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God the Father in the Old Testament
Svetlana Knobnya

UMMARY related O Israel. When God redeems Israel Out of Egypt,
he hecomes lıke Father [O It and Israel becomes his SOM

While the idea of God eing the Father dominates New Exodus 4:272) Thus, for Israel the fatherhood of God IS
Testament studies In relation O ESUS and the followers of inked O ıts redemption DY Cad This relationship egan
eSsus, the Father-Giod motif rooted In the Old JTestament through inıtlatıve and ith the DUFrDOSEC that they
and prominent In the second temple period has received WI and obey Giod yel Israe| IS often unfaithful
insufficient attention The concept of CGod the Father IS him CGod IS also SeEel d$ the Father of the human Kings

ro0a hut In the Old JTestament It IS closely of Israel.

RESUME ceptible de reCOUVTIr large champ mMals, dans ’An-
cıen Testament, intervient rapport etroit dAdVEC Israel.

Le theme de Ia paternite divine Ia OIS Ieu LOrSsque Dieu lbere Isra@e| de ’esclavage Egypte,
Pere de Jesus et MmM Pere des disciples de Jesus devient Mm pere DOUT peuple et Israel devient
UVCCUDE UNe Dlace iımportante dans les etudes theolo- 1018 ils (ExX 4 22) Aınsı, Ia Daternıte divine est l ee DOUF
ZIques du Nouveau Testament. En revanche, s’est Israe| redemption Dar Dieu ette relation Ste INS-
trop DEU Interesse motif du Jeu Pere qu! trouve 55 tauree |’initiative divine et dans le but YJUC les Israelites
aCcCınes dans ’Ancien lestament et des Eve- rendent Culte [Dieu et I obeissent et neanmoOIIMMNsS

Israel |u Ouvent (Dr  TE iInlhıdele IeUu est AaUSsı considereloppements iımportants ’Epoque du second temple.
L e Concept de JIeu Mm Pere Est un  (D categorie SUS- [NMM E Pere du rl humain d’Israel.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Während die Vorstellung VO ott als Vater die ute- AaUuUs Agypten herausrettet, ird Er quasi zZzu Vater für
das Volk, un Israel ird seIn Sohn Exodus @4: 22) Somıitstamentlichen tudien über ESUS un seINEe Nachfolger

dominiert, hat das Vatermotiv Gottes, welches Im Alten verbindet sich für Israe| die Vaterschaft (‚ottes mMıt der
Testament verwurzelt ISst und In der Epoche des zweıten Befreiung des Volkes UrC| ıhn C;Oft hat diese Bezlie-
Tempels vorherrscht, noch nicht genügen Aufmerksam- hung Uurc seIne Inıtlative INnS | ebens erufen mıiıt dem
Keit gefunden. as Konzept VOT ( O# als Vater stellt eIne WEeC! dass Israel COl dient un ıhm gehorcht, doch oft
welıt gefasste Kategorie dar, doch Im Alten Testament Ist sind sIe ıhm untreu Fhbenso ird (iott als der Vater der
diese Vorstellung CN mıit Israel verknüpft. Als (‚ott Israe| KöniIge Israels angesehen.

Introduction There AT Sixteen instances 1ın which G0d 15 des1g-
nated 4S Father 1n the Old JTestament:Emphasizing the sıgnıfıcanceE of the ıdea of the

fatherhoo: of God in the Old JÄestament:; DDavıd Deuteronomy 27 :5JTasker wriıtes: Samuel
Although theologians A1VE wriıtten about Chronicles LLAS: Z2 O: 28:6; 29:10
the Father for centurıies, the endeavour has PEn Psalm 68:5; 597:26;
largely Chrıistological, rather than focus the Proverbs
Father-God motıf. TIherefore there has een hıttle Jeremuah 3:4-5, 7'7 31:9

in undcrstandin)g the concept.‘ Isa1ah 63:16 twiıce]; 64 :8
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Maleach: x  „ 10.* Ihe SaImnc ıdea ADDCAIS ın Deuteronomy where
God 15 a1sO depicted AS the Father who redeemsHowever, the number of references alone Can
hıs SC(\) Israel an Carrıes hım in the wılderness Aobscure the promıinence of the ıdea ın the Old

Testament: It Can be PI'CSCI'It wıthout the word father carrıes hıs SOn Deut FS1) Ihe exodus
tather being sed Ome further COIl- motiıf 15 certaınly PresCcnt in Deuteronomy

where Moses describes God 45 Father who findssıder the relatıonshıp between GOod AaN! Israel AS

Father-son relatıonshıp 1in whiıch God dJGISs A hıs people in the desert (verse 10) 288l leads them
lovıng Father (EX 4:22; DDeut 14:1; Isa 45:11; UL (verse 42) Psalm pıctures Od’s fatherhood
Jer Sd69: Hos 1LE Ihe ıdea of God being the in of provisıon for and defence of the needy;

45 McCann reCogNISES, the language of exodus 15Father also CIMCISCS 1ın the personal L1LAMCS of the
sed tor the descrıption (verses 4-6).° TIhe PsalmIsraelıtes (e.2 Sam S Sam When

God calls Israel OUuUtTt of slavery he becomes 1ıke also mentions wilderness, the S1inal and the DOS
Father 1T an Israel becomes hıs SOM (BX 4:22) essioN of the land, AaN! IT SCS the word ‘heritage’
God lıberates an stands for hıs people srael, designate the and the people (verses 7'> cf.

