
EJT 201 2) 7 %. 60—-68

Africa welcomes the unıversal Church.
The Lausanne 111 Congress iın Cape Town

Pıerre Berthoud

UMMARY
IS IMOTE innovatıve. This presentation of the global ibli

The 4200 people present al the Ongress In Cape Town ca|l perspective IC enlightens all of thought,
confirmed that the ausanne represents OMNe lıfe and human actıon IS IMMOre than welcome.
of the MOST dynamic of the Christian Church The first Dart of this article deals ith the highlights
oday. In Cape Town ıt Was possible appreclate the and SOMeE weaknesses of the Congress that Can be COT-
evolution of the ausanne the continulty and idered major landmar' In the history of MISSIONS
development of the VISION, the of reflection and the the beginning of the ZSE century. The second Dart deals
actıons IC need he implemented. The priorities of ith different aspects of the | ausanne Commitment,
evangelising eoples who have nOoTt yel had the O> remarkable document comprising Confession of al
tunıty of hearing the gospe!l and of Derforming works of and Cal actıon ouched In the language of (COVEeT1a71-

Compassiıon WerTre agaln emphasised. The desire cShow ta| I9ve. The significant aspects of this document die DTE-
the implications of the Christian al In the public SYUUaTE sented, analyse and evaluated.

RESUME 110UVeaUu Ce SOUCI de developper UNE DETSDEC-
tive lobale iblique qU! 6claire [OUS les de 1a

| es 4200 particıpants Congres du Cap Ont atteste Dar pensee, de Ia VIEe et de ”action humaines est des plus
leur presence UUC lEe MOUuvemen de ausanne repre- nı

des COUranits les plus dynamiques de ’Eglise La premiere partıe de cet article herche e6]]
chretienne aujourd’hul. | ors de congres } ete VOS- evidence les DOoINtSs forts el quelques faiblesses du Congres
sihle de eEsurer l’evolution du MOUvemen Ia contIi- du Cap qu! peut Stre considere Oment [Nalr-
nulte el e developpement de Ia VISION, 1es domaines de de |’histoire de Ia missiologie 6h du
reflexion el d’action devant Etre MIS L urgence siecle. :a seconde Dartıe de celite Etude s’attarde plus
d’atteindre les populations n’ayant Das NCOTEe ’Occa- longuement SUr I’Engagement de ausanne est
SION d’entendre |’Evangile et ’implication resolue dans document remarquabile Compose d’une Confession de
/’action sOCiale ont EINCOTE Un fOois \  \ MIS Par FO et d’un Appe! O l’action, E (OUT ormule dans E Ian-
cContre le desir de reflechir systematiquement AdUu  >< impli- gApEC de ’amour DPTODTE ’alliance. | es lignes de force
catıons de 1a fO! chretienne dans Ia CIte represente de document Sont présentées,enalysées eTt avaluees.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG nliegen gerückt, unerreichte Bevölkerungsgruppen mit
dem Evangelium erreichen, mit der sich Im sozialen

| ıe 4_.200 Teilnehmer Ongress In apstadt en Wirkungsbereich daraus ergebenden Implikation. HIN
UrC! ihre Anwesenheit bezeugt, dass die | ausanner Oovum hingegen WarTr der Wunsch, systematisch über die
ewegung eıne der dynamischsten Strömungen Auswirkungen des christlichen aubens auf das Ööffent-
der christlichen Kirche der Gegenwart darstellt. MS IC| | eben nachzudenken. Mehr als willkommen ISt die
dem Oongress WarT möglich, eiınen INnDIiIc In die emühung eıne lobale biblische Perspektive, die
Entwicklung der ewegung gewinnen, WIE In die 1IC| In alle Bereiche des Denkens, | ebens und mensch-
kontinuierliche Entfaltung der Visıon SOWIE theore- ıchen Handelns rıntische Reflektion und deren Draktische Umsetzung. |Der Teil des vorliegenden Artikels efasst sich mıit
Ins Zentrum des Augenmerks wurde das dringliche den tärken un auch einigen chwächen des Kongresses,
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der als wichtiger Wegwelser In der Geschichte der Glaubensbekenntnis und eınem Aufruf ZzZu Handeln,
Missiologie Beginn des 7 Jahrhunderts betrachtet abgefasst In der Sprache geschwisterlicher J1e DITZ
werden kann. Der zweite Teil dieser Studie efasst sich bedeutenden VWesenszüge dieses Dokumentes werden
mMit einzelnen spekten der Lausanner Verpflichtung. argelegt, analysiert un bewertet.
| ies ISt eın beachtliches Dokuı ment mit eiInem

My wife and had the privilege of attending the evangelısıng Deoples w AVDE NOLT yeL had theg
Congress ON Evangelısm, Lausanne III held tunıty of hearına the gospel. hıs task includes the
ın October 2010 1ın Cape Town. Daniele Joımned avaılabıility of the Scriptures for these unreached
the translators’ team 1E a4ASs member of the populatıons either In wrıtten translatıon 1ın ral

narratıon. It 15 also call the churches COMN-FEFrench delegatiıon W as invıted be Dart of
Global Thıink Tank ON Government Busıiness tinue and intensify the proclamation of the
Academıia, which brought together SOMIC usı1- xo0od an the planting of NCW cCommunıitlies
> politicians and academıics from all VCcCrT (churches).
the WOT. wıth the PULDOSC f identifying an The works of COMPASSLON, socı1al actıon an the
reflecting the HC trends wıthin the CONTLEM- pursult of Justice, AS ell A FrESPECCL for the dig-
POTaLrY world which Christians eed ddress Nıty of the human PCISON, WEeETITC also strongly
urıng the cComıng decade. emphasised. Ihe right balance between evangeli-

