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UMMARY
ıt IS crucial KNOW IC factors influence culture: nOT

This article argues that Luropean culture has large only the cognitive hut also the material, the social and
extent been formed DY Christiani and ıts values hut also the religious. The WdY EiITeCLIVE Christian influence
DoInNts the numerical decline of the Church This Came culture and thus change IS engagement ith the cul-
about hbecause modernism rationalism and Pretism have tura|l elite DYy of nublic heology; hence Christian

renalıssance requires heology S public. But far hisfailed influence Europe deeply due their ONe-SsSICE:
approach Iıfe For well-planned Christian renalssance has hardly appened.

RESUME du christianisme DOUTTA venır UE G l’on pren
Compte les acteurs qui determinent Ia culture NONMN SCU-

lement les idees, MmMaıs AUSS! les acteurs materiels, SOCIAaUXauteur souligne UJUEC la culture europeenne ete
grande partie faconnee Dar lE christianisme et 565 valeurs, et religieux. Fn VUue d’exercer UNe influence chretienne
als ı le declin numerique de l’Eglise. a ralson SUr Ia culture europeenne et SOM evolution, est Impor-

est JUEC le modernisme rationalisme et E pietisme tant d’entrer jalogue dAVEC MC  lite culturelle, et, DOUT
n’ont Ddd DU influencer profondement ’Europe faire, de Ia theologie SUr Ia Dlace publique. Maıs
de leur VISION trop etriquee de Ia vIie (UJne renalssance JUSqu a present, SV est UJUEC trop DEU employe.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG
die Faktoren kennen, welche eine Kultur hbeeinflus-
SCcH); und ZWAarTr nicht 11UTr die kognitiven, sondern auchUDieser Artikel stellt die Behauptung auf, dass die europa-

ische Kultur einem großen Te!il UrC| das Christentum die materiellen, sozlalen un religiösen Faktoren. LDDer
gepragt worden ıst LEr welst aber auch auf den zahlen- VWeg eınem nachhaltigen christlichen Finfluss auf eine
mälsigen Rückgang der Kirche hin Diese Entwicklung ıst Kultur und somıt auch ihrer Veränderung llegt In der
darauf zurückzuführen, dass Modernismus und Katıo- Auseinandersetzung mıit ihrer Kkulturellen lite mittels
nalismus SOWIEe Pretismus Dedingt UrcC| ihren jeweils „public theology“, Ah dem Öffentlich un gesellschaft-
einseltigen Z/Zugang 7A1 | eben es versaum aben, lich relevanten ereich der Theologie. Daher verlangt
einen jef greitenden Einfluss ıIn Europa auszuüben. eıne Renalssance des Christentums danach, dass die
Wenn eıne Wiedergeburt des Christentums gut eplant Theologie In die Offentlichkeit geht. 1es ıst HIS heute
werden will, dann ıst E VOT entscheidender Bedeutung aber Kkaum geschehen.

the Macedonıuan call, the destiny of kurope has
Chrıistian Europe? eecn designed in cONversatıon wıth Chriıstian

Kurope essentially eX1StSs because Christianity devel- beliefs. IThe late DODC John aul I1 claımed:

oped.‘ Nothing could be ITLUGr than the realıty of Ihe hıstory of the ftormatıon ät the European
the close relatıonshıp between the historical devel- natıons [UNS parallel wıth theır evangelızatıon,
OPMCNL of Europe AaN! the Christian Church. Sınce the point that the Ekuropean frontiers CO1N-
the apostle Paul crossed the Aegean Sea 1n cıded wıth those of the ınroads of the Gospel.“
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Ihe European civılısatıon 15 genumnely Chriıstian. TIhe Ss1ıtuatiıon 1n other estern European 11-

It W as tormed by ItSs Chrıistian MOVCEMECNLIS, S- trıes 15 NOLT much better In GermanYy hundreds of
terles, unıversities, cathedrals aAM churches. It 15 thousands of people leave theır churches AaNDNU-

exaggeration SUSSCSL that MOST of the Christian ally. Take, for instance, ONC of the MOST vıtal and
world today had ItS beginnings ın kurope. estern actıve German Protestant CHUrChES. the 'Evange-
cıyılısatıon ar 1fSs heart 15 European aın lısche Kırche of Württemberg”. 201,054 members

turned theır backs thıs church between 1991CFE Chrıiıstıian. Ihe M1SSIONALY of the
Chrıistian Church started in Europe anı ıntroduced anı 2004, annual AaVCTaSC of 14,361.7A church-
kuropean Christian values the world wıde analysıs of the Sunday worshıp attendance 1n

