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suggesting how Christians MaYy lıve In ıght of the OM- Jüdische Pilgerschaft, Keisen und Verkehr [Die Autorıin
plexıty nd pluralıty of interpretation whıiıle embracıing argumentiert zugunsten eıner en Mobilität VOT] en
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.  .Ronald Mıiıchener,
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COmparıson wıth ther ancıent SIOUDS such earlyThis volume begins with excellent of trave| In the Christians:

ancıent world, In particular ıt Jewish travel In Ancıent Christians AL consıdered have beenthe first GIX centuriıes (FE Hez7ser then describes In detail
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rade) She arsUuecs for high mobility of ancıent EWS and factor In the disseminatıion and eventual ‘triuumph’ of
Chrıstianity. Jews, the other anı dIC commonlyIts significance for the INIC movemen This eTtfaınle:

analysis Iso 1gl ancıent Christian trave!l and Its hought have been rather sedentarYy, wıth OCa!
communıitıes gathere: around rabbis who WEIC fam-significance for the structural|l and theological formation of ıly-men an engaged in ocal trades.* Book Reviews *  ing and applying the Bible. Rather than making the fatal  n.Chr. Hezser gibt dann eine detaillierte Beschreibung  move of biblicism’s idolatry of propositions or liberal-  der Infrastruktur und materiellen Basis dieser Reisen  ism’s demythologisation of Christian stories, Smith calls  (Straßennetz, Gastfreundschaft, Land- und Seewege).  for a reoriented Christ-centred reading of the entire  Sie untersucht dabei, inwieweit das Thema Reisen einen  Bible in all its genres.  literarischen Niederschlag in jüdischen Quellen gefunden  Chapters six and seven point the way forward by  hat (narrative Tradition, die Halakhah des Reisens,  suggesting how Christians may live in light of the com-  jüdische Pilgerschaft, Reisen und Verkehr). Die Autorin  plexity and plurality of interpretation while embracing  argumentiert zugunsten einer hohen Mobilität von Juden  a Christological hermeneutic. If the main thrust of the  in der Antike und was dies für die rabbinische Bewegung  bedeutet. Die detaillierte Studie beleuchtet auch das  Bible is pointing us to Jesus, believers can more easily  accept that the Bible will not always be clear or obvious  Reisen im Christentum der Antike und dessen Bedeutung  at every juncture. For Smith, this truth need not drive us  für die strukturelle und theologische Entwicklung des  Christentums.  toward despair, but rather should lead us to embrace the  often forgotten ‘mystery’ of a God who is beyond our  RESUME  mere understandings. Chapter seven continues Smith’s  debunking of biblicism’s reductionist foundationalism,  Cet ouvrage debute par une excellente presentation de ce  qu’6taient les voyages dans le monde antique, en parti-  while calling for a critical realism that fosters interpre-  tive humility instead of the binary polarisations of bibli-  culier les voyages effectues par les Juifs au cours des six  cism. Here, Smith seems to cut himself short, as he does  premiers si&cles de notre &re. L’auteur decrit en detail  les conditions materielles de ces voyages (le r&seau rou-  not fully develop (nor does he intend to) a theory of  interpretation, inspiration or epistemology. Critical real-  tier, l’hospitalit&, les moyens de locomotion terrestres et  maritimes) et 6tudie leur representation litt&raire dans  ism itself is a river with several tributaries, and leaves  one wondering if such interactive “critical’ practices will  les sources juives (les traditions narratives, la halakah des  voyages, les pelerinages juifs, les voyages et le commerce).  genuinely evade the interpretive polarisations Smith is  seeking to avoid.  Elle montre la tr&s grande mobilit& des Juifs de cette &poque  All in all, Smith’s book is a provocative and engaging  et en analyse l’importance pour le mouvement rabbinique.  Cette 6tude detaille&e apporte aussi un Eclairage sur les  starting point for evangelical scholars and churchmen  who wish to seriously consider the fragmentation and  voyages des chretiens dans l’antiquite& et montre comment  cela a contribue ä la formation structurelle et th&ologique  healing prospects for contemporary evangelicalism and  du christianisme.  its view of Scripture.  *  *  *  *  Ronald T. Michener,  Leuven, Belgium  This comprehensive monograph by the professor of  Jewish Studies at the School of Oriental and African  Studies (SOAS), University of London, examines ‘*how  Jewish Travel in Antiquity  ancient Jewish scholars and merchants overcame obsta-  cles, maintained contacts with distant colleagues, and  Catherine Hezser  crossed the boundaries into enemy territory to pursue  TSAJ 144; Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2011;  their interests’ (Preface). With care and erudition, she  x + 529 pp. €139, cloth; ISBN 978-3-16-150889-9  challenges the idea that ancient Jews were closely bound  SUMMARY  to one country and not particularly mobile, at least in  comparison with other ancient groups such as early  This volume begins with an excellent survey of travel in the  Christians:  ancient world, in particular as it concerns Jewish travel in  Ancient Christians are  considered to have been  the first six centuries CE. Hezser then describes in detail  very mobile, as wandering charismatics in Roman  the material basis of such travel (road network, hospitality,  Palestine and the Eastern Mediterranean and as mis-  the means of land and sea travel) and examines the literary  sionaries in various parts of the Roman Empire, and  representation of travel in Jewish sources (narrative tradi-  this mobility is believed to have been an important  tions, the halakhah of travel, Jewish pilgrimage, travel and  trade). She argues for a high mobility of ancient Jews and  factor in the dissemination and eventual ‘triumph’ of  Christianity. Jews, on the other hand, are commonly  its significance for the rabbinic movement. This detailed  analysis also sheds light on ancient Christian travel and its  thought to have been rather sedentary, with local  communities gathered around rabbis who were fam-  significance for the structural and theological formation of  ily-men and engaged in local trades. ... The assumed  Christianity.  immobility has traditionally been associated with an  ZUSAMMENFASSUNG  inward focus: Jews mostly met and socialized with  Dieser Band beginnt mit einem hervorragenden Überblick  fellow-Jews... (1).  über Reisen in der Welt der Antike, insbesondere über  In the Introduction Hezser describes the increased  Reisen im Judentum in den ersten sechs Jahrhunderten  mobility of the inhabitants of the Roman and Byzan-  174 ° EIT212Ihe assumedChristianity. iımmobiılıty n1as tradıtionally -  been assocı1ated wıth aln

