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result 15 beautifully composed introduction ONC of WOT.| involves "strange hiddenness (115): and wrIıt-
the richest eologic mınds of OUr generation. Ing 1S NOT for assertion comprehension, but Put for-

Ort enough be read 1ın single sıttıng, the ward WaY OPDCI1 oneself what 15 SLraNgC and
volume 15 perhaps best read serl1es of brief,; unch- unfamılıar Dn 122)
break sized meditations. prologue at the eginnıng the above lıtany9yers te the ofa
and interlude in the mıddle Oft chapters describe Wiıl- theology that arrıves at the Samıc terı and discontinu-
l1ams’ poetic grappling wıth the STrTaANgCNESS ofNS in Ity Karl arth S: yeL In Journey that works from the
three famous paıntings Resurrect1ion, V1 Pantocra- uzzles of Or  ary human relatiıonshıps u rather than
LOT and Our Lady of AdLMAr. ese NOLT only from Irınıtarıan logic down (6 However, ın spıte of
ame and mbellish the chapters, but also reinforce these FCSONANCCS, Myers 15 NOT interested In reconcıl-
Myers presentation of ıllıams apophatıc and Ing ıllıams wıth Barth; the CONTrarYy, är OMNC pomnt
poetic theologian invested In teasıng OutTt the bounda- he shows where ıllıams misreads ar ther, the

1llıams yers mind LOO orıginalICS of language Thıs impulse 15 Gr intimated wıth
PIthy ine from OC of ıllıams introduciıng be framed in ight of alıy OC theologian. Theologi

each chapter. qually ımportant for framıng these chap- ans such aS5 Augustine, Sergius Bulgakov and adımır
LerS, ıllıams’ theology 15 sa1d fall Into three TOAQ| Lossky MUST play important roles in the discussion,

well the influences of Dostoevsky, Eliot, ON:per10ds early period dominated by Wıttgenstein-
lan question regardıng language and sOClality, mıddle MacKınnon, Irıs Murdoch and Giıllıan Rose.
per10 dominated Dy Hegelian question egardıng qually embellishing the volume and accenting the
socı1al order, and later perl10« dominated by Freud- theme yers introductory and OCCa-

sional narratıve smatterings of Wılliams’ unconventional1an question egardıng human desıire. ese questions
CINCISC rou wıthın the early, mı  C and late chap- ıfe orn and raısed in the off-beat town of Swansea,
Cers, thereby connecting the chapters developments Wales, Iness prevented normal childhood At Cam
wiıithin Wılliams’ hought ridge he Was drawn overlooked, unusual MenTfor

(Donald McKinnon) and chose study the 11-In what WdY, then, OC€s ıllıams heology sketch
NOT only Christ > but, indeed, faıth that onal heology ofussl1an rthodoxy. In debates wiıthiın
15 characterised strange? Among the WaVYS the Anglıcan Communi10on, ıllıams Str1ves ethink
Myers elhicıts this theme iın ıllıams work dIC the fol mMatters, offering unusual, controversıal STancCces Behind
lowıing: ıllıams replaces the famılıar estern A4UTONO- all of this, Myers detects the development of poetIic
IM OUS self wıth od vulnerable apophatıc umanı methodology 1in ıllıams 1t of examınıng things
(18); God 18 portraye working hrough the tragedy until what Was famılıar becomes Strangc (xu, 2 ven

the pıcture the OV! of the book plays into thıs bıoand the foolıshness of the Ö  5 NOL the am logic
of natural law objective (27); the resurrection graphical theme, presenting curi0usly earded clerıic
15 SC PCrMaNCNtT disturbance, something distinct wiıth OVCISIOWNJN eyebrows an rather arge wooden
from normal history (30); the Church 15 characterised around hıs eck

thou NOLT ll be in agrecemenNt wıth the Varı-born 1n trauma and existing ın rupture an: discontinu-
ILy (Sl): the 1g of Christ 15 epicte makıng OC OUuSs elements of ıllıams heology (thıs reviewer Was

stranger flımsy, constructed self (S2); the work not), undoubtedly readers ll be delighted Dy thıs
of T1S 15 SCCI1 strangıng from en WOT'! graceful and clear portrait of one of the MOST significant

CONLCMPOFCACY eologians.(S3): T1S AaDPDCAaIs the NOL SUOIINCOINIC amıl-
1ar, but StTranger who robs of OUTr standard USCc of Robert Covolo
language (34, 121); rather than supporting uncrit1- Pasadena, Calıfornia
cal repetition of formulae, orthodoxy MNSS OUuUTt the
SLTANSCNCSS of famılıar Scripture and tradıtion (46); aTt

