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Models of Spirituality in the Bible: Abraham,
Davıd, Job an Peter

Gert Kwakkel

RESUMFE prosperite don de Jeu et |’avait IOuE DOUF
cela, DU ENICOTEe louer 1eu lorsqu'il ([OUTt pDerdu

Ea spiritualite Evanrgelique doit d  IA  etre fondee SUr Ia |eu accueilli SE questions difficiles, Sarns toutefois
ible Pour stM er Ia spiritualite aujourd’huti, ”auteur d’ätre aCCuse Dar u d’injustice. |/’attitude de
considere plusieurs DETSONMNASE! bibliques. Abraham Job, protestant dAdVEC vehemence, neanmoOINS ete plus
n’etaıt  VE de loın DAaS irreprochabie, 1 exprime | Dieu agreable | Dieu JUE celle de SCS amıs Qquı defendaien

qu'il avaıt SUr le COCUT et DIISY ‚CcCUueiılli franchise. systeme theologique etroilt. On Deut glaner des FeT-
Le rol David l AaUSsı alt TEUVE hbien des defaillan- seignements SUur Ia spiritualite de Piıerre Dartır des evan-
Ü, Maıls attendre Datıemment Ia realisation des giles, des cies et de 55 epitres. rECu ’approbation
plans de Ieu C ontraırement Saül, obei AdUX ordres de Jesus DOUT SOM caractere passıonNNE, Maıs dü AaUSssı
explicites de |)ieu et ECOoute 55 prophetes. 6’ALi- apprendre la patience. ans le C(d$S de (ES quatre DETSOT-
mMilier \Orsque cela etaıt necessailre, meme tıtre UE Ia priere Joue röle tres iımportant eTt I’humilite

apparalt [1M UuNne vertu essentielle.n Iımporte qu! d’autre. Parce UE Job avaıt reconnaıtıtre

UMMARY
his prosperity CGiod and raised God for E he could

Evangelical spirituality should be Bible-based J0 inspire even praise him when he |\Ost everything. God accepted
contemporary spirituality, everal biblical characters dre sharp questions hut not his accusatıon that God WAads
tudied Abraham WadsSs far from hlameless but he spoke unjust. Yet strident attitude leased God [INOTE than
his heart OuTt God and God accepted that frankness. that of his riends who upheld IXEe: theological SyYStem.
Kıng avı likewise Was [Nal ith shortcomings, but FOor Peter spirituali Can draw the ospels, Acts
he patiently waited for plans be fulfilled Unlike and his W letters. The apostle stands Out for his lNery
Saul, he obeyed explicit orders of God and Iiıstened Dassıon, IC esus approve of, hut had also learn
his prophets. He Kknew when humiliate imself and natience. In all four model| characters, Drayer plays

he like everybody else. Because Job had attributed large role and humility IS raised important virtue.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG Hioh seiınen Reichtum (jott zugeschrieben und ihn alur
gepriesen hatte, konnte er ihn selbst dann noch preisen,

Evangelikale Spiritualität sollte auf der ibel basieren. (UJm als Sr alles verlor. ott akzeptierte 10 glasklare rragen,
eIıne gegenwärtige Spiritualität inspiriıeren, werden aber nicht seıne Anschuldigung, dass al ungerecht SE
hier mehrere biblische Charaktere untersucht. Abraham Doch Hiobs vehemente Haltung gefie| C aft mehr als die
War alles andere als unbescholten, aber E: schüttete CD Haltu NS seIiıner Freunde, die e| festgefügtes theologisches
seın erz dUus$s un (jott akzeptierte diese Offenheit. Auch System aufrecht hielten. Aus den Evangelien erfahren
Önig avı War eın Mann muit Defiziten, aber er wartete wır etwas über die Spiritualität Von Petrus DISJ Aposte!
geduldig auf die üllung der Pläne (iottes Im egen- tat sich mıit seıner eurige | eidenschaft hervor, die esus

Sau! gehorchte er ausdrücklichen Anweisungen guthielS, aber er hatte auch Geduld lernen. He allen
. OTTes und hörte auf SEINE Propheten. Fr usste, Wann ß vier Charakteren spielt das eıne grofßse Rolle und
.8  CH  ch demütigen und wWwie jeder andere seın usste Weil die |Dbemut ird als eıne wichtige Tugend gepriesen.
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Introduction LLLOIC than 1I1ICE example tor those who
belheve ın Jesus Chrıst In Romans 1-1 16,Spirituality Cal be worthy of the AITICc “evangeli- the apostle DPaul Abraham AS the tather ofcal’ only ıf It takes the ESSONS of the Holy Spirıt

1n the wriıtten Word of God eart THeteiore, all Chrıiıstians. In thıs CONLTtEXL, he emphasıses that
ıf OC develop evangelıcal perspectives Abraham’s faıth dıd NOLT CL weaker when he SAaW

that he An hıs wıfe Sarah WEIC LOO old 4AWV6
what the Bıble teaches about these Aaers In thıs

spirıtuality, 1t 15 absolutely explore SO AS GoOod had promised them (4:19) CCHC dıd
NOLT through unbelief regardıng the promıseartıcle. number of elements from the Bıble that

relate spiırıtualıty wıll be analysed. In order of God” (4:20).° Sımıularly, Hebrews 14 refers
find the biblical ara that AL relevant the sub- Abraham AS OINC of the wıtnesses who INAYy inspıre

belıevers trom New lestament t1mes Iıve DYy ftaıthJect, workıng definıtiıon of spiırıtuality 15 needed. He could CVENn be consıdered the MOST promınentAs Chrıistian bıblıcal scholar workıng wıthın the
AMONS them, AS the chapter devotes TMOTC VGESUES

CONTEXT of reftormed theology, define “spirıtuality”
AS what elıever does AS practise theır velatıon- hım than Aal1V other “wıitness” from the Old

lestament. It fully justified, then, studyshtp wıth God More particularly, tor spirıtualıty Abraham’s STOTY 4A5 sSet torth ın (Gienes1is ın order
relates “exverc1ises” such 4A5 Bıble readıng, medita- SEL A clear pıcture of the WdYy ın whiıch he MaYy SE LV
t10N and präver. AS A bıblıcal model of spirıtualıty.Ihe focus practisıng the relatiıonshıp wıth
God DYy of such eXerC1ses distinguıishes SPIr- How dıd Abraham practise hıs relatıonshıp

wıth G0d? Rıght äl the beginning of Abraham’s
ıtualıty from GtHIES. whiıich COMNEGETIHTALE: ON other STOrY 1n GenesIis, the reader 15 struck DYy the patrı-
aSs PCCtS of dauly ıfe Moreover, spirıtuality dıffers arch’s prompt obedience 0d’s order leave
trom lıturgy 1ın that ıT focuses the ındıyvıdual hıs COUNLFY an hıs people and LMOVC ('anaan
belhever AT theır personal experiences aın inner (Gen 12:4) Abraham Iıkewıise obeyedfeelings instead of publıc worshıp. Ihese charac- orders when he Cciırcumcısed CVCLY male in hıs
ter1ıst1cs of spirıtualıity avVe guided 1ın studyıng household and when he SCNT agar 4A1
the bıblıcal ata presented ın thıs artıcle. However, Ishmael AWAY (21 2-1 he clımax of hıs obedi-
gıven the of the bıblıcal data, SOMNIC VCI- W as reached when he lIıstened ‚Od’s order
lap wıth etrthıcs and lıturgy W as unavoıdable. If all sacrıfıce Isaac 4A5 burnt offering (see CSD Gen
CLSPCCtS elated ethıcs >a} lıturgy WEIC excluded, 22165 18)

PTODCI presentation of the bıblıcal models of SPIr- When Abraham had arrıved 1n Canaan an LrAaV-

ıtualıty dıiscussed thıs artıcle ould aV e been elled through the Iand AS far AS Shechem, the LORD
ımpossıble. appeared hım aAM promised hım o1VE the and

The term “models” in the title of thıs artıcle hıs descendants. Abraham reacted Dy buldıng
refers PCISON}NS in the RBıble who IMNay inspıre uUuSs A altar the LORD P2:%) Apart from the altar in
in shapıng OUTr (IW. spırıtualıty. Of COUISC, other the STOFCV of Isaac’s sacrıfıce (22:0); Abraham also
elements ın the Bıble, such AS the psalms the built altars between Bethel and (412:5 aN! 1n
Lord’s Prayer, miıght 41sO be consıdered models ebron Furthermore, Genesı1ıs te that

AL the altar between Bethel and Abraham calledfor the spiırıtual ıfe of Christians, but these wıll]
NOT be discussed CTE hree models selected for OI the of the LORD (-EZ20: 13:4) He dıd the
discussıon » 1n from the COld Jestament, namely Sallıc Ia Beersheba, where he dıd NOL build altar
Abraham, Davıd aM Job Peter 15 taken AS model but planted tamarısk f
from the New Jlestament. It SOCS wıthout Sayıng Genes1s O€es NOL specıfy what Abraham INEANT
that everal other models could 4VE een chosen. do Dy bulldıng altars and callıng (JI1 the MNarn