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG iınward focus: Jews mostly MmMet and socıjalızed with
| )Ieser Band beginnt mit einem hervorragenden UÜberblick fellow-Jews (1
über Reisen In der Welt der Antike, insbesondere über In the Introduction Hezser describes the increased
Keisen Im Judentum In den ersten sechs Jahrhunderten mobilıty of the inhabitants of the Ooman nd Byzan-
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tine empires in the first five centurıies of the Common and non-Jews (3
Era The WdYS in which ancıent Jews particıpated
OL refraıned from partıcıpatıng ıIn thıs mobility become

The volume closes wıth bıbliography nd al index
of references an subjects. It offers FEeSN, and excellent,clear hrough combinatıon of lıterary, epıgraphic and detailed analysıs of ancıent CWIS. travel that leaves lıttle

other materı1al SOUTCCS She discusses the AafLe of these critique. In addıtion [O discussıng ancılent Judaısm, Its
SO and the methodological challenges they DOSC, wiıdespread mobilıty and Ifs sS1igNINCANCE for the rabbinıc
nd che provides excellent SUFVCVS of research ON mobil- lıterature, Hezser’s study also cheds 1g OI1 the MO
Ity In Graeco-Roman and eanlv Christian sOCIety and ON ILy involved in Christian mi1ss1ıon ıIn the first S1IX centurıies.
Jewısh mobilıty in antıquity. One might ad of the earhest Christian MI1SSION-

Her fOcus 15 ON mobilıty ON the part of Jews in Hel- fforts the picture, they WCIC undertaken bylenıistıic nd OmMan Palestine ıtself ell between Jewish Christians, first and foremost ON£ them Saul
Palestine aM the Dıiaspora, especılally far EgYypt, of Tarsus. Ihe infrastructure and condıtions of21 and
Syria, Rome an Babylonia AL concerned. She describes SCa travel iın the Near Asf WOULU have been simılar,the signıficance of thıs ollows ‘Whether, how. arge CEXLIENT, for all inhabıitants of the region.and what CXTENTE particular of the ancıent TIhe infrastructure and condiıtions described here
Jewısh populatıon WEIC mobile has ımportant implica- would also have applıed Christian piılgrıms travellingHONS and CONSCYUCI1ICCS for OUr understandıng of the In the Near AaSt during the per10 surveyed Here: in
transmıssıon of owledge aMONSL Jews nd the cul- partıcular and wıthın Palestine; for A recent SULPVCYtural exchange between Jews an non-Jews In antıquıity” SC{ Penth, Dıie Reıse nach Jerusalem: Pılgerfahrten(1£) INS Heılıge TLand Geschichte rzählt (Darmstadt:In the first Dart, Hezser describes the materı1al basıs Primus, 2010); for collection of the MOS ancılentof Jewısh travel ın antıquıty cConsisting of patıal
perceptlons, the road network, the CXTICHT and S1gN1f- repOrTS of ilgrıms il Donner, Pılgerfahrt INS