Deut Ihe needy 11C5S5 TE ATC IsraelıtesresCUINS them trom theır WOCS, thus being, theır
Father AN! Redeemer (Isa 63:16 As far Israel an the provisıon God made for hıs people 15 hıs
15 concerned, the tatherhood of God 1S Iınked Its CATC for them in the wılderness. Thüus: the ıdea of
redemption. hıs examınes the Old lesta- God being the Father 15 TL agaın connected wiıth

the exodus motiıf.MentTL wıth specıfic question In mınd: How 15 the
Prior the eXOdus, the Israelıtes cried OUurTtıdea God the Father related .Od’s redemptive

purposes? GOod because of theır slavery (Ex Z:253) Ihe word
sed er tor sSservıice slavery 15 the SaJllL1lE AS the
word for servıce AaN! worshı1p of God (abad).Father Redeemer of the whole natıon When G0d lıberates israel; he po1Nts OUuUTt that theır

of Israel destiny 15 be free from slavery for the PUrDOSC
Chrıs Wrıight that the concept of God being of serving hım who 15 ımplıcıtly theır Father. GOod
the Father of hıs people Israel 15 *tar from Jackıng redeems Israel and calls hıs people worshıp
ın theır theologıical repertolre‘. God 15 described W AaN! SC -V£. hımself Deut They AT be
the Father of the whole natıon of Israel In Exodus devoted theır od for they E redeemed 11C5

of God (eL. Lev 25:38. 42-43, d9; Ds 10/:2:; IsaGod calls Israel hıs SC  - wıth the intention
redeem Israel OUT of theır slavery ın Egypt In hıs 12) Accordingly, thıs redemption ımplıes TMOTC

instruction Moses G0od Sa VS, than Just the redemption of slaves trom Egypt Ihe
redemption 15 "emancıpatıon and restoratiıon of thehen Sa y Pharaoh, “ 1 hıs 15 what the LORD enslaved wholeness 1n relatıon God’*9 who 15

SayS. Israel 15 firstborn SO sa1ıd VOU,
°Let My S®  3 that he INa Y Me)) (Ex A 20 ımplıcıtly the Father of Israel Before the exodus
23) they WTG slaves alıens iın Egypt (Deut 10:1S8-

19) 1L10' they dIC Od’s SON Od’s SO11S (Deuthıs ımplıcıt reference God the Father CM S in 14:1-2; Isa 1:2Z) wıth the intention that they SGGL VE
the COMNLIEX T of the partıcular hıistorical of the hım In somethıng 1ke ormula of adoption”“exodus, the delıverance of Israel from Egypt John Israel becomes the firstborn SO of God; longerDurham viıvıdly SaVyS that ın r equcst let hıs slave. Od’s redemption Or Israel SETIS the
S() worshiı1p hıs dıvıine Father there 15 c  glım- for Israel’s ıdentity 1n relatiıonshıp G0od
INCTLTr of the exodus iıtself?.© Although the whole who becomes theır Father.
earth belongs God (ExX 19:5) he has chosen Od’s redemption of hıs SO Israel 15 also lınked
Israe] tor specıal relatıonshıp wıth hımself; Israel creation language. In Deuteronomy Moses
belongs God 4A5 hıs s() whom he LTESCUCS from remınds Israel that GO0d has redeemed them ut
slavery. hıs dıstinctive relatıonshıp between GOod that they UE acted wıckedly toward hım althoughAn srael, based .Od’s redeeming them OUT of they WEEIC hıs chıldren: IS he NOT YOUF Father, whi
EgYypt, reMaAalNs all ımportant subject throughout created VOU, wh. made yYOUu ıNn establıiıshed you?’the Book of Exodus (ExX 6:5-6; 15:1218: 19:4; Deut 32:5-6; c£f. Mal 10) Israel belongs God
Z0: Z SS 1: TIhe relatiıonshıp between Israel aN! the Father because GoOod created and establıshed It
God 15 sealed DYy the into whıich God TIhe language of creating an establıshıng Israel 15
entfers wıth Israel AS hıs children (chapters 19-24 NOLT Meant be taken in anıy physıcal natural
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God 15 NOT the progenitor but the establısher drıve them OUuTt before VOU, accomplısh what
of Israel 4A5 natıon an AL the SdiI1L1lE time theır 1lıb- he VOUF fathers, Abraham, Isaac and
erator.!2 Thıs concept 15 grounded in dıyvıne elec- Jacob (Deut 05 ct. f
t10N. God calls hıs people OuLtC, makıng them hıs Ihe and that 15 1ın 1eW 15 of COM SE the and of
OW.: adopting them for the PDUFDOSC of ServVing the Canaan Deut F3 4:21; 4:38; 12:10: 16:20;|ORD He alone 15 the inıtl1ator of the relatıonshıp
wıth them. Z3:19-26:1). Ihe and 15 also the g0al of the

exodus. God NO accomplısh what he
sımılar ıdea 15 present ın Isa1ah 64 :7-8 had already promıised the patrıarchs.Israel 15 the work of 0d’s hands As theır Father, But although Israe] holds pOssess10N of the land.Redeemer (cf. Isa 16) AN! potter (the S G FOOT

4S God formıng dam 1n Gen 2713 G0od has the IT 15 only alıen FEa ın IT (Lev Z 25 Jer
Z Hos 2 cf_ Gen 17°6) TIThe prophets Warllrıght and 15 able shape Israel’s destiny and NOT that Israel’s unfaıthfulness God would eadremember theır S1NS. We SEC that the creation lan- exyıle aM the loss of the and (eo Jer 1-15; Amos

ZUASC broadens the of ‚od’s tfatherhood an SEL /Y1) Ihe and continues be the LORD  »  Shıs redeeming aCt1VItY. Tlasker belheves that both the
Jegıtımacy an the possıbılıty of Od’s tatherhood aM he C  e take It back ır people become taıthless.

