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Plea for Pietism
Stanıslarv Pietak

UMMARY
tiısm dre discussed and SOMME well-known Pletists Spener,

This article argues that Pı  tism IS the hest form of EVaTll- rancke dare introduced ASs wel|l ASs SOTTIE ZeC Ur
sentatıvesgelica| spirituality. The hin!ical and historical 191915 of PIe-

RESUME
el historiques du pretisme, considere des igures hbien

L auteur soutlient JUE lE pletisme est la meilleure forme COMNMNUES du pletisme (Spener, Francke), alnsı UJUC quel-
de spiritualite Evangelique. traıte des acınes bibliques UJUCS representants tcheques de mMmOUuvement.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG
historischen urzeln des Prjetismus werden diskutiert

[ Dieser Artikel argumentiert, dass der Pjetismus die heste und einIıge bekannte Pletisten (Spener, rancke SOWIE
Form evangelikaler Spiritualität Iıst DITZ biblischen und einıge tschechischen kepräasentanten werden vorgestellt.

Joday’s evangelıcal MOVEMECNT OWS OUL of the My thesıs 15 that Dietism I'CPI'CSCIITIS ONC of the
Reformatıon AaN! several later revıval OVvVemMent: MOST ımportant of the evangelıcal LMNOVC-
We find the of evangelıcal spırıtualıty in MICHTE Dietism has IManıy shapes A the PI'CSCIIt
Scripture, and CVCLYV AYC of the church has eft u artıcle Can only provıde brief introduction. When
PreCc10us Jegacıes. If take Britain AS example, emphasıze the suffix 15M in the word Pıetism,

Cal rSst of all learn from the CGeltic 1sSsıon an Cal ME both the strengths An the weaknesses
the CHTTEN:E revıval of ItSs theology and spirıtuality.” of thıs However, when STrESS Its
Later, wrıtes Patrıck Johnstone, COTC interest, metas, Latın word meanıng PIEtY,

devotion (tO God), then find that IT has beBrıitain has had such after CCNTUFY
through Wyclıffe ın the ifteenth» the key feature of all Chrıiıstian ıte

Reformatıon in the sixteenth, the Purıtans 1n
the seventeenth, the Wesley-Whıtefield revıval From the hıstory of Pietismin the eiıghteenth aAM the kvangelıcal Revıval of
the mıd-nıneteenth. Let us take notıice of SOMNIC points 1ın the histOory of

Dietism. Ihe Reformatıon iın the sıxteenthIT 15 still Z01INg DUr specı1al emphasıs the Holy Scripture an
The effects of the Welsh aAMn Pentecostal Rewvı1- made sola scrıptura, the Scriptures alone, key prin-als AT the beginniıng of the last contınue cıple. Yet the spirıtual inıtı1ated DYreverberate around the world thıs day.“ the Reformatıion comprised both teachıng based

Sımilar OVEMENTS CGd  — be observed ın INan V the Bıble AN! pI0OUS spirıtualıty. Martın ] uther
other cauntrıes ScarnıdınaVla, Germany, the USA remınded hıs students anı P9.StOI‘S of the PrINC1-
Durmg the Iast hunared ere aVE een ple that theologıan only becomes theologıan
LLL S121019cant EYVIVA DYy practicing OVAatLO prayer), meditatıo (devotion
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led DV 0d’s Word and Holy Spirıt) ıN! tentatıo COINIMMON priesthood, the priesthood of all
behevers AS mentioned 1n Peter 2:5 AN!(temptatıion, examınatıon 0)8! faıth). Luther hımself

prayed three TIHNOTC hours da Revelatıon 1 5:1  S
Jan Amos Komensky (Comeni1us, 1592-1670), Cultivate the OVEC of the brethren, NOLT onl

the last bıshop of the old Brethren Church Mora- theır intellectual knowledge of the Chrıstian
vian Church Unıitas Fratrum) 1in Oravıa (NOW faıth
the C7zech Republık) wondertul book ead rel1g10U0s dısputes only in order that VOU
the DVaxXıs Hretatıs in which he X1VES guldance miıght W1In the heart of somebody, but
how Iıve wıth God hıs W d5S5 st1ll before the hurt them wıth argu  S
beginniıng of Dietism PrODCL. However, later in the FEducate CVCIYV P8.SCOI' both in theologıcal

knowledge AaN! 881 devotional lıteseventeenth the Reformation
g0t stuck 88! doectrinal dısputes whıiıle the ıfe of faıth Make CVCLY effort iın yYOUr preaching
of the belıevers W as under attack for INalıy FCASONS, instruct Chrıstians the subject f taıth an
OMNC of whıiıch W as the Thırty Years Wari 1ts frunt.
whiıich nearly annıhılated the Moravıan Church * Among hıs MOST important followers ATC August

