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SE  5 Bıblical and Beformed Perspectives
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SUMMARY
obje the infinite vet Dersonal Ciod N considers SOTTIE

This study deals ith the question of the testing of the extraordinary manitfestations of the Spirit In Scripture,
spirıts and of the diverse forms of spiritualities ETICOUTI- seeking pomnt Out the specificity of such experliences.
tered ın the contemporary world HOow IS OMNE espond Finally, ın the Ig of Deuteronomy 1 Fa (18, 21-22

the charismatic emphasis gıven the Christian experi- and ohn 4:1-6, ıt sepks estabhlish SOTTIE fundamental
ETI1ICE CT the claims miracles ın IManYy circles today? criteria for healthy discernment that IS helpful and chal-
What criteria Cal the believer USE In order ExXxercCIse lenging the individual as well tOo the communıty.

ature form of discernment? The AarSsuecs that Relevant characteristics of the spirituality of the Reforma-
Christian spirituality IS determined essentially DY ıts tıon Adre Driefly emphasised In the concluding section

RESUMFE determine 1a spiritualite chretienne. Ensulte, evoque
quelques manifestations extraordinaires de ’Esprit FaPD-

ette Etude aborde Ia question du discernement des portees dans les Ecritures relevant les Caracteristiques
esprits et de Ia diversite des spiritualites rencontree et Ia nature de CS experiences. nfin, Ia umiere de
seın du monde contemporalin. ( omment considerer Ia deux bibliques, Deuteronome 3 125 ö 8/ Z
forme Charismatique de l’experience chretienne Ia 27 et 1 Jean 41 -6, cherchera etablir des criteres DET-
pratique des miracles dans bien des milieux aujourd’hutl eftant d’exercer discernement saln, qu! SOIt Ia OIS
Quels sont les criteres QU! Dbermettent AUX Croyants un  D aide el UE stimulation DOUT l’individu mMm DOUT
d’exercer discernement QqUI SOIt ’expression de Ia communaute. Pour conclure Celite etude, quelques
Ia maturite de Ia fO| Cet article argumente UJUC ö est nertinents de Ia spiritualite ISSUE de Ia Reforme
essentiellement ’objet, Ie Ieu infin! et personnel, qU! seront hbrievement presentes.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG ihrem Objekt hestimmt wird, dem unendlichen, doch
persönlichen (jott. Fr edenkt einıge aufßergewöhnliche

[ )iese Untersuchung behandelt die rrage der nter- Manitestationen des (‚elstes In der ibel und versucht,
scheidung der (elster und der verschiedenen rten VOT) die hbesondere Ausprägung olcher Erfahrungen heraus-

zuarbeiten. Im | ichte Vo Mose 1335 (18,27-22)Spiritualitäten, denen [1Nan In der zeitgenössischen Welt
egegnet. Wiıe SOIl [Nan\n auf die charismatische Beto- und Johannes 4,1- versucht er abschließend, einige
NUung reagleren, die auf die christliche Erfahrung gelegt grundlegende Kriterien für eın gesundes Urteilsvermö-
wird, oder auf die Behauptung Vo Wundern In vielen SsCN etablieren, das sowohl für den Einzelnen als auch
eutigen Kreisen? Welche Krıterien kann eın Gläubiger für die emenınde hilfreich und herausfordern ıst. Im
benutzen, reifen Urteilen gelangen? |Der Artikel abschließenden Abschnitt werden Kurz relevante ( °ha-
argumentiert, dass christliche Spiritualität wesentlich VOo  —_ rakteristika der Spiritualität der Reformatoren betont.

My subject 15 the question of the testing of the mMatıc diımens10ns of the Chrıistian experience aAM
Spirits and of the dıverse spirıtualities COMIC the claıms miıracles 1n INany cırcles today? Is IT
( 355 a  a Chrıistians 1n OUrTr CONLCMPOF ary world ossıble establısh bıblıcally based crıter1a which
For example, how ATC respond the charıs- wıll enable believers dıscern ın T WaYy”
>  T EIT 197
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111 deal YrSt of all wıth the NALUTEe of Chrıistian problem hıes eiıther the fact that thev do NOT AT
CXPCIICHECC emphasısıng that Christian spırıtual- aln y object the confusıon between CONTLEN-

15 determıned Dy ICS object 11l then consıder platıon of object and enjoyment of the sıght
SOMIC extraordınary manıfestations of the Spirıt 1171 of the object We CANNOLT AL the SAILIC (1

Scripture seckıng ur the specıficıty of OUTr 111er ACTIVICIES An contemplate them For
such spiırıtual CADCI1CNCCS finally, the basıs of when yYOU SC table VOoUu the ACT
the Fr PO1NETS 111 seek establısh SOINC of SCCINS an YOU contemplate the tal Jhen;
fundamental hıch Call help us ıf yYOU thınk about the sıght, yYOU contemplate the
A dıscernment that 15 both challenging an edıfy sıght and vVOUu the thought. In Surprised by Joy
INS the ındıvıdual aAM the COMMUNILV OQINE Lewiıs makes thıs ı1nterest1ng COMMEeNT.
relevant characterıistics ot the spırıtualıty of the It seemed seJf- evıdent that HIC essentıal
Reformatıon 111 be emphasısed the concludıng property of love ate fear hope CH. desıre WAS
ecCcCiI1i0on ttention theır object lo thınkıng about

attending the IN  C far
lovıng chınkıng about attendingFundamental aSpeCts of spirıtualı

wiıthın the historic Christian faıth the dreaded chıng 15 far being afraıd
But attend yYOUTF WI) love tear 15

The object of Christian spirıtualıty attending the loved dreaded object
What the of Chrıiıstian spirıtualıity? Is In the Sadille WdV what character1ises Chrıiıstian SD1T-

ıtualıty 15 1CS object God We CANNOLT Al the SAaI1LlCc1T essentlially subnectıve the WaYV that modern
humanıst psychology 1t” Subjective the LIME 1008 AGLIVIHES AN! contemplate

them When WC do ımmediatelythat doesn’t have obgect that 1T 15 the prod-
UCE of the human Spll'lt aMn effort of the wakenıng COQOUT relatıon wıth God OUTr wıth hım
of feelıngs of iımagınatıon: In that (CdSC SPDI1L- CT ourselves off from the object whıich COUTL

spırıtual CXPDCI1CNCC 15 ounded. We ATC eft wıthıtualıty 15 akın psychologica. enNdeavour wıthout
PICCISC CONTENT outsıde of ıtself It 15 both relatıve 111all--made rel1g10U0s IT psychological CADCILICIICC

spırıtualıty.and beyond verıfication.
If. however, spırıtuality ı15 NOLT merely subjec- The infinıte AAanpersonal Godbut upbON objective foundatıon AT

nAs A DICCISC CONTtENL, whatr 1ı15 1CS„ how Can Therefore the ftoundatıon of the specıfic character
H be defined how CM 1T be iıdentihed> What of bıblıcal spirıtuality 15 ICS object ınfinıte
of relatıonshıp O€s 1T offer? Ihe ANSWECT these an personal being (Jne of the PresuppOS1IL10NS
QqUESTIONS 15 essentı1al because Iıve A culture underlyıng SOMNIC modern theologıcal CUT-

and CTOO often churches whiıch aVC confused 15 that GoOod 15 totally other MCANINS that he 15

the Cr 15 supermarket of spırıtualıties bevond [CasSOI concept an language Hınduism
emphasıses the ımpersonal NAature of the dıvınewhich tor the MOSLT part CONVCY iımmedi1ate

SCNSALION of being OWEVer al LOO ften such whıle the emphasıs of Islam 15 essentıall
transcendent an thus dıstant God 'Ihe bıblıcalCADCI1CNCCS, because of ack of depth, AT C short-

lıved; despair an anguısh FrCSalN theır rıghts ı11 the pers CCLIVEC rCCOSNISCS that God AS the C'reator 15

face of such cruel realıty. ındeed totally other AaN! transcendent he dıstiınct
TIhe obyect of spırıtualıty ı15 the Bl hand the from hıs It also afırms AT the SAaLl1C Lime

infinıte AT personal God whi ACTS the world that he 15 imMmmanen personal eing wh. thınks
an OMMUNICATES wh. loves whıile rFeMaUNINSand the ıfe of hıs the believers Par-

ticular an the other hand the human being JUST wh. delıberates an AGES
who seeks reference beyond hımself that IThe UunıLYy an the dıversıity of the Irınıtarıan
111 bring PUrpOSC ıfe happıness AN! deep God confirm the all suffic1ıencV of the Lord of the
OINMUN10 wıth hıs t1ımate Vıs VIS HEIHILVGISC AdS ell 4S hıs iınfinıte AıN: personal charac-

ter Communiıication AN! love ATC Al the vVC CeMrtre
The ımportTance of the obzect of the deıty. It 15 thıs God wh: created [1M1all hıs