Finding oneself 1ın the mıdst of meeting made Sat1ıon an sOc1a] actıon 15 NOT always CaS V find
u of 47200 people COmMINg from 198 countrıes In 11C of the mornıing Bıble studies, John ıper
WädsS unıque EXPEMHNENCE: (Ihe Chinese delegation emphasısed the central place of the proclamatıon
of 200 members Wds absent SINCE hours before of the Word In artiıculating these ASPCCLTS of
their scheduled departure the Chinese authorities the Chrıistian MInNIStrY. Several speakers addressed
refused allow them leave the COUNLFY; they thıs tODIC, underlining the importance of disciple-
WEIC greatly missed.) shıp and of adopting lıfestyle characterised Dy

We MUST congratulate the organısers wh humaility, integrity an sımplicıty 1ın the
remarkably efhcient ıIn enabling the Congress gospel’ of the prosperı1ty MOVvVveEMeENT 4S ell AS
take place ıIn the est possible condiıtions (trans- the rampant materı1alism of the West
portation, runnıng of the TOSTAMMC, catering Fınally, thırd tOpIC W as DUut forward, primarıly ıIn

the Global Ihınk arı Government-Business-SErVICE, organısatıon of the Varlous for
meetings, information ServICe, ete.) The Organıs- Academıia:! the presentatıon of the Christian faith
Ing team Was made of 1000 people! Ihe qual- global perspectıve which enlightens al ASPCCLTS of

thought, ıfe and human actI1on. For believ-Ity of the servıce Was combination of practical
skills and God-inspired hospitality an (T Quite CIS, It 15 110 longer possıble lımıt evangelical WIT-
refreshing! CsSS5 their indıyıdual Iives. TIhe MI1ss1ON of

The following study has CCn divided INntOo word-wısdom 15 also enlighten public lıfe, Its
Darts the Congress ıtself an the Commiıtment choices, xoals and ethıcs. In the mıdst of increas-
produced by IT Ing secularısation, the rse of Islam and the 11CW

forms of paganısm, how ATC COomMMUNICAte
the Christian perspective and the moral values ITThe Cape Town Congress COMNLVCYVS that IT irrıgates and influences the cul-
tural, polıtical an ECONOMIC spheres? The fact that

1 Three poles Lausannel111 addressed the question of Christian
Having een Prescnt at the 19/4 Congress ıIn an actıon In broken WOT| 1$ both
Lausanne, Was able apprecı1ate the evolution timely an subject for reJOo1CINg. But there 15 stil]
of the Lausanne the CONtINULTY an long WdY an! g00d pitfalls avold,development of the VISION, the of reflection especlally the desıire influence SOCI-
and the actı1ons which eed be implemented. © that 1S pertinent an relevant wıthout sufh
First, three remarks 11 be made: clent biblical grounding tor thought an aCtHON. It

In Cape Town the emphasis Was 1S important remember that Arc in the WOT.
placed the NECESSILY of pursumng the task of but NOT of the WOTr The hope that 1S wıthın us
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forbids uSs confuse the kingdom of God wiıth those of churches liıving under the an gıven
anıYy human, earthly utopla however attractıve IT by Christians confronted wiıth violence an PCI-
might seem! hıs thırd aSPECL 1S ell stated In the secution including martyrdom. Regardiıng the
second part of the Cape l1own Commitment (&f: emphasıs the performing arts (rtheatre;, MUSIC,
I1 Ö1 dedicated the truth of Christ In the miıdst cınema), Can only reJO1CE ın the significant role

they played aTt the Congress. At times though,of the Ppresecnt world). IThe theme of truth 15 ealt
wıth ın relatıon pluralism, employment, the especlally during the times of CeElebratiON, the
media, arts, technologies an the public forum. focus Was INOTC the performance than al

Along wıth thıs encouragıng aWarCcNCSS, eed iInvıtatıon worship and DFraycer. No doubt LNOTC

identify specifically the evıls that MUST reflection creativity AT Its relationshıp the
be addressed? as well 4A5 define rigorously Word 15 needed.
aM study In depth the princıiples which gulde the Ihe Hinal wıth Holy Communıon
believers’ reflection an actıon AN  / they proclaım the WAas, however, highlight of the Congress. Praise,
Lordship of COChrıst VCT all thıngs, hıs thoughts, the proclamatıon of the Word, Praycr an COM“

hıs acCt10ons an hıs VCLY existence. munı0n ıIn Christ WEIC harmoniously balanced In
the m1ıdst of d celebration which compared ell

2) ther themes wiıith those of the temple ın Jerusalem! Modern
Besides the themes mentioned above, the tol- ymns composed by oifted COMPOSCIS such d

lowıing tOpI1CS WEIC treated wıth clarıty, biblical eIt. an 1S Getty OT Frank Houghton WEeEIC

groundings an expertise during the Multiplexes: SUNS Dy the assembly. IThe quality an depth d

pluralısm and globalisatıon, 1CW COomMMuUuUnNICaAtIıOoN ell 45 the simplicıty an the relevance of the clos-
technology, the challenges of bioethics an of the Ing WEeEIC both remarkable and MOVINg.
environment, 1I1DS and human trafficking, the [Iwo of ItSs high DOINtTS WeTC the SINSINS of the
traınıng ofa 11C generation ofleaders an partner- 1cene TeO and the Prayers of Penıitence and