It 15 NOLT the and ıtself ut Its theological -arıse from hıs being Creator.* (One (:47)] conclude ing A .0d’s promıise aın 4S A eXpression of thethat od’s redeeming aCt1vity 15 both creatıve 1ın continumng relatıonshıp between God the Father
Nature AN! founded upDON the fact that he created
Israel AT hıs people whıch has the greater sıgnıfıcance

When GOod redeems Israel, he calls ıt hıs firstborn for thıs discussion.*© hıs explaıns why the trıbe
of Levı has chare ın the land, for theır iınherit-

0)8| (BX 4:22; Jer 51:9) Regardless of whether
ATIGE. 15 the LORD hımself Deut 10:9: 12:12 Numthıs that other natıons A also 0d’s sOons, }

the emphasıs 15 Israel being the irstborn SO 18:20-24). It also explaıns the Israelıte CUsStom

when God redeems them. Israel has clear famıly reflect theır AS redeemed before GOod ın the
cCONsecratıon of the firstborn males of CVCIYV wombrelatiıonshıp wıth GOod who takes AF of them AaN! God (Bx 23:29%30). “leads them u of slavery. Moreover, theır ıden-

tIty AS the firstborn 0)8! 15 also connected wıth the Ihe relatiıonshıp between God an Israel AS that
ıdea that Israel 15 Od’s eır Od’s ınherıitance. between Father AaN! SO CAaImnec Into being through

0d’s inıtlatıve an for Gi0d’s PUrDOSC. hat PUr-Israel AS Gr0d’s ınherıitance and hıs specıal portion DOSC 15 that they 111 SC VE an obey God Ihe1S affırmed In Deuteronomy: important 1ssue of thıs relatıonshıp 15 srael’s obe-
You ATC chıldren of the LORD YOUTF God YOU dience GOod 4A5 Dart of theır belongiıng God
dIC people holy the LORD YOULF God; It 15 (ExX 4-6 Od’s chosen SON 15 entrusted wıth
YOU  J the LORD has chosen u of all the peoples the responsıbilıties of PIODCI A obedi1-earth be hıs people, hıs treasured POSSCS- hım Israel’s obedience and followıng ofS10N. Deut 14:1-2; cf. 32::9) Gi0od’s commandments dIiC Part of theır

In both Exodus an Deuteronomy the fact that respons1bilıty hım (Ex 19:4-6 Obedience 15 the
Israel 15 0d’s ınheritance 15 expressed in maJor element of the between God an

the ther natıons, underscorıng the prerogatıves hıs people ın Deuteronomy. Ihe author of Deuter-
hıch God SranNts Israel A which he promised al1so refers the LIru: obedience God AS

theır forefathers C VEn before the exodus Deut CiIrcumcCIsSI1ON of theır hearts (Deut 10:16); In the
/:7-9  - 9 cf. Ex 19:5-6 words ofPeter Craigıe, thıs metaphor descrıibes the

The author of Deuteronomy further ekpands requırement that they ould show wholehearted
the ıdea of .Od’s affection for Israel ıN hıs call r
them It 15 NOT because of Israel’s rıghteousness but

commıtment 1ın love, ftrom whiıch all other PrOpCI
behavıour stemmed’. 18

because of 0d’s rghteousness an taıthfulness Israel 15 also manıfest Od’s steadfast love
Israel and because of the wıckedness of other those who espond properly God Dy lovıngnNatıons that God called them hım AN! obeyıng hıs COMMAaNAMENTS CEX 20:6;
It 1S NOT because of VOUF rıghteousness YOUFK $ Deut 5:10) Ihe Book of FExodus combines
integrity that YOU AL gomg ın take POSSCS- the ımperatıve of how Israel MUSLT behave wıth
S10N of theır land; ut ON 2GCCONNNT. of the wıcked- the promıse of what Israel ll be the reEST

of the natıons. !” GOod remınds them tollow hısCsSSs of these nat1Oons, the LORD »your GOod 111
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WAdVS, all of hıs commandments, 1n order extend especlally loves those who obey hım How exactly
the experience of hıs redeeming aCt1VIty towards God ftaıthful Israel ın spıte of Its faıthless-
alıens anı strangers . After all, they themselves WEeTITC e€ss anı how he would bring them back obedi-
HC alıens an stranger S (Deut 10:19; 24:19-22; CC AT quest1ons tor further consıderation below.
cf_ Lev desıre 15 that hıs AI wıll
be proclaımed in all the earth (Ex 2:16) In ] Deu-

God SaVS that he Israel be Father of the kıng an! his offspring
model for the other Nat1Ons that they I1AY SC Whiıile the maJor of the exodus establıshed
the and 11ICarl11css of God 1n them Deut .Od’s tatherhood and redemption of Israel AS

4:06-58; C{_ Gen )12:1-5 In Isa1ah LOO .Od’s faıth- natıon, God AS Father also contıinues relate
fulness Israel 15 demonstratıon of N1S redeem - certaın iındıvıduals wıthın the natıon of Israel,

especılally kıng Davıd AaN! hıs offspring ( SamIng plans in sıght of al] the natıions:
Ihe LORD has bared hıs holy AarTIMN before the CYCS /:14; Chr L /AAL3S; 22:40: 28:6; Ds 57:26-27/;
of all the natıOons; anı all the ends of the earth TOV 11-12 TIhe relatıonshıp between God anı
chall SG the salvatıon of OUur God (Isa S2210: the kıng 15 described 4A5 the relatiıonshıp between

