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Belgian Protestantism 1TOom the Reformation
the Present

ONcCISse History of ıts Missıon and Unity
Colın Godwın

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG NUur Z protestantische emeinden In Belgien uDerle
Heute gibt nach mehreren Wellen missionarischer

Obwohl eın großer Teil der belgischen Bevölkerung sich Tätigkeit VOTN jenselts des großen Teiches im un
der Verkündigung verschiedener Reformer geöffnet hat, Jahrhundert mehr 16 700 protestantische Gemeinden In
en doch schwere Verfolgung un eıInNne el Vo allen Teilen des | andes. | Jer vorliegende Artikel hietet

Kriegen den belgischen Protestantismus nach dem eınen geschichtlichen UÜberblick über das Wachstum un
Jahrhundert nahezu ausgelöscht. Im ahr 1831 hatten die Herausforderungen des belgischen Protestantismus

UMMARY 1831 there Wele only 7 Surviving Protestant churches
In Belgium. Ooday, after severa| of MIsstONarYy

oug large Dart of the Belgian Dopulation Was actıvity from In the nineteenth and twentieth
receptive the preaching of the Varıous Reformers, centuries, there dIe IMNOTE than 700 Protestant churches
eavVy persecution and serıes of WAarls almost annihilated In all Darts of the COUNITTrY. This article provides history
Belgian Protestantism after the sixteenth CENTUTY. DY of the growt and cChallenges of Belgian Protestantism

e  ,.q

RESUME
protestantes Belgique. Aujourd’hui, SUIte plusieurs

UJne grande partıe de Ia Dopulation elge s’est [11O11- VdsUCS d’activite MmMissıONNaAaITre etrangere dUuxX XIX® el O d
tree receptive 19 predication de divers reformateurs. siecles, Compte Dlus de sept Cents Eglises Dprotestantes
Toutefois, de dures persecutions el UNe serie de gUETTES reparties dans (OUTt le DaYS C et article efrace ’histoire
ont PTESQUE aneantı le protestantısme elge apres le XVIS de E CrolssanCe du protestantisme elge eT des difficultes

rencontrees chemin.siecle. EN 1831 estaılt plus UUC vingt et UNeEe Eglises

Belgium has recently been described Dy promı1- that research avaılable Englısh peakers It also
evangelıcal publicatiıon AdS5 Oone of the MOST includes LrGaFTTNeC AF of the iımportant efforts al

needy countrıies In Kurope, wıth spirıtual Protestant UunIity that have taken place In the YST
apathy and faıth largely banıshed from the public decade of the twenty-frst CCNLUFY.
Sphere‘ hıs INaY be bleak of
Christianity in CONLCEMPOFAFLY Belgium, but few

TIhe Reformation in BelgiumProtestants ıIn Belgium FELUrN days
by. Fuelled by foreign M1SS1ONArY aCtIVItYy, By 1566, approximately 300000 elgians, roughly

the arrıval of ımmıgrant churches and recognıtion 20% of the total population, had afhliated them-
by the Belgian OVErNMECNL, Belgıian Protestantism selves wıth the ideas of the Varıous Reformers:
has 1E VeEr reen StroNger than IT 1S today. Since Martın Luther from Wıttenberg, artın Bucer
much of the history of Belgıan Protestantism has from Strasbourg, Ulrich Zwinglı ftrom Zurich,
been wrıtten In French, thıs seeks make John Calvın of Geneva, an the Anabaptists
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Conrad Grebel and Melchior Hofmann.“* large the tOWN SQUUaALC In July 1564, then her body Was

number of nobles embraced the LICW Faich: SOIMNNC- burned an the ashes thrown Into the river.©
mes Organısıng themselves take control f the aılıng under Dutch flag, A of French
ocal OVErNMENL. But these Protestant advances speakıng Belgıan Protestants emigrated the