Ihe maın LCAasSOlI why aVe chosen the three Old of the LORD Yet SOTMIC 2ISPCCtS of hıs spirıtualıty
JTestament characters Just mentioned 15 that aV Can safely be iınterred from the record of these GCTS
tudıed several relatıng them 1n the last Bulldıng an altar 15 visıble ACT. aM callıng the

LORD’S 15 udıble By performıng, these aCTS,YCArSs Ihe choıice of Peter 111 be accounted tfor AT
the beginning of section Abraham made publıc confession that the LORD

W 4S hıs God, that he wanted SCIVC hım and that
he expected help from hım He INAaYye expressedAbraham sımılar publıc confession DYy S1VINg tenth of all

In the New JTestament, Abraham?® 15 mentioned the xo0Ods he had recovered from Kedorlaomer AN!
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hıs allıes Melchizedek, who had Just blessed hım us about aV correct1ıve actıon of God towards
Abraham AL that tiıme1n the alllc of God Most Hıgh (118-20

Apart from the referring Abraham call- aVDE thıs OUTfCOME of Abraham’s behavıour
ıng the of the LORD, Genes1s mentions 1ın Egypt Can ACCOUNLT for the puzzlıng fact that
only PLFayers of the patrıarch, namely in Gen- several later he resorted the Sa”amnıec polıcvy,
eS1S 18:23-32 aAM 201 Both PravVers AdIC inter- when he moved the terr1tory of Abımelech kıng
CEeSSIONS behalf of others. Ihe Jatter. behalf of Gerar (Gen 20) Incıdentally, ıf thıs assumptıion
of Abımelech kıng of Gerar aAM hıs wıfe an slave 15 COTrTrEeCL, It 15 UNNECCCSSAL Y take Genes1is 4S

gırls, 15 ınk: God hımself Abraham’s STACUS LIUIGIE doublet of 12:10-20, AS5 15 usually One in
4S prophe Ihe tormer, behalf of the historical-critical research. In Gerar Abraham W asSs

righteous 11 O: stands UL DYy the frankness A successful 4S 1n EgZYypt, for Abirselech also HaAVC
raham 31S intercess10n. Hedısplayed D hım sheep, cattlie AN! slaves (20 And Just

remınds the that 4S the Judge of all 4A5 111 Genesi1is 12: God dıd NOLT Cali Abraham
the earth IT \} be the rıghteous 2CCC(HINTE. He addressed and threatened Abımelech
AWAY wıth ked Although Abraham only 20:5:7): Furthermore, Genes1is also Sus
realıses that “but ashes” he that Abraham W as morally iınferiıor V1S-A-VIS

\1S INtervVc: 3  [8)8! untıl the LORD haddares PUrLs the kıng In thıs CasSCc  , Abraham DaVC ANISWCT

promised hırm 0L destrovy the C1ty ıf only ten the kıng"s ceritical quest10ns, Dut hıs reply W d DOOT
righteous DEISONS could be found in it aM weak Contrary what Abraham asserted,

Abraham, then, tollowed the orders of hıs God Abımelech clearly showed that he fteared God,
that Abraham had nothing WOILTY about (20:9-anı NECW the of Pravycer,. Yet Genes1is LCVCT
13)SaVS that he consulted the LORD 1n Pravycer oth-

erWwI1ıse when takıng dec1s10ns. Of COUITSC, he IMNaVy Both StOr1es (Gen 121020 and 20) hıghlıght
well aVve called the of the 1:ORD before he how God tavoured ATa protected Abraham (cf.

ı ın PUFSULLX of Kedorlaonmer (Gen 14), before also Ds 105:12-15). for the tather of all belıev-
CTS hımself£, thev clearly cshow that when he actedmade r  I  X wıth nelech kıng of Gerar

(  2-5  > before he WCIi UT DuYy the G(AVe of Dy hıs z inıtlatıve, he dıd NOL behave ın the WaAY
Machpelah (Gen 23) betore he marrıed Ketu- that the AVCraSC Chrıstian would CXPCCt from
rah (25:1): but Genes1s DEeS NOL tell Instead, 1T “calnt-.
leaves us wıth the ımpressi0n that 1n all these XCr  „ in spıte of hıs shortcomiıngs Abraham INaV
he acted DYy hıs OW inıtl1atıve. A een SLIrONS belıever. Was he ındeed Man

ApparentlY, Abraham also acted DYy hıs OW 1IN1- who HC VL doubted Od’s promıises? 1lo be honest,
1atıve when he WEenNnT kgypt because of famıne that 15 NOLT the WaY in whiıich he 15 depicted in Gen-
ın Canaan (L 10) In spıte of the LORD  D  S promıse es1s 15 and In Genes1s 15:1 the LORD promıises

Pr OtCCL 11ı 4225): he took hıs WI) Abraham vVC reward. Abraham replıes DYy
when he instructed Sarah Say that che W AsSs hıs pomtıng OULT that thıs OC€eSs NOL make s S$INCE
sister. He dıd S! NOT only because he teared for hıs the LORD has gıven hım hıldren, that he
lıfe, but also because he hoped be treated well MUSL leave everythıng hıs SErVAanct Elhezer (1S5:2-
B} Qal) tor Sarah’s sake Genesı1ıs 12:16 5 Apparently, he O€es NOLT CXPCCt an y IMOTC that
pOomts OUT that thıs hope W 4S fulfılled, AS Pharacoh the LORD wıll tulfil hıs promıse DYy S1VINS hım
treated hım well (3° Hıphıl) tor Sarah’s sake DYy SOI TIhe LORD rEACES bDy pomtıng OULT that yet
S1VINg hım sheep AN! Catile. donkeyvs, ErVants and SO*®  . comıng from Abraham’s OW DOdYy shall be hıs
camels. He CVCIN ZOL much that back 1in Canaan., ir AN! that hıs offspring chall be 4S 4S
he 29 Lot COUuU 110 longer Iıve together. the (1S 4-5) In thıs WaY the LORD VETrCOMICS

When readıng thıs rY% 1T strıkes usSs that the Abraham’s scept1c1sm, tor the TEXT cCONtıNUuES wıth:
LORD dıd NOLT call Abraham ACCOUNT tor sacrı- “A bram belıeved the LORD, an he credıted It
fcıng hıs wıfe’s honour ftor the sake of hıs z hım AS5 righteousness” (15:6).* Nevertheless, when
protection AaN! welfare. Ihe STOFY clearly iın the CT the LORD remınds Abraham ofhıs
Abraham’s moral inferi0rıty V1S-A-VIS Pharaoh, promıise that he 111 PDOSSCSS the and of Canaan,
AS he apparently could NOT Sa V anythıng Phar Abraham’s faıth O€es NOL restraın hım from askıng
aoh’s reproaches 12:18-19). Ihe LORD. how- “How CT know that chall galn possess1on of
SVEL, iınflicted SerOouUs diseases Pharacoh ıN: hıs 1t>3) 15:7-8
Househe Ö  nly Genes1is Oes NOLT ınform In Genesi1is 17:16 God tells Abraham that he
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ll g1Vve hım SQ DYy Sarah and that che 111 be ıng wıfe tor Isaac 1n Aram Naharaım. Both
the mother of Nat1ıOons. Abraham FEACES DYy fallıng AT about the later phases of Abraham’s lıfe, hıch
face down, laughıng AN! askıng SOMIC quest10ons could SuggCSsLt that DYy that time he had in
1/7/041/-48): BYy fallıng face down, Just AS in 1/:53) taıth and TIhe tulfiılment of Od’s promıse 1ın
Abraham evidently humbles hımself before God the bırth of Isaac in Gienesı1is 24 \ INaYy wellk
and surrenders hım > tor hıs laughter, thıs contrıbuted that growth.
CAMNUHOT be separated trom whart Genes1s tells Ihe results of the above dıscussıon Can be SULI11-

arısed 4A5 ollows:about Sarah When she hears Od’s promıse that
che 111 aV s{O) 1ın the VCaAr 18:10); che When Abraham ZOL orders from hıs God, he
laughs an wonders whether the words of the always readıly obevedLORD Call really be fulfilled 18:12): Just 1ıke bra- If£f he had doubts 215011t what God W d aboutham iın KL In Genes1ıs the LORD calls Sarah do about what God had saıd, he expressedACCOUNT an remınds her of the fact nat nothıng them franklv.15 LOO hard tor hım Sarah then unsuccessfully trıes Hıs God dıd NOT blame hım for eXpressingmake amends DYy denyıng that che had laughed,
thus clearly demonstratıng that her laughter W AS faıth N{ TFHSL

hıs douDbts, ut allowed hım time STOW iın

438:13-15): Apparently, for Paul an the author ofhıs paralle] that Abraham’s laughter Hebrews thıs sutfficed Justiıfy theır CI-and hıs quest1ons in Genesi1is LL also testifv t10NS that Abraham belıeved aM trusteddoubts wıth I‘CSPCCIZ Od’s promıise. hıs
iımpression 15 turther confirmed DV 1/ Ö: where wıthout waverıng unless OLNC WOULU prefer
Abraham recommends alternatıve solutiıon ASSUTIIC that these New Testament wrıters