Father an SO In Samuel Aul the LORDcf. Isa 19:24-25;
Isaıah recalls that Od’s ıntention in makıng Israel declares wıth reference kıng Davıd’s offspring, “a
hıs chosen SO© W as NOTLT tor the sake of Israel only. ll be hıs father, an he 111 be SO In taıth-

fül love wıll Cr be taken AWAY from hım InIsrael 15 be °*the lıght of the natıons’ (42:6 Ihe Chronicles 10- the ıdea of Samuel 15 1ECCd-role gıven Israel has unıversal ımplıcatıons. pıtulated wıth the dıvıne DPULDOSC for Davıd NIthey do NOT obey ıf they CT corruptly
toward God, they AdIC NOT hıs hıldren (Deut 27 :5- hı1s offspring. Solomon stands alongsıde Davıd 4A5

6) But God 15 st11l theır ather; Israel’s unfaıthful- elected by GO0od (1 Chr ö-10) In DPsalm 89:26-
God 15 AS Father the kıng and hıs descend-

6cs5 CAaNNOT elımınate .Od’s taıthfulness (ef. Deut aNtSs; they C GOod You ATC Father? 1+ 1532:35-42). Psalm 103:9-13 declares,
He 11l NOLT always ACCUSEC 15 hıs love for plausıble that in thıs PaASSAZC Davıd’s desıignatıon AS

Od’s SOM AN! firstborn (2 Sam /:14; cf. Ds 2:6-/7;those wh. fear hım; As  P, tar A the ECAST 15 from O92 Jegıtımıses hım 4S Israel’s representative, d
the WEST, far has he removed COUT transgres- the embodiment of Od’s COVENANT people, who
S10NS trom As tather has Compassıon hıs 15 also called hıs sSon an “Airstborn’ (Ex 4:22)chıldren, the LORD has Compassıon those
who fear hım; for he knows how MLK formed.

When Israel becomes monarchy OUuUrT of the sinful
desıre be Iıke the other natıons, God appoılnts

The 5salm knows the COmpassıon of God whiıich them kıng (1 Sam 8:9) but thıs kıng 15 supposed
15 iıke that of tather an the unwiıllıngness of exerc1ıse dıfferent SOTT of kıngship from that
God remaın forever aNSIV AT hıs people who of the surroundıng natıons. ITheır kıng 15 “ımıted
commıtted S1NS. God 15 STACIOUS AN! COMPpass10N- Dy the character of God AS revealed in hıs law  > 22
ate, sSIow d  ‘> aboundıng in love (Ps 105:8); So when the kıng dısobeys the commandments of
hıch ecalls Exodus 24 :6-7 %0 TIhe psalm depicts God, God rejeCcts hım from hıs role AS kıng (1 Sam

loving an fOrg1ving God whıi takes K of hıs Z - 14) Coppedge aptly writes, °‘From od’s
people hrough allusıon the exodus when perspect1ive kıng ın Israel 15 the representatiıve of

ıc carrıed Israel ıke father (cf. DDeut 1: 3T) In God an NOLT hıs replacement. ”®
of Israel’s transgress1ONs (L Ex 2-3 God Ihe kıng aAN! the people under hım MUSLT tollow

continually cshows hıs steadfast love an rıghteous- the LORD theır God (1 Sam 14-15 AN! be obe-
C6CsSS (Ps 103:6, 175 God’s fatherly Compassıon OTr dıent hım (1 Chr 2821 Ihe kıng 15 i oMEerey“ 1n forg1ıving SINS 15 mentioned, though, 1ın SCHNLT Od’s Jordshıp (1 Chr 2629 an Carl y OUuUrT
connection wıth those wh fear hım OT those whi hıs commands (1 Chr 26:7) Both the kıng and
ATC obedient hım (Ps 50:5: allusions the entire natıon ANC the responsı1bilıty obeyDeut S: Num 1L:4412). TIhe psalm God In thıs regard Chrıs Wright that the
the eNsı0N between Od’s instruction be right- kıng of Israel 15 NOT super-Israelite‘ but model

anı Just the 11C hand anı the other Israelıte” who SECTS the example of whart IT
hand the fact that he 15 commıtted relatıonship be obedient S of God *+ Both the kıng AaN!
wıth hıs people, loves them ıke lovıng father and the whole natıon under hıs domınıon OLV
ıke cCompassıonate mother (cf. Isa He God wıth the iımplıcation that they 111 be \YiS-
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hble model ther natıons’ (E£: Deut 4:6-8).*° ASSUNTI1C that od’s plan wıth the kıng taıled. Why
TIhe STA ıdea aAaPPCAars in Psalm where God has then O€s he promise everlastıng, dynasty extend-

Father-son relatıonshıp wıth the kıng, defeats ıng from Davıd SCCUTEC future of promıse
hıs enem1es, makes hım kıng 1n the world, Israel (2 Sam /:5+16; Chr E3 Ihe language
and thus makes hım WItNess 0d’s of the Old Jestament, especlally ın the Psalms,
John Goldıngay also el Gre form of fulfilment Clearly CADICSSCS 0d’s faıthfulness, love s AIN COV -

of ‚od’s promıise Abraham that 15 expressed in CNANt whıch 111 faıl hus the ıdea of Od’s
Dlessings for Abraham and °all people whi CONTINUOUS work through the royal dynasty and
such blessings AN! 1ın CUTSCS for wh\ would belıt- hıs promıise the patrıarchs, ıN thereby the CO
tle hım (er. Gen 12:1+2).% A 3us; although the cept of the monarchYy, A afirmed.° For example,
applıcatıon of the word sSon the kıng Psalm celebrates the promıse gıven Davıd,
chıft the fOcus from God 4S the Father of al] Israel hıs sonshıp AN! hıs responsıbilıties 45 SON 89:26-

