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claım that thıs the best of all possible worlds Vol- God and Being: Enquırytaıre regarde evidently falsıhed Dy the Lisbon earth-
quake Ihe posstbility of environmental catastrophe In George Pattison

Oxford (OQxford University Press, 201 I 25()nuclear (r accıdent sımılar magnıtude of
S  enge Grudem’s claım. hb; ISBN 978-0-199-58868-8

Elsewhere, It 15 the 1SSUEe of reedom which SUMMARY
Grudem maJors (91=93) Polıitical NOVCS of 1C he George Pattıson’s CG0d and Being IS attempt ralseATIC described punıshing vıl and rewarding NDNEewW the question of the meanıng of Being' In 1g! of thegx0o0d 274-275) and endorsed the collective dec1-
S10NS mMaJorıty ofa natıon expressed hrough theır recent critiques ı1recte: towards the standard descriptions
lected representatives (3435, 595) OSse of 3C he of ontology which have SONE before within the Christian

theological tradition. The book IS ivided Into [WO partsdisapproves ATIC measured In of loss of trTeedom three primary chapters setting the terms of the discussion267/-268, 285-2806). He VIEWS polıtica questions TOO
much hrough the American natıonal cCommıtment and offering form of conclusion, hetween IC| are

sandwiched four chapters exploring the Varlous dimen-ıfe, lıberty and the pursult of happiness’ rather than the SIONS of the roblem Dose Dy the question of the meaning1DI1Ca commıtment OVe ONe’s neighbour.
Thirdly, Grudem does NOT deploy consıstent of Being In the contemporary intellectual| milieu. Pattison

hermeneutic. Hıs defence agalnst eft-wing and acıfıst emphasises the soteriological trajectory of Being, IC
allows him introduce the subjective element of YQUES-readıngs of the 1S that the 1C2 OVEe command tions of ontology. However, his engenders discussion COlN-applhıes interpersonal relatiıonships whiılst OVEINMECN-

tal authority bears the sword and Nnas mandate Y cerning the distance hbetween the subjective self and the
OUuTtT wrath ON wrongdoers (42, 7989 189191 presencing of eing within the finite sphere. The central

chapters explore ISSUES of temporality, spacliality, language,Dıfferent princıples apply indivıduals nd OVECIN- relations others, SEITNOO| and embodiment the ılTer-However, when he wıshes denounce the UuSsS«c
Of taxatıon redistrıibute wealth he CqUaAaLTES taxatıon by ent ‘dimensions’ hrough IC| the subjective relationship
gOVErNMECNL wıth stealing Dy an indıividual (281 Being MIg he examined. In the concluding ection,

Pattison offers aCCounts of possibility, nothingness and lan-Finally, ın thıs book Grudem rarely CNSAYZCS with of the gift rullu cConcepts introduce ubjunc-other biblical COMMENTLATOFrS ON the VCISCS and themes
whiıich he discusses, other than hıs OpPONCNEIS ON the tıve MOOd Into theological language concerning God and

eing.other sıde of the American polıtica IThe
Church Fathers had far adıcal things 5Sd V about ZUSAMMENFASSUNG
DOVEITYV an ECONOMICS than AaNnY CONLCMPOTFAFYV Ameri- George Pattısons God and Being |Gott und eın| stellt eınen
an democrats. Versuch dar, ‚aufs CU««e die rrage nach der Bedeutung VOI

Grudem’s book ıdentihes for kuropean Chrıs- Serın ım Licht UTrZzZlic erschienener Kritiken aufzuwer-
tans the selective readıngs from the upON which ten, die Standardbeschreibungen VOonNn OntologieRepublican Christians In America rely In SUuppOrt of theır vergangener christlicher theologischer Tradition gerichtetpOs1it10ns. However, Grudem has NOT allOwe: the d sind [ )as Werk teılt sich In WE Bereiche auf drel Fin-
cal perspective the priorities of relationships, Jove, gangskapitel, welche die Linie der Diskussion vorgeben,Justice nd result ıIn adıcal critique of the und ıne Schlussfolgerung; dazwischen erortern Jer
values of hıs culture nd result has merely oun Kapitel die unterschiedlichen Dimensionen des Problems,
SUppOrtL In the for pOSIt1ONSs he had already decıded das sich UrC! die Frage nach der Bedeutung VOI Serin

adop Polıtıics accordıng LO the worthy of the Im gegenwärtigen intellektuellen Umftfeld ergibt. Pattıson
WOU be considerably longer and 11OTrC nuanced hetont die soteriologische Ausrichtung VOTN)N Seın, Was ihm

