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Editorial
The Current financıal crises of Europe, Paul’s
collection for Jerusalem and good stewardship

Chriıstoph Stenschke

For everal L1O0W the European media aVve AMNC ON OUTr Europecan socletles. Wıiıll democracy
been dominated by inancıal themes. Fırst there be SLITONg enough deal wıth the CaAausSCc>h5

Was the CY1SIS of the financıal markets and ıIn Ifs and CONSCYUCHNNCCS of such deficits? Wıill gOVCIN-
wake the discussion of the valıdıty of capıtalısm MNMECNTS be bold enough (and aVe enough integ-
and neo-lıberalism and of whether and how 11al- rity) face the ISSUES, and theır people willing
kets and banks might and cshould be regulated. ftollow them” galn, the eCcCeNT developments In
Now wıth Ianı other inancıal 1SSUES the Cr1Ises Greece mınd.
In Greece and paın and wh knows who 15 HAL Many Aave analyse the CAaUuUsSCcSs and COUTSC

feature ıIn the headlınes Some of the ngures that NL CY1SIS and ave dared predictions. Al 31OT

ADDCaL ON the evenıng AT beyond what MOST COMPCLCNL ad another Ainancıal analysıs and
f us CAdll imagıne. Aallı xylad that I Y SO  > O€Ss SCENAFIO. My CONMNCETINS ATIC different: IMY IMpres-
NOT ask 111C how the VarıoOus SULM11S5 ACTU- SI0ON 15 that far the churches of Europe and their
ally have them! I 15 increasıngly becoming clear theologians aVve added lıttle what others aVvVe
that in Europe ave lıved far beyond their sa1d already. Is there distinct Christian PCISPCC-
INCaAanNns an AT close crashıing; INManıy others aVvVe t1ve ON al] this and what IT might o0k liıke>? hat

do the developments Gr the last few fordone the SAaMNlCcC and INaYVy SCL AWdY wiıth 4C CVC
TIhe spending habıts of SOVEINMCNLIS of al kınds theology? Is It due humilıty that WC AB AOT
have been far from what sustaınable an reSspONsI- ralse Ur VOlcCe In VIECW of the complexities AT hand>”
ble stewardship would ook iıke And, mınd YOU, could lıve wıth that, O: AT least wıth of that
al] thıs happened and happens NOT In of the What has become of the prophetic VO1lCE of
WOr which W AS civilised and responsible people? Ihe prophets of the Old lestament
post-colonial Europeans, ook OWn an from addressed ECONOMIC 1SSUES from perspective.
where CXPCCL such behaviour. Ihe trenchant sOc1al criticısm of Amos and ıcah

(n regular VISItS South AMICcA, I11LYy col quickly mınd. Much has ECA wriıitten ON

leagues aVe expressed theır MAaZemMent at the thıs which need OT be.repeated ere It GCC1115 that
developments ın Europe and AVE asked pert1- of the discussıions af: the past CCNTUFYV, of the

Gospe!l and sOc1a] responsıbility and the insiıghtsNCNT questions. (It 15 time that WC become
hesitant wıth the SCHCIOUS dispensation of xood of lıberatıon theology, deserve lease of ife
advice others!) It 15 of lıttle comfort 1n al thıs and INaYy provıde Insplration LO ddress the 1SSUES

that SOTINC other of the world have NO Aat hand Let 111C chare of INa y teasıble and
one much better wıth publıic spending and AaNE NCCCSSAL Y reflections.
amassed debts beyond anythiıng that SCCIHIS5 y_ Ihe combinatıion of Greece and
able it 1$ worryıng that such lıving and spending strikes 4A5 New Testament cholar during
beyond I1Cans (SO far Often associlated wıth SV much of hıs MinIıstry that 15 ell documented ıIn

the Book of Acts and 1ın the etters of the NewCINMECNTS where small elites liıne theır WI1 pockets
aTt the detriment ofthe rest of the populatıon! ) also Testament, the apostle Paul WAS Dusy wıth hıs col
ADDCAFrS ıIn democratic socletles. E remaıns be lection for the salınts of the church 1ın Jerusalem;‘

ere Was AYB agrecCcmM«CNL early ON that Paul cshouldSCCH what lasting effects these huge national debts
and the INCAaSUrcs needed OVEICOINIC them 11l remember the DOOTF there (Gal Da  O °“that WC