Commitment.®shıps In settıng MI1SSIONS In the church VCLY
large number of Dialogue Sessions WCIC offered

tODICS such AS discıpleship, theological traın- 4) 11Cc of oraVvity
Ing, reedom from the bondage of homosexual- IThe CeNiTE Of gravity Church havıng moved,
Ity (a humane an balanced approach), the impact the emphasıs W as rightly placed the work of
of faıth 1ın the history of architecture (excellent), God ıIn Latın America and the arı  ean, Asıa,
colonialısm an ethnicıty (unilateral an ethno- Afrıca an the Miıddle-FEast Very lıttle attention

W as gıven the Western Or an kuropecentred) an INOTC Ihe highlights of the
morning SESSIONS WCIC the Bıble studies: thorough ın partıcular. However, secularısm, which Hinds
eXpOSIt1ONS Epistle the Ephesı1ans by ead- ItSs ıIn European humanısm, wıthout doubt
Ing eXpOsIitors tollowed by stimulatıng arn edify- reprESCNLTS the maın challenge tor the Church of

Jesus Christ CVCIIN LNOIC than Islam the NCWIng times of sharıng, discussıion an PraycCcr AS the
ta ZSFOUDS turther explored the daily chapters. paganısm because It 15 Prescht In 11C form OL

another ın al] of the world hıs IMaYy explaın
Ome minor critical remarks why lıttle emphasıs Was placed OIM the evangelısa-

Ihe organısers sought NCOUTASC personal COM t1on of the academı1c world (hıgh schools, colleges
and relationships by gathering the partıcıpants and unıversities) an apologetics EXCEPT ın

around 700 tables (6 people pCI table) during the sem1nars) an ItSs role ın the communıticatıon
plenary SESSIONS. hıs W dASs Al excellent inıtlatıve. of the Gospel wiıithıin CONTEMPOFAFrY cultures.
urıng these publıc gatherings an attempt W ds These critical remarks in 110 WdY undermine
made artiıculate WwItNESSES and performances the quality är the A CSS of thıs gather-
(drama and MUSIC 1n particular), but AS CONSC- Ing IC addressed vibrant call the global
JQUECNCC, speakers such AS s Gumness, 1ım Keller Christian COoMMUNItY their commıtment

the mM1ss1ıon that the Lord has entrusted hısand Benjamın Kwaslı only had VCLY lıttle time 10
minutes) deliver theır PapCcIs hat Was body, the Church Now 15 the time for evangelisa-

weakness! Subjects ıke truth, urban M1SSIONS OTr tON, for socı1al actıon, for efhcient ethıcal WIT-
the WwWItNESS Muslims CAaNNOT be treated COM- ın the public SYUaATC, for reconcıllatıon an for
prehensively ın such short tıme Havıng sa1d Christians becomiıing brokers of real in the
that, the testimonNIleEeSs WCEIC vVeLY MOVINg, especlally miıdst broken an wounded human-
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nıtles which belong. It 1$ urgent proclaım divine and human, formulated In personalwıth clarıty an enthusiasm the Word of truth an MOST appropriate relatıonship that
ıfe revealed in the Scriptures, an tully manıfested Incorporates al] of creation. Indeed the trıune God
ın the lıfe, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, has undertaken redeem mankınd In Jesus Christ
OUur Savıour and Lord usher In the renewal of all things and the

ultimate transfiguration of heaven an earth.
The Cape Town Commitment In the secon.d sectıon the Commitment CONCECN-

I[r3afes ON the Uun1queness of the lıving GOod who 15
The Cape Town Commitment has worthy Of praise an glory. In thıs section there 15
confession /declaration of faıth and cCommıtment remarkable DYy John Stott the passıon the

actı1on, both ouched 1n the language f love; Christian 1$ manıftest for the glory of the lıvingIn other words, iın the language of the COVeENanTtT God, ‘burning and passıonate zeal. for the gloryObviously, arc speaking of the of of Jesus Christ? (L2b%?inıtl1ated Dy the Lord himself and ımplyıng The followıng three SECLIONS ATC dedicated the
the Dasıc bıblical motif of creation-fall-redemption OVEe of the Trinity hıich offers comprehensive(one could ad restoration an glorification). TIhe and brilliant synthesis f the trıune, infinıte and
document Was wrıtten by Chriıs Wright an hıs personal God Perhaps the section dealing wıth
team In refreshing style which In WaV hın- the rst PCISON of the Irmity, God the Father, the
ders the richness 4 the quality of ItSs CONTLENT By CPE AIr of al] things, could aVe eecn made INOTC
Mappıng OUuTt 1E horizons of thought an WIT- explicıit (3aan opening renewed perspectives of actıon, As the thırd PCISON of the Trinity, emphasısthe authors of the Cape Town Commitment aQVE 15 rightly placed the ‘power of the Holy Spirit’gıven the worldwiıde Church of Jesus Christ (SIX references In I :5a D, C): though wıthout an Ywondertul tool It 15 worth spending time PFrESCNL- mentıion of wisdom. One of the WdYS avo1d °the
ng of the maJor ASPCCLTS of this unıque OCU- abuses that masquerade under the 1ainc of the