CVCIV of the church’s Journey, the gospel 15 sa1d
become "stranger and TOTC dıfhcult? (49); saınts aAaTrc Relıgıon an the Pa lıc Yder of the European

Put orward unbalanced indıividuals whose weird- Unı0n
Ronan McCreaness’ demonstrates the Strange WOT| of God > 104);

eschatology omething radically NCW, future ()xford Oxford University Press, 2010; 214 PP,that 15 "strange and unforeseen)” (96); PFaycr 15 c  stam-
merıng, hopelessly inefhcient anguage where aATC
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UMMARYsaturated wıth meanıng such that makes

God SLTaANSC (LO1: 103); ın confession recognise OUuTr This book explores the nature of the relationship between
endency make ourselves strangely dıstorted (108); religion and politics In the Varlous member states of the
Aart 15 credited wıth opening the SLraNgCENESS of the uropean Union Ronan McCrea provides thoughtful
WOT! thereby overthrowiıng OUr iıdolatrous fantasıes and helpful anıswers the questions provoke DV this
(1 1'} holiness 15 claımed be recognısıng the "strange topic. KeCcognNIsINg that variety of ıneren approaches
objectivity” of God 1123 Christ’s ın thıs EXIS within the European Union from the established
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urches of Gireece and Denmark the ONe hand the TthOdOoxX Church 1 Greece Some other
ave pluralıstic MO!| The Netherlands do NOT haveAappreSSIVC secularism of France the other ( rea

highlights that traditions play prominent roles the State Church but rel1ıg10us chools AaVe the Samnıc ng
relationship of religion and politics | countries: SPECU- choaols and TECCIVEC considerable eVe of
larısm and set of historic uropean Christian traditions funding Finally, there aICc also COuUNTfrıes wıth
cCrea supports the equal treatment of religions within policy of STT1ICT secularısm In France there attach
the but ODDOSECS Iıct secularism the rounds that MentT of religion pu 1N!  ns headscarves for
religion Christiani include: has contributed profoundlIy example banned from French choaols

uropean cultural dentity ccording cCirea tradıtions AdIC influential
the Current POLLCY of the European Unıion towards

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG relıgion On the ONC hand there the secularıst tradı
| Jas vorliegende Buch erforscht das Wesen der Beziehung L10N Thanks the 15C of humanısm the Enlıghten-zwischen Religion und 'olitik den verschiedenen Mit- MentTL the French Revolution an secularısatıon Europegliedsstaaten der Europäischen nıon onan McCrea the MOST secularised CONTIUNENT On the other hand
hietet wohlüberlegte und hilfreiche Antworten auf die Europe Chrıistian tradıtıon still influential thoughdurch dieses Thema aufgeworfenen Fragen Fr eilß ohl
dass ES viele unterschiedliche Ansätze innerhalb der FUuro- Chrıistianity has OSt ITS hegemonic pOS1IULON Europe

due secularısatıon IMany member STAaTtESs Mal
päischen Unıon gibt Vo  - den etablierten Kirchen (ine- theiır COChrıstian tradıtiıons Christianity has CONUNUMNSchenland und MDänemark His hin ApprESSIVEN role the natıonal identity of SOMNNC COUNTrIES 1n of
Säkularismus Frankreich |)er Autor hbetont dass WEe] the State urches but also of the natıonal flags ofSOMIC
Traditionen eInNe herausragende Rolle der Beziehung COUNTFrıES WN1C CONTLaAlIN ‚ymbols inke: the MUC1-
zwischen Religion und olitik den | ändern der SDIE- Furthermore the Roman Catholic Church has NOT
len Zzu Säkularismus und zAB } anderen CInNe el VCn 1TSs political ambitions especlally when the
historischer christlicher Traditionen Europa Fr unter- ‘life world’ such euthanasıa abor-
STUTZT die Gleichbehandlung der der vertretienen L0N and homosexualıty) aArc discussed Finally, eligıonReligionen lehnt aber strikten Säkularismus mMIt dem has much influence natıonal educatıional SYSLCMS and
Argumen ah dass Religion das Christentum eingeschlos- healthcare PFOVIS1ON}N
Se7[] weitreichenden Beitrag ZUT europäischen kull- cCrea DayS much the polarısed dis-
turellen Identität geleistet hat CUSS10OIN about the preamble the kuropean CONSTILU-