than the 619 which Grudem’s book [UNS ermöglicht, das subjektive Ooment der Fragestellung nach
Davıd MecIlLroy Ontologie einzuführen. 1es jedoch stiftet ıne Debatte

ndon, England über die UDıstanz zwischen dem subjektiven Selbst und
der Nahbarkeit VOIT1 Sein innerhalb des endlichen Bereichs.
| ıe zentralen Kapite! befassen sich mit Themen WIE eıt-
lichkeit, Räumlichkeit, Sprache, Beziehungen anderen,
Selbst und Körperlichkeit als unterschiedliche ‚Dimensi-
onen’, UrC| welche die Dersönliche Beziehung Zzu Serin
erforscht werden kann. Im abschließenden Teil berichtet
Pattıson über Möglichkeit, Nichtigkeit und die Sprache des
Geschenkes als fruchtbare Konzepte miıt dem Ziel, Ine

che über (iott und Sern chaffen
subjektive Atmosphäre innerhalb der theologischen Spra-
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ans celt VUVTaAsC intitule JeUu el l’Etre, George Pattiıson the dSCcC that Pattıson 15 go1ing Sımply invert the CrM1-
< DOSC de manılıere nouvelle Ia question du sens de |’Etre » t1ques of “onto-theology’ wıth sımple restatemen f

tenant Compte des critiques recentes des formulations form of “onto-theology’; instead, he claıms that °ONnto-
ontologiques classiques de I9 tradition theologique chre- heology 1$ NOT I be efeated, but traıt of
tienne Le livre COMDOSE de deux partıes. Irois chapitres hınkıng from which need.. “step back”
DIINCIPaUX presentent les termes de la discussion el ffrent OMINC nNto free and thoughtful relationship It
UNe forme de conclusion. Entre CEeUX-CI viennent s’Inse- (9%) Consequently, this INquisıtive trajectory 15 reflected
rer quatre autres cChapitres qU! explorent les divers in the STIrucfiure of the work 1C offers three primarydu probleme DOse DaT 1a question du Ser115 de |  IA  etre dans chapters (the first, second nd seventh) between which
lE mMilieu intellectuel contemporaın. Pattıson Insiıste SUr Ia dIC sandwiche. further four chapters IC AD NOTC
trajectoire soteriologique de ’Etre, quI |u permet d’in- lıke “dimensions”, 1 different aAaSPCCTS modes of one
troduilre element subjectif dans le traıtement des YUES- an the Samıc basıc phenomenon, the distancing of self
t10Ns ontologiques. Cela mene cependant UNE reflexion nd eing (15) Thus, the problems raısed In the hırst
SUT I9 distance qU! separe E MO!N subjecti et Ia manifes- and second chapter arc explore hrough the VarıoOus
tatıon de Ia presence de |’Etre dans Ia sphere du monde “dimensions’ of the following chapters before the final,INı | es chapitres cCentraux abordent les questions de Ia substantive final chapter In E Pattıson ties
temporalite, de Ia spatialite, du langage, des relations VEC together Nn of the pertinent 1SSUES before makıngautrul, du rapport SOI el de Ia corporalite autant number of tentatıve suggest10ns.de perspectives SOUS lesquelles peut considerer Ia rela- The Hirst chapter, therefore, OPCNS wıth SYNODpSIS of
tion subjective Q |’Etre ans Ia derniere section, Pattıson the problems facıng the theologian attempting [O talk
TODOSEC de rendre les Concepits de possibilite et de neant, about Being. Pattıson GUuU  11CCS8 wıth T1eE xplica-
et E langage du don, des IMOYENS fructueux d’in- t1on of the ımportant soteriological trajectory 1C
troduire un modalite subjonctive dans le langage theolo- eıng take wıthin theologıica discussion. It 15 NOT
Ique SUur Jeu el |’Ftre. sımply the AdsSc that the language of Being 1S utıilısed