NOT mMet with ambivalence by the Catholı1c New KT wiıth the Dutch West Indıa Company
authorities. Belgium had the unfortunate privilege 1ın 1624 an ounded the CIty of New Amsterdam
of SIVINS the Reformation ItSs Irst MartYyrSs ON the island of Manhattan ın the mouth of the

Hudson Rıver. The surroundıng terrıtory betweenJuly E 1525 when monks who had converted
Lutheranısm WEeIC burnt alıve al the stake 1ın the Delaware Rıver and Lake Champlain W ads

the Grande ACO In Brussels for their Reformed named New Belgiıum by the OVErTNMECNL of the
iıdeals. In 1536, the Englishman Wılliam Tyndale, Dutch United Provınces. In 16258, Protestant
who had made IT hıs lıfe’s work SCC the Bible pastor 1ın Manhattan „ “We hold all C(QUT

translated Into Englısh, Was executed aT Vilvoorde, church ervices In French because the maJorıty of
KT Brussels. TIThe interest In Protestant ideas W as the inhabitants ATC Belgian Walloons. ”” In 1664
> however, that the Catholıic authorities the MAanllc of the CIty WasSs changed New ork

when Kıng Charles 11 ofEngland incorporated theWEeEIC limıted in their abıilıty implement rCDICS-
S1Ve aCHONS. Between 1577 and 1585; the CIty terrıtory into hıs orth Amerıican pOsSsESSIONS. ”
of Brussels Was GCalvinıst Republic, and S1S- Belgium Was European battleground ın the
nıhıcant number of other Belgıan Cıtles and seventeenth and eighteenth centurIies; the

of foreign armıes ItSs so1l sometıimes lowed forfollowed, including Ghent, Antwerp, Brugge,
Courtral, Tournaı an Dendermonde ® greater relig10us lıberty, AT least for tiıme Ihe

It Was NOT untiıl the Spanısh Kıng, Phıilıp OE WAars agalnst Kıng LOUuUIS of France AT the
the uke of Alba wıth Spanısh Dut of the eighteenth CCENTLUFCYV for the Spanısh SLUCCCS-

OWN the NeretCs, that the threat of Protestantism S10N brought Englısh LrOODPS Belgium, and under
Was eliminated. In 1585, the Spanish conquered General John Churchiull, uke of Marlborough,
Antwerp an by 1604 the last Protestant rebellion reforms WeIC instituted in favour of Protestants
W as eradicated.* an churches WEIC built hıs peri0d ended in

1715 when Belgium passed under the control of
the Spanısh an Austrıan Habsburgs. Nevertheless,Persecution 4anN! emigration treedom of worship Was granted the soldiers 1n

hıs persecution WAaSs intense that IT almost CM the Varlous Dutch Zarrısons scattered in L[OWNS and
pletely annıhilated Belgian Protestantism. .° Belgıan CIıt1es around the COUNTT V, an Belgıan Protestants
Protestants had choose between persecution and benefhited from the of milıtary chaplaıns
exıle. TIhe aSsTt maJorıty chose eXUe. with between an the worshıp servıices they led In the COUNLFY-
200000 an 225000 leaving Belgium between sıde, however, Protestants st1ll suffered PECISCCU-
1529 and 16530 eır destinations WTG England, tıon IThe last Belgian MarTtYr, Gilles Laurent: Was

Holland, Denmark, Germany and Sweden BYy the Al IDour ıIn 1750 dragged behind horse
end of the sixteenth CCHTUTY; Walloon churches until hıs death.!!
had eeCn started in Holland © Their Reformed
confession ofalt. the Belgıc Confession, Was Or1S- Napoleon and imıted freedomIn  Y wrıtten In French Dy Guy de res

(1789-1830)56/3; who Was born In Mons in what would later
become the Belgian territory.’ Between 1789 an 1850: the Belgian terrıtorlies

Anabaptists WCCIC persecuted IMOTC severely changed hands several times: the United States of
SINCE they lacked the protection of civil W Belgıium, the Austrıan Restoratıion, French 1INVa-
In JTournaı, Michel elehaye WAas decapitated S1ON, annexatıon by France. Religious freedom
with five of hıs COMpan1ONns, despite the FCDU- mirrored the political changes retrturn intoler-
diatiıon of hıs abaptist faıth Marıe Boisiere, ANCC, reedom of relig10n, and the outright ban-