God 4A5 the Father of ONC indıvıdual, the- 5/) Ihe emphasıs ın thıs psalm 15 the eternity
rAFe element of 0d’s fatherhood remaıns, iınsofar of God’s promıse (Ps 597:28-29; 6-3 Ihe psalm
AS the kıng 45 the head and representatiıve explicıtly mMentions .0d’s promıise AS

(Ps 89:3, 54, 39) It menti1ons Od’s steadfast
Israel whıi redeems them aAM wh. takes CALE of hıs
of the people.“ .LAUS  - God remaıns the Father of

love whiıich also COCCUTS 1n Samuel an hıs taıth-
children, because he continues AaVEe fulness (whıch 15 Deuteronomi1c Janguage) the
relatıonshıp wıth the whole of Israel CVCIIN through Davıdıc dynasty. hıs underlınes G0d’s endurıng
theır kıng (Ps 809:53-4 rule through thıs lıne .} In Psalm God afhırms hıs

Although Saul W as the rsSt kıng, God adopts ONgOINS relatiıonshıp wıth the kıng wıth the ımplı-
and marks OUL NOLT hım ut kıng Davıd AS hıs SO© catıon that he wıll AaVUVE domınıon VCLI the natıons
(Z Sam /:14), hıs specıal AaNı! shepherd of Vversces At the SAaIlıc tıme, Psalm pıctures
0d’s people: the destruction of the kıngdom, the exyıle of people

AaN! the enN!| of the Davıdıc lıne:AaVEC gıven help 11C who 15 miıghty; aV
exalted 11C chosen from the people. aV ut YOU aAVe fejected, vVOUu A VE spurned, vVOU
ftound Davıd SCIVaNLT; wıth sacred O1l GV eecn V aNSTV wıth YOUF anoınted i Qa
aV anolınted hım CS 8597:19-20; cf. bzek

SErVant and VE defiled hıs in the ust
You ave renounced the wıth VYOUF

)
G0d IAYy chastıse hıs SON Davıd but he wıll (verses
CAaSt hım off 4S he dıd wıth Saul (Z Sam 14-15; cf. hıs Janguage reflects the experience of exvıle
TOV 1-12) In Psalm the kıng 15 addressed AaN! ICS aftermath. cCann, analysıng the psalm,
AS MY Son aM the LEXT refers .0d’s ‘begetting" polnts OLUTL that It probably reflects °the DrOCCSS of
the kıng. Ihe Jlanguage of begetting” 15 the SaJInlEe re-evaluatıon that led Aall eschatological under-
A 1n the CdsSC of the whole natıon Deut 32:6) standıng of .0d’s reign.. an the expectations
God adopts the kıng AN! eNfers Into famıly rela- of anoınted OLlIC (mess1ah)”.*“ C wıthın the
tionshıp wıth hım that God Cal continuously Old Jestament, DPsalm AaN! Psalm accordıng
work wıth hım AN! through hım wıth the whole Chrıs Wrıight, INAYy ave had mess1anıc VCI-
natıon. Perhaps the emphasıs the sıgnıfıcance f pomting the OLLC 1ıke the SO© of Davıd
the Davıdıic kıngs 45 (G10d’s chosen 11C5 W ds aımed wh. would fulfil the expectations of reignıng ıIn
Ar those cırcles hıch INAaYy AUE questioned the Justice an NOLT only Ver Israel but VCrT the
dynastıc SUCCESSION AS ell AS the legıt1macy of the other natıons.° In thıs WaY God wıll continue
house of Davıd? %$ athan’s oracle that the [Dav- ACGE through hıs SO the kıng (L, Jer Z298:9) old-
dıc kıngdom would endure forever before God (2 1Ngay doubts the eschatologıcal understandıng of
Sam- retaıns ICS relevance tor future SCH Psalm However, outsıde the Psalter he OC€Ss
eratiıons.?? Jeremıuah SaVyS that God ll ralse SC affırmatıons of .Od’s cOommMıtMeENtT the [)Dav-
Davıd rıghteous Branch, Kıng who wıll reign ıdıc lıne in eremı1ah 23:5-6 and Isa1ah 55:3-5 .54
wiısely AaN! do what 15 Just an rıght 1n the and (Jer In ally CaASC, both psalms aın these prophetic23:5-6). hus the Davıdıc dynasty has A partıcular pomnt Ood’s commıtment the [Dav-
sıgnıficance ın od’s relatiıonship wıth hıs people. ıdıc dynasty, Israel an Gr0d’s reignıng 1ın the

In realıty, however, the monarchy faıled world Ihe 1IMpression 15 that God the Father 111
provıde the glor100s future through the descend-accomplısh ıts PUrDOSC. hıs might ead us
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AaNL of Davıd Ihe prophetic wrıtings MaV bring afiırmed ACTOSS the intervenıng centurIıes.
tfurther insıght Into the ıdea of God the Father and ıke Isaıah, Jeremıuah recalls the time when God
hıs redeeming PUrpPOSC. delıvered Israel OUtTt of E@ZYypt, when he cared tor

them (S1 1-6) Jeremuah ımplıes that the appeal tor
God the Father reflects Israel’s tradıtıonGod faıthful Father in renewal and theır hıstory that constantly ıllustrates Od’s