1ısread the Book of GenesI1s, which wouldthe LORD, namely, that he miıght bless Ishmael. be strange tOor evangelıcal.hıs proposal shows that Abraham dıd NOLT reckon
wıth posıtıve AN1SWCTI hıs quest1ons 1ın

“Wll S() be Orn 83868  3 hundred YCaIS Davıd
old? Wiıll Sarah ear chıld AF the aAPC of nınety  ?)J
In hıs react10n, the LORD affırms that he 111 CCT-

In hıs address the Jews in the SV!  C of Antı-
och 1n Pısıdıa, the apostle DPaul sSummMAaArısESstaınly bless Ishmael,; Dbut he rejJecCts Abraham’s PIo test1mOnYy about Davıd ftound in number ofposal that he mıght do instead of SIVINS SO in the (Jld lestament 4S tollows: C(I aV oundDYy Sarah As tor Abraham’s doubts, God

them DY repeating that Sarah herself 111 ear Davıd SO© of Jesse 111all atter OWTNN heaft:;
SO  ‘ which he adds that thıs SOM MUST be called he 111 do everythıng WAant hım do)) (Acts

522 ct. Sam 13:14; Ds 89-:7) ] 859:201).Isaac (417 19-21 In Hebrews 11:32-34 Davıd 15 mentioned XTAfter that, God leaves Abraham AN! the STOFV
concludes by relatıng, how Abraham obeyed od’s Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, Samuel
orders DV CIrCUMCISINS CVCLIY male in hıs household aM the prophets 4S ONC of the wıtnesses from the

Old lestament who lıved, acted anı triıumphed1/%22-2/) It O€es NOLT explıcıtly atfırm that bra-
Dy taıth Unlıke Abraham, however, whose faıthham accepted .0d’s prom1ses in faıth, but in 1e6W

ofAbraham’s ready obedience there 15 L1CASONMN 15 described O: length ın 8-18, Davıd 15 ILIC1I1-

call thıs 1INnto question.“° tioned only 1n passıng iın thıs chapter. In the FEST of
After Grenes1is L7 the theme of Abraham’s LrUuSt the New JTestament, Davıd 15 maınly referred A

prophet in the servıice of the Spirıt of God, wh.ın the LORD LEGWUIS only ın Genes1s 22 :8 A 2  N
In the ftormer ECXT, Abraham replies Isaac’s QUCS- spoke through hıs mouth ın the psalms./

The above outlıne cshows that the New les-ti1on “where 15 the amb ftor the burnt offerıng  ?”
22L by sayıng that the LORD himself wıll DE FAMACHE O€s NOL PI‘CSCI”IE Davıd AS MO of
vide the amb hıs ANSWCTI INAYy contaın An evasıve spiırıtuality the SAadINCc degree AS Abraham. He

certaınly hgures AS such model in the Book ofelement. However, ıt INa y also c<how Abraham’s
confidence that God ould somehow offer WaY Psalms. Ihe words Aa (“Of Davıd”) 1n the titles
OUT of the deadlock created DY hıs order Sacr1ı- of Man y psalms cshould MOSLT probably be inter-
fice Isaac (CE, Heb k1L49) In Genes1is 24:/, bra- preted AS suggesting Davıdıc authorshıip. But CVECIN
ham CADICSSCS hıs CONVICTON that God wıll send ıf another 1e6W 15 preferred, these words eviıdently
anZe before hıs SCrVANT, 4A5 help hım 1ın find- invıte those who USCc the psalms read them trom
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Davıdıc pers CCLIVC In thıs WdY, Davıd functions Ihe fact that people drıve hım from hıs chare
4S al example worth of 1imMıtatıon or everybody 111 the Lord’s inherıtance AN! InNnCILEe hım SCITIVCEC

wh WAants PraYy God an PLa1SC hım other gods dısgusts Davıd much that he CUTrScs

Ihose parts of Chronuicles that aVe parallels them (1 Sam 19) When after Zıklag, has SCn
the Books of Samuel and Kıngs describe Davıd sacked hıs [NCIN ATC talkıng of SCONINS hım he finds

4A5 the 111all whe made prepar: at1ONS tor the bulldıng strength 11 the LORD hıs God (1 Sam cf alsoO
of the temple (} ron an organısed cultıc 23 16) In Iıne wıth thıs CONVICLION 4S the SUOUTCEC

worshıp (1 Chron 23-26) He made consıderable of hıs strength he PFalsCcS the VORD for hıs SAaVINS
donatıons tor the temple‘ onand urged ACTS aM favours (2 Sam 5
the eaders of the people tollow hıs example. He cf also 8 12)
contessed that 1M Oo1ng he aMı hıs people only Several Davıd rSt CHNYU1LCS of the 1 ORD

before he proceeds acfLıon When he has receivedSaAVC God what had COMNC trom Od’s W hand
Furthermore he instructed hıs SO©(Z 19) Al ANSWCTLT from the LORD he 21CCCPtS Od’s 11-

Solomon SCTVC the LORD wholeheartedly AN! sels aN: Orders AN! CAarTrTıics them OuUut wiıllingly.
keep hıs commMmaAaNdments (22 28 On several other OCCAS10115 however the Books

Admıttediy, the definıtiıon of spiırıtualıty sed of Samuel do NOLT entLion that Davıd of
thıs artıcle O€Ss NOT these elements Yet the LORD before takıng dec1s10nNs 10 Of COUISC he
they Clearly reveal what W as5 DDavıd’s eart and st1ill MaYy ANC done SOMIC of these CASCS but
how he practised hıs relatiıonshıp wıth God How- others he MOST certaıniy dıd NOLT When Nabal
C VG. the rEST of thıs ecLIiOnN wıll NOT fOCcuUus Psalms refuses SIVC Davıd aAN! hıs IMCN share the
and Chronıicles but what the Books of Samuel tood of the banquet he has organısed AL sheep
tell about Davıd’s spirıtual ıfe Ihe MOLLVE behind shearıng LimMe Davıd obvıously OC€Ss NOL CHNYULLC

of the 1ORD before he SECTS OUT kıll Nabal AaN! althıs cho1ce 15 that the Books of Samuel rt
much TMOTC about Davıd’s shortcomıngs an S1115 hıs [LI1CIN He ould surely aVe avenged himself
Therefore these books ATC LLOIC challengıng A Nabal Abı a1l had NOT ıntervened (1 Sam 25 125
dıscussıon of aVl AS mode|l of spirıtualıty than 21 354) Sımılarly, 1T very ımprob-
the others able that God had advısed Davıd Achısh

In Samuel Samuel SaVyS Saul “th€ kın of ath 4S he dıd accordıng Samuel
LORD has sought OUuUTt IL1al after hıs OW heart aAM Ya and ı11

appomnted hım leader of hıs people because VOU When Davıd ACTS accordance wıth hıs z
aV NOLT kept the LORD command In Samuel VICWS wıthout consulting the LORD he often
15 Samuel tells Saul that the 1’ORD has employs lıes deception AaN! tricks
hıs kıngdom ((to OIIC of OUr ne1ghbours (OIIC Can be tound 111 Samuel AA
better than YOU ’7 Evıidently, thesee Jr 13) AT Samuel 11 25 Iwo 1NSLAaNCES

Davıd He W AasSs INa after God OW' eart AN! of thıs aspect of DDavıd’s behavıour eed SOIIIC

better than Saul Moreover Samuel Sus TMOTC COTMMIMNENt rSst the StOFrY of Davıd’s Crıp
Nob anı hıs meet1ng wıth Ahımelech the pr 1CSLthat unlıke Saul Davıd wıll keep the LORD

command Samuel 27 21 and second hıs
Several elements the descr1ption of Davıd’s polıcy of misleadıng Achısh kıng of ath when he

ACLIONS aM attıtudes the subsequent chapters of Iıyved AS SCTVAli of Achısh Zıklag 4S related
Samuel confirm thıs LESLLMONY. It troubles Davıd Samuel
that Golath dares defy the ATIN116585 of the lıyıng Contrary the truth Davıd made Ahıimelech
God He 15 SUTC that when he agalINST Golı- belıeve that Kıng Saul had charged hım wıth SCCTETF
ath the armnc of the LORD hıs God wıll hand 1551011 (21 LEV 21 21) Next he could but CO11-

