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Stephen Dray

recently had conversatıon wıth older col- ave in mınd individual wh: Was MT Dy
eague who 15 sen10r an respected figure in uUuro- representative of larger body, ogether wiıth
DCaN evangelicalısm. He complained that hıs intimidating ‘heavy of large European evangeli-
experience of evangelicalısm in kurope 15 that It cal grouping wh: NOtOr10uUSs for late and dis-
15 1U Dy oligarchıes wh: ften uUusc theır CI- ruptive arrıval meetings and another, sımılarly
hases bully, crush and dictate: ften displayıng large national denominatıon wh seeck control
SCANT evidence of integrity and rarely, ıf ever, actıng the reSst of Europe by dint of theır considerable
ıIn lıne with truth righteousness. Basically, OC ‘weight’ and of graVvitas.. and ll readıly
might conclude, significant ArCcCas of kuropean FESOTrT lıes ıf ıt Sunts. think of national Church
(even global) evangelicalısm aATrCc sick NIiO death wh: marginalised and DUut under Dy

ese WEeEeIC made by OMINCOIIC others grounds of national politics. recall the
individual wh: Was removed from evangelıcalwhom regard 4S the MOST SraCIOUS and

generous-minded people know; they CaNNOL, semıinarYy for whistle-blowing the grounds of
therefore, be dismissed N the words of bitter expediency rather than Justice an! truth. hen

cantankerous spırıt. Moreover, they VE en there the immoral invented STIruCTILUres and
procedures that ATIC devised protect theechoed in personal experience an the testimonYy

of ther internationally-respected eaders. Briefly, and dispose of those whose prophetic VO1CES
then, WAanTt explore the WdY these oligarchies uncongenıal the power-brokers whose words
manıfest themselves and what implications might threaten breakdown of the STAaLUs qJUO FEGECHT

Ssıtuation known W as described N Stalinist 1nftollow for European evangelıcal theologlans.
Evangelıcal instıtutiOons arCc, frequently and the WdY that indıivıdual had en pursued and

almost inevitably, INCEStUOUS. Those wh: become found gullty DYy the SYSTCM... oug attempt
the ın people ar often, dictated through the CL the c  errant  9 individual imprisoned failed

because of the integrity of the ocal police!network of existing known and friends. In
and of itself, there 15 nothing sinıster about thıs ıf Such sStOr1es abound 8 the surface of European
IT 15 undertaken Dy indivıduals and ZSTOUDS wh: arc evangelicalısm 15 but lıghtly scratched. No OIC

actıng wıth integrIity. Working wiıth the °devil? YOU wh: has had dealıngs wıth denominational
know 15 ften better than wiıth the ONC YOU do NO  m+ and trans-denominational international ABCI1-
However, 1t Call become MOTC sinıster. recently c1es will register the least surprIise. BU  — thıs 15 NOT

had I11Y attention drawn the fact that large the Gospel of Jesus.
regional aSsOcClatıon of British denomıiınatıon had estern ‘theology’ (including ItSs evangeli-
appointed the central councıl of the denomıiına- cal manıfestation) has developed something of
t10N INan in the Hrst VYCal of hıs pPastOr- scholastıc ‘disciplinary” character; dictated Dy the
ate Many ther potential and highly experienced expectations of post-enlightenment perspectives.
and (at least)) equally gifted candıdates existed for Ihıs has, almost inevitably, drıven wedge between
this VaCaNCcY... but the man ’s father held the pursult of God and the pursult of the knowl-

SEN1Or executive role at the “centre). It WasSs NOT edge of God Status and standıng 15 grounded NOT

diıtfhcult detect the of fast-track PFOCCSS ın whom know but what know. T'hıs, Su$-
seN10r position, irrespectıve of oifting track- SCSL, has fostered the SOTFT of unredeemed conduct

record. Simply the famıly and face tfe that has een described above; for OUr theologıis-
Such oligarchies then ave 1T of usıng Ing has NOT reached the affections and the will

STIructures CIISUTE inheres with them and Sımply PUC, the challenge Want Put ere 15
uUusSc conceivable method CMNSUTIC others that unless theological and spirıtual formatıon
knocked iInto lıne 0)8 removed. decreCcy and hand 1t hand, OUr praxIıs will ADC the world and,

ack of LFaANSPAFCNCY 1S frequent accompanıment. Dut It bluntly, heaven help us!
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