But thıngs ave changed S$1INCe then. Sadly of 51 church dıstrıicts, conducted in the VCar
2003, uncovered the followıng figures: 47 . 6%enough, it W as agaın kurope that iıntroduced

secularısatıon the world wıth all the ımplıed of the attendees WE of ASC 2AN! older,
decadence. Ihe late Pope John DPaul I8l W as COTTECT 28.2% between an 60; 17.9% WEEIC between
when he passıonately called hıs church CVANSC- an AN! only 6.4% of the church Visıtors
lısatıon AaN! A the SdI11C tiıme pleaded for the WEEIC under of age  10 No wonder Wıllı

Beck calls hıs OW church DENIOrENKIFCHE ,evangelısatıon of the old kurope:
JToday after twenty centurıes, the Church SCMHSCS

church of senıj0rs. !! According PEGEHNT TNECMNN-

the UrSCNCY 2881 the duty CaLlLy OI wıth bershıp questionnaıre of the EK  > German rOft-
eSTAant Church); LNOTC than 233% of Its membersenewed efficacy the work of evangelısıng the attend ervices Occasıonally““ aAM regular attend-world an re-evangelısıng Europe. It 15 PaS- ATI1ICEC 15 below 5%% .15 Ihe Roman-Catholı1c churchtoral cho1ce, re-proposed ın 1e6W of the thırd

mıllennıum that OWS from the 1SS1O0N SaVC
and other Chrıstian denomiınatıons ATC undergoing

the whole human aNı all humans 1n the truth Ö
sımılar development.
Christianıty 15 losıng Its stand 1n Germany, rIt-Christ. OdaYy LMNOTC than CVCI, the evangelısatıon aln an other European countrıes. Chrıstianıtyof the world 15 tied the re-evangelısatıon of

Europe:*
111 become margınal rel1g10Us STOUD, ıf noth-
ıng maJor happens. Ihe appecal of Pope John Paul
tor the re-evangelısatıon of Europe has meanwhıle
become COINMON COMNCGCETN of manyı. * kuropeanEurope in need of renewal
Churches eed ale reformatıon but how?We INaV question the words of the Polısh PODC

about the ımportance of Europe for the salvatıon Europe MUST be re-evangelısed! But agaln, how”?
TIhe margınalısatıon of European Chrıstianıtyof the world European Churches, however, do [UI1S parallel wıth per. Mancnt decay of kuropeaneed renewal. Miılhıons of Ekuropeans AMe eft theır culture in general. Qur countrıes dIC fınancıallychurches an SOMIC maJor Christian denomıiınatıons bankrupt, socılally alıenated anı morally In mu  V111 SOON eX1ISTt ıf nothing maJor happens.

Let uSs consıder the Ssıtuatiıon ın Great Brıtain, tor
WwWafTters T he ıdea of socılally Just , forcefully
promoted DYy the proponents of the socı1al market

example. If Current trends continue, there wıll CCONOMY, 15 dyıng. Today, mıllıons of Ekurope-be classıc British Christianıty 1n less than ONC A1ls5 AT DOOF AN! LOTC than OIIC thırd of us AD
generation.“* Ihe Church GE Scotland would lose
ICS entire membershiıp DYy the YCar an the

ndebted the banks wıthout ALLY real chance
leave thıs financıal dependency. I the prescnt trend

Methodists ould dısappear in In the forty continues, the Ekuropean populatıon, hıch in
between 1960 anı 2000, the actıve member- 1960 ftormed 25% of the world’s populatıon, wıll

shıp of Englısh churches dropped from mıiıllıon drop 5% DYy the mıddle of thıs CCNLUFY, Ihese
mıiıllıon; reduction of 40% ./ It take the fıgures AaVeC led SOLTIIIC speak of the "demographicpopulatıon growth Into consıderation, the reduc- sulcıde of Europe‘. On demographıic, ethical,t10N GCVEeEn increases almost 50% In only forty moral, eCONOMIC Z polıtıcal level, there ATC INALLYythe Church of England lost half of Its [NECMN- demons ın kurope workıng hard ONn her destruc-

bershiıp, closed TMOTC than 6,000 church bulldıngs t10N an decay. Not only the kuropean churches
an employed /Z300 less pastors.® hıs 15 truly eed renewal Europe ıtself MUST be renewed.
devastatıng development, only comparable the So do eed Christian Renaı1issance of
destruction of church ıfe in the Communıist COU Europe? Ihe Roman-Catholic Father Deter
trıes of Eastern Ekurope. Bristow claıms, “Renaıissance an renewal ATC the
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specıal features of Christianity.”” Its doctrine of the Understanding culture and ultural
an cCONversionN enables humans and cıvılısa- change

t10NS rıse 1ıke *the phoen1x from the ashes’”. Peter Iransformatıiıon requires knowledge of the Carget.Bristow agaln: You GV NOW what VYOU transtftorm
It 15 bold aAM prophetic VIS1ION recallıne Bel- before yOU develop workıng theory of
loc’s 1e6EW expressed in the early that change AN! transformatıon. Iransformatıion of cul-
Europe would be Chriıstian it would NOLT eX1ISt ILTG requıres al understandıng of culture. Lımıted
ar all If there 15 renaıssance of the Faıth in understandıng of the target automatıcally leads
Europe an the old contiınent rediscovers ICS aılure. Therefore, wıll 4VE examıne CATrTCc-