W1dow an mother of chiıldren, would nıng of Protestantism. It Was NOT untiıl Napoleon
NOT reveal the identity of her brethren Dierre that Belgıan Protestantism would officlally become
Tiıtelmas, the INquls1itor, who had cshown legiıtiımate relıgi0n. er the law governing
interest iın the COoMMUNItY despite 1tSs smal[ll S1Z€ of Protestant worshiıp (18 Germinal April Ö,
only few dozen members. She W ds strangled ın 1802), apoleon granted Lutheran an Reformed
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Protestants, including those 1n the Belgian depart- 110 such church existed.'’ BYy the death of Leopold
> tTeedom of worshıip. Nevertheless, the ın 1865, there WEIC Protestant churches in
condıtions for the exercCcıse of Protestant religion the COUNTFY.
WEIC StrICt Consistorial Church requıred 6000
members, number iımpossible obtain In almost

reg1io0n. In Brussels, permission Wds granted Help TOom Europe
establish smaller “Oratory’ because ofthe influ- New growth also C: AA from outsiıde the COUNTTF Y, In

of the church members in the textile trade .!* phases. The rst phase Was the establishment
Ihe Congress of Vıenna in 1814 reunıted of Protestant works in Belgium from ne1ghbouring

the Belgian territories wiıth Holland under Kıng European countrIıes. After the defeat of apoleon,
Wıllıiam AIl under the Dutch king, Protestant British Protestants sought evangelise the COM
churches WEeEIC established In Liege, Huy, TIournaıl NENT through Varı0Ous MISSIONALY socletles, such 4A5

and Ostend, wıth milıtary chaplains assıgned the London Misstonary Soctety 1875 } the Brıtish
Bruges, Namur, Mons, Bouillon and Arlon But an Fore1ign Bıble Socıety AYar the Wesleyan
the Catholic French-speaking class (Walloon Methodist Mi1ssıonary Socıety A In FTrance, the
an Fleming) objected the EeCONOMIC practices Soczete Evangelıque de France Was ounded 1n 833,

and ıIn Belgium, under the leadershıp of Wılliıamof theiır Dutch Protestant king, and, inspired by the
July 1830 revolution ın France; Belgian natıonal- Pascoe Tiddy, the Socıete Evangelıque Belge began
1Sts rioted In Brussels the following month ® Ihe ın 1837 wiıth financıal SuUuppOrt an personne|l from
Dutch AaLI11Yy nvaded VYCal later but, after SOTINC TIThe churches ounded Dy the SOoCcIety,
inıtıal SUCCCSSCS, 1T Was halted Dy the French Ar V for the Dart ıIn Wallonia, became the Belgian
under Marshall Gerard. Despite fears that France Christian Mıssıonary Church, which numbered
would ATLLIGX Belgium, the other European DOWCIS nıneteen communlıitles by 1865 .?
WEeEeIC unwilling send LFOODS Belgium, and

AnglicanBelgian independence Wäds$ WO  - The European
DOWCIS officlally recognised the independence of Anglıcan churches WEIC established 1n Belgiıum
Belgium 1ın the Ireaty of London In 183914 ıIn the sixteenth CCNLUFY ervıice the spirıtual

needs of English-speakiıng Protestant merchants,The ımpact of the persecution, Wlr and the
exodus ON the Protestant populatıon W as who, because of their ECONOMIC interests ın the
that DYy 1830, there WEeIC only DA Protestant COUNTTF V, WEIC excluded from the persecutions suf-
STOUDS In the OC COUNTT Y, five of which WEeEIC €re bDy other Belgıian Protestants. IThe “Merchant
expatrıate communities. !> Adventurers’ of Antwerp WEIC authorised CON-

ucCt Anglıcan worship sServıices 1ın their chapel
during the WAaVC of general persecution under the