At that time Phıllıp Spener SICW up He ermann Francke (1663-1/2/), whi established
W d Orn 1n 1635 1ın Rappoltsweiler (Elsas) AN! the traınıng an 1SS1O0N GCENFTeE 1ın Halle,* AaN!
dıed ın 1705 In hıs youth he W as strongly ınfiu- Nıcolaus Ludwıg VO  3 Zanzendort (1700-1760),”
enced Dy Johann Arnat,* the author of Paradıes- wh. provıded refuge tor Moravıan Brethren 1n
gärtlein aller chrıstlıchen Tugenden (Garden of Herrnhut. Francke partıcularly joıned spirıtuality
Paradise. Spener visıted Johann Buxtorf and practical aCt1VItY. He prepared INalıy projects
the Younger (1599-1664)’ in RBasel in 1659, tor the royal COUTFT. tor example the rESUTSCNCEC
IMprove hıs knowledge of ebrew and rabbınıc of busıness AN! the bulldıng of channels aM har-
lıterature. Buxtorf W3aSs convınced of the verbal bours. He established orphanages, pedagogical
inspıratıon of the Bıble an Spener accepted thıs publıshıng house, drugstore an other instıitu-
teachıng LO  O In thıs WaV he AN! hıs followers, the t10NS. Hıs Collegiıum Orıientale 1702 4 later
Pietists, had respECL tor the Bıble 4S the Word Bıblıcal Institute led M1SS1ONALY wıth
of God orth Amerı1Cca, Chına, Russıa and other countrıes.

In the 4-1 SOTILIC 3000 students from

thanks Francke’s attractıveness.
al] VCTr Europe studıed AF the Universıity of Halle

Spener’s ideas
Spener W3AS oifted theologıan AN! pastor who In the second Part of thıs 111 TÜW 0)8!

became SeN107 pastor ın Frankfurt Maın (1666) the thınkıng of these Pıetists, Spener and
then preacher Ar the royal ın Dresden Francke, for the church today.
an later PI‘OPSC (vice-bıshop) ın Berlıin. Orthodox
CrItics regarded 4S questionable hıs teachıng about
L1CW bırth, Justification, holiness an eschatology. Pıetas in Scripture

VOUNS pastor in Frankfurt Maın, Spener Ihe apostle aul ften SCS the CEXpress1ONS In
Christ and In Chrıst Jesus describe the Christianencouraged people deepen theır spırıtual lıves.
hfe: for example:He SEeTt SIMa STOUDS, the O-called collegıa hreta-

S, ın whıch belıevers prayed AN! studıed the Bıble Therefore; there 15 110 condemnatıon for
together. Hıs enemı1es sed Sa y that these collegıa those who ATIC in Chriıst Jesus (EV APLOTO Inocov),
hretatıs WEEIC ecclesiola In ecclesun , unwanted factıons because through Chriıst Jesus (EV APLOTW Inocov)
wıthın the Church, but these STOUDS WCCIC 1n realıty the law of the Spirıt of ıfe ST free from the
lıyıng cells of the SroW1INg church. law of SIN aM death Romans 8S:1-2; N

In the VCaAL 16/5, Spener publıshed Pıa PSLde- ut the ıfe In Christ 1S NOLT Just prıvate affaır. 1T
/a (Pıous Wiıshes). hıs small book became PIO- includes both holıness aM servıice and 1T lasts for
STAMME of the pletistic 1 COmPprIses CVCILI, AS C Ad1il S 1n other authors 4A5 well
SIX partıcular princıples: Relıgion that God (FT Father ACCCDEIS AS

Use the Word ofGod ıIn order deepen VOULF 2881 faultless 1S thıs O0k after orphans and
personal devotional ıfe W1dOWws 1in theır mistress and keep oneself from
Encourage all belıevers truly become the DEINS polluted DYy the WOFr. (James 27
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And thıs 15 the testimOnY: God has g1ıven us ration. They WLG sıngers, AN! the fOcus
eternal Lfe. AN! thıs ıfe 15 in hıs Son (1 John of theır worshıp Ar Herrnhut W asSs Christ CTIU-

5 11) cıhed Theır emphasıs the brought
'Ihıs ıte 15 A gift of the 0d’s vhıch also PIO- them genume humıulıty AI penitence.
duces the frut of the Spirıt (Galatıans 2-23) Ihe of Christ stimulates tollowers of Jesus 1n
TIThe ıfe 1n Christ 15 CONtINUOUS PDITOCCSS whiıich 1SS10N well Stott continues:
beg1ins wıth the NCW bırth (1 DPeter 1:3-4). Jesus But the Moravıans A1LC est known W M1SS1-
SayS that the MOSLT ımportant ZISPCCt of the spirıtual ONaLYy Whiıle still schoolboy, Zain-
ıfe AT the frunts, NOT words: zendorf ounded “the Order of the Grain of