ıdentity, ItSs Christian AN! spirıtual values, fully OUTr predominant Christian understandıng of
IT Can contrıbute the flowering of L1C ADC culture. How do Christians 1n kurope generally
of ciıyılızatıon an al] VEr the world 1eW culture? Is OUr understandıng relevant? Does

Surely Chriıstians d  9 Ont We*? But let usS IT help cultural realıty fully?
Secondly, transformatıon requlres phiılosophyfor MOMECNT, consıder thıs Why has Christian

Europe ended where ATC NOWw” Ihere WCCIC of change. You N know how transftorm ın
order be successful. Iransformatıon 15 TMOTC thanreal external forces obstructing Christianıty in

estern kurope foster An nourısh Christian experıment. It 15 PFOCCSS tollowıng work-
Ing theory. Ihe approach take wıll consıderablyculture. In fact; the opposıte 15 LIru! In INally West-

CII European countrıes Christian denomınatıons iınfÄuence UCcCCCcSsS5 aılure. What approach do the
maJorıty of European Christians uUuSc changeenjoyed the of church. Ihe doors tor people aın soclety?evangelısatıon AaVe always Gen wıde OPCH ftor Ihe basıc questl1ons, AS 111 SCC, ATC ofthem Christianıity has, AS Matter of fact, ecen the
ULEMOST relevance the 1SSUES A1C dıscussıng.maın force behind the STOTCV of estern success.1®

Who then margınalısed the church? Whıiıch forces RBoth quest10ons address. M1SS10102Y, the theologı-
cal dıscıplıne whıch determiınes the path of Y1S-and PDOWCTIS dTCc wıinnıng the battle ftor the mınds

an hearts of the Europeans? Are those forces t1an eXpansıon 1ın g1ıven sOCIEtY. Ihe challenge of
transformatıon Ah97 change ın Europe 15 ındeedinherent in the SYStCI'I‘I of Christendom ıtself? challenge M1SS1010gy.SroWINS number of concerned Chriıstians

tend belıeve exactly that Accordıing theır .1 Common understandıng of culture and
analysıs, 1t 15 the Christendom paradıgm which has changebecome the Maın stumblıng block tor the church How do the maJorıty of kuropean Christijans SECC

develop an transtorm the Europecan culture !” culture” In observatıon, the MOST COIMNMMON
Alan Kreıder, for example, STates “We wıll NOTLT fully definıtıon iıdentifies culture wıth SsSCeTt of values
understand the CIMNTENT malaıse of estern hrıs- ındıyvıdual collective of ındıvıduals holds
t1anıty untıl COTMLIC wıth the phenom- Culture 15 then manıftfested in the cho1ces the iındı-
CNON of Christendom 1n Its INalıy dimensi0ns.’!3 vidual cCommunıty subscribes 15 intrıguedTIhe term Chrıistendom descrıbes certaın 16 W DYy 1n order design WaYy of ıfe Values gu1deof the world The church an Its role 1ın soclety cho1ces AN! choices determıne behaviour. .o00d
developed in Europe after Chrıstianıty became values produce g0o0d cho1ces 2887 AS result deter-
relıgıa legıtıma ın the Roman Empire through the mınNe g0o0d socı1al culture Ihe rıse aN! fall of C1IV1-
Edıct ofMılan ın 313 under k mperor Constantıne l1satı1Oons, accordıng thıs t COTY, depends upON21/2-337). Christianıty SOONMN became ımper1al the SET of values theır people hold Io changerelıg10n an ItSs future W as VC much determıned an transtftorm culture requıres change of values.
by Ifs relatıon the 1Iıme and do NOT Consequently, ONC 111 appe_:al people’s [CasSOl
allow the dıscussıon of thıs Christendom phenom- and CXPCCt change of mınd, decısıon tor better
CNON ın LMNOTC detaıl Al depth;! concerned ıdeas. We miıght call thıs Ikınd ofdefinıtion 1deolog-wıth the question of transformatıon AaN! change ın iıcal because It ıdentifies values wıth the rıght ıdeas