Vecer Golhath hım because of thıs rudeness (1 hıs m13representanon Dy makıng SOTILIC VaQUC
Sam 45-4 / When he ers ftrom remarks abstinence from SC X AaN! the holıness

of hıs men’ss “thıngs” (5°25 and hıs 1551011 (Z1Saul, Davıd persistently refuses take advantage
trom >3PPOITLIHICICS kıl] hıs because Saul AA5l RC also 23 5 Ö |) OWEeVer
15 the aAnolınNted of the LORD He leaves Judgment would be COO sımple that thıs Casc Davıd
1N! reVENSC AN! patiently for the day W dsSs JUSt misleadıng the prıiest tor hıs OW) PULDOSC
when (s0d wıll delıver hım An make hım kıng (1 It INa y also be that he wanted pr OtEeCL Ahımelech
533 2 26:8- 11 23-24; am  $ c£ also 2 Sam DYy NOLT revealıng hım the truth about what he

59 10 i10- 12) W asSs do1ng, that the pr1€st COUuU. NOTLT be accused
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of havıng CONSCIOUSIYy SUPPOITC rebe]l agalnst the struck hım OWN an he dıed
kıng 52 thıs W 4S Davıd’s intention, hıs polıcy faıled Davıd reacted Dy also getting ANSTV. He became
dramatıcally, ftor when Doeg the Fdomıuıite betrayed afraıd of the LORD and hıs ark aın decıded that

Saul how Ahımelech had helped Davıd, Saul the ark should NOT COMNNC Jerusalem ut remaın
decıded kal hım anı hıs ftellow priests, e1ghty- ın the house of Obed-FEFdom When, however, It
1ve FEKGIA in total (1 Sam 9-19) turned LLL that the LORD had blessed Obed-Fdom

In the aVS 1n whiıch Davıd Iıved AS Achısh) sub- because of the ark. Davıd realısed that the danger
ject 1n Zıklag, he 2881 hıs IMNCN raıded the Geshur- dıd NOLT reside ın the ark ıtself. He decıded yet
ites, the Girzıites anı the Amalekıtes, non-Israelıite aV the ark transferred erusalem. hıs time
trıbes lıving 1n the desert between Canaan an he organısed thıngs dıfferently. Ihe (EXT O€s NOLTL
EZYy (2/:8) However, he made Achısh believe mentıon anythıng suggest1ve of milıtary parade.
that he had raıded Judaeans 1VINS in the CZECV Instead, IT SaVyS that Davıd treated the ark wıth 4S
and trıbes allıed them. In order prevent hıs much rcs pect 4S possıble. I W da5S5 longer NS-
real Vvictiıms ftrom revealıng the truth Achish. he ported CArTt but WAS carrıed the shoulders
kılled them all, MACH aın Davıd, of IC  - Davıd made sacrıfices an he PUL asıde
then, delıberately sacrıfıced the lıves of these hıs royal INS1SN19, for he WOTC sımple lınen epho
people for the sake of hıs polıcy of misleadıng hıs and “danced before the LORD wıth all hıs miıght”.ord hıs 15 the plaın IMNCSSASC of the LGXT (SCE CSD Obvıousivy, he had taken heart the lesson that

319 Yet 1T MUST be added that in kıllıng Amale- GOd had taught hım DYy the death of Uzzah. He had
kıtes Davıd contrıibuted the ımplementation earned that he COUu A the ark AS the symbolof ‚Od’s command blot OUrT the remembrance of the God C  who 15 enthroned between the cheru-
of Amalek (EX 1/7:14; Deut 2519 hıs miıght bım  2 Sam 6:2) NearbDYy, but only ıf he treated 1T
also SUSSCSL wıth Saul, who had kılled wıth I'CSPCCt. In the of the ark. he
the Amalekıtes less than Davıd, but had SONC had humble hımself 4S human being who, in
agalnst God’s orders DYy sparıng kıng Agag and the spıte of hıs kıngshi1p, W as NOLT SE Cater before GOod
best of the sheep an cattle (# Sam 1513 5 than ANVONC of hıs Subjects.
As for the Geshurites, they WETITC the PCO- The CI of the story‚ the confrontatıon between
ples who ould be drıven OUuUL DYy the LORD before Davıd aAM h1s wıfe Miıchal, brings the reader back
the Israelıtes AS Dart of the of Canaan (see Kıng : because the chapter refers Miıchal
Josh 15:2-6; f also x Z95:51): Thıs mıght 1ıke- “the daughter of Saul” 110 less than three times
WI1Se apply the Girzıtes but these people do NOT (2 Sam 6:16, 20, 23) She despises Davıd for hıs
OCCUr 1n AL1LV other biblıcal TEXT leapıng An dancıng before the LORD 4S anıy vulgarIhe dıscussıon of these controvers1al ASPCCLS of tellow ould aVE Oone Davıd replıes that he 111
Davıd’s behavıour need MO be pursuecd Mere: S$InNce continue humılıate hımself and that he prefersIT sufhices conclude thıs OVEerV1eW DYy Just retfer- be held in honour DYy slave gırls rather than DY
MNg hıs adultery wıth Bathsheba and the WaY 1n Miıchal wıth her royal pretens10ns
whıich he brought about the death of her husband, { hıs suggests that humılıty VETITSUS desıre be
Uriah (Z Sam FL) How COUu Davıd, who acted honoured 1n the CVCS of 3(88 15 11C of the thıngsin thıs WAYV, be INan “after Gi0d’s heart”® What that dıstınguished aVl from Saul T hıs IMpres-
made hım better than Saul, who had Oone S10N 15 corroborated DV what Samue!|l tells about
such terrıble thıngs before God rejected hım” the rejection of Saul f e10W, Sam 15:30

dıiscussıon of Samuel wıll be helpful However, 1n both chapters that relate thıs sad IV%find AL1SWOIS these questlions. hıs chapter SECTS the Maın emphasıs 15 0)8| somethıng else, namelyftorth what happened when Davıd transterred the that Saul had twıice ecCcn dısobedient the CXPDPICSSark of GOod Jerusalem. The STOFV DY tell- commands ofthe LORD The rsSt time he dısobeyedıng that Davıd “ agaln brought together OUT of Dy NOT Waltıng for the prophet wh. would tell hım
Israel chosen IMN thousand 1n '(lll” After what do (1 Sam 13:13-14). Ihe second time

Samuel . whıch intftorms the reader about three he ıgnored Orders DV sparıng Agag kıngsuccessful milıtary acCt10NsS, thıs 1ıdıom that of the Amalekıtes an the est of the sheep an
Davıd planned the transfer of the ark AS It WETIC cattle 15:18-19. 22-23 In thıs WaAY Saul COM-

all thıs hıs WN inıtlatıve. Ihe W AS
milıtary campaıgn parade. Apparently, he dıd mıtted the partıcular SIN agalnst whiıch Samuel had

warned the people in hıs farewell specch. Samuel|l
terrıfyiıng: when Urz7z7zah took hold of the ark.  ‘5 GOod had saıd that kıngship could only be acceptable

EJT KO:7 S



ERT KWAKKEL

the LORD ıf the people AN! theır kıng would obey himself aın o1Vve his royal honour an
God and NOL rebel agalnst hıs commandments (4d Insıgnı1a before the LOrRD.!6
Sam 12:14-15). In Samuel 15:23 Samuel tells thıs W d characterıistıic tor hım AS Man “after
Saul that “rebellıon 15 ıke the SIN ofdıvinatıon, an od’s heart” aN! made hım A model of spiırıtualıty.
ArFOSANCC ıke the evıl of ıdolatry”. Ihe truth of
t  3ese words would be revealed AL the en of Saul’s
ıte Ihe ultımate CONSCOQUCMNCC of hıs dısobedience Job
W as that he resorted dıvyınatıon DYy askıng the Job 15 mentioned only AA 1n the New Testament,
wıtch of Endor bring the spırıt of Samuel Gl namely ın James 5:1  — In thıs ICXT James refers
Sam 28) Job’s PEISCVCIANCC AN! the fortunate change