Belgian independence and the end of reign of Charles V20 ven under the relentless
relig10us conflict persecution by the uke of Alba, glicans WeTC

Sixteen churches IC had survived the Belgian tolerated, and It W as only when Belgium fell under
Revolution organised themselves AS the Unıion of Spanısh rule ın 1585 that the churches WEeIC SCAT-

Evangelical Protestant Churches of Belgium tered.*! But Englısh ECONOMIC interests persisted
April 2 18539 Although the synod established and favours WEIC granted those of the Anglıcan
by this meeting did NOT nclude all the Belgian faıth In 1783 the Anglıcan church of Ostend Was
Protestant churches, and IT had sSımply sought establıshed, followed Dy the Anglıcan church of
establiısh legal identity rCPrESCHLT ItSs members, Brussels in 1786 ese churches WEIC emptied
1T Was recognised by Kıng Leopold AS the sole legal when Napoleon annexed the LOW Countrıies,
representatıve for all Protestants ıIn Belgium.*® but after N1S defeat In 815 the large number
Some Protestant churches received financing of British soldiers ensured the prosperıity of the
and SOMNC did NOT; nevertheless, the NC Belgıian churches, and churches WCCIC ounded 1ın twerp,
COnstıitution guaranteed freedom of relıgion and Bruges, Spa an Ostend. By 1829 there WEIC three
opened the WaY for the sSlow growth and CADaN- Anglıcan churches ın Brussels **

After the Belgıian independence, the ECONOMICS1ON of Protestantism ın Belgium. Oome of the
orıgınal churches WEeEIC closed, M1SS1ONAFrY efforts an socı1al STAaTtTus f these COMMUNItIES In Belgıiıum
were undertaken an evangelists worked egin allowed the Anglıcan Church be officially EEGC-
Protestant churches ıIn of the COUNLLY where ognised AS religion independently alongside
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the United Protestants, Catholics and JEWwSs.“® second church Was planted In Peruwelz,
Anglıcan churches, after the inıtıal reEqUESL from the French border, by rench evangelists,
the Pastor of Ostend In 1852:; ECVGNn benefhitted trom Franco1s Vıncent an Samuel Farelly, and another

subsıdies for the exerc1ıse of worship and tor In Mont-sur-Marchienne, Gal: Charlero1, 1ın 1904
the salary of Anglıcan PastOrSs. hıs subs1dy, voted ese churches,; along wiıth CI in northern
Dy the Belgian OVErTNMCNLT In 1835 W as granted France, WEeTC planted AN Part of outreach

the grounds that the Belgian Constitution the textile workers, coal mıners and stee] work-
respected the equality of faiths, and permitted GIS actıve In geographical region that spannedsubsıdies ftor miınısters of religi0n. Until thıs tiıme, AaCTOSS5 northern FTance, southern Belgium and the
the of Anglıcan worship had een borne German Rhineland. In these reg10NsS, the workers
by each ocal church, CTr rough subsidies from subject hard working conditions an alco-
England By 1865, Anglicanısm In Belgium WasSs holism became NOT only maJor socıial problem,represented Dy ten PaSLOTS chaplains.“ but also hindrance industrial an commercı1al

development, much that the rel1g10us 11CS-Brethren
Sapc and lıfestyle preache Dy the Baptıst CVaAlNlSC-The French evangelist Casımıir Gaudibert egan lists Wa perceived positively, an CVENn sOmetımeshıs Minıstry tor the Soczıete Evangelıque Belge In encouraged, by the authorities.) In O22 theseFebruary 1854 In the work which had ecn estab- three churches led the founding of the Unıon oflıshed ıIn Fontaıine l’Ev6eque. 1 months Jater: how-

CVCL, the Socıiety questioned Gaudıiıbert because Evangelical Baptısts In Belgium.““
tellow M1SSIONArY accused hım of teachings drawn Seventh-Day Adventists
from John Nelson Darby.” Gaudıibert refused Adventism arrıved In GermanYy In 16/5, In France