gıven culture. TIherefore lımıtıng myself aM VIEWS. Or INAaYy 5SaVy IT 15 world-view drıven
those 1SsSUES of the modern Christendom paradıgm definıtion of culture. Most of UL M1SS1O010@Yy today
whiıch SCCI1 successfully hınder the church ollows such definıtion.
transform Ekuropean cultures.«0 It 15 CaASYy SC where such definıtion CAIHE
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from: IT 15 typıcal product of modern miınd, gelısm an 1SS10N. Attached the pletistic -
whiıch defines humans DV theır abılıty thınk version 15 the promıise of changed lıfe In popular
It reflects Rene Descartes’ (1596-1650) famous You g1Vve VOUrLr ıfe Christ, yYOU accept hıs
logıon "Cogıto CISO sSum Il thınk, therefore teachıngs, aAN! VYOUF ıfe wıll be radıcally changed.“”am hıs logıon became fundamentum INCON- changed ındıvıduals wıll change sOCI1etY. Here
CUSSUM. , 4N unquestionable princıple of the rat10n- 15 the 1C4aSOI for the CHNOTIMMOUS “nformational ACt1IV-
alıst Cartesijan phılosophy. kuropean ratiıonalısm 1 that evangelısm-minded Chrıstians aAVe devel-
finds ICS fundamental princıple here, hıch for CE1N- oped: millıons of L[ONS of LraCts, DOOKs, CDs,
PHrIes determıned all epıstemology. Consequently FOSTAMMCS, CrIIMONS GG appcal the mınds of
:corg Wılhelm Friedrich Hegel (1/70-1831) people around the world 21CCCPt Jesus 1Nto theır
Heved that ıdeas AIC central reflection lıves. Many do accept hım 4A5 theır ord and

AaN! exy1ıstence. Ideas LINOVC histOrYy. Rıght ıdeas Savıour. Has thıs, then, changed the world?

al ındıyvıdual.“% Likewise the ındıyıdualism
ATC rıght lıyıng! Ihe AN! shaker 15 the Ure enough, ILal y people AaVe reported ıfe-

changıng experience after typıcal pietistic COMNVETI-
ot John Locke (  -1  ) Sqa the UtOnOMOU S10N. A chıld of Pıetism myself. But dıd SOCI1etyAaN! ratiıonal iındıvıdual AS the maın of socı1al and culture change AS result of pietistic mi1iss1oOnN?
change.“ Ihese an sımılar phılosophical thoughts Maybe. of SOLIIIC interesting results.
ATC the of the ıdeologiıcal 1eW ofculture. At But 1ın general? do NOT thınk 5 surely NOT in
the en of the moderniıst Journey, culture became Europe, the motherland of Pietism! neıther ın

ratiıonal CONSIrUCT of values, VIEWS and cCognıtıve the USA Pıetism INAaYy AaVe had consıderable ınfilu-
dec1s10ns. GE the shapıng of the Church In Europe but

European Christianıty has CCn deeply ınfiu- Itfs culture has hardly een ınfiluenced. TIhe OPPO-enced DYy ratiıonalısm ıN Its HEW culture. Ome sıte be Iru Ihe rıise of pletistic iınfiluence
CVeENn praise Chrıistian theology AS being the SOUTCEC in kurope A esen paralleled DY Aall
of ratiıonalısm 1n Europe.“ It 15 NOL task ere alıenatıon of soclety from Christianity. decısıon
debate the role of Christianity 1n setting the for Chrıst and Chriıstian values, change of mınd,
that there 15 close correlatıon between Christian-
tor ratiıonalısm ın kurope. Ihe truth 1S, however, seemıngly O€es NOT change sOCIety automatıcallv.

In fact:; would ArguC, It hınders such devel-
Ity the OTMIC hand and ratiıonalısm the other. opment. Why: Because the prevaılıng COI‘1CCPt of
TIhe "Victory of reason’ in European Christianity 15 culture AS Sset of values Ar of change of culture
evident everywhere. Ratıonal theology, 1T> 15 through makıng value choices 15 sımplySIgn of Chrıistendom *> ven in large Darts of the How Caln YOU change realıty wıthout under-
Christian Church, where yYOU would least CXDCCL standıng IT properly? Jesus Chriıst hımself shows
rationalıstic chınkıng, the modern paradızm of the WaYy by sayıng: ‘You chall NOW the truth and
culture 15 1n operatıon. Consıder, for instance, the the truth shall make VOU tree? (John ö:32) When-
Dietistic that W asSs largely responsı1ble for CVET do NOLT know the truth, sustaınable change
IMOST of the kuropean spırıtual revıval AT 1SS10N. 15 ımpossıble! Ignorance, SdayS the apostle PaulPıetism dates Chrıistian CXAStENCE. In of pCI results 1ın alıenatıon from ıfe in God (Ephesıianssonal relatıonshıp wıth God. the MOMECNT of A 17-18 Has the 1gnNOrance of the Christian COM)-
personal decısıon of the indıyıdual follow Jesus munıty regardıng culture led the decay ofChris-
In all of lıfe Jleadıng conversion of mınd an t1anıty in Europe? belıeve it has! It ll NOT be
eCart August ermann Francke (1663-1727), the enough appecal the Chriıstian communıty for
tather of the Pıetism INn Halle, °Hırst VYOU re-evangelısation, 45 John aul II an INa y other
ave repent of all VOUFr evıl deeas. an then yOUF ecumen1ı1cal an evangelıcal Chrıstians ATIC domng.mınd 111 ave change wıthın yOou Only then Sticking modernıiıst understandıng of culture