Holy Spirıt” (1:5C) 1S5 LO STrESS both thedan
the wiısdom of the Spirıt.1 The Confession/Declaration of faıth Then an only then, the sıxth SeckionThe first Dart of TIhe Cape Town commıiıtment 15 the love of Word hıs 15 MOST approprI-entitled, ° For the Lord WE Iove: 01 Commıtment of ATE 4S the emphasıs 1s NOW the trıune, livingFaıth. hıs Commitment ofa rCPFESCNLS the God, who has evealed an cCcommunıcated N1S

of the believer and the Church the wısdom ıIn the Categorıies of human language. In
inıtıal an love of God hıs 15 NOT SUrprIS- thıs PaASsSdYil, the Commitment strikes veLYy g00dng consıdering the centrality of love In the New balance between narratıve and conceptual truth,Jestament and the emphasis placed It: but at showing that these forms of CONveyıng truth
the Same time thıs emphasıs 15 somewhat bold an ATC NOT Opposed but complementary (1.6b, C) The

provocatıve considering the uUuSCc and abuse Scriptures ATFeSt abundantly both WaVS of for-of the notion of love ıIn the CONLEMPOFAarV WOTr mulatıng truth
including of the Christian Church. The COI1- The seventh SeCLiION eals wıth an iımportant
CCDL 15 ften watered OWN an sed 4S slogan Or 1SSUE, that of loving od’s WOTr. It discusses the
4S Cans satısfy ne’s  2 desires 0)8 Justify MNe‘s  z OVEe of creation, Nat1Oons, the DOOF and suffering,Weakness, NOT SaVy Ne’'Ss  S sın! hat 15 why In the an of nNne'Ss  2 ne1ighbours. IThe retf paragraphsfırst Seckion the cCommıtment 1S careful specify ATIC crucı1al and relevant wıthin the worldwide COM-that the and love of God AIC intrinsıcally munıitlies 4A5 they deal wıth the stewardship of CTICA-inked obedience an therefore God’s ll t10N (L/A) an ethnic diversity (KZD RegardingThen IT FOCS OM ad SOMC siıgnificant qualifica- °God’? redemptive PUrDOSC of creation ıtself”: the
t10nNs: uCcC love INCans be ike Christ Hımself: question arıses whether creation, including SOCIETY,robust In endurance, veLr gentle ın humaility; oUg 1$ the direct beneficlary of the Lord’s redemptionIn resisting evil,; yver tender In COmpassıon for the OT indirect beneficiary, AS Paul ımplysuffering, COUFaSCOUS In suffering an faiıthful °the creation WaIlts In expectation for the
CVen Unto death * In fact: when OC consıders SO1M1S of God be revealed’ (Rom ö19 1825)the overall pıcture of art of the Commitment, The emphasıs ethnic dıversity 4S oift ofIt 1S an eXpOsIıt1on of the doctrine of love, both GOd’ and the Lord extending hıs blessing 1n
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Jesus Christ al] natıons 15 welcome In shortcomıings and (re)commıt themselves the
WOT. where divis1Ons, r1valry, discriımınatıon and Lord It also arnıs agalnst evıls that ften under-
racısm AF C rampant. While indicating the 1mpor- mıne genulne Chrıstian Wıtness, and denounces

of “preserving ind1genOus cultures an their InJustice both ıIn the Church Al ın soclety that
languages’, the Commiıtment also calls tor critical INars the dignity of and brings about violence,
discernment: all cultures chow NOT only pOSI- suffering, chaos and destruction, dishonouring the
t1ve evidence of the image of God ın human lıves, VerYv and g10rV of Gad? hıs 15 MOST
ut also the negatıve fingerprints of Satan an SIN priate 1ın document that 15 tormulated ın of
(17D55) Thıs, of COUISC, 1S also of western cul- the COvVveENant involving personal beings and COM-

tures! Ihıs emphasıs 0)8! ‘critical discernment for munıtıes a4as they CINET Into relatiıonship wıth the
al] cultures’ 15 of ULMOST iImportance NOL only AS lıving @271: Accountability 15 Al essential aSPCCL of

the relationshıp (Rom 1) hıs approacevangelise and plant churches, but also 45

seck MNg about significant change, DIO- 15 both sobering an eNCOUragıng, AS IT 15 essentia|
IMOTE biblical thıcal values and A renewed SCNSC of Christian sanctification, maturIity and iınvolve-
human dignity ıIn the public hıs 15 where ın the Church and ın sOCIetY. Wıth all that

MMOTC careful study of Word an |aw ın mınd let us 10 W consıder the second part of the
help uUSs develop Christian miınd an lıfestyle Cape Town Commitment.
that offers L1EW an excıting perspectives OUur

2) For the OFr Serve: 'IThe Cape Towncontemporarıes ıIn all the spheres of SOCIETY, dCd-
Call Actiondemics, ECONOMICS, politics and culture, includ-

Ing the Aarts Under the lordshıp of Jesus Christ Ihe call actıon OWS naturally from the fact
that the declaratiıon 15 ouched In the ofWE eed cr form of creatıive thınking al

actıon that 15 deeply rooted ıIn a! draws abun- TIhe believer and the Church ATC invıted
dantly from divine revelatiıon an wısdom. We AIC respond an love by loving and
called adapt an be prophetic. Only then ll obeyıng hım Ihe introduction the second part
WC be relevant an contribute, by the of the SCTS the SC CLE for thıs vibrant call addressed the

worldwıde Chrıistian Church an ItSs INStTItutlONsS:Ford: significant and lastıng change. But let us

CVCI forget, the trıune (öd alone ushers In the Our S1X maJor themes provide frame-
Kingdom of God! work discern the challenges facıng the world

