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Four calls for relig10us reforms 1ın the
Urlsperger, Joseph I1 of AustrIia, mmanuel
Kant and Friedrich iılhelm 11 of Prussıa

ndrew Kloes

UMMARY bserved through four different calls for religious reforms
that Were made hbetween 17B0) and 17838 DY Joseph I1

The religious lıfe of German-speaking Europe hbecame the ruler of the absburg domains In Central Europe and
increasingly variegated during the second half of the the Emperor of the Holy Koman Empire; Friedrich Wil-
eighteenth CEeNTUTY. This fact MaYy he bserved hrough heim I1 the King of Prussia; Immanue| Kant, the profeS-
the writings of Johann Wolfgang Voe Kar| eın- SOT of OogiC and metaphysics al the world’s second oldest
ich Bogatzky, Hermann Samue|l Reimarus, August Wil- Protestant university; and Johann August Urlsperger,
heim Friedrich and Friedrich Freiherr VOo  En Hardenberg. | utheran Dastor and ONeE of the few (‚erman correspond-

ng members of the | ondon-based Society for Promaot-Ihe changes WelTe the result of Important In FUro-
DEaN culture: In this pneriod the foundation of religion Ing Christian Knowledge. eır different calls for reform
and what Wads constitute religious legitimacy illustrate his trend wel| how religious CONSEeNSUS In
Was shifting from the will of sovereigns toO the CONMNSETISUS (‚erman soclety egan Iragment and reform around
eliefs of the eoples. This second Dhenomenon ITIAYy he multiple expressions of helief and unDelıe

e

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG religiösen Reformen zwischen 1780 und 1788 heo-
achten SIe r  1 elıtens Josefs IE, Herrscher der

1 )as religiöse | eben Im deutschsprachigen Europa habsburgischen Gebiete In Mitteleuropa un Kalser
eiıne zunehmende Vielfalt n der zweıten Hälfte des des Heiligen Öömischen Reiches, Friedrich Wilhelm 1:,
Jahrhunderts J1es Ist wahrzunehmen In den CNrıtten Önig Vo reussen, Immanuel Kant, Professor für ogi
VOIT1 Johann Wolfgang VOT) Goethe, Kar| Heinrich un Metaphysik der zweitältesten protestantischen
Bogatzky, Hermann Samuel Reimarus, August Wilhelm Universität, un eıtens Johann August Urlsperger, luthe-

rischer Pfarrer und eınes der wenigen auf Deutsch kor-Friedrich und Friedrich Freiherr VOIlT1 Hardenberg. DITZ
Veränderungen das rgebnis eınes bedeutenden respondierenden Mitglieder der | ondoner Gesellscha
Wandels In der europäischen Kultur: In dieser eıt ZUur Verbreitung christlichen Gedankenguts. Ihre er-
änderten sich die Grundlagen für eligion und das, Was schiedlichen Rufe nach Reform veranschaulichen diesen
für religiöse Legitimation nötig WäAdfT; nicht änger WarTrT Wechse!| und auch die Art und Weilse, wWIıEe religiöser
Religion VOo Willen der Herrscher abhängig, sondern Konsens In der Gesellschaft In Deutschland frag-
Vo Gilaubenskonsens der Völker. | ieses Phänomen mentieren un sich vielfältige Ausdruckformen VOIT

|ässt sich auch In vier unterschiedlichen uTlrufen Gilauben un Unglauben gruppleren begann.
y i  o

RESUME Samue!l Reimarus, ‘August Wilhelm Friedrich el de
Friedrich Freiherr VOTN Hardenberg.‘ Les cChangements

:a VIe religieuse de la partıe germanophone de ’Europe sSont Intervenus CoNnsequence d’une 6volution de Ia
manifeste UNE diversification crolssante de Ia culture europeenne. epOoqUe, 19 hase de I9 reli-

seconde moItıIe du XVIlIE siecle. Ce phenomene peut gion el des conditions de I9 legitimite religieuse CEesse
s’ohbserver considerant 1es 6crits de Johann olfgang d’ätre determinee Dar 1a volonte des SO Uveraıns DOUT
VOIN Goethe, de Kar| einrıc Bogatzky, de Hermann etre Efinie Dar e CONSENSUS des peuples leurs
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CFrOYaATICECS, ette evolution transparalt dans les diffe- el Johann August Urlsperger, Dasteur lutherien et
rents appels des reformes religieuses qu! OnNtT \  \U lances ’un des quelques correspondants allemands de 19

1780 el 1788 Dar les quatre figures sulvantes Societe DVOUT Ia Promotion du SavoIlr Chretien hasee
| ondres. L_es appels differents UNE reforme qur'ils OntJoseph { le souveraın des domaines de Habsbourg lances illustrent hien Ia tendance el cCommMentLurope centrale el l’empereur de ’empire romaın BCI- E CONSETISUS religieux de 19 sOocCIete germanıque COM-mMmanıque, Friedrich Wilhelm I, rol de Prusse, Fmmanuel mMmenceE fragmenter eT evoluer VeTlrS de multiplesKant, professeur de logique el de metaphysique dans expressions de fOI ETl d’incroyance.’une des deux plus ancıennes universites protestantes,

established church an whether 3O others WCIC'The Enlightenment
tolerated 0JM banned But 1N1OW the of theThe relig10us landscape of German-speaking

Europe ıIn the late eighteenth CENLUFY N Enlightenment eroded rulers’ abilities exerc1se
theır rıght of reformation, IUS rveformandı, AS ITwıth al exceedingly complex cultural pıcture. No

lesser observer of German culture than the author oreatiy undermıined public contidence 1n the egıit-
1MaCYy of such acCt10Ns. 1Io be SULCc, thıs Was orad-and philosopher Johann olfgang VON Goethe