In contemporary forms of spırıtualıty, whether Ihe Just 1ıke hıs ultımate Viıs D2S
humanıst mystıcal and romanticıst! AaN! that 15 personal being wh. thınks an OMMUNICATLES
what SOLIILIC forms of Chriıstian spırıtualıty A the who loves whıiıle rema1nmg JUSt who delıberates



PIERRE ERTHOUD

An ıncarnate rıtnalıtyan ACTSs Hıs prımary callıng 15 precıisely lıve
interpersonal relatiıonshıp, recıprocal IntımMacy CIM But alas, 1Vve 1n the cshadow of death, ıfe 15 but
the vertical 1A5 ell AS the horizontal level.® valley ofs A1C confronted Dy suffering

aM evil. We also know somethıing about the solı-
Yuth Man spiritualıty tude that has ınvaded OUr lıves and about the frus

rec1procal relatiıonshıp ınvolves communıcatıon ratıon of OX spiırıtual aspırat1ons. It 15 precisely At
an therefore knowledge But thıs knowledge 15 of thıs pomnt that the motıf “creation — fall redemPp-

personal„ both objective an subjective. tion’ ıntervenes. Bıblıcal revelatıon X1Vves us the kev
It NCOM1IDASSCS all facultıes of [an 219 therefore the enı1gma of evil. It remınds Uus that evıl] 15 NOLT
resIists fragmentatıon. As CONSCQUCNCC, It chal- ontological, elated eINS, but moral. It springs
lenges all forms of dichotomy between knowledge torth from the subsequent of reedom and ıs
an faıth, truth A faıth, CVCI) head AN!
EaArt. Faıth an LrUuSTt dIC based what 15 TUSLT-

defined ın of rebelliıon agalnst God Ihe PUL
DOSC of the STOFV of revelatıon 15 help us dıscover

worthy truth communıcated DYy God that humans the redemption that God has brought iın order
C A truly understand, CVECMN ıf they do NOLT 1T reconcıle the CrGAfUure hımself£, re-establısh
exhaustıvely. hıs truth ofGod 15 the toundatıon of broken relation; relatiıonshıp of COMMUNICA-
bıblical spirıtualıty. It untolds throughout the hıs- t10N An love. 1lo SaVy that un 15 moral 15 of ULMOST
COFV of revelatıon and 15 fully manıfested in Jesus iımportance. It enables us‘
the Christ. It OCSs NOTLT only g1ve meanıng the declare that God 15 good There 15 ınk-
bel:ever’'s lıfe, ut ımplıes that cCOMMUNICATION 1S
essent1al tor al] IIe COMMUNION. lıng of evı] in God

the Or1g1ns of being AN! of evı]
A thus emphasıse the dıgnıty, reedom

Communıon wıth God A responsıbilıty of the human C(TE11LIFEe
1o be in commuUuNı10N wıth the God of Jesus Christ, ffer ADNSWCT the dılemma of
OUTr ultımate Vis-A-VIS, that 15 the nNnature of bıblı- humanıty, al A4d1L1ISWCT that 15 fully revealed
cal spirıtualıty. However, 1T Canı be defined in other us 1n Jesus Chrıst BYy dyıng ON the C  ' the
WaVS usıng both bıblıcal and non-bıbliıcal CADICS- Son of God takes UDOL hımself the death that
S10NS: mankınd deserved an he COVETS the believer

f

walk wıth God (Genesı1s 3:24; 6:9) wıth hıs Justice (rıghteousness). Hıs bodıly
be *the rıend of God’ (James 2.25) resurrection testifies the truth and authen-
be one wıth the Father and the Son John t1CIty of thıs extraordınary work iıncludıng

both propitiation AaN! explation.glorıfy G0d and eNJOVY hım torever. * nght agalnst evıl and inJustice of all kınds,
Ihe rec1procal INtIMaCY between Creator AN! C1CAd- iındıvıdual collective, wıthout fghting15 AT the eart of Chrıstian spirıtuality. It 15 agalnst God
the of the object, God, whıich determınes We ATC TE A the eart of spiırıtualıty AS 1t 15
both the torm an the CONTCNLT, tor the Father has descr1bed ın the wriıtten and incarnate Word of
NOLT kept sılent, he has really spoken, he has made God It 15 NOT CSCADC from the world, 3(0)8 15
hımself known 1n the categorıes of uman lan- 1T evasıon of LOO paınful realıty. It 15 offered
AUAYC and communıcatıon. I hereftorei IT 15 faıth us wıthın the created WOTr. ın the miıdst of OUr

grounded 1n personal An intellıgıble truth that fragıle human condıtıion AN! AT the VC GCENITTE of
nables NOW an NMeer God 'Ihe INSEVYL- OUTr mMIserY. (Jur whole ex1istence 15 renewed 1n the
MENET thereof 15 the Holy Spirıt wh. ıllumınates expectation of the transfiguration that 1S promised
aN) CI1CWS intellıgence, rFeVIVes ä o1Vves äl the time of the glor10us advent of Jesus Chriust.
L1ECW ımpulse ıfe Fınally, the dıstinctipe mMmark In the Meantime. God calls hıs chıildren
of thıs spirıtualıty 1$ NOLT the intensity of the CXDC- plısh theır daily tasks wıth faıthfulness, wısdom
rience, but the frunts produced ın the Church AS

and nourıshes theır ex1istence.
AN! 1n Uun10Nn wıth Chriıst who buılds gu1ldes

ell 4A5 1ın the CItY. ese frunts find theır eXpressi1on
ın the love of ne’Ss  d ne1ghbour, whiıich 15 nothing
less than the practice of the second pill't of the Tlen Extraordinary manıiıfestations of the Spirıit
Words that God revealed Moses (Exodus Z Scripture

Ihe hıstorıc Chrıistian faıth has tended mMınNımM1ısSEDeuteronomy 5
wl 5 ET F9:7
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the exXtraordınarYy, ecstatıc manıfestations of the of the Spirıt.
Spirıt in order PDut LLOTC emphasıs the objec- B Chronicles 26 ‘Davıd, together wıth the
t1ve character of the Chrıstian faıth and EXperencCe. commanders f the AI V, SECT Clpill't SOMMIC of
TIhe iınfinıte personal God eX1Sts ın truth. In the the of Asaph, Heman and Jeduthun tor
words of the Westmıinster Shorter Catechism: “God the MNIStry of prophesyıng, accompanıcd by
15 spirıt, infınıte, eternal and unchangeable in hıs harps, Iyres AN! cymbals.’
being, wısdom,. holıness, Justice, goodness In the SE PaASSASC, MUSIC 15 NOLT the CAUSC of
aAM truth ” hıs ınfinıte personal being has NOLT spırıtual CCSTASV the attaın it: It 15 onlv
remaıned sılent, he has revealed hımself. Ihe form accompanıment whıch predisposes Elısha
of cOoMMUNICATION he reflects hıs an reCE1IVE the Spirıt. Here MUS1IC has preparatory
character. 1+ 15 personal an varıcd: includıng the nNctıion ut 1T 15 the dıvıne Spirıt that reveals
UsSCc of the categorı1es of human language. Ihe WIT- the prophet the COIMENT of the IMNCSSALC he 15
C6sS$5 ofScripture the objective SE Iru though COoMMUNICATE the rebellious people.
NOT exhaustıive ofOd’s revelatıon 15 VCI- In the second PaASSAZC, MUSI1IC an SINZINS ATC

whelming.® LLOTC precısely manıfestations that ACCOMDAN the
Although Chrıistian experience aN! spiırıtual- cComıng of the Spirıt, hıs revelatory an transform-

ItV ınvolve both the mınd an CONSCIOUS C- ıng actıon (VS 6)
5 sıgnıfıcant number of in Scripture In the thırd PASSAZC, the author of Chronicles
recall SOINC extraordınary manıfestations of the reCOSNISES the prophetic value of sacred
Spirıt. hıs double dımensıon of the Spirıt's WISse Servants of Kıng Davıd iın charge of thıs SPC-
and powerful act1vıty AS It cCcCOMMUNICATES dıvıne cıfic MINISTTY. It 15 also indıcated that Heman W ds$
revelatıon 15 ell ıllustrated iın Corinthıians 14, °the kıng’s seer” (vS 5) hus he also had, Just lıke
where Paul deals wıth the oifts of prophecy an Gad, prophetic MNISETY. Further. Asaph the ST

tONZUES./ In the followıng paragraphs deal] wıth 1S, wıth Davıd, the author AN! of Psalms
SOINC unusua|l CXPresSS1ONS of the Spirıt, especlally sed In temple worship (2 Chronicles 30) These
in the Old JTestament, an seek understand theır ındıcatıons reveal strong ınk between MUSIC 2AN!
Haklire words. No doubt, instrumental an choral MUS1IC