TOM sımply speculatıve point of interest but  ‘> °even
this MOST abstract formulation | God Being-Itself |"Do 1ın OUur tiıme have a1lls the question of CAÄDICSSCS d VeTY recognısable human and rel1g10us inter-hat really I11Call Dy the word ‘being’”? Not at all So est (1L/) $ GoOod 15 truly be God then he NUST beIt 15 fıtting that should ralse the question of capable of SaVIng wıthın the realıty In S WC findthe meanıng of eing ıth these words, Heıdegger ourselves, 1C 15 already make ontological e-opened his ground-breaking work, EINA and Iime, mMentTt Ihe remaıinder of the chapter explores thiıs soter1-heralding in all epOC 1ın i Vers1ions of ontology ologica path hrough ancıent (Augustine and quinasbecame “weakened’ (to USCc Vattımo’s nomenclature) nd modern ( Tillich) writers, before accentuatıng the

10 longer predicated UDON the apparently unwieldy primary *mo0od’ of Christian approaches Beingoverly-robust ACCOUNTS of Beingd had been argely instances of °Christian Arıstoteleanism)” In yhıch the
accepted wıthın the CanNnONSs of philosophical hought ın perfect CONJunction between-‘essence) and ‘existence) Inthe West Cruclally, for Christian heology at anı y rate, the divine allows the foundation for WOT. ın which
such critique of the CONCCDL of Being does NOT sımply Being becomes knowable hrough the tensiONs inherent
meander around the peripheries of intellectual discus- between Ainıte exIistents and their However,S10N. Instead, It strıkes right at the heart of tradıtion Pattıson n such an ur of Being unsatısfactorilywhich has NOT been ubdued In Itfs ACCCPLANCE Of varıous abstract, preferring aln approac INOIC modestly sıtuated

la mode ontological accommodatıngz ADD: wıthın the realm of finıtude, relying ON the "presencing’ratuses In the explication relationship between the of Being wıthıin the conditions of space-time.divine an the uniıverse he created (h0omo0ust0s, hHerichore- Thıs immediately €e€a! hım the second chapter,SS hypostasıs Name but few) In thıs I1  „ George entitled “Presence and Dıstance’, ıIn e Pattıson,Pattison’s book God an Being 15 hıs OWN attcempt undoubtedly influenced OMNGE agaln by Heıidegger, faces
"raise 11CW the question of the meanıng of Being’ In u the inevıtable eriticısm of AaNVY JUNT of NnNeTtA-
ıght of the FeECENT crıt1ques dırected owards the stand- physics IC OpCratec OuT of the CONCCDLEard descriptions of ontology 3C have O: before of TIhe introduction of language of "pres-wıthin the Christian theological tradıtion. nce  S necessarıly entaıls discussıon of exactly what eingHowever, nd ıIn ıght of the serlo0usness wıth 1C INnto NCC °to  z As Pattıson ir “We AIC
Pattison approaches thıs CONLEMPOTFAF Y critique of seeking Cları the possıbility of NCC BeingBeing, the book 15 ENQULVY “hbecause It 15 first that might proviıde foothold for analogıcal knowl-
and foremost all attempt UrSuCc question and edge of the SaVIng VISION of God? (56) Despite the
f It doesn’t 1sSsue In clear-cut result ‚VM roceed ın carefully selected wording of thı: QUOTC, the notion of

definite nd unıform direction | Pattison | opes that the human ubject whom eing becomes PresSCHL 15
the CONSLANCY wıth 1C the guldıng question 1$ kept slowly eing brought under the radar. As the title the
In 16 W will 1VE It sufhcient CONSIStENCY. (45) i 15 NOT chapter CSLIS, Pattıson takes post-modern critiques

BIRE2ZUGT



Book KEVIEWS

of PICSCIICC ser10usly enough realıse the impossıbility Dieu, ’ Homme Ia Nature L’ecologte, nouvel
of sımple presencıng of Being. Thereiore, by opıum du peupleof discussions of egel, Sartre: Heidegger nd erke- Samuele Furfarigaard, Pattıson Aarrıves at the enNn: of the chapter fully

*“dıstance separatıng the subjective sCc  TOM Parıs Bourın Echiteur. 2010; 3007/ €22,
ISB 078 -7-820941-153-7eing but hopeful of SOTMNC approac Ina °thıs d1Ss-