(  -1  } ommented ON the general relig10us ual trend in kuropean ultural hıstory, but from
tumult of these tımes, remarkıng that during hıs the mıddle of the eighteenth CCNLULCY Oonwards the
days 45 law student AT the Universıity of Le1ipz1g DaCCc of thıs chıft began increase. Ihe marked
between 1765 and 1:Z068. °the Christian relıgion growth In the production of scholarshıp an the
fluctuated between ItSs W historic beliefs and commercIlalısed distrıbution of the nndings of
DUILC deism)’. ! Not only Was there tremendous academı1c eENquUICy facılıtated the acceleratıon this
dıversity of metaphysıcal beliefs and practices, but trend Paul Raabe has determıned that between
1n the ten before the French Revolution of 17263 and 1800 the production of O00 1n the
1769) four calls tor relig10us reforms Cal from terrıtories of the Holvy Roman Empire increased
dıfferent of German-speaking Europe: Dy 200% ® hıs signifcant increase In the ACCcCcSs5

from Vıenna, Berlın, Königsberg and Augsburg, informatıon prec1ipitated NECW of think-
from indıyvıduals who possessed different LYPCS of Ing about relıgion ıle the urther exXxpansıon
authority: Joseph I} the ruler of the Habsburg of German print culture enhanced the ability of
domains In Central kurope and the Emperor of authors from the entire FaNnsc of relig10us PCISPCC-
the Holy Roman Empire; Friedrich Wıiılhelm I: VES cCcommuUuUnNICaAte theır
the kıng of Prussıa; Immanuel e the profes- Jürgen Kocka has defined the Enlightenment AS
SOT of log1c and metaphysıcs al the world’s second that aımed ATl comprehensive 1l1b-oldest Protestant UunıVversIity; and Johann August eratıon of people from tradıtional CONstralnts,Urlsperger, Lutheran pastLor and NC of the few prejudıces which had been handed down, andGerman corresponding members of the NdON-
based Soclety tor Promoting Christian Knowledge. ıllegitimate authority. The MOVEMENT wanted

AWdY 18NOranCce, superstition andThe proliferation of multifarıous CXpress1ONs
of relig10sity In German SOCIELY, by 1C intolerance through educatıon, public criticısm

411 free discuss1on, and IT wanted make theindıviduals? supernaturally-oriented COgNIt1ONS,
emotlons an behaviours,“ Was indicatıve of UuSCc of L1CaSOIN the governing rule of al]

private and publiıc relationships.“siıngle long-term cultural trend, which Was
the IMNOST significant hıistorıical developments of the LThe publıc intellectual and spirıtual climate created
eighteenth CCENTUFY. The ftoundatıon of European Dy the enlightened iıdeal did NOT yıeld unıtorm
relıgion and what W-dS NCCCSSaALY constitute SCT of conclusions about the natural and CI
relig10us legitimacy Was shıfting from the 11l of natural worlds 4S SOTINC philosophers had antıc1-
SOvere1gns the COMNSCIIISU. beliefs of the PDCO- pate IT would As Paula Hyman has noted, VE

ples In earlier centuries monarchs had generally the torcıble closures of churches and SVNASUOYUCS
ın France during the eıgn of Terror WCIC WSLUC-been able successfully prescribe the bounda-

rMes of relıg10ns 1n theır terriıtories Dy regulatıng cesstul ın bringing about NECW enlightened SOCI-
which confession WaSs accorded the benefits of all C wıth universalistic culture?.> he frunt of
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the Enlightenment how coalesced ıle aCCompanyıng beliefs, which had helped
around multiple SCTS of beliefs, as their PrOpONCNLES these fundamental maturiIty.
argued theıir respective merIi1ts the members of Whiıle oethe W d NOT ONC of them, he nonethe-

less sed positive imagery describe the faıth ÖSOCIELY AT large In the ATIGT described Dy Kocka
those Christians who desired CONtINULTLY and COIN-

STUCHCY with the PDast, those whom he referred
Johann Wolfgang VO  b Goethe 4S fowers. Ihe thrust of hıs botanıcal metaphoric

1 wiall egin INYV examınatıon of thıs chıft by 11- 1$ simpler understand. Just AS flowers’ PTFO-
Ing Goethe’s reflections 0)8! rel1g10us ıte In the ide the nourıshment and lıfe-giving connection

Based theır rel1g10us attıtudes, Goethe that enable theır blossoms O0M, L[OO did the
discerned the exIistence of LW basıc kinds of beauty of the rel1g10s1ty of thıs second COMNIC

ZSTOUDS ıIn SOCIETY, whom he ıkened butterflies trom theır nıdelity the faıth of theır fathers_?
and flowers. Recall that butterflies reach the adult

In theır lıfecycle Dy Z01INg through Lrans-
formation of maturatıon ıIn whıich the Juvenile Bogatzky and eimarus
caterpillar GiI1C456GS iıtself ıIn chrysalıs, undergoes Goethe’s VISION of the German rel1g10Us landscape
metamorphosıs an CIMNCISCS several weeks later 4S 15 11C that Call be corroborated by INanıYy ther

fully tormed adult butterfly. Goethe lıkewise PCI: period examples. In the preface hıs 1761 EVO-
ceived d transformations of maturatıon the intel- onal OMMCNLaAr the Book of Revelation, arl
ectual and spirıtual developments of those wh. Heinrich Bogatzky, former student of August
WEeTIC MOVINg AWdV from CXpress1ONs of Christian ermann Francke at the Universıity of Halle,
rel1g10s1ty that had been historically prevalent In warned hıs readers of the dangers of attempting
German SOCIELY. Yet, Just as definite biological read the Biıble from the theological lenses
CONtinulty EXIStS between caterpillars aMı butter- provided DYy the 1 utheran confessions. Bogatzky
flies, LOO Goethe perceived continulty between recognized certaın straıns of Enlightenment
the old an 11CW relig10sities, describing the latter thought AS Pelagıan because they dıd NOT reckon
d the “Organıc perfection’ of the former.® ser10usly enough wiıth the CONSCYUCNCCS of the