The last three SECLIONS CONCceENLITAaTE ON the love of wıde Church of Christ and OUr priorities for the
the Gospel of God GE the love of the people future?.!%
of God (19) and the love of the MI1IsSsSION f hıs second part 1S al excellent synthesis of
God (1 410 ese of the Commitment SOTINC of the maJor challenges face at the eg1InN-
famılıar ground. IThe CA UNIty, honesty an nıng of the 2r CCENTUFV; IT doesn’t claım be
solidarıty (1Li9a D, C) when heeded, ODCH the WdY exhaustive, 110OT O€Ss 1T deny that priorities might

healthy, MaAature and holy Christian ÜU- differ ın Varlıous of the world, but IT 15 1C

nıty ıfe ın marrıage, the famıiıly anı the Church ertheless comprehensive. Ihe rst part of the
Regardıng the call UnIty, NOT al divisıons ATC Commıitment WAasSs tormulated ıIn ITMNOTC general
caused Dy °barrıers of LaUl,; colour, sOoc1al class, > the second part 15 much INOTC specific ın
ECONOMIC privilege OT political alıgznment’ (1.905) spelling OUuUTt the domaıns that need special atten-
Sometimes they Can also be caused Dy NS  7 faıth- t10nN an involvement. As these challenges call for
fl commıtment truth In Ta of hıs last books Hrm cCommıtment, they should trıgger creative
(often considered 4S hıs testament), vangelıca thinkıng leading personal, COMMUNITY, social
YY Personal ea fOr Unity,® John Stott and cultural involvement, pregnant wiıth meanıng
makes clear dıistiınction between the OTE doc- an relevance. Much stil] needs be done, but
trınes of the evangelical faıth, which AUC NOT NCSO- already international, regional an local consulta-
t1a  © and the adıaphora, those pOolNts of doctrine ONs an conferences ave taken place further
that remaın important but allow for differences of the of the Gospel an ItSs practical implica-
interpretation, understandıng anı practice. the t10Ns both In the Church an In SOCIETY. May these
worldly barriers Ar maJor obstacles unıty but efforts enable the Church of Jesus Christ be the
truth belongs the heart of irue Unıty. ıght and the salt of the earth! In the followiıng

()ver and VCT agaln, the Cape T1own Declaratıon lınes, 11l briefly summarıse the S1X maJor chal
Invıtes Christians and churches conftess their lenges that aVvVve eecn SCT before Christians and
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theır communitIıes. oppressed, for people wıth disabıilities an for
the suffering creation. In the paragraphs dealingA) Bearınga WILENESS the truth ın pluralıstic wıth ethnic conflicts, DPOVEILYV and Oppression, the

globalısed WOr.: Commitment 15 specıfic In identifying eviıls and
In this rSt sect1on, truth 15 spelled OUuUTt in relation thorough ın Its argumentatıon an

the PCISON of nst, the challenge of plu- Intro.A). It denounces the sılence and omplic-
ralısm, the workplace, the globalised media Ity of Christians within of ethnic VIO-
and the Aarts ıIn MI1SSIONS. Emphasıs 15 placed lence an Oppression’ and C for repCNLANCC.
lıving an proclaiming the truth of the Gospel Regarding the acCt1ons that eed be taken
P plan for the whole unıverse ıIn Jesus resolve ethnic conflicts and alleviate DOVEITLY, It
(Christ” welcome appeal °robust apologetics’ would be helpful specify the particular role of
1S made ıIn the challenges stemmiıng the Church ıIn CONTFraSTt that of the TIhe
from ultramodern relativist pluralism, secularısm paragraph the carıng for people wıth disabılities
2 aggressive atheıism. Both the central aASPECLTS an OIl the recognıtion of their place an MI1N1S-
of apologetics arc commended: ‘arguing for an trıes In the body of Christ 15 MOST welcome, A 15
defending biblical truth’ an appropriate, relevant the emphasıs that their impaırment 15 NOT due *FG
and prophetic COoMMUNICAtTION of Od’s counsel. personal SIN, ack of faıth OT unwillingness be

healed’.!*By challenging the secular sacred dıviıde, the
Commitment ENCOUTASCS all believing profession- Ihe call ecological responsibility and EeNVI-
als be involved 1n workplace M1SSIONS. Whole- ronmental advocacy actıon naturally tinds 1TS
ıfe discıpleship an *tentmaker’ minıiıstrıies AIC also place in this sectlon. It 15 crucıal that Christians
highlighted. be iınvolved ın thıs A AS cshow how the

Orıitical discernment 1$ called for 1ın the media Christian worldview lıght ON thiıs Ole
and 1ın the AartSs 4S ell 45 professional expertise and Held of COMNCETN and actı1on, ATY bring informa-
creatiVvIıty. We apprecılate and welcome the 1SS1ON- t1on that 11l contribute preventing ideological
orıented recommendatıons, but IT 15 ımportant manıpulation. hıs paragraph would be COM-
remember that the primary callıng Christian vincing ın Its challenges f IT had INOTEC substance
1S glorı the rıune God and en]OYy hım for- It Ihe 1Ssue of clımate change 15 LMOTC complex
CVEET. 1Io be SUTC, this 15 clearly stated throughout than f imagıned. It 15 therefore iımperatıve
the document, but ATl tımes, when dealıng wiıth take Into consideration all sıdes of the QJUCS-
practical ISSUES, the iImpression 15 conveyed that t10N, especlally when WC dIC In the PTCSCNCC of
MI1SsS1ON 1S the primary inality, tor example by contradictory information 45 make better
engagıng ıIn the AarTtSsS ıIn the public HE appralsa of human industrial responsıbilıty ıIn the
recogniısıng that iın the WOT.| of 1SS10N the arts earth-warming PFOCCSS. In these MmMatters, IT 15 C1U-
ATC an untappe resource’ the primary PUPDOSC of c1ıal strıke the right balance an recCOgNISsE that
the arts 1S honour al glorify the Lord (Ps 45) there AdIC SOTMNNC phenomena that. AdS finıte CreCatures,
In other words, the Ar{ts eed NO other Justifica- CAaNNOL control. TIThe lordshıp of Christ requıres
tion! that exerc1ıse domınıon and stewardship wıth