Davıd dısobeyed specıfic orders of the in hıs lıfe, whıich the Lord brought about after A
LORD in the WaY Saul VYet he evidently NSs- long per10d of afflıction. James ursces hıs readers
gressed (10d’s commandments when he COmMMIt- tollow Job’s example AN! LTrUST in Od’s COIM1-
ted adultery wıth Bathsheba aM had rıah kılled passıon anı Inasmuch AS PEISCVCIANCE MaYy
At that tiıme Nathan the prophet charged hım wıth be taken 4S aspCCL of spırıtualıty, James
havıng despised the word of the LORD (2 Sam Job AS model of spiırıtualıty. For ILa Yy Chrıstians
1259) Davıd replied DYy confessing: L‘I AaNe sınned Job has become model of spirıtualıty partıcularly
agalnst the LORD  Da 12: 138 $ also Sam 24:10, because of hıs words ın Job 1:2  — “"Y’he LORD ZaVC
L/) When Samuel called Saul ACCOUNFTC because and the LORD has taken AWAdVYV, INay the AdI1L1C of the
he had spared Agag and the est of the sSheep and LORD be praised.”
cattle of the alekıtes, Saul lıkewise sa1ld: “I aVe According Job EL Job W as blameless AN!
sinned” (% Sam However, Saul reduced uprıght. He teared God and cshunned evıl. Ihese
the value of hıs confession DYy addıngz CAXCLSE CCI general ATC Aeshed 1818 1n Job 1 whiıch
W as afraıd of the people AN! ZaAVC them  29 iınforms the reader of A element of Job’s
(Ef. also 15:15, 21) when he saıd agaln: spirıtualıty. Job W ds in the habıt of sacrıfiCcıng burnt
E‘I AA sınned”, he WEentTt beg Samuel: *BRauif offerıngs for each of hıs SO115 (and daughters?) after
please honour before the elders ör people they had held feast. He WOU do because he
AN! before Israel” (15:30) Ihe erb sed CI Was afraıd that hıs chıldren had sinned aM cursed!”
(35 “t0 honour”) Iınks these words wıth Samuel God ın theır hearts. According SOTITIIC interpret-6°2  © Miıchal sed the SAaInıc erb when reproach- CIS, thıs 1 of Job dısplays Over-anx10uUsNness and
ıng Davıd for behavıng CONLFALCV hıs STATCUS 4S perfection1sm. *“ It Cal be eft undecıded whether
the kıng of Israel. Whereas Saul trıed uphold the author of the Book of Job cshared thıs 1eW ©8
hıs honour when he had humble hımself, Davıd whether he, conversely, wanted exhort the reader
W dS willıng o1Vve IT CODY thıs aS PCC'C of behavıiour. Cursıng
00 of Samuel Caln be summarısed 4S tollows:

Ihe analysıs of the portrayal of Davıd 88! the GOod 15 the vVC SIN Job ould cCOMMIt accordıng
Satan, ıf he lost hıs pOSSESSIONS anı health (CEL

Davıd W dS$ [an wıth Man y shortcomıngs, 2°5) In wıfe hım do thıs A

who commıtted VCLY er10Us S1NS. Yet the only reasonable optıon that 15 eft. Moreover,
he NEW that God W as the only SUOUICEC of hıs her words show that cursıng God 15 VeCLY er10us
trength S1N, ialele IT wıll result ın death (Ef: also Kgs
He WASs wiıllıng wailt tor the MOMENT when 21 10, 153) In CONTEXT, then, 5 obvıously ıntends
the LORD would delıver hım from hıs CII1C- point OUT how much Job abhorred the SIN
mMı1€Ss anı AVCNSC hım Nevertheless, he had whıich Satan AN! hıs wıfe attempted entice hım

through long, learnıng PTFOCCSS in which hus It provıdes evidence for Job’s uprightness and
God taught hım what 1T SCIVC hım hıs fear of G0od mentioned 1n 1 R
faıthfully AS the kıng of hıs people. In Job A 2  D Job has lost hıs ten chıldren an
He dıffered trom king Sau! ın that he obeyed almost all hıs riches. In spıte of all that, he still
the Orders of the LORD and lıstened the praises God LORD SAVC AıN! the LORD has
prophets. When he nonetheless had een taken AWAaVY; INaVy the Aallıc of the LORD be praised.”
dısobedient, ne contessed hıs SIN wholeheart- He motıvates thıs DYy sayıng that he W ds naked AL

ediv. bırth AN 111 also be naked Ar hıs death In thıs
Uniike Saul DE dıd NOT hesıtate humble atement Job recognıses that he had claım
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anythıng he had possessed and that God had the he 15 Since thev AVe experienced 0d’s attıtude
rıght take IT all A W dY. towards them durıng long per10d, It IS. Job

Ellen Van Wolde has suggested that in 121 Job 9unreasonable rebe]l 10O0OW that he has YITIE
makes uUuSCcC of xed tormula for eXpressing faıth, somethıng they do NOLT understand, however ser1-
whıch miıght cshow that he had NOT y€t COIMNC LO COQUS a1i terrıble It INAaYy be
Zr1ps wıth hıs sorrow. !” Ihe FEST of the STOTYV, from In hıs reply hıs wiıfe, then, Job testifies
2: ] onward, demonstrates that che 15 evidently trustfulness rather than fatalısm.“% However, thıs
rıght 1in pomtıing 1818 that 1ın 1:241 Job 15 st1ll AL the time Job OeEs NOT praise God ANVINOIC, 4A55 he dıd
beginning of hıs struggles. Moreover, .  may the ın 2L It 4S f he 15 L10 longer able do

of the LORD be praised” MaVy be COMNVECI- Yet he 15 NOT blamed for that, tor the NATKATtOT
t10nal lıturgıcal formula, 4S Can be iınferred from in all thıs, Job dıd NOL SIN 1n what he
the somewhat unexpected usc of the sa1d .25
Dy non-Israelıte A179 from the paralle] ın Psalm In the dialogues of Job and hıs riends (Job1 13:2 20 Nevertheless, reacti1on 4S whole 3-37/), the friends persistently relate m1sery15 NOT commonplace tradıtıional reacti1on of hıs sins.** Job denıes that God CAll Justıfy the
believer. It 15 unıque 1n the Old lestament. TIhe dısasters that aANVE hıt hım ın of hıs S1INSs
Book of Psalms chows that ıf there W ds stand- AaAn he holds ON hıs innocence.*> He SayS that
ard reaction huge troubles, ıT WAasSs NOT praise ut God has taken AWAY 0M hıs rıght (a wW 2522complaınt. In such Cırcumstances, 1t W d typıcal cf_ NRSV), whiıch ımplıes that he charges hım of
tor the psalmısts NOL SaV “praıse the 1.ORD- but injustice.“®© Yet he appeals thıs God that

ask hım why he had acted ın such confusıng he mMaYy ıntervene A1i vindıcate hım 1902527
Job refers GOod alone 4S the SCOLITGE : the d1Ss- 5-9 Job concludes hıs defence DYyi

Aasters whiıch aV a0lı hım He Oes NOLT mention ıng condıtional self-curse, in whıch he Iısts everal
kınds of inJustice and S1N, and denı1es havıng one

the Sabeans the Chaldeans (cf. 1715 1/)s 1L1LOT aV of them. He 15 convınced of being 1n the
O€s he allude Satan. Admuıttediy, he Oes NOLT rıght that he PUL hıs defence hıs shoul-
know what had happened in heaven accordıng
Job 1:6-172 aMı he wıll OT be ınformed about 1T

der ıN! WCAalr It aASs 4A1 thus approach the

later eiıther. Yet 1T be noted that the 1al-
miıghty AS prince (Job 31)

In hıs AMSWCTI'S5 from the (Job 38-41 e God
FrAatOr. that Job dıd NOL charge God wıth calls Job tor hıs words 1ın vC erıtical
wrongdomng DYy speakıng in thıs WdYy l Z22) Given
h1s Ss1tuatiıon an hıs knowledge, he W d rıght 1ın WAYV. Nevertheless, CONLFALY what Manıy C anan-

1St1C and maybe also other evangelıcal Christians
ascrıbıng everythıng God alone. miıght CXPECL, G0od SaVS that mı1sery Cal

After the second round of dısasters, Job’s wıfe be accounted tor 1n of hıs S1INS 0)8 hıs sınful
that he should God An dıe (2792) Natlıre hat God 1S critical of Job DEeSs NOLT ımplyJob rephies: “ XO ATC talkıng 1KE oolısh NOmMan

Shall aAaCCCDL gxo0d from God, and NOL trouble?”
that he ASTECCS wıth the triends! Actually, thı1s eed
NOT surprıse careful reader of the Book of Job, forOne INaYy be ıncliıned take these words AS CXDICSS- ıf God had agreecd wıth the frıends, he would AaVveıng fatalıstıc attıtude, ut closer examınatıon contradıcted hıs OW posıtıve testimonı1€eSs aboutIT LuUurns OUTt that such conclusıon 15 mıiıstaken. Job ın 1:8 AlThe PSst part of the second should

NOT be taken AS question in ıtself. Instead, ıt 15 I* God O€es NOT wıth the frıends, whart 15
the fOCUS of hıs eriticısm ON Job? The AL1ISWCTIthe presupposıtion whıch the actual question thıs question Can be ftound AT the beginning fJob15 ounded. Ihe phrase Caln be paraphrased AS tol- 40, where God formulates hıs reproaches V1S-A-VISlows: Given the fact that aVe always een ın Job LNOTC specıfically than anywhere else. DvI-the habıt of accepting good trom God,