TAVC grandıose AıN! esthetical dımension the
Embphasıs Cırcumstances® temple Servıice ıNn worshıp, but there W d also

Some mention the sıgnıfıcance of be deep correspondence aM harmonYy between
MUSIC: the ‘prophetic’ words, the usıcal 4N COIMN-

Kıngs 2:1  yı “Elısha sa1d... c  NOW MNg posıtıon.
harpıst.” Whıle the harpıst W as playıng, the Water

hand of the Lord CAailıc upON Elısha ıN! he Water and especially rNVvers dIC aASsOC1ated wıth DPIosaıd, *1 Hs 15 what the ord SaVS D phetic revelatıon (Ezekiel j Danıel 10:4)Samuel 10:5-6 Speakıng Saul, Samuel an spırıtual actıvıtiıes such AS Praycr Acts L6:13.
SayS 16) In these examples wıthdrawn A quiet places
VOU approac the LOWN | Gibeah], vOUu  “ 111 DYy riverside VWEIT sought for.  ‘5 AS they condu-

MEl procession of prophets COmMINg OWN C1Ive PLaycr 4S ell AS dıyıne cCOMMUNICATION.
from the hıgh place wıth lyres, tambourınes, It 15 easier be alert the Spirıt AS IT reveals
fAutes an harps being played before them an the belıever’s mınd the word of truth AN! ıte
they ll be prophesyıng. Ihe Spiırıt of the LoOord Dıvıne inspıratıon111 CCMLIG upON yYOou 1ın> aM VOU  N wıll PLO- Revelatıon DV the of VISIONS aAM dreams
phesy wıth them; AN! yYOUu 111 be changed into

dıfferent PCISON.
(Genes1s 15112173 Numbers 1265 220°
Samuel S Samuel 7E Danıel Lal Alg 611 Joel

In the CONFTEXT of thıs PaASSASC, prophesyıng iıncludes Scl: Zecharıah E  Y general revelatıon (Psalm
number of physıcal CXpress1ONs that AT related 19:2) AS ell AS meditation, pondering of the |aw

the actıon of the Spirıt: ’ cCrES, dances aAM of God, praying, sıngıng aM cCommunıcatıng wıth
corporal OVemMeEenNT.. Such unusual behavıour the Lord (Psalms 42:8; /(368 119:148) often take
ould aVve een recognısed aın evıdent wh. place durıng the sılent hours of the nıght when
wıtnessed the events ? But ALr Prescnt 15 belıevers AdIC LLLOTC receptive AN! theır passıve DOS-wıth the relatıon between MUSI1IC aAM the aCt1VIty L[ures makes them CONSCIOUS that they ATIC totally

ET 19:7



PIERRE  ERTHOUD

dependent the inıt1ıatıve of the Lord Though Da dıvıner, Balaam becomes the
instrument of sovereign revelatıon an

Unusual manıfestations acti1on. hıs DaASSASIC describes phenomenon wıth
TIThe aCt1VIty of the Spirıt Call manıfest ıtself in multıple ASPCCLIS; Balaam 15 rushed off hıs feet (vS

dramatıc WdY. hus for example the ınfiduence of 3e) AI he has VIS1ON; he SCCS physıcally (3b) but
the Spirıt: produces restlessness an agıta- thıs 15 OLT enough perce1ve the V1IS1ON „ e)
t10N Ezekiel. Not only dıa the Spirıt °hıft up the In fact he contemplates the VISION when hıs CVCS
prophet an took hım aWaV' but he “went ın bıt- aTrCc closed (3D) 2881 he falls PI‘OSU'CHZC before God
erness An 1n the ofhıs spırıt" for °*the SEr ong (Se) In other words, the ıinner perception of the
hand of the Lord W 4S upON hım (Ezekıel 1)12 V1IS1ION 15 beyond physıcal seeıng AaN! hearıng. hıs

of experience 15 iıdentified in the Greek BıbleIn SOINIC ofthe Old Testament the proph-
et’s behavıour 15 qualified Dy the (erm meshuga’ 4A5 'ecstasy”. hus in Genes1is 15212 the Ns-
which iımplıes that the [an under the iınfÄuence of lates ‘deep sleep’ (tardemah' DYy "eCcstasy’ (eksta-
the spirıt had "CrazZYy' attıtude, 1ın other words that S18S), word a1sSO sed descr: the spirıtual STAaTtes

of Peter Acts 10:10; 11:5) AN! Paul (ActsZbehavıour could be compared carıcatured
ramblıng an raVving. Ihe talse prophet Lord

4S they contemplate VIS1ONS they reCE1Ve from the
maıah, 1n exule, had SCNT letter Zephanıah,

L} priest who W as in Jerusalem, remindıng hım
Kıs oblıgations: The NATUVE of bıblıcal

comparısonThe 1Lord has appominted VOoU priest 1n place of
Jehouada be in charge of the house of the In detaıled mm  ary 0)8! Grenesıiıs 15 1ın hıs dıs-

LOTd: YOU should PUt al YV madman who ACTS
CUSS1ION of CCStZISY.‚ Phılo of Alexandrıa Sa yS that the
prophets experienced ıts hıghest torm an that ITıke prophet Into the stocks and neck-ırons
CAd  —3 be described AS dıvıne pOSssessI1ON AaN! FeNZY(Jerem1a Z9.26

Shemaıjah W As because Zephanıah hadın’t
hıs 15 in tact what Abram experienced when the

sıienced eremı1ah who behalf of the 1LOord had
ord made COVENAaNT wıth hım Phılo that
Aa W asSs the object of dıyıne inspıratıon an

announced long exıle! DOSSESSION (Genesı1s 15:12). But, accordıng the
In Hosea God proclaıms hıs Judgment Israel Neo-Platonist, "when the dıvıne Spirıt> the

because ICS S1INs an hostilıty led the people mınd 15 drıven from Its home, SINCE mortal aM
despise the prophet. They “consıder the inspıred ımmortal INaYy NOT share the SaJmııec ome.)’!/ At thıs
INan be tool . D CWil) an manıac (meshuga’”)’ point, oung appropriately that
(Hosea 227} As Jehu 15 the of comıng Phılo has taken °the termınology of the Greeks
, hıs officers ask hım concerning the prophet
wh had brought hım INCSSASZC and anoınted

whiıch described ITeNZYV- and applıed °thıs termınol-
A descrıption of the inspiıration of Scripturalhım dıd thıs madman COMIC you?” 2 prophets’”.Kıngs D:41) These ındıcate that ar times brief o0ok AT the Oracle of Delphıi 111 helpthe aCt1VIty of the Spirıt led SOINC unusual, NOL reflect the specıfic of dıvıne inspıratıon

SaVy extraordınary behavıour of the PCISONS that
( AI 16 under Its iınfuence. !$

and spirıtual EXPerNENCE.: pollo 15 the central divıne
figure of the temple in elp He has receıved the

Ihe ınner V1S1ION Can be brought Car the gıft of dıvination from Zeus AanN! cCcCOomMMUNICAtTtES the
subject. 111 of Zeus the Pıthy. In the words of Andre

PaASSaHC relating the oracles of Balaam ıllus- Bonnard,
ITates thıs poımnt: Apollo, god f the day, has such plercing CVC

Ihe oracles of Balaam SO©  — of Beor, that he knows the future aAM reveals It At the
Ihe oracle of the ONC whose CVC SCCS clearly (Or cshrıne of Delphıi, 1n valley the slope of
“whose CVC 15 cClosed’);”* Mount Parnassus, OC finds the famous Temple
TIhe oracle of the ONC wh. hears the words of of Apollo. He 15 revered DYy the whole of the
God, ancıent world, DY both the Greer: nd the bar-
Who SCCS the VIS1ION from the Almıghty, barıans. There the god inspıres I prophetess
Who falls prostrate, anı whose CVCS EK OPCH an the priests interpret 1INnto Ooracles the inartı-
(Numbers 24:3) culate language of the Ithy. Apollo knows what

Ey7 167
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15 sultable, the est for the ındıyvıdual a well 4A5 worthless dıyınatıons an the delusıons of
the cıties. !” theır mınds’ (14 1)22

hıs quotation reveals that the prophet (priest) 15 Bıblıcal CCSLASV often requıres time ofDa-
ration. A MUSIC, quıiet placeboth dependent 0)8! the of the god AT

independent, for he 15 called interpret the S12NS of PravyVcer AN! the sılence of the nıght Caln be
4A5 well 45 the obscure dıvıne PrFrONOUNCEMECNEKS. In conducıve dıvıne communıcatıon an SPI-
fact. he 15 expected formulate the oracles. ıtual experience. hıs 15 NOT be confused

Ihe bıblıcal emphasıs 15 quıte dıfferent. FHirst wıth artıficıal forms of provocatıon ‚Vd-
lent ın paganısm an false prophecy, suchof all, the multıple mediations ATC absent an the

dıvıne Word dırectly the human [11CS- 4AS drugs, alcohol, scourgıng aN! fastıng (cf.
Judges 9427 Kıngs 18; Isa1ah 2675 MıcahSCHSCT. Secondly, the spokesman of GOod reCE1VES

dıvıne word that he 15 expected communıcate 211 Amos Z  *
Bıblıcal ecstasy ımplıes somewhat passıvehıs audıence. IThough NOT absent, the interpreta-

t1ve role of the prophet““ 15 sıgnıfıcantly reduced f the receptive mınd ut ICS actıvıtıes
compared the prophet-priests of Delphı. Ihe ATC NOT suspended. DDıvıne inspıration and
wrıtten word AS It bears wıtness ıtself 4S well communıcatıon do NOTLT affect, weaken SUD-
4A5 the Word incarnate John 1:18) ATC the KeVs human CONSCIOUSNESS An dıgnIty. hıs

15 in stark wıth the rel1g10Us exper1-PrODCI understandıng of the dıvıne MCSSAYC.
Lastly, the dıyıne COMMUNICATION 15 characterised of Ant1ıquity.