So tar aV SCCI] that the ıdea of God being election an the redemption of Israel OUT of Egypt
the Father of Israel Q f the Davıdıc kıngs 18 (Jer 5S1) Hosea aIsO remembers the exodus: when
VCLY iımportant 1ın the Old Testament. Ihe ıdea God brought Israel OUutTt of Egypt he treated 1T ıke
that God redeems the kıng OC€s 10L ADPCATL Dbut child (1 1) Hosea SS the beautıiful metaphor of
the Janguage of God electing and adopting the “tather’ treatıng hıs “chilg? wıth love I'CPI'CSCIIt
kıng an keeping relatıonshıp wıth hım the relatıonshıp of God an Israel (1 p:3).
15 prescnt. IThrough the kıng AS representatıve of Ihe (OIld Testament refers God the Father
Israel God relates the whole people (Ps An wh: redeemed Israel aN! Israel 4A5 .‚Od’s SON

597) God,; the Father wh redeems sracl contın- wh. dısobeyed theır Father. Ihe dısobedience of
ucs take CT of hıs people Dy appomntıng kıng Israel 15 maJor theme in DeuteronomYy. Moses
who has ead Israel iın obedience hım But ACCUSCS Israel ofhavıng forgotten the fact that God
how 111 God 4A5 Father contıinue ead Israel in 15 aithful AN! for hıs children Deut 2):4-
spıte of theır untfaıthfulness? how 15 he SOIg S He 15 theır Father who created tormed them

remaın commıtted the kıng AN! through the Deut 32:6) which recalls the language of God
kıng? Ihese AT quest1ons that still eed COVUTL Aatten- becomiıng theır Father an Redeemer. Yet theyt10N. behave corruptly that they Call longer be

In the prophetic wrıtiıngs Isa1ah explıicıtly COI11-

the dea of God Oour Father‘ wıth our
called hıs children (Deut 5225) ] ıkewiıse Jeremuah
declares that 1n spıte of the fact that Israel W asS

Redeemer‘ (Isa Karhlıer, 1ın Isa1ah 541 :10: elected and placed the of God, gıventhe prophet mMmentions that Israel has een delıvered ınherıtance an patrımonYy the natıOons,trom Egypt Although there the prophet O€Ss NOLT

explicıtly speak ın of Father-son relatıon-
AN! Calllc call GOod "Father‘; these privileged
commıtted AaN! became taıthless (Jer 3shı1p, he still] SCS the Janguage of begetting AT 19-20 Instead of addressing God the Father who

DOSSESSION of Israel, sayıng, redeemed them OUut of Egypt (ef. Deut S2); they
But 10O0W thus Sa yS the LORD, he wh. created

Canaanıte ıdols
mischievously call objects theır tather aM worshıp

YOU, Jacob, he who tormed YOU, Israel: 1)o
NOT [CAr, for aV redeemed YOU, ave called They Sa y wood, “YOÜ AT father,’ and
YOU DYy NaAMC, yYOU AUC mıne. (Isa 43:1; ct. Deut
32:6) „ You TJaAVC bırth.” They AaVe turned

theır backs aN! NOLT theır Faces: yeL when
In chapter the prophet lısts 0d’s act10ons 1n they ATC 1ın trouble, they 5Sd Y; “Come aAM SAVC us !”
the past hıstory of Israel. Ihe precise eVENTS dAdTIC Where then ATC the gods VOU made tor YOUL-
NOFT specıfied but, AS Watts reCOSNISES, they Call selves? Let them COM they Can S”AdVC yOU when
De :+9th the exodus aM the EVENTS of Sınal.> God YOU ATC ın trouble! For YOU 4AWVC AS Many godsde wıth Israel wıth greatness, Compassıon AaN! AS yYOU ArFE, Judah Why do VOU bring
WIıta loyalty (Isa 63:/) Isa1ah SCS the charges agalnst me” (Jer /7-29)
language of redemption descrıibe that God DYy
hıs love anı pIty redeemed, lıfted and carrıed Israel In sımılar CIn in Malachı God 15 presented AS

Father whe meri1ts honour, obedience aM ONgOoIng(O3:9); that he became theır Savıour anı but O€Ss NOL recel1ve themthat he led them ın the wılderness 64:13-14) He
also ımplıes tatherhood when he calls them 0)8! honours hıs father, anı ETVARIS theır
Od’s chıildren AN! hıs people (63:8, 44 Fınally, Master. 1t then ather. where 15 the
1n Isa1ah sSumMAaArısSES wh. God 15 for Israel: honour due me ir master, where 15

the I‘CSPCCt due me”? (Mal 1:6)he 15 the Father aM Redeemer. Ihe importance
of these words 15 that ıf Isa1ah has In mınd .Od’s Malachı’s narratıve dıscusses Israel’s unfaıthful-
actıon ın TMNOTC than Just the exodus CVCNL, then the cs5 God,; remindıng them that God establishes
ıdea of God eInNg the Father wh. a1soO redeems 15 Israel:
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Have NOT all ONC father? Has NOLT OC G0d S4573 Od’s faıthfulness toward Israel 1ın Isa1ah 15
created S” Why then ATC faıthless ONC demonstratıon of hıs redeeming plans in 1e6W of

all the natıiıons: “Ihe LORD has bared hıs holy A KUE:another, profanıng, the of OUr CS-

tors? (Mal 210 cf. Deut 32:6; Isa 64:8) before the CVCS of all the natıons; AN all the ends
In hıs narratıve Malachı condemns the Israelıtes’ of the earth chall SC the salvatıon of C(JUT God’ (Isa