B Z2U2



(L HRISTOPH STENSCHKE

remember the POOT, which Was actually what Was CI1Ises of the (and aVe abundance A 1
do’; the agrecm«eCNt probably made least ıIn COmparıson others!) ready share wıth

during the famıne relief VISIT recorded In Acts those affected? How affluent need
11:27-30). he reference the collection Christians be an how DOOT others before Paul’s

iıdeal of mater1al balance *kicks 1n ’? How llADPCAaLs in Corinthians 16:1-4 Paul instructs the
Corinthijans be ell prepared when he arrıves d Christians ın Europe deal wıth what be
that the Cal be Jerusalem. The fair, critical 4ASSESSMENTS of the practices Ö other

STATtTES and the CaAauscs of their CrIses anIMOST detaıjled reference the collection APPCAaIs in
Corinthians E We need NOT rCePCaL 0)4 analyse wiıth the prejudices feelings of OTr SUPDC-

the whole of Paul’s Particular1- r1or1ty In their natıonal cCoOontexts” Are
thy In the PresCht sıtuatıon 15 Paul’s STAatfemMeECNT In ready chare LTESOUTCECS AS academıiıc InstItu-
Corinthians D t10NS In Europe dedicated traınıng the

do OT that there should be relief for generatiıon of Christian eaders of thıs continent?
For Paul. abundance 15 NOT only be enNJOoye butothers and ()13 yYOU, ut 1t 1S question be chared. hat 1T Wdas far from CasSV SCL theof faır balance between VOUTC PrEeSCNHL abundance

and theır need,;, that theır abundance INAaYy predominantly Gentile COChristian Congregations
be for yYyOUF neecd, in order that there INAaYy be d

of Greece chare their L[LESOUTCECS wıth Jerusalem
faır balance. 1t 15 written: “The J8l who had 15 also evident In Paul’s references the collec-

t10N He had TAaW all hıs apostolic author-much did NOLT ave LOO much, and the 11C wh
had lıttle did NOT NO LOO lıttle? | Exod Ity and rhetorical nudge the ancılent TG

Christians INto solidarıity.For Paul, there Was be faır balance ( 2SOT€S), Another MAatftter 15 x00d stewardship, which
solidarıty between the well-to-do and then affluent
churches ofancıent Macedonia and Achaia an the

surfaces in the Bıble time and agaln. TIThe New
JTestament references usually spea of household

DOOTF In Jerusalem. And for Paul thıs Was NOT be In the lıteral SCI1ISC (6.2 Luke 12:4; 161
ONC-WaYy 1Teel he specifically STATES that ar SOMNIC Ö} Matt 24:45 uUuSsSCc the (1 metaphorically:pomnt the then needy Corinthians INAaY benefhit from

the abundance which others aVe that there
believers dIC stewards of the myster1es of God (1
(r 4: 1 )} stewards ( Tit /) and stewards of

ITA Yy be faır balance between these Christians. varıcd ( Det 4: 1 ; SC also Eph 522)scriptural for thıs exchange and bal
ANCC, Paul refers Israel’s experience during the Something 15 entrusted them for which they ATC

responsible. Says Dorman: ‘As steward of
desert wandering where God Sa  S 1T that all of God, the Christian 15 entrusted wıth the FCSDON-hıs people had whart they needed, regardless of sıbilıty of takıng Calic of the gospel INCSSAYC and
whart they had actually gathered XO 16:13-—-36). OIVINS OUuUTt that others faithfully and
Apparently both, havıng LTOO much and havıng LOO 4S directed by the Lord Jesus : God’s people AT
ıttle, 1S problem called be z00d stewards of the oifts which

Is Paul’s collection, wiıth the Christians of God provides. Obviously dIC steward-
ancılent Greece 4S “SpONSOrS” of DOOL Christians, ship Ver the Gospel and NVer spirıtual oifts and

an CUFr10US reversal of today’s s1ituation” blessings, but there 15 also stewardship regardıngObvıiously the chronologically CX and last LIECN- financıal TESOUTCECS In personal and communal MaTt-
ti1on of the collection In Romans adds salvatıon tfers How did geL the LTESOUTCECS which L1OW
hıstorical perspective the collection that requıres AVE ATl COUTr 1SpOSa and how do employ them?”
hermeneutical reflection: the Gentile Christians Whart OCSs responsible Christian stewardship o0ok
OWEC IT the sSalnts A Jerusalem, for ıf the Gentiles ıke In the PreSsSCNL sıtuation, personally and collec
aVeE chare 1n theır spirıtual blessings, they tively? Is the question of what Call afford the
ought also be of servıice them In materı1al only yardstick by1 take and CAasSstıre OUr

things’ Romans 15227 Paul speaks ofa wıde sol- decisions?
idarity AINONS churches that WEIC lIınked through But the call stewardshıp also extends other

number of translocal cConNnnectlions (including how AL C usıng OUur natural oifts, OUur
Pau! himself), NOT of STAaTESs d NOW them YeL, time of Life, OUur health, the natural LESOUTCCS of
these observatiıons hould NOT Prevent reflection. this planet, etc” And eed NO o0k far (usually
Should WC wıth the Christians and churches the mıirror O€es the Job nıcely! g-
of Europe? Are those who aVe ONe better ın the 180 that CONVversion and baptısm do NOT automatı-
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t1es at arge could also do wıth all the xo0od advıcecally [urn us Into x0o0d stewards Cr the manıfold
oifts of God Due Its twofold uUuSCc in the New and Orlentatiıon which they Call geL and TNOTC