In CHEers Johann spar Lavater during Fall,; an In their optimısm about humanıty’s
the SUTMMNLMMCT of 7862 Goethe ADPCAIS have under- potential for xo0odness they dıd NOT drıve people
stO0d hımself AS butterfly. Rebufhing thee seeck salyvatıon outsıde themselves 1ın Christ alone .!©
lıstic Overtiures f hıs deeply DI1OUS friend, Goethe Bogatzky died In 1 and In hıs posthumously

x definitely NOT ”3 °antı-Christian? OLr Al published autobiography he railed agalnst the
‘un-Christian’, but Aallı decidedly “*aon-(hrs- MSINS generation of divinıty students who dıd NOT
tıian  D Iwo weeks later oethe made plaın what believe that personal repCNTLANCC an conversion
he Dy this finely parsed distinction, explain- WeETC essential] prerequisıtes for pastoral MINIStrY.
Ing that CVCI an udıble VOlCE from heaven would Ihe only thought that consoled 1m ıIn these CiIr-
NOT persuade that virgın BAVC birth that Was that there would necessarily COMNC

111all FOSC from the dead Furthermore, regard day when such PastLOrs would become “WwearYy of
such beliefs AS profanities agalnst the God their vaın speculations, their dry moralıty an the
and hıs revelatıon ın nature’. Responding hıs rEeST of theır refined .11  acqu1rements COn the day
SWISS friend’s assertion °that there W ds nothing that they realised °that they WCIC unable provide
LNOIC beautiful than the Gospel’, Goethe rejoined aNVONC wıth spirıtual com(fort 2a1 the Our of theır
S Cal thınk of thousand O0 Just d beautiful A4AS death , they would refturn the edifyıng wrings
the Bıble, that ATrC older and than it. that Ar of Luther, Arndt, Spener and Francke.!“
wrıtten by HIC  — whom God has pardoned an that In stark Bogatzky sStO0d Hermann
ATIC beneficial and indispensable tor humanıity. ”® lIo Samuel|l Reımarus, Hamburg gymnasıum teacher
interpret hım 1n the of hıs OW metaphor, and the ANONYINOUS author of the five CSSAaVS that
Goethe retaiıned SOIILLC fundamental from Gotthold Ephraim Lessing purportedly discovered
the caterpillar of hıs intellectual and spirıtual ın the Wolfenbüttel Library and subsequently pub
Lte- C that there 1S God, that there 1S dıvine ished between PA7ZE and 177818 Reimarus entitled
revelatıon an that mankınd has the eed be hıs second and fourth C5dyS, “The impossıbilıty
pardone Dy God,; but in becoming tully-formed of there eing revelatıon that peoples could

believe?!* and “CThe books of the Old TLestamentadult butterfly he left behind certaın ther “JUVe-
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WEeEIC a(018 wriıtten reveal felis1on” : ese titles matıcally, 4S better demonstrate the chıft ıIn
indıicate the degree IC he departed from the ftoundatıon of relıgion and the Dasıs of reli-
historic 1_Lutheran orthodoxy. Ihe subject of N1S Q10US legitimacy ıIn German-speaking Europe.
Efth Was the resurrection of Jesus. hat Jesus Less than VCal after he cceded the throne,
did NOLT publiclhy reveal himself large crowds in Joseph 11 circulated hıs Patent of Toleratıon OIl 13
Jerusalem after Easter morning Was for Reimarus October L/OL: ‘being convinced that all violence
‘enough CAaST al] credibility of the resurrection conscience 15 harmful an that benefnt
asıde)?.  2 10 He WEeEeNnNT ON rebuke those wh; sıgh would ACCEIUC both relıgion and the trom
and complain about the unbelief of the people’ Irue Christian tolerance)?.*' hıs AGT emancıpated
when they themselves arc unable provide the the Lutheran, Calvinıst an FEastern Orthodox
nd of evidence that the resurrection had taken Christians 1ın the Habsburg terriıtories from

OSt of cıvil restrictions that had eGen enforcedplace that “sound Ca4SQOIl necessarıly demands
iımportant mıddle posıition between by NS mother, Marıa ITheresa. It enabled them

Bogatzky and Reimarus Was that of August become IMNMAasSsier craftsmen, EeHeEr the Civıl SC =

Wilhelm Friedrich Sack, the chaplain Kıng VICE, obtaın academic P  9 WI) houses and real
Frederick the Great for the entirety of hıs 46-year CSTaALC, OpcCrate schools and hold private worship
reign Ql member of the Prussıan Royal servıces. The effects of thıs legislatıon WLG rapıdly
Academy of Science for nearly AS long In 1751 realised. result of imm1gration an of hıdden

Protestants declarıng themselves, the S1ZEC of theSack published al apologetic work entitled The
Faıth of Chrıistians Defended, the enlarged second Protestant populatiıon ın the Habsburg terriıtories
edition of which appeared ın 1773 In thıs latter increased by VCLI 100% wıthın 1ve VCaLs, MNsSINS
edition, which ran 824 DPaAgCS, Sack declared ıIn from 57,000 by 1786.*% Furthermore,
the anguage of DPeter that the Church Was NOW Joseph 11 decreed that Pope C(Clement X16 1413
lıving ın the “Jast days ın which the “degeneratıon encyclical Unigenitus De1 filıns Was 110O longer
of morals had spread ın all directions and advanced be entforced. hıs bull had condemned the O-
agalnst almost all humilıty and InnOocence S1t10N that °the reading of Sacred Scripture 15 for
Furthermore there Was al thıs time huge herd of a]1? and led Joseph 11’s grandfather, Charles \A
non-believers and o-called free-spirıts wh: AaVC crimınalıse the DOSSESSION of the Bible *> German
COM AIMNOMNS UusS, wh; publıcly speak scornfully and later British evangelıical STOUDS recognised
of relıgion and vırtue, and especlally of the teach- the abrogation of thıs bull AS allı Oopportunity
ng and PCISON Ör Jesus Christ, IC they seek distribute the Bıble an wıth theır SUppOTT, the

befoul wıth the MOST OUTLragCOUS blasphemies Nuremberg merchant ann Tobıias Kiessling
and mockeries’.!? But 1ın thıs of made 106 such trıps Habsburg lands before he

died in 1824 *4affaırs, unlike Bogatzky, Sack dıd NOT advocate
zealous adherence the Reformation-era confes-
S1O0NS of faıth Instead he encouraged believers and
nonbelievers HE theır WIN CVCS aM examıne Friedrich Wılhelm