52:10: c 19:24-25; 51:4-5marrıages wiıth foreign whe do NOL AaVve
Isa1ah also recalls that Od’s PUrDOSC in makıngthe father/creator.®® hıs 15 reakdown of

Israel hıs chosen SO© W as NOL the ınterest of Israelthe mutualıty wıthın the communıty that Inevıta-
bly leads idolatry. Malachı interprets being, faıth- only. Israel 15 be °*the lıght of the natıons’ (Isa
€ess towards ( another ıIn of being faıthless 42:6) Moreover, the ıdea of God gathering others

who UE NOT hıs 15 clearly ın the wrıter’s mınd (IsaGod the Father whı tormed them. Ihe thought 36:1-8; cf. Deut S2217 Mal L Isa1ah alsothat Israel has become unfaıthful G0d 15 also
emphasısed in Hosea (11:Z 1515 Sa yS that God wıli bless other nat1ons (Isa

In spıte of the theme of Israel’s dısobedience In 65:1 Isa1ah reinforces the SAamMıc ıdea when he
Sa yS that God 111 reveal hımself those whthere 15 certaın hope for restoration an Ta ıfe
dıd NOL seek hım call hıs amnıc before. Iheıf people God theır Father. Deuteronomy

brings 4SSUTAaIllCce of Od’s C AF for Israel an of overall CONTLEXT though, that God actıvely
Israel’s triıumph the natıons Den 232:36- offered hımself hıs people Dbut they constantly

disobeyed hım hus theır problems ATC NOL the38) salah, Jeremiah aAM Ezekiel all result of Od’s aılure lısten them but of theırfuture beyond the enN! of Israel’s disobedience an
punıshment. Isa1ah understands the release from rebellion.*} Ihe prophet chows Od’s inıtlatıve ın
the Babylonıan Captıvıty 4S L exodus AN! he callıng hıs people aM hıs CONTINUOUS CONMNCETIN and

expectation for hıs people COMMNMNC back hım
SCS the COIICCPt of God the Redeemer descrıibe wh. 15 the Father (Isa 65:1-8). He concludes thatIt (for example Isa 41 14; 43:14; 24; 48 :20- God 111 be revealed the nat1Oons through hıs21 49: /; 9220 Ihe exıles call uDON God AS

Father in theır PI'CSCIIt dıstress a13 they hope for redeemed people (Isa 18-24 SO EL, that ın
L1CW redemption and the and (Isa Isa1ah .0d’s tatherhood aAMn hıs role 4S Redeemer

AT iımplıcıtly Iınked wıth the hıstory of Israel,63:16 Isa1ah CONVCYS the ıdea that redemption startıng wıth hıs SaVIng them OULT of Egypt AN!has do wıth restorıng the relatıonshıp between
Go0od and Israel (Isa He od’s then OUrTt of Babylon, theır dısobedience AN| Od’s

redeeming actıon in the from exıle wıth persistent callıng repentance . er connected
ıdeas ATC that of the remnNnNaAant AN! of Israel beingthe forg1ıveness of Israel’s SIN AaN! the remOoval lıght other nat1ons, and, finally, .Od’s revelatıonof the effects of 1ts sinfulness (Isa 43:295; 4():1- the natıons through hıs redeemed people.14) On the basıs of God being theır Father (Isa

64:8) hıs people ask God NOT remember theır Whıle in Jeremıuah 3:19 the prophet aments the

S$1INS (Isa 64:9) Ihe Father who created them®” 15 people’s ıdolatry 1ın the of God A CADICSSCS
310d’s dısappointment about hıs chıildren’s unfaıth-takıng (ZEA F of them. They call ubOoNn od’s fulness, he also descr1ıbes Od’s desıre reSTOreand upON the forg1veness of the Father. ıke Jer-

em1ah, Isa1ah pıctures Israel’s LESCLIC from punısh- the people in the iıntımate relatıonshıp wıth hım-

MentT wıth the iımage of tfather’s forgıving love self. hıs relationshıp 15 suggested DYy the tamılıar
image of tather and SO(Isa 6: c£f. Jer John Oswalt pOolNts Out

that 1ın Isa1ah G0d 15 NOL only our Father’ but that thought how would SGT VOUu
hıs HNAIMMC, hıs reputatiıon 15 ınseparably tied hım chıildren, AN! D1VE yYOU pleasant land, the

being Our Redeemer’ from ancıent times. Ihıs 15 MOST beautiful herıtage of all the nations.
the God wh. has ecn known Israel. *0 For thıs thought VOU would call IN My Father, an

would NOT LTrn from followıng[LCaSON God CANNOT afford let hıs SOM I1T'
deemed be held in the bondage of theırz SIN Jeremıuah develops the theme of Od’s FeSTOra-
and unrıghteousness. Isa1ah’s hope tor the future t1on A another gl0r10US exodus In WadYy whiıich 15

sımılar Isa1ah’s 11CW exodus motıf (Isa 355 4():3-restoratiıon of Israel MaYy NOLT be for the whole of
Israel, but ftor the remnant of the rıghteous wıthın d 41:18-20; 42:16 Jeremıuah CXPCCtS the LICW

Israel  „ the SUFVIVOrS of the house of Jacob ll ıN he descrıibes Israel’s restoratıiıon 4S

E of God AS Father that transcends the exXxodusbe saved (Isa 10:20-22: cf. Kgs 19:10-18; Jer
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fror HSAypt in CVCLY WAaY. Ihompson notıices, Ihe Deuteronomi1c language Cn
Jeremuah’s words 2Ra remınısSCeNt of the second dıfferent level Ihe words “Theyv wıll be mıne” anı
Part of Isaıah, ın hıch the retrturn from Captıvıty 1N MY specıal possession‘ ATC NOLTL applıed all Israel
Babylon 15 depireted:! but only the rıghteous part that cCONtINUES