Not CVECLVOILIC who calls theır 1Lord 111 SEL Mustard Seecd , AN! he lost hıs M1SS1ONArY
Into the kıngdom of heaven. Only the TI who zeal Agaıln, 1t W as the whıch stimulated
obey Father in heaven wıll SEL in On the hım aN! hıs tollowers thıs eXpression of self-
day of Judgment INally 111 call theır Lord 1VviNg love. Between 1737 AN! 1736 Moravıan
Ihey wıll Sd V, We preached iın YOUL NaINC, AN! M1SSIONS WEeEeTITC ounded ın the Carıbbean, Green-
1n VOUTF aTICc torced UL demons AN! worked land. Kapland, North an South America, an
INaLıy miracles_ But wıll tell them.: °1 111 aVe South Afrıca, hıle later they brought M1SS10-
nothıng do wıth Vou.: Get urt of sıght, Na work ın Labrador,5 Australıan abo-
VOU evıl] people!” (Matthew 1:253. CEV') rıginals aM ON the Tıbetan border.*!

And followıng parable about buılders 15 Evangelıcal Churches 7T MOveMeENnNtT: sıgnıfıcantly
equally practical: STreESS 1SS10N ıN evangelısatıon 4S dırect COIl-

yone who DAr 2AN! obeys these teachıngs of of theır theology. Ihe church 15 well-
ounded ıf It tfulfils the Great Commiıssıon, for themıne 15 ıke WI1ISE PCISON wh. built house

solıd rock. (Matthew /:24) LOord 15 God of 1SS10N. Wrıiting about the ımpera-
t1ve of M1SS10N, DPavel Cerny sSummMaAarızes hıs aAargu-
MECNL AS ollows:

Pıetas in ıfe of the Church Unfortunately, unclear theologıcal understan-
Francıs Schaeffer that ın order maılntaın dıng of Christology moved the ecumenı1cal
the of orthodox evangelıcalısm 1T 15 1ICCCS- back Al the demıi1se of evangelısm
5Sd. keep three rules: has deepened. “ OArIist's work of salvatıon 15 the

Ir 15 clearly maılntaın the teachıng real toundatıon AaN! imperatıve of 1ssı1ıon. *“
of the tradıtional Christianıty. Always aV

honest ANSWCT CVCLY honest question.
Every sıngle PECISON ıN: the church 4S whole example 1TOom former Czechoslovakıa

show that the Lord exyısts. 19 After the Second World War, pastor Vladıslav
At the SAUaImnıc tıme iıt 15 for the church Santarıus (1 989) tormulated princıples of

proclaım the truth plaınly, A4ASSUNMIC defi- Ihe Inner 1SS1O0N in Czechoslovakıa. In hıs book-
nıte attıtude agalnst untruth an demonstrate let Several sımple ESSOYS VOOLEMNS In the Church of

VT In the New Testament are skromnych UWAGlove. CO thıngs CANNOT always be held together
easıly! do problematykı Koscıola hrystusowego Nowym

Ihe key doctrine of tradıtional Chrıstianıty 15 Its Testamencıe) 13 he develops twelve key princıples:
teachıng about the crucıfied, resurrected and g10- Pee general princıples of the church:
riıhed Chrıst IThe of Chrıst 15 the strongest
Motıvatıon for all ErVants be devoted 1in MI1nN-

We belıeve ın the trıune, eternal: personal
ord God Father, Son AN! Holy Spiırıt.

IStTIY. John tott ıllustrates how Chrıistian COIMN1- We belıeve that the Lord God 15 Creator
munıty ( A be comprehensively stimulated DYy the anı 1Lord of humanıty an of CVECLY CrCatUure;

ıN! SCS example of the Moravıan reth- therefore honour AN! glory belong only
TI Hım

The Moravıans’ STrESS W.4dS Christianıty 4S We belıeve that God created humankınd from
relıgıon of the and of the eart Fruits of the ust Because God breathed ımmortal
theır ıfe under the of Chriıst WCIC visıble. spirıt Into hım, I1an 15 ‚Od’s unıque creation
First, thev WEeEeTITC certamly communıty of celeb- the ecarth; responsıble God Aın called
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eternal lıfe cCOom1ng of Jesus Chriıst 4A5 the Maın pomnt
of bıblıcal eschatology. hıs JOyous hopeIhree princıples of the Reformatıion:

We belıeve that salvatıon ESs NOLT depend ON penetr atec the ıte an work of Christ’s
human meriıts. It 15 gıft of Od’s ın church!