Tance M1g indicate certaın relatiıon ell certaın RESUME
separatiıon’ (} 02) ans cet OUVTasEC, Samuele Furfari PTODOSEC d’evaluerTIhe remaınder of the book involves the exploratiıon le discours ecologique chretien contemporain. En S'aHa:-of VarıoOus dımensions which explicate thıs subjective sujet crucial, monTtre premlierement Ia collu-diıstance from but eIng Pattıson explores SION entre le discours de Ia defense environnementale, les
the NnOtIONs of temporalıty, spaclalıty, language, relatiıons enjJeuX ECONOMIqUES de I9 lutte contre e rechauffement

others, SCEITNOO nd embodiment the different climatique, et Ia politisation de celut-ci. ans partie“dımensions’ throughi the subjective relatiıonship scientifique, Furfari demontre, VEC UuNe expertise hbien
Being m1g be explored. Following these chapters, etablie, UUC lE rechauffement climatique anthropogeniquehe MNSSs everything together in the final chapter ın (Cause Dar l’activite umaıne est Uune theorie Dartiale refle-

which he tentatively SUSSCSLS the ıdeas of “possıbilıty”, tant plus Un  D position politique JuUueE scientifique. L Oouvrage
“nothingness’ nd the language of ‘glfl’ rultful AVC - nresente cependant certaınes faiblesses, notamment dans
11UCS for future theologica diıscussıion of the CONCCDL of SON}MN analyse theologique et dans SO  —_ assocılatıon Eexclusive
eing In lıne wıth the PrevIOUSs discuss1on, therefore, du moOouvement environnemental UTE philosophie de
Pattıson ends wıth Al injJunction the theologian type New Age constitue malgre [OUT important
embrace the Optatıve subjunctive modes of doing evangelique contemporaın SUT le sujJet.
heology 110 tting the task of the theologian. ZUSAMMENFASSUNG
NIV SO Al IT oth the speaker’s AW|! al the In diesem Werk macht sich Samuele Furfari daran,possibility of 1655 and the freedom of the l1s- die gegenwartige christliche Debatte über ökologischetener ın relatıon what 15 eing sa1d__? (SZE Themen bewerten. Fr nımmt dieses entscheidende

Ihe book 1S, unsurprisingly, LO de force ofmodern Thema In Angriff und stellt ] zuerst eın /usammen-
and ancıent thinkers. Ihe ept of scholarshıp nd the spiel fest zwischen der Debatte die Verteidigung VOI
Cları wiıtha Pattıson 1NIO1Ids the pomnts of 1MpoOTr- Umweltinteressen, den WI  chaftlichen Gegebenheiten
tance AA hıghly commendable Where the book might Im amp die Klimaerwärmung und der Politisie-
have been Improved 15 In greater number rung letzterer. Im wissenschaftlichen Teil zeigt Furfari mıiıt
of theologica XUS; whıiılst the philosophical discussion exaktem Fachwissen auf, dass die VOo Menschen erzeugte
W as NCCCSSAL V nd helpful;, the over-rehance (J)I1 the Klimaerwärmung z/u Teil Ine Theorie darstellt, die eher
philosophical tradıtion hints aTt sSupposıiıtion that the Ine politische als Iıne wissenschaftliche Posıtion wider-
CONLCEMPOFAarY CIMtquUeES of Being render much of what spiegelt. Jedoch sind dem Werk gewisse Schwächen
the theological WOT'| has had er ON the tOpI1C Nnu zuelgen, besonders he!i seIıner theologischen Analyse und

indem die Umweltbewegung ausschließlich mit eiınerand vold. However, given the Lutheran influences
egel, Heıidegger aM Kierkegaard, the ımportant place New Age Philosophie assozıliert. Dennoch bleibt das Buch

eın bedeutender Beitrag 7Ur gegenwärtigen evangelikalenof apophasıs ın the work, and the TECeEN: theologica Diskussion ber das Thematreatments of divine absence (by scholars such Alan
LewIS, erhar: Jüngel, Jürgen Moltmann and Rowan UMMARY
ıllıams), It WOUL AaDPDCar that the theologian Nnas much In his Ccue, Samuele Furfari SE}  br Out evaluate the

er CONLEMPOFATY philosophical approaches the Contemporary Christian debate about ecological ISSUES. In
question of the meanıng of Being. ackling his crucial subject, he irstiy establishes collusion

Jon Mackenzıe, between the discussion defending the environ ment, the
Cambrıidge, England ECONOMIC aspects of preventing climate warming, and Tel-

dering the latter INOTE and INOTE political. In his analytica!
section, Furfuri deploys hıs expertise demonstrate that
anthropogenic man made) climate warming represents
In part eory IC reflects political position rather
than scientific ONe Nevertheless, the hook reveals Cel-
taın weaknesses, In particular In Its theological analysis and
Its exclusive assocIılation of the environmenta|l MOvement
ith New Age-type philosophy. Yet, the HooOok remaıns

iımportant contribution the contemporary evangelica|
discussion of the topIc.
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