genumne GAatFec an reSpEeCT for his handıwork We
G) Bauıldıng the of Chriıst ın OM dıvy1ded Cal only wiıth the Commiıtment when It

an broken WOT':| Invıtes us "repent of our part 1ın the destruction,This section begins wıth vVeLY clear an beaufti- Arn pollution of the earth’s [ESOUTCECS an
SUMMAarY of the biblical teaching 1CCOI- imagıne ıfe style that O€Ss AWAV wiıth the Ola

cıllıatiıon an ItSs practical implications. hus the Ur Vy of cCONsumMerısmM’ (1.7% inding ItTSs inspıratıon In
Commitment SdayS “Irue an lastıng reconcıliation the Lord’s 11 an wısdom.
requıres acknowledgement ofPast and present SIN,
ICPDCNTLANCE before God, confession the injJured, C) Livıng the love of ChristLApeople of other
and seeking an reCEIVINS of forgiveness. It also faıths
includes commıtment Dy the Church seeking hıs section of the Commitment 15 of ULMOST
Justice Or reparatiıon. * importance AS It touches OI OC of the IMNOST

The section then proceeds deal wıth the tol seNnsit1ve ASPCCLS of OUTr worldwide cultures: reli-
lowing ASPCCTS of Christ-centred reconcıliation: Q10US pluralısm and ultramodern relatıyısm. It
Christ’s ıIn ethnic conflict, for the DOOTF an Argucs that the love tor ne’s  74 neighbour includes
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people of other faıths. Ihe OVEe of Christ C of these MOVEMECNTS ın the declaratıon 1S strongly
ftor Christians suffer and sometimes endure Christo-centric. hıs unfortunately 15 NOLT always
martyrdom; love embodıies and commends the the Casce No doubt, syncretism 1S threat found
gospel of a  \ the diversity of discıple- all Christians, including In the Western
sh1p, reaches OUuUTt scattered people an works for world, but wiıthin worldwiıde culture where plu-
rel1g10Us tTeedom for all Ihe declaratıon strikes raliısm and relatıvism AL rampant OC would aVve

g00d balance between the imperatıve 11- lıked find carefully worded warnıng regarding
gelise and the rejection of forced CONVers10ONs, the the genulne dangers of the Insider’s Movement!
upholding of truth and the respeCL of the freedom
of the unbeliever, assertion of the UnN1quenNeSSs of d) Discerning the 4II of Christ for WOr.

evangelısatıonCOChrist an engagıng ıIn debate Ihe loving COMN-
for displaced people 1S IN OST appropriate COMN- hıs sect10n’s fOCcus 1S ON the maJor theme of al]

sıdering the leve] of migration in the world today. three Lausanne conferences. Evangelısm 15 the
Nevertheless INMECNTS flow from the read- GEIITE of the fully integrated of OUur M1SS1ON,
Ing of thıs sect1On: inasmuch AS the gospel itself is the SOUTCC, CONTENT

While disapproving of unworthy an COercCIve an authority of all bıblıcally valıd M1sSsS1ON
proselytising, It 15 worthwhile OTE that both Emphasıs 1S placed meeting the challenge of
Jesus and Paul UuLSC the non-believer respond sharıng the gospel wıth unreached an unengage
posıtively the Gospel. Thus, ftor example, In the peoples; ON CommunıIcatıng It ral cultures
parable of the banquet, the MmMaster of the which torm the maJorıty of the WOTr population;
house te hıs °Go urt the roads and (J)I1 discıpleshıp traınıng AS ralse 11CW SCHNCIA-
COUNLFY lanes an make them COMLE IN, that t1on of Christ-centred eaders wıithin the Church:
house l be full? (L& 2314 NIV) In fact. the ON the strateg1c importance of developing urban
eXpression “make them COME ın ‘compel, mi1ssions'> 4S reach the OUNg, the migrant
1Ns1ıst’. It 1S d IMaTttier f UrSCcCHNCY an question of populations, the culture shapers an the "DOOT-
ıfe and death! EST of the poor’; ON evangelısm, g-

In the PrEeSCHLT cultural an rel1g10us clımate the Ing chılaren and VOUN£S people become agCNLTS
word ‘dialogue’ 1S somewhat ambıiguous SINCE IT of M1SSION, providing LESOUTCCS that really
usually implies the equality of a]] religi1ons that MCO their needs and protecting them from all
the unıque and exclusıve character of the Gospel forms of abuse. TIhe precısiıon of the Commiutment
tends be toned OWN it 1S TBeC; though, that thıs question makes IT CVCIMNN TMOTC powertful an
the Commitment OC€Ss qualify “dialogue’ d relevant. It ment1ons ‘violence, exploitation, slav-
Ing ıIn debate CI V, trafhicking, prostitution, gender and ethnıc

hıle IT 1S imperatıve, by the of God, discrimination, commercı1al targeting an wilfuüul
PDCISCVCIC 1ın aithful obedience and love In the neglect’ 1IVSC) One Can also mention the HC
mıdst of persecution an possıble martyrdom, the gender ideology that Argucs that sexual dıfferences
believer 1S also invıted call God manı- ATIC essentially culturally condıtioned. hıs theory
fest his Justice 1ın due time Because of who God 1S, has devastating CONSCYUCHNCC: for the education of
the believer 1S SUTC that he lıves iın moral unıverse children