I1MMONSCS Brussels be questioned, and In 1a7 and in Holland In 1887, but these imme-
W ds excluded AS M1SSIONAFY of the Society.“® He
remaıned AaTt the church, which gaıned ItSs inde- diate neighbours WCIC NOT the SOUTCEC of the

Belgian M1SS1ON, for IT WasSs the work In Swıtzerlandpendence from the SOocIletYy, and Gaudıibert gOoL the IC W as the est organısed. In 1880, the SWISS
SUppOTrt of the UOpen Brethren assembly of George
Müller In Bristol.*/ Despite the polemics between editor of 19NS of the Tıimes noted that Coples of
Gaudıibert and the Society which continued untiıl! the Adventist magazıne WCIC SCNT Belgium an

Luxembourg®® an In 1896 Charles oth travelled186/7, hıs work prospered AT hıs printing Belgium A455C55 the possibilities of startıngbecame the CeNiITE of Brethren work In the reg1io0n.
In addıtion the French work In Fontaıiıne work. By 1899 the ISt church W asSs established

l’Eveque; TNOTC Open Brethren assemblies, In Jemappe (Liecge) The church had baptised
members by November 1906 second churchthıs tım German-speaking, WCIC established In
Was started 1ın Verviers In 1900 an work egan1ege an Vervliers In 1865 and 1866.?8 iın Charlero1 1n 1901 The Adventist M1SSIONArFI1ES,

The Salvation Army all of them from Switzerland, spread their MNCSSAZC
through door-to-door work, evangelistic meetingsIn 1859, the Salvatıon Army Scottish ofhcer

begin work In Belgium, openıng works iın in when the weather permitted, and MEECL-

Malıines, Ghent and twerp The following VYC3alL, Ings In rented halls when the church could afford
DOSL Was established In Brussels by General it. Catholic Oopposıtiıon In SOMNIC LOWNS W as ©

wiıth 11C M1SS1ONArY complainıng that wiıth all theWılliam Booth’s eldest daughter, Catherine. In
1891 the ISt Belgıan ofhicers egan their traın- dıifferent kınds of Jesults, Capuchins and ther
ng In the eNsUMgS YCaLS, wıth an increase In PCI- monks, ‘the CIty of Namur 15 LNOTITC Jlerical than
sonnel, the number of multiplied. By 1902 the DODE

In Flanders, American Adventist of Germanthere WE thirty ofhicers serving In eleven
and [WO socı1al works ACTOSS the country.“” descent, eINNO Klingbell, egan the work

In Antwerp In 1903 wıth CONVeErTt that Canlc
Baptıists from the Salvation Army. work in Brussels WAaSs

The YrSt Baptist church In Belgium Was planted ıIn opened In 1907 wıth en baptısms In 1909 there
Ougree, 11C 1ege, In 18953 Dy stee| work- WEIC four Adventist churches In Belgium, wıth
CLS who had Joined the Baptıst church In Denaıln, the Brussels church offering bılıngual SeErvICES ın
France, ıle they had worked there .0 In 1905 French an Dutch. ®>
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Mennonites of Evangelıcal Protestant Churches ofBelgıum Was

PresSCNt proportionately ACTOSS5 the whole COUNTT Y.In 1550, Mennonıites WEIC the argest
non-Catholic Christian ZSroupIngs 1n the LOW en 1ın Wallonia, Protestant work SICW faster ıIn
Countries. John Calvın’s wife, elette de HUrEe SOMMNIC reg10Ns than others. 'hıs dıifference W as ın

pDart due the receptivity of local OVErINMCNL(  E Was Anabaptist from lege who, ofhcıals. In industrial Walloni1a, socılalıst admıiınıs-wıth her rst husband, John Stordeur, converted
Calvın’s faıth during their STaV in Strasbourg. But ratı1ons accepted Protestantısm LNOTC favourably
the persecutions that tollowed 1ın Belgium agaınst than 1n the Catholic-dominated Flanders.*®