hıle the polıcıes of Joseph 11 displayed the PDIothe OUuUTrCcecs of the Chrıistian relıgion for them-
selves’. TIhe OUTrcCcecs IC Sack directed hıs SrESSIVE sensıbıilıties of enlightened absolutism in
readers WCCIC °reason and revelatıon’ an he urged inıtiatıng chıft In the Ocatıon of responsibility
them NOT believe anythıng that did NOTLT flow for rel1ıg10us arers from the rellg10us
OULT from them Sack continued that °thıs exhor- STOUDS an individuals, the opposıte INAaYy be
tatıon Was what ‘all the righteous theologians ın In Friedrich ılhelm 11’s Relig10us üCct of
the Protestant churches DAVC theır lısteners’, August 1788, also issued the beginning of

hıs reign. Inspired by 31S Strong commıtmentwhich INaVy be 4S Aall implicıt rebuke of those
clergy and scholars who relied OIl the confessions Rosicruclanısm, the kıng explained that IT Was hıs
AS the definitive SOUTCEC of authority for all royal duty “preserve ın Prussıan terrıtory the
of faıth and lıfe.«09 Christian relıgion of the Protestant Church In ItSs

old original purity and authenticity”.“° IThe edict
enacted restrict1Oons agalnst “those who stir the

Joseph I1 miserable CII of Socinlans, Deists, Naturalısts
In turnıng 110 the four calls for reform, ll and ther* Four calls for religious reforms in the 1780s *  were not written to reveal a religion’.'® These titles  matically, so as to better demonstrate the shift in  indicate the degree to which he departed from  the foundation of religion and the basis of reli-  historic Lutheran orthodoxy. The subject of his  gious legitimacy in German-speaking Europe.  fifth essay was the resurrection of Jesus. T’hat Jesus  Less than a ycar after he acceded to the throne,  did not publicly reveal himself to large crowds in  Joseph II circulated his Patent of Toleration on 13  Jerusalem after Easter morning was for Reimarus  October 1781, ‘being convinced that all violence  ‘enough to cast all credibility of the resurrection  to conscience is harmful and that a great benefit  aside’.!* He went on to rebuke those who ‘sigh  would accrue to both religion and the state from  and complain about the unbelief of the people’  a true Christian tolerance’.?! This act emancipated  when they themselves are unable to provide the  the Lutheran, Calvinist and Eastern Orthodox  kind of evidence that the resurrection had taken  Christians in the Habsburg territories from a  247  .  host of civil restrictions that had been enforced  place that ‘sound reason necessarily demands  An  important  middle  position  between  by his mother, Maria Theresa. It enabled them  Bogatzky and Reimarus was that of August  to become master craftsmen, enter the civil ser-  Wilhelm Friedrich Sack, the chaplain to King  vice, obtain academic posts, own houses and real  Frederick the Great for the entirety of his 46-ycar  estate, operate schools and hold private worship  reign ‚and. a member of, the- Prussian ‚ Royal  services. The effects of this legislation were rapidly  Academy of Science for nearly as long. In 1751  realised. As a result of immigration and of hidden  Protestants declaring themselves, the size of the  Sack published an apologetic work entitled The  Faith of Christians Defended, the enlarged second  Protestant population in the Habsburg territories  edition of which appeared in 1773. In this latter  increased by over 100% within five years, rising  edition, which ran to 824 pages, Sack declared in  from 74,000 to 157,000 by 1786.?? Furthermore,  the language of 2 Peter 3 that the Church was now  Joseph 11 deereed that Pope Clement XI'’s 1713  living in the “last days’ in which the ‘degeneration  encyclical Unigenitus Dei filinus was no longer to  of morals had spread in all directions and advanced  be enforced. This bull had condemned the propo-  against almost all humility and innocence  >7 18  .  sition that ‘the reading of Sacred Scripture is for  Furthermore there was at this time ‘a huge herd of  all’ and led Joseph IT’s grandfather, Charles VI, to  non-believers and so-called free-spirits who have  criminalise the possession of the Bible.*® German  come up among us, who publicly speak scornfully  and later British evangelical groups recognised  of religion and virtue, and especially of the teach-  the abrogation of this bull as an opportunity to  ing and person of Jesus Christ, which they seek  distribute the Bible and with their support, the  to befoul with the most outrageous blasphemies  Nuremberg merchant Johann Tobias Kiessling  and mockeries’.!? But in response to this state of  made 106 such trips to Habsburg lands before he  died in 1824.?*  affairs, unlike Bogatzky, Sack did not advocate a  zealous adherence to the Reformation-era confes-  sions of faith. Instead he encouraged believers and  nonbelievers to ‘use their own eyes and examine  Friedrich Wilhelm II  While the policies of Joseph ITI displayed the pro-  the sources of the Christian religion for them-  selves’. The two sources to which Sack directed his  gressive sensibilities of enlightened absolutism in  readers were ‘reason and revelation’ and he urged  initiating a shift in the location of responsibility  them ‘not to believe anything that did not flow  for religious matters from the state to religious  out from them’. Sack continued that ‘this exhor-  groups and individuals, the opposite may be seen  tation’ was what “all the righteous theologians in  in Friedrich Wilhelm IIP’s Religious Edict of 9  the Protestant churches gave to their listeners’,  August 1788, also issued near the beginning of  his reign. Inspired by his strong commitment to  which may be seen as an implicit rebuke of those  clergy and scholars who relied on the confessions  Rosicrucianism, the king explained that it was his  as the definitive source of authority for all matters  royal duty to ‘preserve in Prussian territory the  of faith and life.”?  Christian religion of the Protestant Church in its  old original purity and authenticity’.?® The edict  enacted restrictions against ‘those who stir up the  Joseph II  miserable errors of Socinians, Deists, Naturalists  In turning now to the four calls for reform, I will  and other sects ... who extremely abuse the term  “Enlightenment” to disparage the reputation of  not consider them in chronological order but the-  EIT 212 * 151who extremely abuse the term

“Enliıghtenment” disparage the reputatiıon ofNOT consıder them in chronological order ut the-
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the Biıble AS the revealed Word of God AMONS the beliefs, ut wiıth the In which they WCIC

people and make mockery of ristlanıty inculcated In the population, C he compared
the world? .26 Additionally, It compelled all how farmers their livestock..®! He called