JTestament, the CONCCPL of stewardship CC T VE the people whose dealıngs wıth finances arc
be determined Dy the Kingdom of God and OLintegrate both aASPCCLS (‘managıing’ households,

people, finances, the Gospel and natural and SPIr- by Mammon. Who would be called and
itual oifts) Ifunderstood DHUOTE broadly, the notion equipped do than the Fellowship of European
of ‘stewardshıp” could help usSs develop A holistic Evangelıcal Theologians (WWW.  org and ItSs
theology of vesponsıOle stewardshıip (and Iıve accord- journal, the European Journal of Theology: Let HS

ingly!) In time when Manıy ın Europe, including Dut ur LTESOUTCECS ın 1N1C basket and “scratch’ where
SOMNIC CArnstans: aV lıved and continue LO I1ıve people and OUur sOcI1etles actually iıtch! Qur efhcient
beyond (QUX IMCANS, and that OT only In financıal editor, Dr Dieter Lalleman, would be than

happy eCEeIVvEe contributions 0)8| thıs subject
When WC d theologıians reflect the CiIHNFCAHN (and obviously OT other 1SSUES 4S WE p.lalleman@

CHSES, OIl how ATC gCL T AT how spurgeons.ac.uk). For NO CeNJOY the artıcles and
AFt UsSc 1t responsibly (including the INalıy FreEVIEWS Or the PrEeSCHL 1ssue of BJL Please PasSS OI

other LTESOUTCCS mentioned above), Can TAW others what VOU found helpful, CNSAYC when
ON ong and rich tradıtıon of ethical reflection ın VYOU disagree and chare VOUTL insights wıth us

the church Some of that tradıtion merely needs
be re-discovered, re-stated an communicated Prof. Dr. Christoph Stenschke teaches New

ın today’s language. In other regards the LTestament Gr the Biblisch-Theologische Akademıie
1ISSUES In Europe ALC. al Opportunıity re-think Wiedenest (Germany an the Universıity of South
and expand WEr thıcal reflection ıIn VIEW of Afrıca, PrFefand: he 15 member of the editorial
1CW challenges. In other Melds of COChrıstian the- board ofFL
Oology and ethıcs 1NCW developments also provided
the impetus search for fresh and expand OTtTesUr reflection.

In the eighteenth CCNLUTY, Samuel Urlsperger See 111y SULPVCY In “‘N { the only Pebbile (J)I1 the
Beach”: IThe Significance and Function of Paul’s(  5-1  )s then DastOor 1ın INY hometown of
References Christians er than the Addresseesugsburg, Germany, WasSs involved ın ralsıng funds Neotestamentica 45for Protestant refugees from Catholic Austrıa. In ın and Corinthians’,

231-357 and D] Downs, The ErNıng
HIC of hıs he cshouted enthusiastically: of the Gemntiales: Panul  2  © Collectıon fOr Jerusalem an
‘Heranus, heraus, ılr Kreuzerlein, der Herr Jesus wall 18 Chronological, ULEUTVOA and Caltıc C(‚ontexts.
MLE euch rveden ” (UOut, OUuL, YOU lıttle pennies, the IN ( Tübingen: Mohr 1ebeck, 2008;
Lord Jesus ants talk you!). UB this day, GE FEVIEW ıIn ETWHL 85 17-521)
the Lord Jesus himself AanTts talk \99E International AaNnAdarı Encyclopedia, ed
and LTESOUTCECS an USsSsCc them ftor hıs Do Bromiley ran Rapıds: Eerdmanss,

\ 618; also for SUPVCY nd the OC  HIEESallow hım do O: May he talk the Cents
but 1OT the Euros, the CO1INS but NOT the
bank notes” ErratumThese reflections only invıte d1iscus-
SION of the European 1SSUES and prob- Ihe edıtor apologıises Svetlana Khobnya, author

of the artıicle “God the Father ın the Old lesta-eCms from theologıcal perspective. The INMalıy mMent  E ın 1SSUEe 02 2011): for misspelling herChristians of EKurope eed aVe distinctly
Christian perspective ON these 1SsueSs. OQur SOCIE- SUTNAaMEC

I Z