By 1909 there WCIC total of 115 ProtestantAnabaptists WEeIC intense that abaptısm 1ın
Belgıum completely died OUuUT DYy the seventeenth churches In the KEVS operatıng In Erench;
CCNLUTY. Many fed orth AST Friesland, CSDC- Dutch and German, and including nıne foreign

churches.*'CI Emden In Fländers. Mennonıites WEeIC

g1ven between IIC an S1X weeks reCAaNL; ıIn the
south, they WL executed wıithin TIG week Of cap- Help TOom America S-
HITG The number ofBelgian Mennonıiıte MAartyrs 15 he second phase of M1SS1ONArY aCtıvIty beginsestimated ar wıth American aCtIVIty In Belgium after 1918In 1945, the Mennonıite Relief Commıittee
(MRC) of Elkhart:; Indıana, egan pOSL-War relief Methodism
work. Between 194 / and 1948, the MRCGC rebuilt Wesleyan Methodists from Brıtain had cshownhouses ıIn the badly damaged village of Büllingen,

the German border. In 1950; MmMI1ss1ONArIiESs
interest In Belgium 1ın the nıneteenth CCNLUT V,
startıng hurch in Brussels In 1816 But thısaVl an Wılma an WCCIC Belgium m1ssıon DOSL SICW Into larger work anDy the MRCG, LNOTC wıth the a1mM of helping other did NOT continue Into the twentieth CCNLUFY.Christian STOUDS ın the COUNLF Y, both Protestant

and Catholic, than re-establish Mennonıite
second beginning for Belgian Methodism Call
wıth American help after the close of the Fırst

movement. . Socı1al work, mediation an edu- World War Tom 191 Bishop Cannon of the
catiıonal work took place al the Protestant Socı1al Amerıcan) Methodist Episcopal Church out.
Centre ın Brussels from the early an WETE made frequent VISItS Europe; and CGentenarycontinued Dy the Brussels Mennonıite Centre after Fund Wads established CHNCOUTASZC donations
19872 SS the kuropean Mıssıonary work. In addıtion

TIhe Missıons Interests Commiıttee ofthe Beachy Wr relief after the devastatıon of the FHırst (0)8
Amıiısh Mennonıiıtes began work In Poperinge iın War, Methodist evangeliıstic efforts WeEeTIC motI1-
1986 an made three unsuccessful vated Dy the breaking W: of INalıy elgiansbegin Aall assembly, wıth the last mM1ssiONArIES leav- from the Roman Catholı1ic Church Mnerıcan
Ing 1ın early 2007 At the tiıme. of wrıting, there Methodists chose Belgium, alongside Poland and
WEIC Mennonıite churches in Belgium, 11C In Czechoslovakıla, 4S countriıes for 1L1CW M1SS1IONArY
Brussels and the ther In Flavion.” outreach.**

Asıde from Al immediate focus Walr relief;Work anders Methodist MINIStLYy began educatıonal 1INnst1-
TIhe Flemish branch of the Dutch CIOTME tut1Ons, All orphanage and boardıng school for
Church (beginning 1ın 1894 an the Sılo M1S- girls, both In WVecie, suburb of Brussels. In J919.
S1ON, under the leadershıp of Nicolas de onge clinıc Was opened ın pres and preaching
(beginning 1ın %, concentrated theır MmM1S- WeIC begun ın where 11O Protestant wItNess
S1ONAar Y effort ın Flanders But the Protestant Was veLr PFrESCNL. By 1925. Hifteen L1ECW churches had
churches iın French-speaking Belgium SICW een planted and membership statıst1cs showed
quickly than those ıIn the Flemish reg1o0n. he nearly 300 adult members. In 1926 1928;
uftfec Reformed ( haurch W adas composed prINC1- Methodists WEeEIC the YSt begin Protestant radıo
pally of Christians from OMHAD! The Sılo LNOVC- broadcasts in Belgium.*“