1Lutheran and Reformed clergy strictly COIMN- relig10us immaturIity the “mMOSst harmful and dis
DOTrT their teaching an preaching the letter of honourable kınd of immaturity  732 and exhorted
theıir confessions. There 15 scholarly debate VCTr hıs readers °“have the COUTASC usc VOUT OWN

whether the document Was AS purely react1OnNary understanding |emphasıs in Orig1inal [ BYy COIM1-

45 1T whether, 4S ın Christopher Cilark’s parıng the 1xed STaAateMENT. of relig10us truth In
VICEW, ItSs enlightened PULDOSC Was *O consolidate the confessions of the churches hypothetical
the existIng confessional STIrUCLUreEeSs an ereby CONTTAGTIS °that would PreVeNtL al] rther nlıght-
safeguard the pluralist COmMpromıise struck at human race’>* Kant ignore
the Peace of Westphalia’.*” Whiıchever WaV HI the possibility that agrecmMCNLT wıth the confessions
decides that question, the edict monarchical could CVET be the conclusion of He s  A IHAEUTrE USCcC

of ne s  ® WI)] understandıng. Nonetheless, hısaLttcmpt prescribe the boundarıes of rel1g10sity
ın Prussıan sOCcIletYy which totally tajled achileve overall VISION WaSs of world in which religion Was

ItSs stated a1MmMs. In how Joseph’s Patent based ON wıthout CoOercl1on an In hıs
of Tolerance transformed relig10us ıfe in the he urged the people DUrSUC thıs x0al and
Habsburg lands in lastıng WdY, when the SLUICGES- the authorities ave nothing fear from their
SOT of Friedrich Wılhelm H Friedrich Wılhelm HT, realısatıon of It
became kıng 1n 1797 he iımmediately took

repeal the edict oting that before the edict Johann August Urlspergerhad become |aw there had been *more religion and
less hypocrIisy than there WasSs NOW’, the YOUNS king Ihe SAM1C rel1g10us developments that had LrOUu-
diısmiıssed Christoph Wöllner, the royal counsel- bled Bogatzky, Sack an Friedrich Wılhelm 11 LTrOU-

bled Johann August Urlsperger d well, but unlikelor responsible for the CAIEL, wıthout PCH-
S1011 .48 The inabıilıty of the and ItSs SuppOrters the Kıng of Prussıa’s heavy-handed approach

OVEICOINIC the resistance the ediet. combined heterodoOXYy, he shared Kant’s desire for people
wıth the inabilıty of Wöllner shape Prussıan UuSCcC their WIN understandıng seek rel1g10us

truth. Urlsperger called for the establishment ofalrelig10sity ıIn the edict’s desired direction,
wıth the LICW DOWCLIS he had implement the “assoc1atıon for promoting, vindicating an FeVIV-
edict, that Prussıan sOCclety had reached Ing Christianity ın ItSs fundamental purıty 1ın know/l-

In which the beliefs of the people edge and practhce‘, tounded ON °*the principles of
WCIC SLITONS enough override the expressed wiıll [CasSOI and 0)8! the sacred an unerring truths f
of theır sovere1gn. Schpture ” Duriıng the Sixteen moönths between

August 1779 an November 1780, Urlsperger
travelled roughout Bavarıla, the Rhineland, the

Immanuel Kant LOw Countrıes, Hannover an Prussıa in search of
Ihe edict of Friedrich Wılhelm 11 MUST aVe seemed lıke-minded Christians Jo1m hım In thıs undertak-
ike nıghtmare Immanuel Kant because ıt Was lng 56 (n 34 prL 1780, he addressed ın Englısh
the Opposıte of the LYPC of royal behaviour gathering of the Society tor Promoting Christian
he had praised In hıs famous 1784 “What 15 Knowledge 1n London inform them °that SIN-
Enlightenment?”“” In 1T he had extolle: hıs ünele: (GEFE an intellıgent Christians In different of
“Frederick the (Great‘, 4S prince who O€s NOT the world, desirous of defending and spreadıng the
ind IT beneath hım Sd Y that he consıders IT Gospel of Jesus Christ, by 1N1CAanls chiefly adapted
be hıs duty | emphasıs In original | regulate oth- the PresCcNt time?>/ had COMNC serl1es of FESO-

Ing, but rather leave ICN complete freedom In lutions. These clustered around cOoMMItMEeNtT
relig10us matters’ 90 A the heart of Kant’s call for studyıng the 1  ©: pursuing Protestants
relig10us reforms Was 71Ss GOMNGETE)EN that the 1sm and engagıng In evangelısm, wıth the particular
of relig10us ffaırs ıIn Germany did NOT IMN OST xoals of “"OppoOsing the principles an doctrines of
people wıth human dignity AdS they WEIC kept ın Arlanısm, Socin1ı1anısm and Naturalısm In CORNVIC-

of immaturıty Dy being told by others what t1ve an friendly manner”®® and “showing the right
they believe. hus Kant’s qualms NOT complexion of sound Christianity, which according
primarıly with the theological CONTENTS ofChristian the Scriptures, 15 rational and heerful?.
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Conclusion Aufklärung (Paderborn: Universıität Paderborn,
To conclude, INaYy observe that the phenom- 1987 Z

Jürgen Ocka; Geschichte UN Aufklärung
CNa of secularisatiıon and relig10us awakening ın (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht,
German sOCIeLYy WEeTIC equally influenced Dy the 140 *] die u  ärung iıne Bewegung, dıe
cultural chıft In1 the belief of the auf dıe umfassende Befreiung der Menschen A4aUus$s

people became the foundation for European reli- herkömmlichen Zwängen, tradierten Vorurteilen
100 an rel1g10us legit1imacy In the decades und nıcht legıtımierter Herrschaft zielte. durch