such cConversion would stand for iıntellectual
15 there “the beginniıng of Chrıistianity”.’ In realıty and cultural change ll foster re-confessionalisa-

t10Nn of Europe, and ere AN! there boost certaın
ACCCDLANCE of ST of values based the Holy denomınatıon Aat the CADCNSC of other denomıiına-
Scriptures. The LEXT of the famous black Amerıcan t10NS, but 1t 111 INANASZC re-evangelıse

ONS PULtS It the point: ‘1 aV decıded
tollc Ekurope. hoever appeals Christian renals-

ZSUS turnıng back .26 ofkurope 11l ave COMC wıth alter-
NetISt1C ACT of Conversion has become the natıve COHCCPt of culture task whıch EvangelicalMO e MOST of evangelical anı charısmatiıc CVd miss10l0gy take AS ser10usly AS possıble.
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Culture as design for lıyiıng t10NS of gıven culture [11all in the Cau-
No ther term has produced LTMOTC quest10ns an C  „ tor example, 11l be allowed INALL y

of hıs cho1ice wıthout consulting h1sOpIN1ONS than the concept of culture. After all,
what 15 culture? How do cultures nction an famıly clan. Ihe WdY yYOU generally behave iın the
what ATC WaYyS of cultural change? Ihe Latın term German publıc 15 determıned DYy code of behav-
cultura comprehensıve 1e6W of the total 10ur called Knıgge. You do NOLT NOW the Knıgge?
realıty of human ey1istence. Modern-day anthro- Well, that VOU wıll NOLT really make It in SOCI-
pology develops 1fSs definitions along, sımılar lınes. In German SOCIELY,

cultures determıne theır codes AN! ofIhe tather of CONTCEMPOFAFY cultural anthropology,
Edward Burnett Iylor (1852:1917), defined cul- behavıour ıIn ONMNC WaAY another. Ihose codes ATC

Lure AS the totalıty of human phılosophy of ıfe AN! usually tormed DYy the ıdeas afY VIEWS people aV
Ihe worldviews Shape behavıour.behavıour 1ın gy1ven socı1al GCOHMMTEXE Every attempt

define culture from partıcular perspect1ve At the eart of CVCIY culture, there 15 relıg102,
SECT of belıefs hıch transcend the Oobvıous ıNhuman realıty has taıled far. Culture 15 complex

ohenomenon 2081 requıres comprehensı1ıve defi- the real. Anthropologiısts holdıng thıs 1e6W of
nıt1on. 1.0u1s 1Luzbetak rıghtly claımed culture 4S culture wıll that VOU wıll only ACGCCss culture
"design tfor lı fe?2S aın Lothar Käser defined culture DYy startıng wıth the materı1al, Crossıng the socı1al
45 strategy for human exıistence). < Culture 15 the AN! the COgnit1ve, an fınally reachıng the relı-
WdY of ıfe of people. It embraces all STrATtTa of ıfe X10US values. It 15 ımpossı1ıble the rel1g10Us
1n gıven of people, the iImmanent d well eart of g1ven culture dırectly. It takes time
AS the transcendent, the mater1a| an the sOocıal, the understand culture AFı It takes CVEeENn LMLOTC time
Cognıtıve and the rel1g10Us.“” So IT 15 NOL CASYV change It
CUOHN wıth sımple definıtion of culture Ihe modernıst 1eW culture 0o0k-

Ferraro definıng culture Ar multı-lev- ıng 4T culture AS cognıtıve CONSIFrLCL We Can 110
elled realıty. According thıs 1e6W there ATC ftour SC hOow lopsıded thıs 1e6W 15 an how problem-
layers determıinıng culture: at1C in of cultural change. Comprehensıive

always requıre comprehensıve WaVYS ofThe thıngs AT (the mater1a] culture)
ftorm the basıc CC change. hıs 15 general truth an It Clearly applıes
Ihe thıngs do (the sOocı1a| culture) COMLC Chriıstian theology of transformatıon.

of if. Cultural change what 15 needed?IThe thırd level 15 ftormed Dy what thınk
(the cognıtıve culture) How do cultures change? Is IT enough iIntro-
Iast but NOLT least, the thıngs belıeve (the uce SCET of transtormed values Into gıven cul-
rel1g10U0s culture) ftorm the hıghest level >} EUre; AS the modernıst paradıgzm suggests: Or 15 1T