Finally, because bıblıcal CCSTASVY 15 iınseparableDYy clarıty. hıs 15 10L surprisıng, AS the infinıte-per-
sonal God has made humanıty ın hıs WI)1 iımage. from dıvıne COMMUNICATION aın CONTENT, IT

15 closely assoc1ated wıth the wıdth an theThough finıte, humans ATC personal beings breath of revelatıon AS It unfolds iın h1stOrywhom G0od commMUNICAteESs iıntellıgent MCSSAYC
In the categor1es of theır language that Call truly Aan! makes known the sovereıgn God of Jesus

Chrıst wh:; holds all thıngs ın N1S handsbe understood DYy the MECSSCHECT an the ultımate
audıtors. In thıs revelatory DIOCCSS, IT 15 iımportant Such eschatologiıcal outlook 15 foreıgn

the surroundıng relıg10ns, whiıch ATC ımıtedemphasıse that the mediator loses o hıs
human attrıbutes Ccf: the prophet erem1ah an hıs in the PI'CSCDI AfY the ımmediıate

future.profound humanı
It ollows that CANNOLT 3CCCPt Phılo?s

confusıon of dıyınatıon AN! prophecy; especılally The discernment
CAaNNOt aCCCDL that °the mortal An the ımmortal

CANNOT chare the SaJIiIlLlEe Oome  e Of COUISC, what Ihe scriptural emphasısaV Just saı1d doesn’t exclude the possıble ecstatıc
ASPECL of dıyıne revelatıon A19 of human spırıtual Determinıng factorsexperience. But thıs MUST be qualified. M 15 LLOW poss1ıble understand better where Crp-OmMme ftundamental characteristics?! ture places the emphasıs. As A Just noted,

Bıblıcal CCSTASV O€es NOLT exclude objectiıve dıvıne intervention Can AT StroNg effect the
dıvıne aCt1VIty AaN| intellıg1ble COMMUNN- recıplent. Spiırıtual experience Call be vVC intense
catıon of the dıyıne myster1es and counsel; 1in ItSs manıfestations, whıch AaTC Ar times ecstatiıc.
communıcatıon that 15 Iru but NOT exhaus- Such manıfestations Call EMVGi), be accompanıecdt1Vve. hıs specıficıty CONLTLFrAaSTtSs wıth S12NS aAM wonders (Deuteronomy 13120 Mat-
dıvinatıon prophecy which refers back thew 24:24 But these ATC u that the

seemıngly obscure ırrational ” cCOoMMUNICATION anı the experience ınvolved A1LC
rational domaın; but 1T CONLTLFrAaSTtSs also wıth genumnely dıvıne. It INAaYy be but they could aIsoO
“talse prophecy' hıch 15 ften described AS reflect human another dıvıne (gods demons)
springıng from the human mınd and CXADC- Or1g1n. Ihe determinıng factors ın Ur endeavour
rience. Referring false prophets, the 1Lord exvercise diıscernment anı dıserıiımınatıon
Sa yS through Jeremiah: “Ihe prophets ATC AdIC the following:
prophesyıing lıes ın AA aVEC NOL SCNT IThe objective existence of the infinıte, PCI-them OTr appomnted them Or spoken them sonal an sovereıgn God wh. clearly An truly
Ihey dIC prophesyıng YOUu false VIS1ONS, but NOT exhaustıvely commMUNICAted 1S wısdom
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Ar law in the categorı1es of human language. hıs Ity brings meanıng, substantıal healing and lastıng
15 poss1ıble because, though radıcally diıfferent. both hope. Rather than seekıng CSCADC the ugly bro-
the Creator an the human CTEA AL personal kenness of thıs world, It invıtes us fulfil the cul-
beings. hıs 1L1Ca1ls that verbal cCcCOoMMUNICAtTION 15 Lure mandate the Creator has gıven us 4S glorıfy
A the VCLY heart ofOUTr cOommMUNI1ON wıth God As hım an en]OoYy hım As vıeld the lıving God,
CONSCYUCIICC, the mediatiıon of the word 15 tuıında- IT 15 hıs VCLY character that moulds both the form
mental aSPECL of OUTr mystical unı0n wıth the ord an the of Ur spirıtual experience and ıfe
We chould AaVe 110 dıffıculty understand thıs tor (Levıtıcus 19:2; 20:8)
IT 15 characterıistic of personal relatıonshıps. Imag-
ine couple, friendshı1ıp professional relatıon 1wo sıynıficant
wirhout verbal communıcatıon! ()f COUTISC, OUT Iwo bıblıcal Cd  — help us understand
COMMUNION wıth God, Just ıke the unıty wıthın better what 15 ınvolved ın spiırıtual dıscernment,
couple, far verbal communıcatıon, Ir IT dıseriımınatıon: Deuteronomy AN! John
CANNOLT do wıthout 1T (FKphesians /-19: Philıp- he ror PaASSaAC seeks ıdentıfy the talse proph-
DIans 4 )24 S1ir:ce the { x of the Bıble has 10L CIS; the second deals wıth the testing of the spiırıts
remaıned sılent, -he mMediatıon of the word, both but false prophecy 15 also 1n 1eW.
wriıtten aAM incarnate, 15 tundamental, especılally 1ın

fallen WOTr. Ihe creature 15 in eed of clear and Deuteronomy 13:1-5 (18, 21-22
Iru word, the Dbasıs for genulneE taıth AN! 1ın As Christensen ummarızes:
the lving God who 1n fact has revealed It. Ihıs 15
why PrOpCI understandıng of wısdom 15

Ihe law ralses the 1ssue of S an talse DPTo
PHECV whıich becomes sıgnıfıcant theme 1ın

ımportant Iru faıth Thıs 15 where the analogy both the Former Prophets 2881 the Latter Pro-of taıth enNtPrSs 1Into the pıcture A ell 4S the Word phets wıthın the of Sacred Scripture.incarnate AS the ultımate exegete an revealer of When there 15 diıscrepancy between the wriıttenthe mınd of God o 14) Of COUISC, thıs also TCXT of the Tlen Commandments and the ralımplıes the enlıghtenr. of the belıever Dy the claıms of false prophets, the wriıtten word 15 AUFT-Spairıt (1 Corinthijans 4)-16 25 horitative %6Irue spirıtualıty ımplıes that the ord takes
the inıtlatıve for restorıng relatıonshıp aAM fel- Actually, thıs chapter deals wıth three specıfic
owshıp hıs leads passıve actıve ıdolatry instigated by prophet dreamer of
attıtude) of the belıever whi 15 both receptive and dreams (1-5); ıdolatry instigated DYy relatıve

friend 6-11); aın ıdolatry instigated In LOWN DVınvolved in the renewed covenantal relatiıonship,
ut who CANNOT provoke the relatıonshıp by PSYy- wıicked LEL he rst Casc 15 the MOST S19
chological artıficı1al Neıther Call belıev- nıfıcant for OUr PUrDOSC, although the descr1ıption
CI manıpulate the lıyıng an holy G0d accordıng of the psychological AN! rel1g10Us brought

theır desıres, however nobile these INaYy DE: but about DYy relatıve T friend bears the subject AT
hand Moses 15 dealıng wıth the CdSC of MCSSCHSCIbelievers CA'  3 undertake preparatory that

Cal predispose dıyıne favour. of God who SpOKC hıs behalf;““ PCISON who,
Both the glory of the ord an the dıgnıty of havıng been appomnted aAM recognısed 1n hıs office,

the human creature MUST be taken Nto ACCOUNLC carrıed partıcular authorıty ın the COMMUNLItTY. We
Furthermore, such A XZTaCIOUS inıtl1atıve of God NOL dAIC told. confirm thıs that he W as able perform

mıraculous S1 N, ob an wonder, hammoö etonly appeals, but a1sO TEI1CWS the understandıng
AN! CONSCIOUS AaWAareNCcss of humanıty. (E£; a1sO Fxodus 4:21  „ 1-12; Numbers 2)28