Furthermore, suffering has virtue In vibrant call “Dray wıth UNItY, fOCUS, persist-
itself. i+ bears frunt only when IT leads healthy CHEC an biblıcally informed clarıty” ends thıs SC -
reflection and reconsıderation of od’s wısdom t10N It remınds us MOST appropriately that aATC
an actıon. partakers of the integral MmM1ss10nN. It 15 God

God 1S sovereıgn AdS he reaches OUuUT for lost hımself wh; sends labourers, who transforms the
human beings, created In hıs OW. image. He 15 heart OSst with the truth of the Gospel, wh;
totally free 4S he AS he pleases 1n the cultures manıfests hıs S1IOrYy in Jesus Christ Dy the W
of thiıs WOT. Ihe call for rESPCCL for the diver- an wısdom of the Spirıt, an who inıtlates the
SItYy of discipleship 1S both thought-provoking and growth of hıs kingdom.
valuable, though IT would be useful artiıculate
IT carefully wıth UunIıty grounde ıIn truth Whart e) Callıng the Church of Chriıst back umılıty,
1$ LNOTC SUurprisıng 1S the Commitment’s F3 inNtegrıty and sımplicıty
C111 approval of the “Insıder)’s Movements’ found hıs call “hback humility, integrity an sSiımplic-
In everal rel1g10ns. Further, the description o1ven lty’l4 had signıfıcant impact 0)8! the
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In Cape JTown, doubt because It touches ON male an female miıinıiıstrıies In the lıght of Scripture,
SOMNNC of the Causcs of the worldwide CT1SIS WC NOT only in the famıly, but also ıIn the Church
Z01INg through, but especlally because IT challenges Such renewed understandıng and practice would
the Chrıistian embody lıfestyle that 15 In line contribute enrich the ıfe and the edification of
wıth 11s commıtment Jesus YısSt The SCC - the Church an enhance ItSs WwItNeEeSss AS IT seeks
t10N Invıtes the Church alk In distinctiveness, speak prophetically the CONTCEMPOFAFrY SCHCIA-
4S 0d’s DNDCW humanity. Love AS Opposed the t10N As the miıssional emphasis of thoroughlyidolatry of disordered sexXxualıty, humilıty d the iblıcal, theological education, thıs 15 crucıa] the
O1VINS of the idolatry ofW  > integrity 4S the orowth, the PEISCVCIANCC, relevance and maturıtyrejection of the idolatry of UCCECSsS an simplicity of the Church.
4A5 the relinquishment of the idolatry of gree A, In the conclusıon of the second Dart, thecharacteristic of the I1ICW Christ-like humanıty, ItSs
ftundamental COMPONCNEIS. These paragraphs 2A1 C

Commitment re-emphasises LW  C of the maJor
themes: radıcal, obedient discipleship and radıcal,sobering, but also Incentive an ENCOUFASC- cross-centred reconcıliation. Both discıpleshıp an

USCcC Nes  z creative an inspıred imagına-
t10n that OUur lives might glorıfy God an be the love for OMNC another belong the heart of the

surprisıng and challenging WItNESS ın the miıdst iıtfe AF minıstry of the FG CHhurCch of CHrist.
of the present generatıon. I1 wo maJor 1SSUES AaICc
addressed comprehensively 4S ell AS wıth clar- Conclusion
LtY, sENSItIVILY an COUTASC; the practice of disor- During the closing of Lausanne 831 ıIndered sexualıty an the teaching of the “"prosperı1ty Cape JTown, Lindsay Brown SaVC the final ddressgospel” In which he presented °the fourfold VISION an
f) Partnering ın the body of71  07 unıty ın hope of the Congress. Hıs four pOolnts constitute

1SS102 appropriate conclusıion the above
t1on aMThıs theme Was already strongly emphasised In the

Manıla Manıiıfesto !> In faCt. the second ‘ Fırst, for MnNgINS re-afhrmation of the
"gaVve birth INOTC than 300 strateg1c partner- un1queness of Christ an the truth of the
sh1ps 1ın world evangelisatıon”,*®© It 15 NOLT SUT- bıblical gospel, an crystal clear STAFCMECHATT
prising ind IT agaln ıIn the final secti1on of the the MmMI1ss1ıoN of the Church all rooted ın
Commıitment AS 1T 15 strongly related the credible Scripture.
and effective 1SS1ON of the Church. I CENITES Secondly, identify key 1SSUES which the Church
the unıty of the Church, the partnershıp In global needs address In the comıng decade
MI1SS1ON, the partnership of INCN an„an IThırdly, facıliıtate INalıYy frutful frıendshipsthe need Q1Vve missional Orlıentatıon theo- an partnerships.logical educatıion. In the paragraph dealıng wıth Fourthly, for NCW inıtlatıves In MI1SSIONS
the partnership of NCN anD apprecılate an In the publıc domain !
the emphasıs the equality of all ıuman C1ICA-