W dsS distinctively Flemish, whıle the work Wıth substantıal Hnancıal investment an
of the Salvatıon Army, the Baptists, the Socıete the sending of personnel, the M1SS1IONALY effort
Evangelique Belge and the Brethren almost brought considerable growth. Methodists WEeEIC

exclusively in Wallonıia Only the hıstoric Un1ı0n actıve In open-alr evangelistic meetings and (070)
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to-door visıtation and Bıble distriıbution, Organıs- After cooperatıve work with the eXISUNGg
Ing al evangelistic campaıgn In Brussels ıIn 1930 In Belgian Protestant denominatıons directly after
whıich other Protestant churches took part Bıbles the FHirst World War, maınly in relief work,>°* the

work of the Belgiıan Gospel 1Ss1ıonNn Was carrıedWEeEIC sometıimes distributed in NCWSDAPDCI format,
because the Belgian working class would NOTLT easıly ut independently and sometımes ın Oopposıition
aCCCDL the traditional New Testament format the exIisting churches. Ralph Norton W as gradu-
which LOO closely resembled the “*Mmass books’ sed ate of Moody Bıble Institute and consıdered the

eXISUNg Belgian Protestant churches hlıberal. TheyDy priests 1n Catholıic churches.“*
Despite considerable growth, the American affected Dy the higher eriticısm of the Bıble

depression severely affected the 1SS1O0N work and cooperatıon Was Ouft of the question.>* 153
and all American MI1ss1ONaArıes WEeEeTITC wıthdrawn Norton and hıs colleagues WCIC ZO1INg Carry OUuTt
In 1932 Belgian Methodists had sell PrODCI- massıve distrıbution of Biıbles, ;they would aVe
tHeSs and STOP SOTMNNC mınıstrıies. BYy 959 there do It alone  2 54 hıs separatıon WasSs despite the
WK LWECNLY Methodist churches In Belgium, with fact that Ralph wed hıs OW. CONVversion the
approximately 11C thousand members.*> work of Quaker and Methodist preachers,°? By the

After the Second World War, American an eat) of Ralph Norton ın 1934, LNOTC than 100
British chaplains preache in Mefthodist chap- m1ssiONArıes wıth the Belgian Gospel Mıiıssıon WCIC

els and help rebuild the Congregatıions. Our spread OuTt In CIt1es an LOWNS ıIn the COUNLEY.
churches had theır buildings completely destroyed
an LWECNTLY other Methodist church bulldıngs Pentecostalism
Institutions required maJor repairs. ® Funds from Mrs Ada Esselbach, 1n charge of the Saılor Rest
America helped C church buıild M1sSsI1ON DOST of the Dutch Reformed Church ıIn
Ings an PDaYy salarıes. Iwenty-two ar twerp, W d probably the Frst WItENESS of the
t10NS, twelve French-speaking an ten Flemish, Pentecostal MOVEMENT In Belgium. Cornelis

SLTONg SroWt. ıIn theır membership, hıch Potman, after spending In the United
SICW about 5000 members and adherents. StTALES, returned spread Pentecostal teachings
Kxıisting churches WEIC strengthened, but besides In Belgium SOOIMN after the end of the FHirst Or

work In Hasselt In the early S, 110 11CW VVar 5/ By 1925 the YISt Pentecostal m1ss1ONArIESs
churches WCIC started.*/ egan holding meetings In Brussels. In 1928 the

Methodists worked cooperatively wıth SOTINC rST Flemish) church Was founded, and owards
historic Protestant groupiIngs in Belgium, GV the enNn! of 1930 COAdOre Lopresties, who
tu  Y leading unıon wıth the Evangelical had attempted al YSt work wıth the Belgıian
Protestant Church in 1969, which Was iıtself the Evangelical Mıssıon, registered the FPST independ-
1959 INCISCI of the hıstorıic United Protestant CIN Francophone Pentecostal Church ıIn Belgium.°®
Churches an the (Flemish) Sılo M1SSION. In 1979 Douglas Scott crossed the Channel ın the
the Belgıan Christian Mıssıonary Church and the A13 held ser1es of revıival meetings In France and,

despite hıs DOOTI knowledge of FFeHCH: discoveredeIioOorme Church jJoined the other STOUDS
ftorm the United Protestant Church of Belgium. receptivity the Pentecostal MCSSAYC. By
In 1980, there WEIC 104 churches Comprisiıng the 1932 Invıtat1ions WEIC issued hold Campalgns
denomıiınatıon.* in Belgium, wıth meetings following In Brussels,