NM accept trouble trom hım > It MUST be noted that OusIy, the MALA pomt 15 that Job wanted Justiıfy
hımself at the CADCNSC of Giod’s Justice:DYy usıng the S PCIrSON}N plural Job iıncludes

Would yYOUu dıscredit Justice?hıs wıfe 1n what he 15 Sayıng. hus he appeals
her neart, remıindıng her of what they had always Would VOU condemn Justıfy yourself?
dONE: that 1S, accepting all go0od thıngs ftrom God (40:8; $ also 40:2)
Apparently, he WAaNnNnTts point 1818 that because of In other words, Job had the rıght maıntaın hıs
all those favours from God, theyv 1L1O0W know how INNOCENCE, ut he W AasSs in concludıng that
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g1ven hıs iINNOCENCE, God could onr be unJust. whıle, God dıd NOT condemn hım for CHhat:
Sınce thıs 15 the specıfic Domt hıch GOod ut allowed hım time COMIC Zr1ps wıth

what had happened.CTItCISES Job, OC MaVy conclude that Job’s CADICS-
S10N of I'Cngt in 4():3-5 ANC 47 :1-6 CONCENTraTLES Job should NOL aV accused God of INJUS-

thıs pomt. It eed a(0)1 be taken TMOTC SCH t1Ce. Nevertheless, he behaved better than
eral declaratıon, in whiıch he concedes hıs rıiends hıs rıiends in that he expressed hıs critical
that they had rightly ascrıibed hıs dısasters hıs quest1Ons frankly, iınstead of explaınıng ‚Od’s

act1ons in of fixed theologıcal SYSLCM,S1NS. It 15 ıllogıcal ASSUMIC that Job wanted
make such sStatement, tor God had NOL urged hım whıich in spıte of 1ts OrthodoxY, faıled do

do AL all Justice the realıty of hıs ıfe
In Job E God Elıphaz and hıs

riends: CC  you AaVEC NOT spoken of what 15 rıght, Peter
4A5 SErVAanNTt ob has.” After criticısm

In the N ew Jestament, Jesus Chriıst hımself 15 eV1-Job 1n 38-4 ; H1S COM'C surprise. How Can

God . hat Jeo 3as SPOK..® GERT KwaAKkKeEL ®  given his innocence, God could onlv be unjust.  while, God did not condemn him for that,  Since this is the specific point ön which God  but allowed him time to come to grips with  what had happened.  criticises Job, one may conclude that Job’s expres-  sion of regret in 40:3-5 anı 42:1-6 concentrates  Job should not have accused God of injus-  on this point. It need not be taken as a more gen-  tice. Nevertheless, he behaved better than  eral declaration, in which he concedes his friends  his friends in that he expressed his critical  that they had rightly ascribed his disasters to his  questions frankly, instead of explaining God’s  actions in terms of a fixed theological system,  sins. It ıs illogical to assume that Job wanted to  make such a statement, for God had not urged him  which in spite of all its orthodoxy, failed to do  to do so at all.  justice to the reality of his life.  In Job 42:7-8 God says to Eliphaz and his  friends: “you have not spoken of me what is right,  5. Peter  as my servant Job has.” After God’s criticism on  In the New Testament, Jesus Christ himself is evi-  Job in T./b 38-41 <his comes as a surprise. How can  God sav that Jeb has spoken right of him? If one  dently the most outstanding model of spirituality.  does nc: want to submit **  e view that the Book  He exhorted his disciples to follow his example ın  various aspects of life, such as denying oneself and  of Job is made up of con!.  ıg SOUTCES, ONC must  taking up one’s cross (Mat 16:24) and serving each  accept that there is somethi1g paradoxical in these  words of God. Apparently, God wants to empha-  other (Mat 20:26-28; John 13:14-15), but also in  sise that in spite of all the shortcomings of Job’s  matters which relate more specifically to spirituality  speeches, he definitely prefers his way of speaking  as defined in this article, such as prayer (e.g. Luke  to that of the friends.  6:12 and 18:1). Nevertheless, as he was without  sin, he was unique. Accordingly, he cannot be put  Why does God prefer Job’s way of speaking  about God? Job’s friends thought that they knew  on a par with Abraham, David, Job and Peter. For  enough about God’s policy in ruling the world.  that reason his spirituality will be left out of con-  sideration in this article.  They thought that they could explain what had hap-  Next to Jesus, the apostle Paul may be looked at  pened to Job in terms of their theological insights.  as a model of spirituality. However, the New Testa-  They refused to admit that the reality of Job’s life  conflicted with their view, although they failed to  ment presents so many data with respect to his life  demonstrate the opposite. They held onto their  and theology that it is impossible to analyse them  properly within the scope of this article. Therefore,  theological system at the expense of the facts.  the apostle Peter has been chosen instead of Paul.  Job refused to justify God by sacrificing the facts  Peter received the honour to be the rock on  of his life to a theological conviction, however  respected it might be. He frankly formulated his  which Jesus would build his church (Mat 16:18).  As such he can rightly be expected to be a model of  critical questions and addressed them to hıs friends  spirituality. He is a model indeed in his confession  as well as to God himself. In doing so, he went too  of Jesus as the Christ (Mat 16:16). Besides, in his  far when he charged God with injustice. Neverthe-  letters he has provided all Christians with a model  less, in Job 42:7-8 God makes it clear that he pre-  fers Job’s open, inquiring and critical attitude to a  to be followed. He exhorts them to set their hope  on the grace brought by Jesus Christ (1 Pet 1:13),  justification of his divine behaviour by means of a  to fear God (1 Pet‘2:17), to b& alert and'on their  theological system that can only be maintained by  guard (1 Pet 5:8; 2 Pet 3:17) and to pay attention  not doing justice to the facts; a justification, which  to the words of the prophets (2 Pet 1:19).  had, moreover, the effect that Job had to suffer  The Book of Acts provides some information on  even more instead of being helped.  the role of'prayer in Peter’s life. Acts 3: 1 records  The most important elements of Job’s spiritual-  that Peter and John went up to the temple at the  ity can now be summarised as follows:  time of prayer, at three o’clock in the afternoon.  1. Job was able to praise God even after he had  This was probably their habit when they were ın  lost everything, because he had always related  Jerusalem (cf. 2:46).?8 Peter’s going up to the roof  his prosperity to God. He had trained him-  of Simon’s house in Joppa at noon in order to pray  self in praising God in the times when things  (10:9) may also reflect a habit, but this is uncertain  were going well.?  because noon is not known for being a set time for  2. When Job was unable to praise God for a  prayer.?  24 * EIT 19:1rıght of hım? If OLlC dently the MOSL outstandıng model of spiırıtualıty.
Oes 11 WANT submıt 1C6W ehat the Book He exhorted hıs dıscıples tollow hıs example in

VAar1ı0us aSs P€CtS of lıfe, such As  / denyıng oneself ATof Job 15 made up of C(JII1. 15 SOUTICCS, OILC MUSLT
takıng NEeES  2 (Mat 16:24 An serving eachaAaCCCDL that there 15 sOMEet!. U  v paradoxıcal in these

words of God Apparently, God WAaNnTts empha- other (Mat 20:26-28; John 13:14-15), but also in
S1se that in spıte of all the shortcomıngs of MAatIeTs whıch relate LLOTC specıfically spiırıtualıty

CCCHES| he definıtely prefers hıs WaYy of speakıng 4S defined 1n thıs artiele. such 4S Praycr (eig uke
that of the riends. 6:12 aAM 18:1) Nevertheless, AS he W ds wıthout

S1N, he W as unıque. Accordingly, he CANNOLT be PDutWhy O€s God prefer WaYV of speakıng
about 0d? Job’s rıends thought that thev knew A Dar wıth Abraham, Davıd, Job AN! Deter. For

enough about (G0d’s polıcy 88! rulıng the world that 1C4SOIN hıs spirıtualıty wıll be eft OULT of COIl-

sıderatıon in thıs artıcle.They thought that thev could explaın what had hap- Next Jesus, the apostle DPaul IMaVy be looked ALpene Job 1n of theır theologıcal insıghts. AS model of spirıtualıty. However, the New lesta-They refused admıt that the realıty of Job’s ıfe
confliıcted wıth theır VIEW, although theyv taıled ITDNENT Man Y ata wıth res PCCt hıs ıfe
demonstrate the opposıte. They held NTIO theır AN! theology that 1T 15 ımpossıble analyse them

properly wıthın the of thıs artıcle. T herefore.theologıcal SYS tem AT the NSC of the facts. the apostle Deter has een chosen instead of DPaulJob refused Justıfy God DY sacrıfıCıng the facts Peter receıiıved the honour be the rockof hıs ıfe A theologıcal CONVICtLION, however
respected IT mıght be He frankly tormulated hıs hıch Jesus ould buıuld hıs church (Mat