Ihe Sa'JmInıec COI]CCPt Can be represented DYy CONCECMN-
rather ımportant change the mater1a| forces of
the production, AS the sci1entific mater1alısm trıestr1IC cırcles.* At the bottom of the pyramıd 1n

the outward cırcle of culture lay the mater1a| values CONVINCE us”? How do cultures change? Ome
prelımınary thoughts.of g1iven Culture, CONSISUNG of CVCLY mater1ally Cultural ınfiuence L[UNS from the COp theaccess1ible value. You ıll easıly recogNıseE Muslım

in GermanYy Just DYy her outward AD PCAL- bottom, from the CEDITE the outsıde. In
ANCE Or both the Iurks aın the Greeks consıder other words, the rel1g10Us culture ıntorms
anıse brandy natıonal digest1ve, C VEn ıf the Tlurks the COgNIt1VE, the COgnNIt1Vve the socı1al an
call 1t vrakı N the Greek 01 Ihe CUSTOM of both the socı1al the mater1a| culture. 1lo introduce
cultures prescrıbes anıse brandy dıgestive GV change the hıghway of
when other alcoholıic drınks AdIC NOT. permitted. You gıven culture AaN! contro|l i1t.° You 111 AVEC
Can pıcture INa y other outward materıjal S12NS of understand the totalıty of culture be
yOUrz culture. able that hıghway. You 111 sımul-

Ihe layer of culture describes thınes tancously ave ident1ıfy wıth AaAn er1ıticıse
do codes, AN! instıtutiOons, systems of g1ven culture, recognısıng AıN namıng the
behaviour. It 15 those systems whıch ultımately weak points of cultural systern ın order
determine the rıght behavıour of people. change ıt
Codes of behavıour ATC SEeTt DYy SYSLCMS an INStTICU- Cultural ınfiuence 15 guarded an preserved
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by cultural instiıtuti1Oons AN! SVSLCMS. hıs the background of the 1SSUES discussed by the elıte
miıght be trıbal leadershıp iıntellectual of g1ven culture. Dıiscussing theology ın publıc
elıte. Change requires comprehensıve AULGSS 111CAaNsS pr Omote publıc theology. As IMALLET

of (aCEı publıc theology 15 the only WaY towardsthose SYStCI'I‘IS of ıthout change 1n
those elıtes culture 15 OT changeable. cultural change. theology developed wıthın the

tour walls of the church wıll M1Ss Out Il 1SsSuUeESsCultures ATC NEVCTLT static: they ATC ın
PIOCCSS of change largely due intercultural relevant culture AN) become ırrelevant tor the
exchange AF the SroWINg knowledge of PTFOCCSS of transformatıon. In other words, plea
humankınd. representatiıve of culture INAaYy for contextual m1ss1010gy m1ss10l0gy hıch
dıscover mater1a| CXPrEeSsSIONS NOLT known intrıgues and fosters publıc theology.
her hıs OW mater1al culture and 111 then But what 15 publıc theology: Ihe ferm W 4S

ıntroduce them hıs (r her socı1al developed in the USA In relatıvely CGEI: times.
Hence certaın moral behavıour 15 changed It 15 45 attempt practice theology in
because of intercultural exchange because the frame Gr reference offered by culture an SOC1-
thıs certaın COI'ICCPt 1S tound attractıve. Cty 54 It 15 contextual theology al Itfs Dest: whereas
SOMIC INaYy through lıfe-cChangıing spırıtual VOu do NOT necessarıly reflect publıcally dıscussed
experiences. Regardless where the ZaAP hap- 1SSUES In theologıcal WAdY. Thıs, however, has een
PCDS, the result of introducıng something 11ICW COTINMMON systematıc an practical theology for

culture 111 CreAtEe enNns10N between the centuriıes. Publıc theology dıscusses lIıte-relevant
dıfferent layers of gıven culture. 10 1SSUES ın publıc! Ihe publıc theolog1an lıterally
the tensiONs I1L11Ca1ls ıdentify the needs of CHiIErs the publıc sphere, becomıing vıtal aın

actıve member of the ıntellectual elıte. He sheculture, whiıch then ffer opportunıtıes for
change. To NOW the ZaDS 1n cultural SYStemM NOL merely reflects the work Ör the elıte ın inter-

being able define of change. dıscıplinary INANNCI, Dut rather looks E OS the
Cultural change 15 MOST powerful 1T 1SSUES intra-discıplinary, AS Johannes Van der Ven
approaches all layers of culture. People wh. suggested.*”
control the hıghway, runnıng through Publıc heology DYy definıtion incorporates other
the dıfferent layers of culture, AdIC lıkely cultural dıscıplınes such AS SOCIOL10@V, psychology,
become the MOST wanted aAYCHES tor transfor- cultural anthropology, CCONOMLY an polıtical SCI-
matıon. C  - mention few. It requıres empirıcal

research ä19 wıll hıghly pro f from the work of
empirıcal theology an empiırıcal missiology.°Christian Renaissance IMOTC than Cultural change tollows networks, systems anVISION instıtutions of® identifyıng cultural FfeNs10Ns

For Christian renaıssancCeE iın kurope, the above an offering comprehensıve solutions. Publıc the-
that IT 15 only possı1ible ultural change Oology looks for WdYS such networks AaN!