ıldung, Ööffentliche 1t1 und freie Dıiskussionfollowiıng the aNNOU of these four reforms
iın the Friedrich Freiherr VOIN Hardenberg, Unwissenheıt, Aberglauben und Intoleranz A4UuSs-

raumen wollte und den mündıgen E€Drauc derknown d the pOoCt Novaliıs, ommented the Vernunft als Regulatıv aller priıvaten und Offentl lısecularısatıon of European culture In hıs famous chen Verhältnisse Ur Wırkung bringen wollte
1799 “Christendom 0)8 Europe?  2740 hıs aula yman, Ihe Jews 0  0dern France (Berkeley:
former student of Friedrich Schiller’s Au the Universıity of Calıfornıia Press: 25
University of Jena perceived that “hatred of the Goethe, Anyus MEINEM Leben, 2207 ‚Die aites-
Bıble had W: Into hatred of Chrıistianıty and und geistreichsten Männer erwıesen sıch ın
ınally Into the hatred of religion 1n general’ and diesem als Schmetterlinge, welche
that INCIMN in hıs day had COLIHE thınk of the Uun1- uneingedenk ihres Raupenstandes die Puppenhülle

wegwerfen, ın der S1C Z,U iıhrer organıschenAS MONSIFrOUS mıill, drıven by the STIreCamM
of CHaNnCceE, that milled of itself wıithout Buuilder Vollkommenheit gediehen sınd Er EFrCHETr

und bescheidner gesinnt, konnte den BlumenMiller.“*' Alternatively, Christians wh: WEIC desır- vergleichen, dıe ob S1C sıch gleich ZUr®Lr schönsten
usSs of rel1g10us awakenıing coalesced around Blüthe entfalten, sich doch der urzel, ON

Urlsperger’s SOCIetY. An 1802 rCcpOrL published in dem Mutterstamme nıcht losreißen, Ja vielmehr
the Edinburgh Mıss1onary Magazıne STATLEGS that Dy MHrc. diesen Familienzusammenhang dıe gEeEWUN-
thıs time hıs Chrıistianıty Soclety had SIOWN from schte Frucht Eerst Ure bringen.’

Johann olfgang Goethe, “Brief SEaIfSs orıginal chapter ın Basle Into allı international
network that consisted of eighteen provinclal Lavater. In Goethes Brıefe, vol Brıefe der VE
chapters ACTOSS5 Germany, Switzerland, Denmark, 4-1 edıited DYy Karl Robert Mandelkow

an Bodo Morawe (Hamburg: Chrıistian Wegner,France and the Netherlands which had aln 402-403 I )a ich Walr keın CN  st, keıin
SaALC total of VCL 100 local afhliates ın theıir PDIO Unkrist aber doch en dezıidıirter Nıchtkrist binn.’?
vincıal ciırcles. Agents of the Socıety WEeEIC also Al Johann Wolfgang (0)8! Goethe, “Brief 314, An
work translatıng and distriıbuting ItSs lıterature In Lavater . ın Goethes Brıefe } 403-404 “IDu hältst
Austrla, Bohemuia, Hungary, Poland, Sweden, das Evangelıum WI1E steht, für dıe g0  ichste
New York City 288 Philadelphia.“ hıs chıft has ahrheıt, miıich würde eine vernehmliche Stimme
characterised relıgion in German sOCIety from the Onl Hımmel nıcht überzeugen, da{fß das Wasser

brennt und das das Feuer Öscht, da{fß iın Weibnıneteenth CCNLULY Oonwards, down the PFresSCHL
day In 1C IMNOTC iındıivıduals chare In the secular ohne Mannn gebiert, und da{fß eın l1odter aufersteht,
COMNSCHNSUS than In ItSs awakened COUNtErparTL. vielmehr ich dieses für Lästerungen SCHCH den

großen Gott und seine Offenbarung 1ın der Natur.
Du indest nıiıchts schoener als das Evangelıum, ich

Andrew Kloes 1S PhD student Ar the Universıty finde ausend geschriebene Blätter ter und MNEUCT
of Ediınburgh, Scotland VOINN Gott begnadigter Menschen eben schön,

und der Menschheit nützlich und unentbehrlich
Und weıter!”?OTes Goethe, AÄyusS MELINEM eben, : DD

Johann olfgang Goethe, Anyus MEINEM Leben ar] Heinrich Ol BOgatzy, Gottselıige Betrachtungen
ıchtung UN AaNTNEL vol (JUbMeen: UN Gebete über das Neue Testament UNSEVS Herrn
Cottaischen Buchhandlung, 291 3 DITS chrıst- UN Heilandes Jesu Christa, Sıebenteren Zweyter
1 elıgıon schwankte zwıischen iıhrem eignen Band (Halle: Verlag des Waysenhauses,
Historischpositiven und einem reinen e1ismus.’ “Was ich bey dieser er z erinnern gehabt, 1St
Marıel Cornwall EL al., “T’he Dımensions of bereıts ın der Eınleitung geschehen, und ch hnhabe

hıer weıter nıchts hınzu Z thun, als dass ch denReliglosity: Conceptual odel wıth allı Empirıcal
LESE. Revıew of Relıgious Research AT 1986) 226 Christliıchen leser Ditte: nıcht alles, obwohl
244 vornemlich, nach der eiligen Schrift, sondern auch
alr Raabe, Gelehrtenbibliotheken M Zeıtalter der nach symbolıschen Büchern verstehen:
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denn Je länger ich lebe, Je schätzbarer werden mır standen, welche der elıgıon und Tugend Öffent-
e  T'  'a sämtliche Bekenntnisbücher, besonders in ıch ohn sprechen, und insbesondere dıe Lehre
der Lehre VON dem menschlichen Unvermögen In un: Person Jesu Christı mIt denen abscheulichsten
göttlıchen Dıngen und ın der Lehre Christo, Lästerungen und pott-Reden I befleken suchen.’
welche ZWECCI) Grund und auptartickelum SACK: Vertheidigter Glaube, Z
vielmehr recht Z.u ernen und ZUuU treiben sınd, JC SaCK. Vertheidigter Glaube, 28-39 ‘Allein, Was

mehr INan In Zeıiten seinem eignen thut dann das der Christlichen elıg10n selber?
Herzen kann verleıitet werden, VO diesen beyden Ist dann dıe deswegen ungegründet und falsch,
Artıiıckeln nıcht die richtigsten Gedanken ZU egen, weil einıge 1eseIDe übel verstanden, und ıIn einer
der SIC Ochn nıcht 10C SCHUS ZU schätzen und ihrer tremden Gestalt vorgestellt haben? (O)der 1St
beständig Z treiben. Denn ob diejenıgen eLIWwa dadurch denen Bekennern des Christenthums
sıch Z.u Lehre bekennen, nıcht den Namen die Gelegenheı und dıe reyheıt benommen
haben wollen, da{fß S1C der menschlichen Vernunft worden, ihre eigene ugen A gebrauchen, um

und Kraft EF viel zuschreiben, und also In dem us der Quelle selbst schöpfen? Ich wenIıgstens
pelagianiıschen rrthum stecken; besorgen doch kann nıcht einsehen, da{ß Leute Ursach agen

hätten, da{fß S1C die Wahrheit nıcht finden könnten,erfahrne rer. da{fß manche In der Praxı selbst
Pelagianer sSınd, und wol weıter gehen möchten als denen die ZWC  TOSSCH Quellen derselben, emlich
eclagıus. Vernunft und Offenbarung, nıcht llein eyen