Fınally, 1t 1S ımportant recognıse the Incar- Apparently, thıs officer W AS OM COIIC wh. W as wıll-
and ® down earth aASPCCLTS of the ıng ‘“abuse hıs posıtıon tor hıs OW evıl end.;

bıblıcal spiırıtual experience. Rıght oug the L[urn the people AaWaAV from the ord AN! thus PIC-
JTestaments, the leitmotıiv 15 the requıre- Cıpıtate theır run Chrıstensen translates "apOstasy
MECNTS of the law (ef. Deuteronomy an the agalnst the Lord VYOUTF God’ In encouragıng defec-
enewal of the cCovenant) and eagr the frut of t10N from the ord in order tollow ther gods,
the Spirıt (Galatıans 5:16-26). Hearıng the word the prophet W AsSs claımıng falsely that God has sa1d
and obeyıng it hancd hand It 15 in the mıdst of something. He proclaımed somethıng LICW which

COMIMApT and depraved realıtvy, iın the nıtty-Sritty of WAaS 1ın opposıtıon the VerY of the law
lıfe Iı ved n the cshadow ofdeath, r  AL thıs spiıriıtual- AN! 1in partıcular the YSt commandment. TIThe
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people WEEIC remaın totally faıthful the Lord TIhe danger whıch threatens the belıevers an
who had redeemed them from kgypt The wrıtten ftrom hıch they MUST PTESCIVC themselves:
stıpulatıons of the COVENaAaNtT WEEIC normatıve, above the false prophets wh. under the infÄuence of

Satan seek from wıthın the Church °to COT-the authorıty of the prophet, above the S12NS AaN!
wonders (cf. Thessalonıjans 2 Galatıans 1:8) rupt an ınfect the purıty of the Gospel DY
ese laws WEeTITC above hıs dreams (Jeremuah dıversıty of errors’;
235:26:29) and the waggıng of hıs tongue”“” AS5 he Ihe TIHICal1ls DYy whiıch belıevers ATC guard
claımed speak behalf of the Lord (31) themselves from the danger: the testing of

In Deuteronomy 162122 the emphasıs 15 S1M- the spırıts;
ılar (20b) But how 15 dıscernment be exercıised TIhe injJunction NOTLT lısten those who
when the prophet spea hıs z words claımıng deny .  that Jesus Chrıst has COMNIC 1in the AHesh’

be speakıng 1n the of G0d? Crauigıe SaVS (VS 2b)
that the phrase *the word 15 NOL mıc (vSs Z2) Call Calvın begins DYy indıcatıng that the word "spırıt"be rendered lıterally °the word 15 NO ımplyıng °that (vSs ] 15 A whiıch desıignates *the PCISONthe word has substance what the prophet SdyS wh. DbOaAsts that he has the gıft of the Holy Spırıtsımply 15 NOL so).S0 Ihe ecrıteri1on 15 that of truth 2881 ın 1eW of eXerCISINS the prophetic ffice? ucCcC
specıfically that thıs word 15 devo1ı1d of substance PCISONS ATC wh. pretend be legitimatebecause 1T (07S8 NOL wıth the word of God $} teachers an AVE rıght such honorific
he other crıter1on mentioned ın 15 the title, ut in fact AL Dest, they spea OUuUrTt of theır
tulfiılment of short-term prediction that had eecn WI1 depths 4S they seek” Corrupt the word of
attrıbuted GOod and established the credıbilıty God They ATC 1n stark COIHNTEST wıth the "spırıts’anı reputation of Lrul prophet. Ihe long-term wh. “end theır tongues the oracles of the Holytulfilment WOUL confirm the already eXIsting Spiırıt SCTVC hım who represent hım whıi
authorıty of the spokesman of God ONTt bring somethıng DV the of theır COW

The conflıct between the false prophet Hana- inıtlatıve 11OT prcsent themselves in publıc 1ın theır
1ah aMn Jeremiuah, related 1n Jeremıiah 28,; 15 OW. ame.’
signıfcant example. Both 188188 pronounced short- But, SINCE the of seduction 15 real; CSDC-
L[ETM predictions 1ın the AlEe of the Lord; Jeremuah clally ıf the talse teacher 15 subtle and cunnıng, It 15
announNced long exyıle aM 1ın Hananıah ımportant 4C examıne an test the spırıts. hıs 15
proclaımed that the yoke ot Nebuchadnezzar would LIru tor the Church AS ell 4A5 for each iındıyıdual
be broken wıthın (vS 2'3 } 11 Jer: belıever. In order practice dıscernment correctly,em1ah ould AV? lIıked wıth the so)  P of NOL only evaluate all doectrines in the lıghtAzzur, but warned hım that the erıter1on of fulfil- of the Word of God but OC INUST AVE "spırıt of
MeEenT W dSs decıde wh: spoke the truth “But the wısdom'’ (un esprit de prudence which nables
prophet wh. prophesies 111 be recognızed interpret the Scriptures. In other words, ın Order
AS OC truly SCNT DY the Lord only ıf hıs predic- °tOo be competent Judges, 1T 15 that the
tion true (VS 7) eremıah W ds$S PESPALG hıs Spirıt ofdıscernment be gıven us and that be
oracle concerning the lastıng burden of the kıng of governed DYy it 235
Babylon CM INOTC severely anı he added Calvın ZOCS Sa V that behever 111 be

oracle announcıng the death of Hananıah who deprived of the Spirıt of wısdom (prudence), CSPC-had educed the people °to in l1es’ 2807 thus clally ıf thev request It from the ord Jhen: the
turned them AWaAaV from the Lord Jeremiuah’s word Reformer makes thıs MOST sıgnıfıcant STAfemMenNnNt
WAas Ifılled wıthın months (1/) Ihe sılence “And thıs 1S how the Spirıt wıll g1ve us S dıs-
concern1ıng the fuliılment of Hananıah’s oracle 15 when subject all OUur SCI15C5 the
eloquent! Word Such al examınatıon an testing of the

doectrine takes place both the ındıvıdual AN!
John 1-6° the publıc, Communıty level Ihe partıcular LEST-

In reflecting thıs PaSsSasc tound John Calvın’s Ing happens when belıevers ATC confirmed in theır
COMMECNLALCVY partıcularly helpful an in the tollow- faıth:; when .  they acquiesce that doctrine whıich
ıng paragraph summarıse hıs readıng.* In the they know proceed from God Where else Can
first three VEISCS he SCCS the Apostle makıng three
pOoINtS

the cCONscCIENCES find CXCCPt 1ın God hımself>?
As the publıc level, IT 15 OUn ” PC) the COINMMON
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AN! goVer! NMCNLT of the Church’” and takes rıght attıtude towards it 413 the COTrTECT interpreta-
place when C  the believers i ( together an seeck t10N2.

Calvın concludes thıs secti1on of hıs COMMMWEN-the 111CaNls of A PUrC aM holy agreement an COIMN-

sent). >6 Yet neıither the ındıyıdual NOT the COINMMU- Cary DYy emphasısıng the mutual interplay between
nıty 15 iınfallıble AN! thus they CANNOT sıdestep the Word anı Spirıt:
TEeSTt ordered Dy the Apostle. THereiore: each time the seductive spiırıts DULJohn Calvın 10O0W proceeds consıder torward the of God ME enquırechrıistocentric confession of faıth 3) whiıch ftrom the Scriptures ıf such 15 the truth. If
contaıns decısıve ecriter1on that Can help ONC about thıs wıth holy zeal,; DUIC desıre eCbetter exXercCc1se dıscernment and. wıthın thıs iımme- t10N ) combıned wıth humılıty AaN! modestYy, the
dıate CONTEXT, ‚ dıscriımınate between LIru!l and Spirıt of dıscernment 111 SUPVvVENC, wh. 111 be
talse prophets. Indeed, Chrıiıst 15 both the finalıty AS faıthful interpreter, AS declare hımself
of the faıth and the rock whiıich al heretics 1U speakıng in the Scriptures.“”agalnst. Regardıng the ostle’s confession L hıs basıc appreclation of the question of dıscern-spirıt that acknowledges tha Jesus Chrıst has p —> 15 st1ll relevant iınsofar A 1It remaıns ın-1ın the Hesh 15 from GQ Ka  CI the theologıan NIı wıth Scripture. We IMNaV dısagree wıth SOMNICGeneva that It emphasıses the three FL of Calvın’s exegetical choı1Cces, but hıs hermeneut1-ıng aASPCCLS of the New Testament Chrıistology: cal approac which secks combiıne the authorıtythe eternal dıvinıty of Christ (*Chrıst has of Scripture, ratiıonal personal ENUIFY aAMn the

come’) ılluımınatıon of the Holy Spiırıt 1S MOST appropriate.« the incarnatıon of Chriıst that he might DBe It Invıtes UuSs FeVISIt the wrıtings of the Reform-
OUrTr brother yet remaın wıthout SIN (*Chriıst
has COTMLIC 1n the Hesh‘); CIS, wh. Aua LMOTC contrıbute (35 FopPiC than

ımagıne. Hence 1ın the final sect1on f !
the (AdUSC PULDOSC of hıs advent which
ıncludes both °the office ıN! ırtue of Chrıst

wıll summarıse SOIINIC specıfic character1istics of the
spirıtualıty emphasısed by the eformatıon.

