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Editorial
Lines of influence hypothetical and real

Pıeter J. Lalleman

In thıs preface Want take point which contaıns 110 pre-Christian parallels the idea of
15 mentioned In the FreVIEeW artıcle Dy Christoph °to touch for healıng). So concluded that thıs
Stenschke which VOU find In thıs 1SSUE. He relates ftorm of healing lıkely orıginated wıth the Christian
how SOTINC CONLCMPOFALY scholars, Davıd Dockery proclamatıon about OUur Lord Jesus, indeed
and 1a{0) DiIieter Sänger, that the proselyte wıth OUur Lord hımself, and that the Hellenistic
baptısm practised by Jews In the time O the New sStOrlı1es about healing by touch WEIC derived from
Testament, probably orıginated later than the bap the preaching of the gospel by the early church.
t1sm of John the Baptıst. Ihe WdYy for thıs VIECW Ihe Samıc 15 probably Irue of the idea f 1LGS-
WAas prepare long tiıme dZO Dy INY famous PIC- urrectlion. Laiberals AaVve long suggested that the
decessor 4S of New Testament AT purgeon’s °Ekaster myth has F  „ that 15 SaV, that
College, George Beasley-Murray, wh In hıs the of the resurrection of Jesus Was mod-
Baptısm Iın the New Testament 1962 showed elled CIM Greek storl1es about dyıng and MSINg
that neıither Phılo 110OT Josephus 11OT ALLYy CONTLTEM- xods and heroes. Once agaın Call legıtimately

Jewiısh writing mentIons proselyte baptısm ask who influenced whom, because the influ-
18-19). Dockery and Sänger 1O far AdS INaV ın fact A been the other WdY round.
SUSSCSL that the line of influence INAaY ıIn fact AVeE ead closely, the pre-  ristian Pagan_n sStorlı1es
been the other WdY round: the practices of John about MNsSINS PCISONS differ in important
and the earliest Christians INaYy aVE influenced the from the gospel of the resurrectlion. COn the ther
development of the CWIS UusSCc of riıtual washing hand, ın the Greek novels from the second GCEN-

hıs suggestion remıinds of something LUr Yy onwards suddenly find heroes MSINS
discovered AS by-product of I Y PhD research. from the dead Why 15 this and why exactly
In the COChristian apocryphal T[EXT that Was study Aat this MOMENT 1ın history? Ihe reading of
Ing, the Acts of John, had ACTOSS5 the 5us Bowersock, Fıctıon 2StOTY: Nero Julıan
gestion that the apostle John healed PCISONS by (Berkeley; on Unıiversıity of Calıfornıia Press,
merely touching them. that 1$ SaV, wıthout USCc 1994 helped SCC that IT 15 NOLT unscholarly
of further rıtuals OTr a1ds. Our Lord Jesus had of SUDDOSC that the Christian gospel early ON had
COUTSC OoOne the SAa Mark 6:56 Matthew consıiderable influence ON the surroundıng culture.
14:36; Mark 5:27 Matthew 02 Luke Whart thıs Jewish deity did, the Greek heroes easıly
0:44) and Paul had followed In hıs footsteps Acts and swiftly imıtated!
19:1 1:12). But IT Was suggested that thıs element Suggestions ike the 11C585 am making eSrE
of the Acts of John showed Hellenistic influence. AIC necessarıly tentatıve. We should always remaın
found that -0)8| the basıs of Otto Weıinreich’s Antıke LICW discoveries and avo1d SCH-
Heılungswunder 1909), 1T Was generally stated ın eralisations. FEach CAsSsCcC has be tudied ON IfSs
the commentarıes that the idea that sımple touch OW.: an lınes of dependence C&n 1ın princıple
Can ave healıng Wi orıginated wıth the Greeks pomnt ın either direction. It would also be
an had been adopted Dy the Christians. W as NOT A4SSUMIC that the oldest orıginal CON-

immediately COonvinced, however, and checked ception 1S necessarily the EeSst BiE the MOST reliable.
Weinreich’s evidence CIr rather. what turned ON Qur God would AVUC Cen quıte capable of reveal-

be the absence of evidence. In fact Was unable Ing hımself In reworking of exIisting materIlals, AS
find ALLYy TE of healings by INETIC touch ndeed often aAVe eecn the ( ASE ıIn Old

before the rse of Christianity. The Greek MaTte- Testament mMes Yet the plcture which arlIses from
ral collected Dy Weinreich and others after hım the three of baptısm, healing and TESUITEC-
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t1ıon that Christianity Was NOT always ON C pleasure that the PFrEeSCNt 1SsuUE
the reCcEeIVINg end TIThe Hiıstory ofReligions School contaıns artıcles ON VCLY diverse countriıes Öf
Was ften GCOrTeCi SCC simılarıties but ItS PICSUD- Europe, Russıa an Belgium. FEach artıcle 1ın ItSs
pPOSIt1ONS about lınes of influence WEIC NOT &- OW: WdY makes important contribution the
sarıly would SUggCSL that LNOTC research authentic flavour of OUuUr Journal. May INa y INOTC
ıIn thıs AICa 1S required. follow.

STUDIES CHRISTIAN HISTORY THOUGHT

Protestant Nonconformity and Christian Missıions
Martın ellings (ed.)

The 1ım of the book 1S explore ‚OMIC of the contributions made Dy Protestant
Nonconformity tOo Christian MI1SSIONS. he OCCasıon of the conference which

SAaVC rıse thıs volume Was the CCENTENACY of the Edinburgh Miıssıonary
Conference of 1910; but the tOpI1CS treated here deliberately NS INOTC widely,

covering MI1SSIONS 1n Briıtain an the wıider world TOM the eighteenth the
twentieth CCNTUFY.

‘Martın ellıngs 15 LO he warmly thanked for gatherıing such ınformatıve an
stımulatıng collectıon apDers. They AVE scholarly AaN: accessibhle, and deserve LO he

wıdely vread.

Alan Sell,; University of Wales Irmıity Saılnt Davıd

“I)hese EISANYS PXAMANE wıth freshness an V190Ur the changına MOTLVDES an attıtudes,
methods and strategıes of the DArLOUS 1SS10N AGENCLES anfOCUSES WLA of the

INEN and who carrıed the Gospel an IntO the homes an INSLLEUTLONS
of Brıtain.
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