15 PrOCCSS. Ihıs requıres PrOpCI understandıng uUuSsSsc theır VENUCS of ınfiuence AI change.
of culture and cultural change. Iransformation wıll It 1S nevertheless, ımportant underlıne the
only be successful when both the target and the fact that such networks an systems AUC seldom
method of transformatıon AT Clearly defined. One systems of real polıtıcal They INay iıntorm
CANNOLT transtorm postmodern Europe DYy sımply the instıtution ofexercısed3such 4S An
applyıng modern definıtions ofculture AN! cultural admınıstratıve instiıtutions CVCN churches,
change. Chriıstian renalıssance requıres COMIDIC- but Aat the Sa’'mlıE time they SsSeTt trends DYy critically
hensive approach culture and cultural change. evaluatıng the practised lo g1VvE CX aml-
hıs Can only be Oone DYy holıstıic M1sS10102Y. ple, o0ok AT the 1114S5 media ın Germany. Ihe

Ihe mult:leve] CODCCPC of CuHItüre. 4S dıscussed MOST popular aNı) bestselling NCWSDAPCT, Bıld L[UIL1S
in thıs PapCr, offers frame of reference for theol- mıllıons of copıes. hıs A24SS1vVve market

of transformatıon which 111 AaVEC the capacıty suggest powerful tool| of iınfiuence but in realıtytoster Christian renaıssance of European SOCI1- trends AIC rather SEeTt DYy exclusıve CWS5 MaSa-Such theology 111 approac change al zine called IDe Zeıt wıth relatıvely small cırcula-
four levels of culture: the materı1al, sOocılal, cognıtıve t102. Sımıiular SIErLUcLuUures eX1ISt in all SiIrara of SOCIEtY.and rel1g10Us levels. It 111 aV o0k carefully A0 arge unıversıities, globally operatıng NGOs, AN!
the of cultural eNns10N an debate them natıonally 4S ell 4S internationally operatıng inst1-
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tut1Ons May reach the IMASSCS, but do they also Set t1an European cırcles about the of Chriıstian-
trends? Is there enough eritical thınkıng ınvolved Ity aAM the continummg PFrOCCSS of margıinalızıng the

Church AN! the Christian ftaıth of "poSst-OL do these systems less SCTVC the CLHETENE

paradıgm? Iransformers wıll o0k for InnNOVatıve, Chrıistendom theologıans’ demands 11CW Pa
critical AT AL the SAaMı1Cc time infÄuentı1a]| networks. dıgm of church ex1istence in the CONFEXT of kurope.
IThe publıc theologıan targeting change be ın They SCC AaN! pPromotc the i emerging theology
thıs sphere of operatıon. AN Ihere 15 1TCASON hope for L1ICW

1Do Chrıstians in Europe today belong LO SIrLIC- day in kuropean Christianıity. It 15 in fact
[ures of change? Is Chriıstian renaıssancCceC visıble maJor challenge anı task of M1SS1010gYy pr OMOTLC
because Christians AdIC addressing the 1ISSUCS of such change ın t COTrY aM praxIıs.
change? No, Al 1OT. Few Europcan depart-

of Theology aVe iıntroduced publıc the- Dr Johannes Reiımer teaches Miss10logy 288 the
ology 4S part of theır currıculum. Ihe kuropcan Universıty of South Afrıca aAM Ar the Theolo-
theological tradıtıon concentrated 0)8! domg the- gyisches Seminar Ewersbach in Germany.
ology maınly AS phılosophiıcal exercIlsc. No
wonder theology, 45 academı1c discıpline, has
become ONC of the least attractıve dıscıplines tor Notes
potentıial students. Nowadays, Man y theologıcal Ihıs artıcle 15 the edıted version of presented
schools struggle TTT ACT students. In C  ®  rmanYy at the 2010 conference of the Fellowshiıp of FEuro-

PCal Evangelıcal Theologıians (FEEL) ın BerlınSOMNC famous theologıcal departments GE Unı vers1i-
Pope John DPaul IL, ‘Declaratıon Europe;, Sept1es ME already closed theır doors. None of the

prıvate elıte unıversıties In continental Europe tember 1982, TE
Pope John aul I1 the European Conventıion ofAWe CD establiıshed faculty of theology. Only the Missıionarıes Miıgrants, June 19861n TECEHNT AVUNe kuropean theologıians started On the Ssıtnation of Chrıstian denomiınatıons iın

investigate of contextual theology aınd Great Brıtain, SCC um Brown, The ea
only ın thıs decade has publıc theology become of Chrıstian Brıtain. nderstandıng ecularıza-
MAaltfer of theologiıcal interest. do NOLT yeLr SCC L10N London: outledge, Bruce “Ihe
than experimental thınkıng COomıng, the surface. Demuise of Christianıty ıIn Britain’ ın Davıe,
Tt publıc theology 15 presupposıtion for socıetal Heelas and Woodhead (eds.), Prediucting 1910N
change, an ıf Chrıstian renaılssance requıres the- Chrıstuan, Secular and Alternatıves Fautures Alder-
ology ZOINS publıc, ally talk of approaching shot hgate, DPeter Brıerly, Religious trends