before God, the priesthood of al] believ- Both the Congress and the Commiıtment COAr
eloquent WItENESS the inıtıal realısatıon of thısCIS an the distribution of the oifts of the Spirıt

all TIhe Commitment reCOgNISES the different VISION an hope, and the fact that IT 15 already
VIEWS ON the miıinıstrıes of OMICN In the Church bearıng frut THeyv aVe opened IL1ICW VEC1L1UCS of

thought an MINIStTY. Both AIC stımulatıng,and recommends mutual rEeSPECLT, further in-depth Ing and promısıng! May the evangelıcal Church ofstudy of Scripture ON thiıs ımportant question, an
FrCePCNTLANCE when the “manıfest work of the Holy Jesus Christ eCcelIve them wiıth thankful hearts an
Spirit ıIn AIl y sister CT brother” has een quenched. welcome their challenges and thus contribute

the furthering of the trıune God’s glory an king-The wording of thıs paragraph has EGn carefully
chosen and a1ms Aat argumng ıIn favour of both UunIıty dom In the COMNC

and diversity ıIn the Dpattern of minıstry that truly
°reflects the servanthood of Jesus COChrıist? ıthın Dierre Berthoud 1s emerıtus professor of Old

JTestament and chaiır afcultural enviıronment which systematically advo- (Aıx-en-Provence)
unıformity an the interchangeabiılıty of FEBEL, the Fellowship of European Evangelica

roles, IT 15 crucı1a|l study the complementarıty of Theologians.
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Notes ll transform the creation broken by SIN and evıl
In the TIhınk Tank the followiıng tOpICS WEIC ackled Nto LI1CW creation ın 1€. there 15 IMNOTC SIN

curse) (4. 10 ntro) We asıcally but theand discussed: Secularısm and the New Atheısm;:
olıcy and the 11CW technologies: how the Chrıistian eXpression °to transform.. Nto NCW creation’ 15
alt SNOU inform OUur9 Creation, An somewhat ambıgu0us. Ihe Scriptures speak of the

Prescnt creation heaven and carth passıng AWaAVand Health Carc; 19 and Salt in the CUurrenTt WOT. and of God creating 1NCW heavens and NCW earthof business; Corruption I1 the public SQOUaATC;, TIhe
spread of Islam: Christian leadershıp in Muslım/ It WOU SCCI appropriate LO speak of the

transfiguration of creation (cf. Cor 15 ct secondChristian COARATEXL, C part of thıs artıicle.TIhe paragraph entitled “IThe world 1C WC do NOT
1$ VeCEIY short (cE Ihe Cape OWN Commiıutment John Stott, Evangelıca truth personal plea
B fOr uNnitY, Integrıty and faıthfulness (LEeij1cester: L

CX the brochure, Closing Ceremony. musıcal In all these ten sect10ons calls confession, rCPCNL-setting of the Kenyan SEerVICE of Holy Communıi0n, and (re)commıtment ell warnıngs ndfor the words of the different of the TgY. denuncılations AIC prescnt In OC form another.The ole sServıice Was compelling Invıtatıon Maost of the INJUStICES that AIC denounced ATIC for-
Pravycr, praise and worship of the Irıune God mulated ın general 5 appropriate for thıs LypcCIt brought about, iın the mıdst of thıs gather- of document. pecıfic description of the
Ing, deep SCI1ISC maJesty nd Of com- evıls that AL questioned WOL strengthen the Argu-MUNI1ON, of belonging the body of COChrıist
The Cape Town Commıitment, Ihe Lausanne

For example In section / the ast paragraph,
“Ihe WOT. don’t love’, contaıns r1e descripMovement, art 1  Q tıon of “the WOT'! of human and satanıc rebellion

par from John Stott, the Commitment QqUOLCS agaınst God’ Only “sınful desire, gree and human
from the Lausanne Covenant twice) the Manıla pride AdIC specified. One would have expectedManıfesto ONCe) nd the Micah Declaration 0)8| HOLE comprehensive description of the worl
ntegra Mıssıon Once) Thıs 15 evidence that don’t love (In the other hand the Commitment
thıs declaratıon 15 uildıng OIl the preceding ()I1 number of OCCASIONS Namecs pecific eviıls and
Lausanne STALCEMCNEIS; careful COmMparıson of the INJUStICES, cf. OUTr ım ON the second Dart,
three documents chows UNIty, diversity nd evel- al] Actıon).
OPMECNEL. 10 Part Introduction.

] I 1TIn the Old lestament God the Father speaks of the
redemption of Israel natıon, but 1ın OIl DaS- 1419
SC the emphasıs 15 the creatıve aCt1vIty of God 13 alfof the WOT'|! populatıon 10 lives ın cıtles.
Deut O20 Isa 64 :8 nd Mal 2:10) creatıve ready mentioned In the first part of thıs artıcle.
aCt1VIty 15 OT iımıted creation; redemption 1$ Iso 15 The Manıla Manıfesto, the Lausanne Movemeent
conceived creatıve - 7
Further clarıfication of thıs 1SSUE 15 needed, aTt least Cape lown Commıitment, TCATINDIE

17ın the ftormulatıon of how creation nd SOCIELY ATC Lindsay Brown, “We have Gospel Proclaim)’:
included In redemptive PUTrDOSC. T’hıs 15 also Cape OWN 2010, AT www. Lausanne.org/conversa-

ın the Ast section where OMNC reads: °God t10nN.
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