As such he CAdll rıghtly be expected be mode] ofecritical quest10ns AaN! addressed them hıs rıiends spirıtuality. He 15 mode!l indeed 1n hıs confession
AS el 4S God hımself. In domg > he Went LTOO of Jesus AS the Chrıst (Mat 16:16 Besides, in hıs
far when he charged God wıth injustice. Neverthe- letters he has proviıded all Christians wıth model
less, ın Job AD FA God makes 1T clear that he PIC
fers OPCN, InquırınNg An crıitical attıtude be tollowed. He exhorts them SCT theır hope

the brought Dy Jesus Chrıst (1 Det 1: 13);Justificatiıon of hıs dıvyvıne behayvıour DYy of fear God (1 Det 2 /: be alert AN! theır
theologiıcal SYStCII'I that CAN only be maılıntaıned by guard (1 Det 5 Det SiE7) AaN! DaYy attention
NOLT domg Justice the facts: Justification, whıch the words of the prophets (Z Det F: 19)had,- the effect that Job had suffer Ihe Book of Acts provıdes SOMMC iınformatıon
(CVY TTT ınstead of being helped. the role of Praycr in Peter’s ıfe Acts 3.:1 records

The MOST. iımportant elements of spirıtual- that Peter AN! John went Uup the temple AT the
Ity Can 110 be summaAarısed AS tollows: time of Praycl, AL three o’clock ın the afternoon.

Job W ds able praise God after he had hıs W 3as probably theır habıt when thev WEIC 1n
lost everything, because he had always related erusalem (cf. 2:46) Peter’s Z01INS the roof
hıs prosperı1ty God He had traıned of Sımon’s house in oppa AT OOI 1n order Dray
self 1n praising God the t1imes when cthıngs (10:9) INAaYy also reflect habıt, but thıs 15 uncertaın
WEITIC JOS we 1127 because OOIl 15 NOLT known for eIng SeTt time for
When Job W 4A55 unable praise God tor prayer.“”
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nstead of elaboratıng these points, the res: tor hımself dedicate hıs ıfe hıs ord and how
of thıs sect1on 111 be devoted number ofafa do that. ccordıng Jesus, Deter would A

learn dıfferent attıtude. At the end of hıs ıfefrom the gospels, from John’s in partıcular. IThese
111 further be connected wıth elements from he would be LNOTC patıent aAM less Optimıst1ıc about
Peter. hıs OW capacıtıes.

After Peter’s confession of Jesus AS the Christ, Peter’s first letter demonstrates that he has taken
the Son of the lıyviıng God, Jesus began teach hıs thıs lesson eart In It, the apostle mentıo0ons suf-
dıscıples that he would suffer ıN: dıe 1n Jerusalem ferıng several tımes, pomting OUurtTt that suffering 15
aNn! rıse agaln the thırd day. DPeter took hım asıde ınescapable element of Chrıistian ıfe (3 DPet 4:12)
AN! rebuked hım (Mat 16:22:; Mark 6:52) When He hıs readers tollow Christ’s example DV
Jesus saı1d that Peter could NOT tollow hım 110 accepting theır suffering patıently (2:19:25; also
ut would ftollow later, DPeter asked: Kord, why 3:14; }/: 5-19) Moreover, he emphasıses that
can’t tollow yYOUu now?” He WAaSs tollow Chrıistians aVe suffer before they Can CL A share
hıs Master that he afırmed that he W AS willıng 1n the glory whiıch Chrıst has acquıred tor them
lay OWN hıs 1ıfte for hım John 13:36-37). hat (1:6-7; 5-14; S:10: a1so S2K) So, iın
SAdI11C nıght, the soldıers SCNT DYy the chief priests wıth the tiıme before Jesus’ crucıfix10n, when he
and the Pharısees CaAInc Gethsemane ALTESE rejected hıs Lord’s attıtude 4A5 regards hıs sufferingJesus. Peter trıed defend hıs MmMaster DY drawıng AN! death he has 110 understood that glorysword and cutting off the Car of SETITVANKL of the be precede DYy suffering (see also Fhıgh priest (John 18:10 Obvıously, DPeter loved Furthermore, Peter DULtS hımself Dar wıth
Jesus much that he could NOT 21CCCPt hıs suffer- the elders of the congregatıon, 4A5 he addresses them
Ing an eat CVCIN though Jesus had saı1d that that AS hıs tellow-elders (S:1) He exhorts them be
would be hıs WaAY glorıfication, resurrection an RET VE Ihey cshould NOT be lordıng VCTr
eternal ıfe (cf: John 122925 1/ When Jesus those entrusted them, U ead them 4A5 CX aMl-
W dS$S about be ArresSted he acted spontaneously, AS ples the Hock (3 2-5) hıs shows that DPeter had
hıs heart dıctated hım However, he overest1imated earned the value of modesty. In perfect agr CcemECNThıs OW. capacıtıes an only few hours Jater. Jesus’ wıth thıs, he a1dmoniıshes al clothe themselves
prediction that he would dısown hım three times wıth humıilıty towards ONC another (9:5)
Cainıc Lrul o 15:00; 18 1/ 25-27 SummıngAfter hıs resurrection, Jesus asked DPeter three
times: CCdO YOU  M love me?” John ZULS-T/ IV Ihus AS MO of spiırıtualıty, Peter shows that

love aM zeal for the Lord Jesus Ad1LC ımportanthe remınded hım of the vıtal ımportance of love and iındıspensable elements of IT dıscıple-for hıs relatıonshıp wıth the T ord Jesus. He also
repeated hıs instruction the effect that Deter had Sh1p;

follow hım hat order fully agreecd 1n the COUISC of hıs ıfe he had learn that
suffering 15 also inescapable aspect ofwıth DPeter’s S wısh accordıng John 1557 Chrıstian G:but Jesus pointed IFE that ItSs iımplıcatıons ould he lıkewise earned that 7e9| CAdn only be frunt-be dıfferent from what Peter had 1in mınd: ıf combıned wıth patıence, modesty AN!

tell VOUu the truth, when YOUu WEIC VOUNSCI VOU humıilıty.dressed yvourself AaN! WEenT where VOU  / wanted;
urt when yOU ATC old VOU 111 stretch OUuULT yvOUr
hands, AN! OINCOIC else 111 dress VOU  J anı ead Conclusıion
YOU where vYOU do NOLT WAant (ZL Abraham, Davıd, Job AN| Peter WEIC dıvergent

explanatıon, John adds that Jesus sa1d thıs characters an Iıved in dıfferent times ıN! CIrCUuM-
indıcate the nd of death DY which Peter WOU LaAances Accordıingly, when studyıng theır spırıtual-

glorıfy God For DPeter tollowıng Jesus IL, HIC finds dıfferent elements AN! aSPCCLS, 4A5 the
summarıes är the en! of the sect10ons above demon-ımplied that he had glorıfy God DYy hıs death

At that tiıme other people ould decıde what Deter Strate Nevertheless, the analysıs has also Drought
had do He would love hıs MmMaster L10 less than lıght SUOILIC elements that ATC characterıst1ic of
when he W AS but he ould be quıite dıfferent TMNOTC than ONC of these anı that CONNECT
ftrom the zealous soldıer of John 13:37 He ould them wıth each other.

longer be independent INan, who decıded Fırst, Praycr obvıously 15 essentıa] element
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Throughou thıs AaVE used the MMOTC famıl-of evangelıcal spiırıtualıty. It IMay be disappomting,
then, dıscover that wıth the exception of Davıd, 1Ar 1a raham and NOT Abram, the LAanılc he
the Bıble (017 NOT tell much about the PraVers of had before God changed hıs accordıng Gen

EL  yıthe models of spirıtualıity studıed in thıs artıcle. rule, quotations TOM Scripture EnglıshYet remarkable aspect Can be noted, namely the translatıon have been taken from NI
frankness hıch SONMNIC of them (especıally Abraham On Gen 15:1-6, SCC W:  5 DEe gerechtig-AN! Job) dısplayed 1ın theır Prayers. .Od’s ANSWET he1id DA  S VAam. Exegese an GENESLS 15:6 (Kamper

Job cshows that OC 15 NOL free SaV God Bıdragen SI Barneveld De Vuurbaak,
everything that up in nNne’s  2 eart However, * Lev 9:24:; Num 16:22; Josh Judg
other make 1T crystal-clear that God allows hıs 13:20: Sam 25125 Ezek _:28: ron TG
people much reedom when thev CAPDICSS what they agalnst C'laus Westermann, GEnesis (BKAL H1

5: Neukıirchen-Vluyn: Neukırchener Verlag, 197/4-ATC WOorry1ıng about. In other words, he 15 ıke
2:325 Westermann ıghtly emphasıses thatreal tather, who loves ar hıs chıildren talkıng

hım obedience figures LTNOTC promiınently in Gen 1L than
faıth, but f doubtful whether thıs chapterSecond, humılıty dıstınguıished Davıd from (whıch Westermann, tradıtıonally, attrıbutes