RESUME t1o0N 2003 The Urst draft of thıs preamble contained
reference either God Chrıistianıty SOUTICCCe livre DOUT but explorer Ia nature de Ia relation entre

of kurope cultural heritage only el1g10uUs inher-I9 religion et la politique dans les divers LFtats membres de
nıon Europeenne et apporte des hien refle- iTance general although the civilisations of Greece

and Rome and the Enlightenmen WCIC explicıtly THNECN-chies et pertinentes AdQUX questions UJUC SUSCITEe
McCrea pren compte Ia diversite YU! EXISTEe cel egar tioned Some COUNTFrIES and eligi0us OrganısallONs WEeEIC

therefore VeCrY critical about thıs first draft In thedans I/ Union Européeyn)ne, de I9 (‚rece le Danemark
dont Il Eglise est N  EE €  z Ftat cote, 1a France caracte- VEIS1ON the references Greece Rome an the Enlıght-

eNMENT WCIC deleted C(onservatıve Chrıistians an! SOIICDar UuUNne s6&cularisation apTESSIVE autre mMmontre
staunch secularısts WEeTIC dissatıshe. the latter becauseYue deux traditions Jouent ro  le preemInent dans les

VYdYyS de nıon Europeenne celle de Ia secularisation el the final draft ST1 reference rel1g10us
inheritanceensemble herite des traditions de Lurope chretienne

historique fait avOoCat traıtement egalitaire des McCirea makes interesung observatıons about the
selective USC of secularıst argumcenNts SOMC Europeanreligions SEIN de nıon [T1als ODDOSC esprit de

secularisation strıct alsant valoir YJUC Ia religion chris- legislatıon Some legislators AIC vVeIy concerned about
siam and islamisatıon an IT that their secularHanısme COTMPTIS profondement contribue l’identite
law makıng aiımed solely agalNst the uslım PODculturelle CUTODECNNE latıon In 2006 the CEHITE ng utc Balkenende

yg  yg Adminıiıstration introduced iIMmM1grabhien TEeSTt wıth
elıgıon and the Paublıc Order of the European Un1ı0n ACCOMPANYMN video Ihe test IMM1gFants

INnteresunNg ACCOUNT of the relationship between ANSWCT SOMC about the Netherlands and also
elıgion and politics the of the European about Dutch Immıigrants AI 4S whether
Unıion and the European Unıon general Avolding ecm UMCISION an mackıng ATC aCCEDL-

able and how they WOULU if they WOUundıfferentiated generalisations Ronan cCrea V
thoughtful aAaNSWCT complex questuon Among NCOUNTeEr kissıng SdYy couple Furthermore the

the member STATES of the kuropean Unı}on there instructional video shows footage of CN kıssıng
ONSCHNSUS regardıng the best arrangemen between and ofem: opless bathıng The claım that thıs 1-

church and State Some COUNTfFrıES aVEC State urches grabicn TEST 15 alımed AT Muslıms strengthened Dy the
such the Lutheran Church Denmark and the Fece fact that “Western IMM1grants (from the USA Canada
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Australıa and New caland) CXCMPT. ft-wing poli- obligatory display of crucihixes 1n Italıan choaols
t1cC1ans and opınıon eaders WEeTIC, of COUTSC, VerYy critical violates the rights of non-religious parcnts. In 2011

The utc approac influences other European however, this decisıon Was overruled by the Court  D  S
countrIies: the German STates of Baden-Württemberg Tan: Chamber The member STAates ave the right
and Hessen introduced simıilar iımmıgration CSTS, both uphold theır Christian tradıtions. slam, foreign rel-
focusing OIl 1SSUES SCCH particularly relevant Mus- g10N, apparently has fewer rights
lıms, such question about 9/41: Israel and the Haol- cCrea fundamen  1y equal TreatImMmeEeNT of
CAaust ft-wing politicians WEeEIC critical of these CSTS; the dıfferent eligions He therefore OPDPOSCS aw-mak:
er Beck, member of the Green Party, saıd that Ing that discriminates agalnst Islam an favours Chris:
the Chrıistian democratıc interio0r miınıster of aden- tianıty. On the other hand, he also OPDPDOSCS staunch
Württemberg hımself WOULU lıkely faıl the test because secularısm because elıgıon (including ristianıty)
of his antı-gay POLCY. Besides, the gOoVErNMCNLT of has contributed the cultural identity of Europe. Hıs
Baden-Württemberg openly admitted that the Largets of approac. 15 VCLY thoughtful and hıs study cshould be TEC-

ommended wıth interest 1ın questions aboutthe NCW ımmıgration POLLCY WEIC Muslıms
Church-State 1ssues.Ihe European Unıon and Its member STAaTtes AL ESsSs

secular In theiır approac when Christianity 15 AT stake, Ewout Te1
became VeLY clear iın the AaSCc Lautsı AU), Inıtially, Kampen, Netherlands

the European Court of Human ghts rule: that the
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