he teachıng based these princıples called OUuUTJesus Chriıst through hıs blood sacrıfiıce
Golgotha. Humanıty recCelVves the oift of Jus- signıfıcant whıch ınfiuenced evangelı-
tificatıon An salvatıon DY taıth cal churches 1n former C7zechoslovakıa anı Poland
We belıeve that the Holy Spirıt called Christ’s durıng the Communıiıst rule Ihe emphasıs ON the
church Into lıfe, NOLT 4A5 human Oorganızatıon COINMMON priesthood helped INan y COoNgregations
but the lıyvıng organısm of Christ’s body. SUFrVIVEe the hard times of the cCOommMuUNISt ODPDTICS-
Therefore It 15 the Holy Spirıt wh. makes S10N.
dec1s1ıOns about her actıvıties, NOLT people.
We belıeve that the Scripture of (Jld AN! New
Tlestament 15 fundamental AN! the only 82858 IThe contribution of Pietism
of act1vıty 1ın Christ’s church Every human SIl up the contrıibution of Pıetism evangelıcal
decısıon MUSL be in aQT' CemECNT wıth the Scr1p- Christianıity. It 15 1fs emphasıs personal rela-
Lure tiıonshıp wıth the LOord whiıich beg1ins wıth COTM1LVECI-

S10N (NeWw bırth) AaN! 15 tollowed DYy dıscıpleshıpAnother S1IX princıples from the New Testament,. of Jesus Chriıst AN! bearıng, the frunt of the Holywhıch AL NOoWwadays often neglected ın tradıtıional
churches: Spirıt. DPietism acce PtS taıth both AS teachıng aAM

We belıeve that Jesus Christ 15 100% needed AS style of ıfe Wıth the Reformatıon, IT empha-
S17€S 0d’s inıt1atıve of z  ’ the tragedy of SINtoday AS well AS 100% sufficıent tor the sal- and the nNeCESSILY of salvatıon 1in Christ. It endorsesvatıon of CVCLV PCISON. IThere 15 nothıng,

adı the of the Reformatıion: solus Christus, sola
We belıeve that Jesus Christ changes humans fide, sola gratin, sola redemptione Christ, an sola
Into CW creation of GOod hrough the Holv Scriptura. Hence It ollows that there 15 STrESS ()I1

the followıng things:Spirıt. hıs 15 the miracle fbeing born agaln.
Ihe primary 1SS10N of Christ’s church 15 Followiıng Jesus Chriıst ın the daıly ıfe whiıch
evangelızatıon, ead CVCIY PCISON Jesus DESINS wıth the ME biırth DYy the Holy Spirıt
Chrıst hıs 15 the bıblical WaY of salvatıon. an cCarrıes wıth dıscıpleshıp in Christ.
We belıeve that the Iıves of people who d1iC Ihe Holy Scripture AS the rule of faıth ıN!
Orn agaln 1n Chrıst AUC, Aiılled wıth love that the of hfe, ıts regular study 1ın private
15 manıtested DYy act1on, NOL DY CMPTY, P10US ıfe an ın small cells of spırıtual growth, an
words. Diaconal SerVICE the needy 15 the actıve ıte of Praycr.second ımportant M1IsSsSION of OChrist’s church Ihe COIMMNMON priesthood of belıevers, that

IL1Cans actıve faıth demonstrated in WIT-hıs 15 the bıblıcal WaY of ıfe
10.We belıeve that Holy Spirıt carrıes OUuUtTt the CcsS5 DYy words AN! deeds in famıly lıfe, iın the

TOSTaAMM of Jesus Chrıst 0)8! earth 'Ihe koinonı1a of the church, in sOCIety DY charıtyHoly Spiırıt 15 NOT COY. He leads humans dıakonia) aı ın 1SS10N.
toward Jesus, He changes them through He DPietism 15 A StroNg call buld the personal rela-bırth ın Jesus anı He CqU1pS them SCITIVC t10N Jesus Chrıst Ihomas Wang, Internationalan glorıfy Jesus. Christ’s church was estab- IDirector of the ] ausanne Commıttee tor WorldIıshed DYy the Holy Spirıt an VeSs DY hıs kvangelızatıon, Just before Lausanne I1

1 1.We belıeve that the priesthood of 11 belıev- We ATC all DUSY preaching, speakıng, teachıng,
ETS 15 the only ftorm ftor aCt1VIty 1ın Chrıist's researchıng, wrıting, publıshıng, Droadcastıng
church. hıs 15 connected the practical aMn telecastıng. But ATC lıstenıng? Has OUrTr

actıvıtıes of CVCIY regenNeCrate PCISON an all frantıc WaV of ıfe made Ur relatıon G0d
G0d’s people. Dıvısıon 1Into Jaıty an clergy ONC-WaAV street?... Perhaps should all ECOHINIE

CAauscs dysfunction. before the Lord ıke VOUNS prophet Samuel dıd
an Sa y God, pe Lord, for chy SErVAant 1S12.We belıeve that the MOST beautıiful PCISPCC-

t1ve of Chrıist’s church W AS an 15 the second lıstening”.
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