13 Karl Heinrich VO Ogatzky, The Tafe of Charles Gebrauch angepriesen, sondern die noch dazu
Henry V. Bogatzky, 1ITans Samuel|l ackson on ermahnet und gebeten werden, solche mıiıt em
1856 156-157 erman orıginal: Karl Heıinrıich Fleisse Z.Uu gebrauchen, und nıchts ZU glauben, W das

Bogatzky, Karl Heinrıch VDoNn Bogatzky’s Lebenslauf, A4US denenselben nıcht fliesset. IDiese Ermahnung
ılım selbst beschrieben: Für die Lauebhhaber SCLNET thun an hre Zuhörer alle rechtschaffene eolog]

Schriften UN als EIN Beytrag DUV Geschichte der ın der protestantischenT
Spenerschen theologıschen Schule herausgegeben 7% Gustav Frank (ed:) Das Toleranz-Patent
(Halle: Waisenhausbuchhandlung, 1801 Kaıser Joseph Urkun  1Ci Geschichte SELNEV
Bogatzky, The Life of Charles ENTY Bogatzky, Entstehung UN SCINEV Folgen Vienna 1882 3/
157 ‘UÜberzeuget einerseıts VON der Schädlichkeit alles

13 Hermann Samue|l Reimarus, Fragmente des GewIissenszZwanges und andererseıits VO  - dem SrOS-
Wolfenbüttelschen Ungenannten, ed Gotthold SCIH Nutzen, der für die elig10n und den Staat AUN

Ephraim Lessing Berlin 1784). einer wahren christlichen Toleranz ENtSpriNgeEt....
einer“Zweytes Fragment: Unmöglichkeit Paul Sadover, The Revolutionary Emperor: Joseph

Offenbarung, dıe alle Menschen auf ıne gegruün- of Austrıa (New York on Books, 1967
dete glauben könnten.’ 151

15 25“Vıertes Fragment: Da{iß dıe Bücher nıcht Sadover, The Revolutionary Emperor, 1653
geschrieben worden, iıne Religion offenbaren Erich Beyreuther, Dıie Erweckungsbewegung
Reımarus, Fragmente des Wolfenbüttelschen (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck und uprecht, 197 7)
Ungenannten, 298 “GeEWISS, WIr auch keinen 31

25 Friedrich Wılhelm Edictweılteren STO bey der Auferstehung Jesu hätten, 1 ‘Merkwürdiges
ware dieser EINZISE, da{fß sıch nıcht Offentlıc Seiner Königlıchen Majestät VO  —; Preussen; die

sechen lassen, Jlein SCHUS, alle Glaubwürdigkeıit Religionsverfassung In den preussischen Staaten
davon über den Haufen FA werfen: weiıl sıch in betreffen: In ÄActen, YTRUNGAEN UN Nachrichten
wigkeıt nıcht mıiıt dem Zwecke, WAarum Jesus soll ZUV EUE. Kırchengeschichte (Weiımar 1788 461
ın dıe Welt gekommen SCYH, USamımıcn reimen 463 Wır FEriedrich Wiılhelm, ON Gottes Gnaden
lässet. Es 1St IN orheıt, er den Unglauben der Könıg VO  —_ Preussen, thun un und fügen hiıermit
Menschen agen und SCUTIZEN, ihnen die jedermann WISSeEN, dafß, achdem Wır lange VOIL

VUeberführung nıcht geben kann, welche die Sache Unserer IThronbesteigung bereits eingesehen und
elbst, nach gesunder Vernunft, nothwendig erheis- bemerket aben, WI1IE nöthig dereinst ur  C:
chet.? nach dem Exempel nserer Durchlauchtigsten
Reimarus, Fragmente des Wolfenbdüttelschen Vorfahren, besonders aber Unsers ın Gott ruhenden
Ungenannten, 298 Girosvaters Majestät, darauf edacht SCYH, da{fß In

18 August Wılhelm Friedrich Sack, Vertheidigter den preufßischen Landen dıe christliche elig1io0n der
Glaube der Chrısten Berlın 1773 Z *] dIie protestantischen Kirche ıIn ihrer alten ursprünglı-
Verdorbenheit der Sıtten haf sıch eıder nıcht hen Reinigkeit und Aechtheit erhalten.
Jein auf en Seiten ausgebreitet und fast alle Friedrich Wılhelm I1 ‘Merkwürdiges Edıict)
Bescheidenheit und NscChu verdrengt, sondern 469-47/() Wır bereits einıge Te VOT MSerer