(*he has COME ).
Ihus, 1n the words of Calvın, °the knowledge of 'Ihe spirıtualıty of the Reformation

theChrist ıncludes 1ın ıtself the sSuL of the totalıty of Because of the attention Justifiably
the doctrine of the Irı relıg10n.’ Heretics passed theologıcal and cultural dımens1ı0ns A efoOr-

‚ewhatan Prescht aVe iın ONMNC WaYy another sought matıon, ItSs spirıtual character has been
weaken and denYy ASPECLS of thıs doctrine. It 15 forgotten. In fact, the Reformatıon W3 ASO, and
only ASs belıevers remaın steadfast ın the knowledge perhaps CVENn prımarıly, time of revıval and SpI1r-
ofChrist, wh. 15 °*the end/finalıty (la fin ) of the Law ıtual renewal. Has 1T NOT been sa1d that Calvın’s
AN! Prophets’ an ın whom both the dıvıne vırtue Institutes of the Chrıstian Relıgion W ds theology of
aM grace‘ ATC manıfested, that they Cal resist an the Spirıt?! Ihe followıng reflections endeavour
(OVETITCOMN °the spırıt of the antıchrıist” (VS 3) 37 emphasıse SOIIIC ımportant features of Retormed

Regardıng the VEISCS5 4‘3 in whiıch the (J)5- spiırıtualıty AS whole
tle CONLFrASTS the chıildren of thıs world 7ı the
chıildren of God who lısten the doctrine of the Rıghteous AN SINNEV the SUMLE tıme
Apostles aAM thus aVeE VicCtorYy VCLTr the spırıt of sober anthropology whiıch ımplıes maın
the antıchrıist, the Reformer makes turther interest- AS

ıng It 15 possible dıstınguısh between ® It PICS  S  S well-defined anthropology.
talse aın Iru prophets iınsofar A4AS the former boast Humanıty 15 unıque SiNce 1T 15 created 1ın the

speak “uÜıınder the of the of GOod ımage of God Personal beings, clothed ın
AS deceive” whıilst the latter °don’t boast of theır diSnI1tYy, theır non-fragmented ıdentity 15 OIl  O

specch witrthout demonstrating ItSs reality ”® In Theır relatıonshıp wıth God ınvolves theır
other WOTrdGSs, theır CONCETN 15 truth AN! NOLT duplıc- whole being in all of ex1istence. hıs also
ItY. Calvın that the Apostle 1Nvıtes belıevers PICSU  S unıted field of knowledge.

examıne and test all doctrines S ıf they ATC LEimited human AdTIC fragıle. ut th1s
trom (G0d C trom the world In order ind OUC, fragılıty 15 rst Aı foremost related theır
behevers eed seek advıce from the Word of condıtiıon AS sinners an NOL theır finıte-
( ir  + chıs WL only be possible ıf they aVEe the CcSs5 Ihe effects of SIn 1ıke CaNcClI, affect all
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the facets Or theır PCISON, including 111 AaN! the central fteature of the worshiıp servıce. Empha-
intelligence. “ S15 15 placed upON the expoundıng of the Word of

Consequently, humans ATC totally incapable of
ters of doctrine an of ıte Catechism of chıildren
God, whiıch 15 the only iınfallıble authorıty in MAaAaL-

contributing theır salvatıon. Ihe 1stance that
SIN introduces between God an 111a 15 insur- ıN! adults plays al ımportant Dart Personal medi-
mountable wıthout outsıde intervention. umans tatıon of the Word AN! the readıng of C1I11I110115
ATC thus entirely dependent upon ATı dıvıne d1LC promoted, ıN! dıscussıon of the Scriptures 15
goodwill, upOoN revelatıon AN! redemption. In the encouraged, maınly Sunday after the Service.
ATCd of knowledge, God, bDy of revelatıon, durıng the famıly meal.
enlıghtens theır darkened intellıgence hıle in Spirıtuality of the Psalter
the ATCAa of being he the destructiıve COI- TIhe Psalter has en the PDravVcer book of the Church
SCQYUCLICCS of SIN DYy hıs redemptive work. Revela- AL all times (Acts 5-31) Io PraYy the Psalms,
t10N AaN! redemption MIecel fully ın Jesus Christ, the SINg the mS, meditate the Psalms 15 SPC-unıque an sufficıent mediıator. He 15 iındeed the cıfic characteristic of Reformed spirituality.* hıs
W d V, the truth and the ıfe o 14:6) threefold PTOCCSS takes place 1n the CONTLEXT of the

Justification DY faıth alone eccles1astıical COMMUNITY. It aIsoO takes place in the
Wıthourt 1I9NONNS the communal|l an socı1al EISPCCtS famıly CVCIV day of the week. Ihese edifyıng CX

of spırıtualıty, the eformatıiıon STArts Dy empha- C1sES seek enhance the growth of the belıevers
SIZINS the ındıyıdual responsı1bilıty of humans ıN: strengthen theır faıth Ihe Huguenot Psal-
before God 1 .ıke Job (Job 40:3-5), humans Canl ITr 15 maJor contrıibution Chrıistian spirıtualıty

AS ell AS French lıterature.**only recCOgNIZE theıir Indıgnıty an MISETY, an 1T 15
precıisely for thıs L[Cason that the doectrine of Just1- Ihe spirıtualıty of the LOord’s Day
ficatıon DYy faıth alone 15 AT the CETHTE of thıs pıety. Ihe day of the Lord, TYSt day of the LIC creation,
Whoever belıeves ın Christ ıN in hıs redemptive W d5 instıtuted DY Jesus Chriıst (John 2019 26)
work 15 declared Just DYy God As recıplents of thıs It 15 blessed day of p  > of rFest and quietness,
Justice, such PCISONS A1LC reconcıled wıth God, theır day consecrated PravVer and charıtable works
ultımate Vis-a-vIis, who them ın theır dıg- (Luke 13:16; Corinthjans 1672: Acts 6:1-6)
nıty An humanıty. But AS Calvın Sa VS well, IT Ihe Sunday worshıp servıice g1ves foretaste of the
15 the Holy Spirıt who IMpresses thıs salvatıon 1ın heavenly celebration (Hebrews Revelatıon
the innermost being of the belıevers. There les the 10) Understood 1ın the lıght of the resurrect1on,
toundatıon of theır ASSUTLaIlCcE that calls upON PCI- ıT hould be JOyous AaN! testive celebration, 4A1l

SCVETANCC 1n communıcatıon an communı10N wıth event-celebratiıon that 4MM OUMNCEC the time of ulfıl
God, the Father. Calvın CVCN SdVS that the Holy MECNT, of accomplıshment.
Spırıt 15 the inıtı1ator of thıs 'mystıcal unı0cn wıth Spirıtuality anı Holy Communıon
Christ, SOUTCEC of Vitalıty al frunts 1n the ıfe of Holy Communıon 1S S11gn aM seal f dıvıne
CVCIY belıiever. *4! It 15 al Invıtatıon aAM strengthen

the covenantal relatıonshıp between GOod and theS1x characteristics Communıty ofbelıevers. H 15 S12n f belongıngIhıs spırıtualıty takes certaın characteristics, the Chrıistian COMMUNITY. As Holy Communıon 15
whiıch hıle NOLT the exclusıve prerogatıve of the NOLT regularly observed 1n MOST Reformed churches,Reformatıion, ATC nevertheless noteworthy. We 111 IT 15 ımportant carefully PICDAIC oneself. At the
briefly mention SIX of them: time of the Reformatıion, the cycle of