Saul Sımılarly, Peter xhorted all Christians be hould be contrasted wıth the descrıption of bra-
humble Job had admıt that AS5 MC human ham the er of faıth in Gen 15:1-6, Wester-

doesbeing he W ds NOT able Judge the WaY in whiıch
God ruled VE hıs ıfe AN! the whole world See Mat 22:43; Acts 1:16; 2750) 4:25; Heb
Abraham contessed that he W as “buıt ust and Note that the STOFV of Davıd’s adultery wıth Bath-

and the murder of rıah does NOT ınashes_.” Evıdently, humılıty MUST be outstandıng Chroniclesfeature of CVCLY spirıtualıty that SCTS by
the “evangelıcal. See Sam 23:2-5: 9-13; 30:7-8; Sam 2:1-

/-29: also Sam 22:5-6Thırd, each of these models of spiırıtualıty had See Sam 23:24-29:; Z Sam 1:15: 4: 12: 6:1-2;shortcomıngs AY weaknesses. In MOST C  „ GOod S:1-14; 10:7 1/: LUNL: 15:14:; 20 LO
dıd NOLT blame hem tor that He lowed them TT Contrast Davıd’s tear expressed in Sam S wıth
much time learn what 15 iınvolved ın lıyıng wıth 24:20; 25:29 26:24
hım and traın theır spırıtual ıtfe hıs applıes 12 (Overviews of Aavıd’s ıfe that ATIC much INOTITC crıit1-
especıially Davıd AN! Feter. Dut also Abraham cal than the above E: be OUnN:! ın recent biogra-
AN! Job 1Ihey could become models of spirıtualıty phıes, such Steven cKenzıe, Kıng Davıd.
only thanks long, PIOCCSS of stumblıng, £all- Buography (Oxfor: or University rESS,

and Baruch Halpern, Davıd SECVeEt Demons: Mes-Ing AaNnı! MSINS 0)8! the basıs of Od’s an sınh, Murderen, Iraıtoy, Kıng ranı Rapıds Ferd-forgıveness. INaNs, PSP biographıies do NOT intendI ZOCS wıthout Sayıng that other models had I'CP1'CSCHt the bıblıcal VICW of Davıd Instead, theyeen selected from the Bıble, the OUTCOME miıght prefer read the ıblıcal ACCOUNT “agalnst the grain”DAr been dıfferent. Yet 1T Can be claımed that the (McKenzıe, 45) imagıne the EVENTS “from
35P6CCS AN! elements Just mentıoned, which Cal be polıtical and ıdeologiıcal posıtıon opposıte that of
tound 1n LOTC of the models studıed above, the text” Halpern, VYet they IMay be helpful for
should be integrated 1n AaLLy genulNeE evangelıcal those who 5 Study Davıd’s ıfe from the pCI-
spiırıtualıty. spective of the Books of Samuel in SOINC

Fırst, thev ‚e ON  ( read the VC dIiC-

fully and 4vo1d the pıtfa of overlookıng NCSa-Rev Professor Gert Kwakkel teaches Old Tes-
AT A the ITheological Universıity of the Gere- t1ve 3.SPCCIZS of Davıd’s behavıour of interpreting

hıs act1ons LOO posıtıvely. Second, thev chow how
tormeerde Kerken ın Nederland (Vrıyjgemaakt) 1ın delıcate Davıd’s posıtıon often WasS the AD DCAL-Kampen, Ihe Netherlands. ANNCES WEeETC agalnst hım Aat several OCCAS1IONS (see C

SamZ Sam 3-14; 16:8: 83-9
15 Note that the verb ı171 15 used for bothOtes reacti1on Sam 6: / and Davıd’s reaction 6:8

E de Bruyne, “Ethıiek spirıtualıteit”, although there 15 mınor dıfference ın that N ın
1n EVE  A heologıe vandaag: Orientatie O€es OT IET iın 6:8)

Davıd’s decısıon NOT take the ark wıth hım whenverantwoording (ed de Bruyne; 1U-Be-
zınnıngsreecks 4: Barneveld De Vuurbaak, he Hed from Absalom (2 Sam 15:25-26) also shows
103-106 that he had earned the rg t attıtude ':owards the
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ark 11l 36:6-7/
15 C£. also Sam 10  ©O On the relatıonshıp between 25 See Job O-21; 1-22; 107 25:10-12; 27:5-

10:8 and 1=-15, C Phılıps Long, The
of 10L1CA: 1StOrY (Foundatıons of Contemporary 26 C£. Iso Job 9: 19:6-7; 30:20
Interpretation 5° rand pP1ds Zondervan, Ihe Sa ıdea be ftound 1n Eeccel E  —
05-218 28 The ımperfect XVEBALVOV in 3: 1 INAaYy be taken in thıs
For Davıd’s humilıty, also CC Sam /ET8: Z I2  „ thus C Sımon Kıstemaker, Exposttuion ofHebrew ] Ta Dıel “t0 bless,” here euphemistic for the AÄcts of the Äbpostles (New Jestament Commen:-CUrSG. ın Kgs Z1:10. ES: Ds 10:3; Job L:11: CarV; rand Rapıds Baker, LO However,2 c£. 153b It Just probable nhat f pictures the SCECI]|AaVI| Clınes, Job 120 (WBC L/  „ allas Word
Books, S: Ellen Van o  , A lext-Seman- of Peter and John go1ing up the temple, 1C

W dS$S interrupted DY the actıon of the cr1ppledt1C Study of the Hebrew Bıble, Ilustrated wıth (V. SNoah and o  , 113 AL ET
en Van ©  C Meneer EDYOUW Job Job In Kıstemaker, Exposttion, 376, ıntfers TOM Ds 55:18

gesprek MET Zun DVYOUW, Zn vrıenden G0d aarn and Dan 6:11 6:10) that mornıng,
DNOON and evenıng WeTrTC the times f prıvate PravyerTlen Häave., 24-26

20 E Clınes, Job 1-20, Israel, but hıs argument 15 inconclusıve; c$. also
Ar See C Dss 10:14: ZZ72 42:10; 4-25:; 88:15 Bruce, The AÄcts the ÄAbostles. The Greek Text
A C ınes. JoO 1-20, “It 15 rather SOMMNMC kınd of wıth Introduction and Commentary (3rd Ca ranı

trustfulness that God knows what he 15 domn  29 Rapıds Ekerdmans 19090 254
23 For refutatıon of the VIeEW that the phrase dıd Perhaps Peter alludes these words of Jesus ın

NOT SIN wıth hıs lıps  2 ımplıes that he dıd SIN ın hıs Det 1:14 cf. Houwelıngen, Petrus EN

heart, S InEs, J00O 1-20, 55 Judas. Testament In tweevoud (Commentaar het
24 See C Job 4:/-8; 11:6; 13-15; I-11: 34: 1()- Nıeuwe Jestäment: Kampen Kok, 453-

IThe Unique and Universal Christ
Jesus in Plural World

Miıchael Nazır Alı
I hese days there ATIC tremendous PICSSULCS (1 Chrıstians contorm lıbertarıan VISION oft multı-tfaiıch

SOCIELY where OTMC makes trruth-claıms abourt theır ftaırh In such SıtuatiON, Chrıistians need thınk atfresh
about the UN1ıquENESS and unıversalıty of Jesus Chrıst ıN! whar thıs mıght [N1Can 1n today's plural world

In thıs DOOK, Bıshop Michael Nazır- Alı ShOows HOoWw Jesus’ understandıng of hımselft an hH1s work bears (1

CONTCMPOTALV cultures and theır values: whart does the gospel affırm, whart does ıt fulfıl aM whart does 1T
challenge? How does OUr understandıng of the erucıtied an rısen ord attect 1e6W of the human condıtion?

How Cal WC evaluate the dıfferent rel1g10U0s tradıtıons of the world 1n the 1ght ot Chrıst? How C Al WE be
welcomıng and hospitable but Iso commıtted LO that cCONVversi1o0n and transtormatıon of ındıyıduals AN! of

human SOCIETIES whiıch has been revealed G0d’s 1ın Chrıist?

‘Biıshop Nazır-Alı, the MOST trusted bıshop ın the Anglıcan Commun1on, speaks both secularısm an Islam from
the VANTAgeE of ımpressive, Iudic10us and readaOtLeE scholarshıp, world-wide EV1LENCE AN nNOoWLEAGeE of Islam,

ell as from thorough groundıng ın 1blıcal and orthodox faıth.?
Bıshop ItzsımmoOons Allıson, retiıred Bıshop of South Carolıina, USA

ıchael Nazır Alı 15 the Bıshop of Rochester. He WAS previously General Secretary of the Church Mıssıon Society and.
before that, the Bıshop of Raitwind In Pakıstan.
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