God (CE: Mıc /A41860 Isa 10:20-22; Hos 228TAhev ll DraYy AS bring them back 11l ead
Ihey wıll be hıs specıal pOsSESS10N. Note the lan-them beside 17Ca135 of level path

where they wıll NOLT stumble, because Isra- JUAHC of ınherıtance that 15 applıed the whole
el father, aın Ephraım 15 firstborn SOM (Jer Israel 1in Deut 14:1-2; 52:94) God wıll hıs

promıise those who fear hım AN whi value hıs51:9 cf_ Ex 2-235) name. 4°
Ihe ıdea of Israel AS irstborn SOM and God 4A5 theır
Eather 15 vVC ımportant eg aAN! IT evokes 0d’s

Conclusionsleadıng DE Israel, hıs SO in the time of exXxOdus.
NOw he wıll TEL1ICW wıth Israel °*the SAaInNıc fatherly Ihe ıdea of God the Father 15 developed wıth ref-
love he dısplayed 1ın centurıes past’.* CICHLE h1s redeeming act1vıty in the delıverance

sımılar theme CA  . be ftound 1n Hosea. of Israel from Egypt when he elected and lıfted
Although thıs prophet O€es NOLT explicıtly speak Israel the of SOn (BX 4:22) hus he 15
of God 45 Father, he e speak of Israel AS Od’s the Father aAM Redeemer of Israel in the exodus
chıld who, 1ın spıte of all .Od’s COmPpassı1on, love and durıng, the intervenıng centurıes (Isa 63:16
ıN! a refuses obey God (Hos 11° 1:8 hıs relatiıonshıp 15 sealed Dy the iInto
Hosea contıinues artıculate the mercıfulness of whıch God has entered wıth Israel AS hıs chıldren

the Father of Israel, who redeemed them OUuUt (1EX 19-24 Ihe Father’s redeeming aCt1VItYy 15 a1sSO
of slavery (1 1) aAN! protected them ıIn the wılder- creatıve ın AN! grounded in the fact that he

(9:10; 11:3-4 Hosea especlally claıms that tormed Israel 4S natıon (Isa 64:/-58, Deut 2372 :6-
God 111 TENCW hıs relatıonshıp wıth hıs people. / Mal 2:19) However, 0d’s PDUrDOSC tor Istaclı
He wrıtes that GOod would make hıs OW. people make 1E specıal, holy natıon, AWN hıs SO 15 far-
those wh. WEIC NOL hıs OW. before, reachıng: hıs son Israel 15 be obedient God,

ıll cshow IN love the F called “Not SEL VE hım, be the lıght the natıons an
proclaım hıs Aaillc iın all the earth CEX 2° 16) Godloved OoOne 111 Sa y those called “Not
AS Father an Redeemer 15 understood inpeople‘, “You ATC peOPIE ; and they 111 SA V,

° YOL ATC GOod-/? (Hos 20230 cf. Isa 65:1) of hıs W rıghteousness Deut 32:4) 0d’s SPC-
c1al relatıon Israel AaN! hıs promıse 15 gıven NOLIhe Deuteronomiıc language of specıal rela- because of Israel’s righteousness Dut because of hıstionshıp Israel (‘they 11l be mıne’ and MY SPC- rıghteousness Deut 7)c1al pOSSseESS1ON) FrCaPPCAIs ın Hosea (1: 10 2725

where 1T applıes the Israelıtes wh. ATC scattered God 15 described NOT only 4S the tather of the
around ın the world of rel1g10ns A eing entıire natıon of Israel but also of kıng Davıd anı

hıs offspring. Although the ıdea ofGod 4S Fatherinfiduenced DYy them Hosea condemns the PCO- wh. redeems the kıng O€s NOLT ADPCAL, the lan-ple  S ıdolatry, proclaımıng (G10d’s covenantal love
ZUASC of 0d’s electing aM adopting the kıngfor Israel 2881 summon1ng the people repent-

ATNICEC an GOod (2:6; 18-19 He brings aM keeping relatıonshıp wıth hım aAM
through hım 4S representatıve of Israel wıththe INCSSASC of hope that God wıll the COVC- the whole people 15 retaıned. Ihe ımportant tact 15

AT that W dS broken Dy Israel’s infıdelity. They wıll that God the Father whi redeems Israe! continuesagaln become children of the lıvıng God (L 10)
Eschatological expectations ın Malachı a1soO has ead Israel in obedience hım

take Cailc of hıs people DYy appomting kıng wh\

reflect later prophetic ıdeas: Israel’s history 4S recorded in the Old Testa-
They chall be miıne, SayS the LORD of hosts, MmMent remaılns, however, SOITY lıtany of unfaıth-
specıal POssESS1ON the day when aCT, AN! fulness AaN! rebellion.4°0 When the prophets speak
111 them parents theır chıildren of the taıthfulness of God, they also pomnt
wh. SCITIVC them. hen MCC agaın YOU chall RC the tact that hıs SO Israel 15 OT obedıient hıs
the dıfference between the rghteous AN! the will, Oes NOT lıve in uprightness an righteous-
wiıcked, between OLLC wh. SCLNVES GOod 2081 ONNC C555 before hım, an Oes NOLT SCITVC 4S lıght the
who OCes NOT SCLIVE (Mal 3:1/-18) other natıons. the dısobedience continues, the
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