Ihe spırıtualıty of the Word durıng the week, which preceded the celebratiıon
hıs spirıtualıity has A4AS IfSs object the Word of of Holy Communi10n, fulfilled thıs educatıonal
God. wriıtten AN! incarnate ** For the Protestant role. hıs practice st1l] eXISTS in SUOTIILIC churches.
Churches, 1T 15 the of Par excellence. Ihe spirıtualıty of stewardshıpTom the time of the Reformatıon, preaching has Daıly, famıly aM professional actıvıtiıes AT PCI-played iımportant role in the awakening of taıth ceıved AS dıvıne callıng. Urdınary lıfe manıfests
and the spırıtual growth of the belıevers. Reform- sacred dımens1ion (Luke 12:42-48; Matthew
CTS such 4S Zwinglı  , Bucer, Calvın an Knox 25:14-30)  / utc paıntıngs of the 1/th CCNTULYinsiısted the lect10 CONTINUA. TIhe continued and STrESS thıs spırıtual approach. In the SdILIC WdYs the
systematıc interpretation of the bıblıcal books W aS Chronicles of the Schönberg-Cotta famıly WItNeESss
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the 80P0888(58 the gospel of Jesus Christ the Provence an 15 chaır of the Fellowshiıp ofFkuro-
belıever AL the VC eart of hıs ex1istence aN! of Evangelıcal Theologians.
hıs dauly OCCUpat1ONS. hat W as A extraordinary
lıberatıon for manYy! Ihe development of ethıcs Notesof work 1ın the Protestant tradıtıon 15 conceı1ved N

Berthoud chluchter, Spirıtyualites et spirı-protection agaınst hıs approac pr ompts
the reconsıderation of the INanNer in whıch people tualıte biblıque (Aıx-en-Provence: erygma,

12-24MaANASC theır pPOSSESSIONS and the oifts that God has Lewısıs, Surprised by Joy London: Collıns,entrusted each belhever. hıs ZOCS far beyond the 174practice of tew good deeds (Mark 12:42; uke Berthoud, FEn 2  guete des 0OVLAMES. Les premeres2128 EtapeEs ”’hıstoire de Ia vevelatıon, Genese AT (Cleon
TIhe spiırıtualıty of dıvyvıne proviıdence d’Andran Excelsis, Provence: erygma,

{ hıs CONCCETNS meditation the MVSTCFV of dıvıne A AA
Westmianster Shorter Catechism, ANSWEeTr the firstprovıdence 1n relatıon the existence of the
question: “What 15 the chief end of man?” The (oNn-belıever. People of faıth consider whart Provıdence

14ASs gıven rıse 1in theır lıves while lıstening fessıon Faıth (  ınburg| anı London.  ‘5
the Word of God As  S 1scern the 1l of the 115

The Confessuon of Faıth, 15
1 0ord.* Faithful PCLISONS ATC convınced that theır Some INOTC S1 CAaMt PaASSayCS: Ex 4:15, 16; /al:ıfe 15 meanıngful, gıven DYy God, AN! that 1T 15 led Z Dt 15:18; 17:24; Jer 1:5-9; S: I9 25  ‚S

Ihe NETAsTı 15 between the edıficatıon of se andDY hım They AdIC ndwelrt DYy the 248SLIFAaNGCE of sal-
vatıon, but they also NOW that they OC called that of the cCommunıty of belıevers.
PDECISCVCIANCC 1ın the faıth As Calvın has sa1d 1T Ihıs 15 already mentioned bDy Hengstenberg,

Chrıstology of the Old lestament, vol MacDillwell
Faıth tells us that only the hand of God leads acDonald, n German orıgınal 1832

1363
aAM 115 Ur ıfe iın the g0o0d an the evıl For the ecstatıc NS of the act1vity of the Spirıtdays. e OC€es NOTLT ACT towards us 1ın arbıt- whether in judgement 1n prophecy, ct. Nu
Da fashıon, but dıspenses g0o0d AS well AS evıl 29; Sam 5-15; S 10; 19:18-24; Jer 29:26
accordıng perfectly ordaıned justice. * SC manıfestations ATC also :elated false proph-

CCY (1 Kı 272:2) and Chr 18:9) el PaganIn concludıng SULMIMNAL V, ONC Ca  - define the inspıratıon Kı Such ambiguilty ımplıesspirıtuality stemmıng from the Reformatıon along, and calls for dıscernment 2VvOo1d and resistthe followıng three lınes: seduction! Ihe Nıfal and the Hıtpael of the FOOTLT
A (0(VENAaNT spirıtuality that CNCOMPDASSCS the näaba ATC used CADICSS the ecstatıc form of proph-
indıvıdual, the couple, the famıly, the Church CCY.

10 Er Braun, Musıc InAncıent Israel/Palestine GrandAN! ımplıicıtly the CItY; p1ds Ekerdmans, CSD 219 for the lınkAl incarnate spirıtuality that allows believers
lıve the CONCrefenes of ıte wıth ItSs SU[I -

between MUSIC and prophetic inspıratıon.
(1 C Det 142  —

LOWS AN! 1fs JOYysS in the of the Irını- Ihe eXpression °the hand of the Lord MmMetarıan G0od and in cCcCOMMUN1ON wıth hım: (MeEUI3S also ın Ez 125 DA O71 59:22:; S: 4()  —
spirıtualıty of faıth that bınds knowledge, It indıcates overpowering actıon of the Spairıt

CONSCNL, confidence. 1o the question Whart incıtıng Ezekıel communıcate the dıvıne revela-
O€s It belıeve 88! the Cate- tıon he has receıved the people in exıle In the
chısm ofMartın Luther above PaASSagC the adjective "strong' hard) 15

underlıne the powerful effect of the dıyıne act1on.
TIhe words x belıeve in GOod’ ICa Some have suggested that the rophet ıdentifies

NOW whart Scripture SaVS about God (know- wıth the dıyvıne emotıons that ATC the CONSCYUCHILCCled ©); of rıghteous indıgnatıon and aNgCrT. But thıs
acknowledge It AS ITE (consent); interpretation shouldn’t play down the effects of the

powertful dıyıne actıon ON the INa of Godplace IM entire LrUuSsSt 1ın hıs Word (confi- 13dence) I hıs 15 also expressed DYy the fact that the rophet
15 transferred from OI1C place another (nO Ou

A VIS1ON), DYy the and intervention of
Professor DPierre Berthoud teaches Old Testament INalıYy ACTOTFrS and by the OoNgOo1INg conversatıon wıth

al  x Facüulte 1 ıbre de Theologıe sftormee 1n the angelıc WOTr (Ef. Is 2-10, IL: 40:3; 5218
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62:6:; 7 O11  „ Dan e Zech L Cte.) In SOMIC CASı! QUC lesC auront.’ Onnar:' I/’Epitre de
meshugd” INay have figuratıve meanıng (Ef. Hos St-Payul WUÜ.  >2 Ephe: (GNI RC Neuchätel Delach-
A} 11LX er Nıestle, 182 Philıppians reads: the
Ihe Hebrew reads shaüätam. Thıs form has been Na- aCC of God 1C| transcends (surpasses) under-
VSEC ın WAaYyS eıther ıt 15 consıdered the standıng. CL Ihe Samnıc ıdea 15 expressed but PCI-passıve of the verb she, meanıng obstruct, It haps also that thıs AaCC OVEITCOMECS OUr anxıeties
15 compound orm made up of the short form of WaY that OUT understandıng AannoOoL Calvın [*
the relatıve she and the word töm, meanıng periect.. also Ph °the surpassıng (excellence of) greatnessese explanatiıons ead the VC ıTier- of OWI1INg Chrıst JesusS: .. In Ephesıians, the verb
enNt translatıons mentioned above: whose CVC 15 erballo 15 used; in Phılıppians find hyperechoobstructed, closed”, whose CVC 15 perfect, SCCS (tO 1SC above, SUrPass, excel):
Clearly”. 25 pe  g of °*the that OVETCOME: under-

15 Ihe word tardemäah 15 also used in Gen 24021 standıng" Calvın MNSS ogether word and spırıtspeak of the deep sleep of Adam when Eve CIC- beautifully when he SAa yS.; LOUT °ela Ia seule
ated In Is 29:10, ıf 15 used descrıbe the absolute gräce de Dıeu, aquelle n’est COMNNUC SINON Par la
spiırıtual 1inaness of Israel, ınable understand Parole et ”’oeuvre interieure du Saınt-Esprit.’ ( OomM-
the Vis1ıOonN evealed by God mentaıres (Calyın S$Uur le OUVPEAYU lestament, vol
( Phılon Alexandrıe, On1s VETUM divnarıum (Ioulouse: Socıete des Lıvres relıg1euxX,heres Sit uel ST Pheritier des bıens dıvıns?; trans!
M Harl (Euvrres ombpletes VoOlL [5) CS S11 (39{ff) Chrıstensen, Deuteronomy GE
249-266 (291 Englısh vers1ıon iın Phılo P, 6a; Nashviılle Nelson, 269 Chapter 13022
transl Colson Whiıtaker O€ (Clas- 15 connected both wıth chapter iınclusıon
sıcal Lıbrary, Cambrıidge: arvar: Universıity Fress, wıth and 13 where ıt functions INOTC
19382 transıtıon and thus STIrESSES the authoritatiıve atfure

D OUng, My SETDANLFKS the Prophets ranı Rapıds: of the command of GOod also Dt 4:2) Wıthın
Ekerdmans, 165 the iımmediate NLEXT these inJuncti10ns COMCETN
OoUung, Prophets, 165 In fact, Phılo 15 ınfdquenced DV the stıpulatıons of the treatıse G0od concluded wıth
ato (et. hıs understandıng of prophecy iın haed-
V”US$S)

Moses (C£. also Rev
The Maın INCANSs of dıyıne communıcatıon WEeETITC

Onnar: Cmilısation AVECAUNE. De FPIlliade AU VIS1IONS and dreams (C£. Nu 12:6 which adds rıddles;Parthenon, vol (Bruxelles: omplexe, Sam 28:6, the negatıve example ofau166:; c$. Jaeymano, Merveılles ’Antıquite, 28 alaam W as Aa dıyıner and performe: S12NS and W OIll-

UT (Parıs/Bruxelles: Sequola, ders. Thıs 15 why Bal  B sought hım OuUt.
Andreoni1cos, Chatzıdakıs, Karagoerghis, Les Tr takıng hıs tongue”. Ihe has either TOrCINg,merveılles des MUSEES (Athenes Ekdotike Athe- hıs tongue‘ ng OUurTt hıs tongue‘ ın order
NON, 149 proclaım oracle.