London Christian Research, Duncanre-evangelısatıon of Europe 15 hıghly speculatıve
because the basıc foundatıons of change do 3C MacLaren, Maıssıon Implausibhle. orınNg VEı  1
eXISt. Ekuropean elıtes E NOLT iınterested ıIn Christi- LO the Church Carlısle Paternoster,

Brown, enSanBrıtain,anıty an the change networks of Europe VE few Bruce, “Demise of Christianıity”, 53-63Christians workıng for them, ıf aNV,
We mıght CVCN (MIC StCP behind the abılıty of Brıerly, Religuous trends, quoted MachLaren,

MaiAssıon Implausible,European Christianity iıntroduce change. Most MachLaren, Misstı0on Implausible,Furopean churches st111 OpcCr; atc insıde modern Wıllı: Beck, Gottesdienst dıe Miıtte der MUSSLIONLL-
paradıgm, readıng culture from perspective of vıschen Gemeuinde. Zweitgottesdienst ntwicklung als

outdated and inaccurate definıtion. kvangelısm Baustein für PINE zukünflige Soztalgestalt der LOE-
still aspıres towards value change, Chrıstian educa- sschen Landeskırche In Wü  E  erg (Unpublıshed
t10N CONCENTrAaTES ethıcs an morals, and Chriıs- MIh Dıiıssertation; Pretor1a: UNISA,

10 Friedemann Stöffler, “Wırd Luthers Kırche ZULC SE-t1an socıal iınvolvement CONCENTrates managıng
the socı1a|l Beyond ouDbt, kuropean Chriıs- nıorenkırche?” ın Ziıtronenfalter 1/2003; c£ Beck,

Gottesdiuenst, 43t1anıty ıtself needs transformatıon. ıthout COMN- E1 Beck, Gottesdienst, 43sıderable change in Chrıstian theology Aan! church Lpractice, there 111 be Chrıstian change Wolfgang uber, Johannes Friedrich Deter
Steinacker, Kırche In der 2E  A der Lebensbezüge.for Europe. DDae ViEerteE EKD rhebung über KirchenmitgliedschaftDoes thıs that the ıdea of Christian 1CI1- (Gütersloh: Guüutersloher Verlagshaus, 45  IV

alssance W ds dead before 1T CVCMN started” Is IT 13 Beck, Gottesdienst,
utopla? do NOLT thınk feel the wınds of change Eriedemann Walldorf, Daie Neu-Evangelısıerung
approachıing. TIhere 15 JroWwing tumult in Chriıs- Europas (Giessen: Brunnen, examınes dıffer-
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ent strategies re-evangelıse Europe; readers August Herrmann Francke, AT www. bıble-only.org/
notıce the helplessness ofecumenıcal, Roman-Cath- german/handbuch/Francke_August_Hermann.html
olıc and evangelıcal eaders alıke | accessed September 2010

15 Peter Bristow, A Chrıstian RenaıLssance for Europe’ kor OVErVICW, SE Markus 13S, Bekeh-
(1 June wwwı.christendom-awake.org/ IUn un: Wiıedergeburt‘ ın artmut Lehman
pages/pbristow/renaıssa.html. ut. recht (eds.), Geschichte des Pıetismus (ed
See ın thıs regard Rodney Stark, The 1CtOrY of Martın Brecht) Band Glaubenswelt und Le-
Reason: Hnr Chrıstuanıty led cedom, capıtalısm, benswelten (Göttingen: Vandenhoec Ruprecht,
and Western UCCESS (New York Oom House, 2004 49-82; elmut Burkhardt, Die biblısche VE
2005) who demonstrates the close ınvolvement gf DON der ekehrung (Giessen/Basel: IVG Brunnen,
Christianıty shapıng the capıtalıst West

1/ Stuart Murray-Wıllıams, ost-Chrıistendom (Carlısle: deeper dıscussıon of VIEWS culture 15 in
Paternoster, 145ff. book the theology of soclety-relevant hurch

18 Alan Kreıder, The Change of Conversion and the growth Johannes Reımer, Iae WelLt UMAVIMEN. The-
Orıqim of hrıstendom (Harrısburg: Trinıty Press, ologıe des gesellschaftsrelevanten EMEINAEDAUS (Mar-
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