Heılıge Land. IDe äÄltesten Berıichte chrıstlıcher Paldstı-of hostels, road stat10ns nd private hospitality, napılger (4 . Jahrhundert), Aufl (Stuttgart: KBthe INCalls of land travel and the EXTEI nd significance
of SCa travel, ın order SULVCY the travelling Opt10ns 2002 They also affecte: bıshops and other Christian

eaders travelling wıthın through Palestine, SynNOdSs,1E ancılent Jews had 'art LWO addresses the lıterary councıls, Apresentation of mobilıty In ancılent Jewish Hirst WOUL be intrıguıng apply the mater1al of thısthe narratıve depiction of mobilıty ın Jewish narratıve
nd then the ALd. of travel, the 4Ala|  1C study of Jewish mobilıty the existence nd develop-

of the Christian COUuU OC play JIlregulatiıons relatıng particular aAaSPCCTS of travel. Gse Hezser’s words quoted above claım sımilarly that theregulatıons ddress °the maJor 1SSUES and problems that
Jewısh travellers might have encountered during DET'Y FANsSMLSSLON, collection an eventual composttion of

the 15 ASE. mobılıty and networkıng AMONGSTCONSCQUCNCEC of theır Journeys. Sınce almost all ASPCCLS ecarly Christian cCommunıtıes and eaders iın the Easternof ally lıfe V  v relıg10usly signıficant for rabbis, theır Mediterranean ıIn the Airst [WO centurıies”? Ihe 1SsSuUEeadvıce for PTFrODCI rel1g10us lıfestyle Iso NnNCIuUdE: the
INaYy be raised regardıng the r1se and development ofsıtuatiıon of travellers, ng cultic, ECONOMIC, aMn carly Catholicısm and of later Chrıiıstian orthodoxy.family aASPCCLS Into account’ (197/) IThe author (80)05

ludes that “Ihe vecrY phenomenon of such an extfen- Hezser recently served the editor of the excellent
SIVe and intrıcate discussıon of travel-related 1SSUES Oxford an  00 0  EW1SI aıly Lafe In Roman Pal-

esStINeE Oxford: Oxford Unıiversity Press, 2010 yhıchindicates that mobilıty constituted al ımportant aSPCCL offers the SdI1lle benenfnts.of daily ıfe tor ancıent rabbis and theır CONLTEMPOTFA-
1es (197) After thıs, Hezser studies the references V1  0 Stenschke

Bergneustadt, Germanytravel between the and of Israel an Babylonı1a iın ate
Antiquity, the nt and signıfıcance of Jewish ilgrım-
dSC ın antıquıty, the mobilıty of women nd the relatıon
between travel and trade Herman Bavınck: Pastor, Churchman,TIhe concluding chapter addresses the close 1n Statesman, and Theologıanbetween ‘Mobilıty and the Rabbinıic Movement’.
Hezser OTESs that Ron Gleason

the verYy transm1ss1OnN, collection, and eventual COM New Jersey: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing
posıtıon of rabbinıc works 15 A4SE| OIl mobilıty nd Company, 2010, XVI 5 1 Ipp,
networking AMONSSL rabbıs wıthın Palestine nd pb, SBN 978-1-59638-080-6
between Palestine and Babylonı1a In ate antıquıty.
1N1C SOCIELY ın partiıcular and Jewısh SOCIeEtLY In RESUME
eneral al be understood properly only ıf mobility 15 Voicı Ia premiere biographie COUVrant Ia totalite de Ia VIEe de
recognızed the basıs of COomMMuUuUNICaAtION and intel- Herman Bavinck, ”auteur de Ia Gereformeerde Dogmatiek
ectual exchange amMONgSL Jews and between Jews recemment traduite anglais. auteur explore ’arriere-
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