20 .g Is 4R 2728 “Your first tather (Jacob) sınned: 3() Craigıe, The Book of D  eut ECVONOMN London
VYOUTF interpreters (melits) reDelle. agalnst So Hodder Stoughton, 263

wıll dıisgrace the dıgnıtarıes of ou temple, and 31 For violent and scathıng diatrıbe agaınst the Iyıngwıll CONsıgn aCcCo destruction and Israel
SCOrn.? TIThe word interpreter” 15 usually translated Z{) Prophets of Judah, ct. Jeremiuah’s oracle ın Z

a"spokesmen’ French ‘porte-parole’ (NBS Another PasSsSagc dıscernment 15 Ihes 127
The reference 15 eıther the priests and Levıtes where the apostle the Gentiles three
whose task W as teach the law and consult God TEST everything; hold the gZ0o0Od; 2voı1d
behalf of the people, the prıiests and prophets. CVCLIYV kınd of evil. In John the ApostleThe priests could also exerc1ıse prophetic function dokımazo tEesSt, examıne, interpret, dıscern, dıs-

the dıstiınctions between priest and prophet ALC COVCI, b p  5 demonstrate (eE: IThes
NOT clear-cut. 5:21) In Acts LA Luke the term anakrıno ,21 &x Hengstenberg, Christology, LA question, examıne study) Judge, evaluate, set

29 2x lıes, falsehood sheker); Ix ıneptitude, worthless- Judgment U: call (0)]81818
223

23
NCSS (: 1x delusıons, deception (tarmat). vın, Commentaıres SUV le OUVDEAYU lestament,&3 the dramatıc effects of alcohol FOoV 31:4-7 tOMEeE vol (Alx Provence/Marne Ia Allee
Z25:29-35). erygma Farel 264-7) /()
Ephesians reads: know thıs love that SULDASSCS Calvın, Commentaires, 263
knowledge.., (19) Bonnard SaVS the belıever 35 Calvın, Commentaires, 266

306111 OmMNnC the end of the owledge of the Vin, Commentaires, 266
love of Chrıst 11 s’agıt de ’iımmensıiıte de ’amour Calvın, Commentaires, 26
du Chrıst qu1ı SUrpassscTa tOUJOUFLS Ia cONNaAISsaNcCE 38 VIN, Commentaıres, 268
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Calvın, Commentaıres, 270 X10US NOTt
Thıs anthropology 15 ın stark CONTfTrAaSst wıth that 41 ( the re-publication of abstract of Calvın’s
of humanısm and especially Romantıcısm. In Institute spırıtualıty VIN, Une spirıtnalıte

VISAGE humaın (Aıx-en-Provence, Cleon dranunpublıshed ecture “Romantıcısm and Christianıty"
(1989), the panıs. Reformed hılosopher Davıd erygman Excelsıs, Keller, Calyın MUYS-
Estrada (who taught A18 the Universıitvy of Barcelona LLAUE, Au C0Oeur de Ia pensee du Reformateur (Geneve:
for INanYy years) ArZUCS that there 15 collusıon and Or et ıdes, 2001 Q1VES interesting analysıs
thus confusıon between Romantıcısm and 11S- of Calvın’s understandıng of thıs tOpI1C, but hıs read-
t1anıty. Thıs had dıisastrous COMNSCYUCHCCS for the ıng of the reformer’s UNUMN mystique 15 somewhat
understandıng of Ihe anthropology Put for- uenced DV the neo-platonistic tendencıes of
ward had three characteristics: Dionysius the Areopagite.

It aflırms the natural goodness of Thıs 15 the WwIıtNess of the Ole 1  e ct: the
It fragmented VIS1ION of human ıden- Wısdom lıterature; Jas 1:1-18; Acts It 15 also
tIty. Ihe Romantıcs :lCCCPIZ and buıld UDON the Irue tor Judaısm (the eachıng of rabbiıs especıially
viewpoilts of the nlıghtenment. B ON in the SYyNagOogue) and for the Fathers of the Church

be Iımıted the 1Ca of phenomenon, Orıigen, Jerome, Augustine, Chrysostomus, efe:)
43of the real: then other facultıes, such teelıng, |Ed On the ımportance of the Psalms, S e also the

imagınatıon, ll and faıth MUST penetrate the Previous 1SsuUeEe OL EJT.|
ATrCa of the thıngs in themselves Les Psaumes avıd MAS vımEe francose P

whıch belong metaphysıcal ıdeas such Marot G1 De Beze Adaptatıon francaıs actue|l
God, the soul and the unıverse. Ili(. C- Dar M Gonın (Nimes: Vıda, 1998
nal ‘separatiıon’ 15 achıeved, the held of now/l- (Charles, Oyur Nesghbour: Martın Luther
edge 15 dıvıded and the unıty of the ıdentity of Chronascles the Schönberg-Cotta famıaly (Chıcago:
humanıty 15 broken Such Wı the perspect1ive 0O Fress. Bıeler, Dommen,
of E N CWIS before hıs CONVvers10N. Thevenaz: La pensEeE ECONOMLAUE A socıale de Calyın
Fınally, thıs anthropology offers promethean Georg, Edıtor, ct. Andre Bıeler, (Jalpın"s Eco-
V1ISION of INan capable, DV the W of the NOMAC and Socıal 1 hought (Geneva, or Councıl
iımagınatıon, Create hıs OW) A unıverse ın of urches,

(F Ecclesiasteshıch It 15 poss1ıble for hım find refuge
Ihıs anthropology eal aCCCPLANCE of the motıf &/ vın, Commentaivres,
necessity-freedom iın whiıch lCl'ty 1$ onfused wıth Luther, J2 Petit Cathechisme, edıte Dar l’Eglıse
MY. Humanıty’s emma 15 NOT moral, but Evangelıque Lutherienne, 98 For tfurther readıng,
ontologıcal. It 15 elated ıts finıteness, 1fSs 12NO- Kice: MEı Spirıtuality (Louisville:
IA he evercCcıses hıs freedom, ‚OpCS lıb- Westminster John KNOX, ELS Selderhuıis,
Srate hımse  TOM the weıght of NECESSILY DYy [1Ca1lls (Calpın"s 1 heology SALMAS ran apıds Baker
of imagınatıon ensıble experience, whether relı- Academıic, 2007

Aspects of the Atonement
Cross an: Resurrection in the Reconcılıng of God 4an Humanıty

Howard arshall
Ihe Chrıistian understandıng of the meanıng of the death of Jesus Christ and ITS relatıonshıp to-the salvatıon of

sinful humanıty 1S currently cthe subject Öf intense debate and ecriticısm. In the first L[WO chapters Howard Marshall
d1iscusses the ature of the human pliıght 1ın relatıon LO the Judgment of God AN! then offers nuanced efence
of the doctrine of the substitut1onary death of Jesus Christ tor sinners. Ihe 1rMd chapter examınes the place of
the resurrection of Chrıist A integral Part of the PDIOCCSS whereby sinners AIC PULr 1n the rıght wırch God In

the tfınal chapter Marshall U thart 1n OUr COMMUNICATION of the gospel today the New Jestament COHCCPt of
reconcılatıon INAY be the INOST comprehensıve anı apt eXpression of the astıng s1ignıfıcance of the death of Christ
Ihe PapcCISs ATC expanded VersiOns of the series of Chuen Kıng Lectures gıven ın the Chinese Universıitv of

Hong Kong
Howard Marshall 15 Emeritus Protessor of New Jlestament Exeges1s aM Honorary Research Professor the

Unıiversity of Aberdeen. He has authored INManıV books the New Jlestament.
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