1St auch eine ANZC chaar Unglaubigen Thronbesteigung mıt Leidwesen bemerkt aben,
und SOgCNANNTLEN Frey-Geistern iUunzer aufge- da{fß manche Geistliche der protestantischen
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Kırche sıch Sal1Z zügellose Freiheıiten, in Absıcht Kant, “Was 1St u  ärung’, 488 er sollte
des Lehrbegrifs iıhrer Confession, erlauben; VCTI- nıcht eine Gesellschaft ON Geistlichen, Wa iıne
schiedene wesentliche Stücke und Grundwahrheiten Kirchenversammlung, oder eine chrwürdıige Klassıs
der protestantischen T und der christlichen (wıe S1C sıch unftfer den Holländern selbst nennt)
eligion überhaupt wegläugnen, und ın iıhrer berechtigt se1N, sıch e1ıdlıch un einander auf In
Lehrart einen Modeton annehmen, der dem Ge1st ZCWISSES unveränderliches Symbol zZU verpflichten,
des wahren Christentums völlig zuwıider Ist, und die ine unaufhörliche Obervormundscha über
Grundsäulen des aubens der Chrısten amnl n jedes iıhrer Gilieder und vermuittelst iıhrer über das
wankend machen würden. Man entblödet sıch 'olk Z.U führen, und diese Og verewigen?
nicht, die EIENAdEN: längst widerlegten Irrthümer Ich 5 das 1St SAallZ unmöglıch. Eın olcher
der Socıinlaner, Neisten, Naturalisten und anderer Kontrakt, der auf ımmer alle weltere ufklärung
Secten mehr wıederum aufzuwärmen, und solche VO Menschengeschlechte abzuhalten gescCchlossen
MIt vieler Dreistigkeit und unverschämtheıt üUrc würde, 1st schlechterdings nu und NICcHhUS).
den ausserst gemissbrauchten Namen: Aufklärung, 35 Johann August Urlsperger, An Address All
unfer das 'olk auszubreıten; das Ansehen der ibel, SINCEVE promotßrs of the Kıngdom of God, Resident
als des geoffenbarten Wortes Gottes ımmer mehr In England, CONCETNANG the Establıshment of Üan
herab würdıigen, und diese göttlıche Urkunde ASSOCLALLON fOr Hromoting, vındıcatıng An vevVLVINAder Wohlfahrt des Menschengeschlechtes ZU VCI- Chriıstianıty In ıts fundamentalurı In knowledgealschen, Z.UuU verdrehen, oder dl wegzuwerfen; and practice on 1780 8') SCC also Johannden auben Aln die Geheimnisse der geoffen-
barten eligion überhaupt, und vornehmlıc all

August Urlsperger, °Etwas UL achdenken und
ZUT krmunterung für Freunde des Reiches Gottes’

das Geheimnifi des Versöhnungswerks und der In Staehelin (ed:); Dite ChristentumsgesellschaGenugthuung des Welterlösers den Leuten VOGE* In der Zeıt der Aufklärung UN der beginnendendächtig oder doch überflüßig, mıthın S1E darınn irre
machen, und ufdiese Weıse dem Christenthum Erweckung: Texte AUU$ Brıefen, Protokollen UN

Publıkationen (Base Friedrich Reinhardtauf dem OoOden gleichsam Hohn Z.U 907-99bieten
D hristopher ar The Iron ıngdom: The Rıse Stachelin, Christentumsgesellschaft,

Urlsperger, Address,an OWNTA: of Prussıia, ()-19 (New York 38 Urlsperger, Address,Pengunmn OOks, 2006 2Z0 39 Urlsperger, Address,28 ıte: In Guy Stanton Ford, Ollner är the
Prussıan Religi0us Edict of 1788, art E  „ The Friedrich ONn Hardenberg, ] die hristenheit oder

Europa?’ ın Paul Kluckhohn aM Samue!lAmerıcan Hıiıstorical EDLEW 524 €dS:); Dze EVYRE Friedrich VDonNn Hardenbergs vol29 Immanuel Kant, ‘Beantwortung der rage Was 1St
Aufklärung?” Berlınısche Monatsschrıft @l /84) 48 (Stuttgart: ohlhammer, O7 507-525
494 4 | ° Der anfänglıche Personalhafß den :

3() lıschen auben gng allmählıg ıIn Hafß SCHCH dıeKant, “Was 1St u  ärung’, 49 ] ‘Eın Fürst, der 1ibel, den christlichen Glauben und end-seiner nıcht unwürdig ndet. SdagCH; dafß
für Pflıcht |emphasıs In orıginal alte ıIn der ıch SAl SCHCH die elig10n über. och mehr

Religionsdingen den Menschen nıchts vorzuschre1l- der Religions-Ha dehnte sıch schr natürlıch und
folgerecht uf alle Gegenstände des EnthusiasmusDEN, sondern ihnen darın VO Freiheit ZUuU lassen.

31 Kant, “Was 1St u  ärung  w  b 487 achdem S1C iıhr dU>S verketzerte Fantasıe und Sıttlichkeit
Hausvıech ZUuUEeTrST dumm emacht haben und SUOIS- und Kunstlıebe, Zukunft und Vorzeıt, SETZTE den
fältig verhüteten, da{fß diese ruhigen Geschöpfe Ja Menschen iın der Reihe der Naturwesen NT oth

oben d} und machte dıe unendliche schöpferischekeinen Schritt aufßer dem Gängelwagen, darın S1C
S1C einsperreten, WdBCH durften zeigen SIE ihnen Musık des eltalls einförmigen Klappern einer

ungeheuren u  C dıe VOINN Strom des Tafallsnachher dıe Gefahr, dıe ihnen drohe_t, WCINN S1C
getrieben und auf ıhm schwimmend, ıne Mühle Aln

372
versuchen, Nein gehen
Kant, “Was 1St Aufklärung  9 497 “Ich habe den sıch, ohne Baumeiıster und Müller und eigentlich
Hauptpunkt der ufklärung, dıe des usganges 1n achtes Perpetuum mobiıle, ine sich selbst mahl-
der Menschen us ihrer selbst verschuldeten ende Mühle SCY. Hardenberg, “Christenheit oder

Europa’,Unmündigkeıt, vorzüglıch Relıgionssachen
|emphasıs In original | SESCIZEL: wei1ıl berdem ‘“Account of the Basle MI1ss10nary Soclety’ iın The
auch Jjene Unmündigkeit, WI1EC die schädlichste, Missıonary Magazıne, For T80Z, Periodical
also uch die entehrendste unftfer allen 1St. Monthly Publıcatıon NTENAE: Repository of

33 Kant, “Was 1St u  ärung)’, 48 1 “dapere aude! DDDiscussion AaAn Intelligence Respecting the Progress
abe Murt 1chn deines e1LgeneEN Verstandes edie - of the Gospel Throughout the OT (Edinburgh:
nen!” Rıtchie, 295-299

ET 155