PACSE; Charlero1 an the region around Mons.
The Belgian Gospel Miıssıon TIhe Baptıst church in Ougree, JLiCcge, invıted

At the close of the FHıirst (80)8 War, the American SCOtTT preach ar the ChHurch.: and the church SICW
couple of Ralph and Edith Norton founded the from 150 members ıIn few months. But
Belgian Gospel Miıssıon, orıginally al extension tensioONnNs within the church, an with [WO ne1gh-
of theır MInNIStry Belgıian statiıoned 1n bouring Methodist churches, ead the Pentecostals
London, England.* TIhrough intense evangelis- leave the church an found independent
ET® aCtIVItY, despite hıs dıiıfhculties speaking both Pentecostal church In E  ege  59 After the € A711-
French an Dutch,” an wiıth nds and work- palgns, Scott organised enthusı1iastic iIntoOo
CS Comıng from the USA an the U Norton churches and appointed evangelists and PDastLOrs for
and hıs colleagues egan 33 churches In less than the congregations.®“

TIhe churches later became the In the latter Dart of the twentieth CCNLTUTF Y,
Belgian Evangelıica Tee€e Churches.>! Belgıan Pentecostalism SICW become VerY
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diverse, wıth eight different Pentecostal denomı- Was made publıc and published the front DABC
natlons ıIn allon1a an SCVCI In Flanders, along of maJor 1NCWSDADCIS, an 1ve debates WEeETIC held
wıth considerable number of ethnıc churches.®! OI television. Iwenty-one evangelıcal denomı1-
I1wo of these deserve particular mentIion. The natıons WLLE 0)8! the list, representing than
Antioch church began wiıth ONC church 200 cCongregations, including the Evangelıical Fe«C

Church, the AssembiIlıes of God, the Amıish andIn Brussels ın 1987 an has nclude 8 I
congregations by 20417 Most of these CONSIC- the Brethren. Charısmatic Catholic Organısations,
gat1ONS AT composed primarıly of non-Belgians the CGatholic lay organısatıon Opus Del, 4S ell A

(Brazilian, Hıspanıc, Congolese and Rwandan), Buddhıist OVEMENTS WCCEIC also the lıst.°®
if the language 1n the church ServVICES 15 IThe ‘cult list had been drawn OI the basıs of

French Dutch.°* estimonI1es and complaınts compiled by Belgıan
Ihe Church of God, led Dy Bishop Martın police and intelligence sServIces. ere Was

LTECOUTSC possible, and evangelicals mobilisedMutyebele, has also remarkable growth
The denominatıon 15 almost exclusively African, clarıfy theır identity A Protestants ıIn the CVCS of
although ATC preached primarıly ın the OVErNMECNL and of the population 4S whole
French. IThe Brussels cCongregation, started In On May Z 3997 the Belgıan parlıament voted
19806, 1S 110 the largest Protestant church ıIn the aCCCDL the rCpOTT, but dissociated the cult list
COUNTTF Y, wiıth membershiıp of over thousand. from the rCDOrT 1n order sıdestep political
he Church of God numbered congregations crisis.®”
In 2012 including NC Polish-speaking church.®® IThe evangelıcals would NOT Into the

United Protestant Church d the Methodists and
Reformed Churches had one They claımed

Movements toward unıty that SInCe they actually represented INOTC Belgian
In the closıng decades of the twentieth CEMN- Protestants than the United Protestant Church,
LUr Y, the United Protestant Church of Belgium they cshould be recognised Dy the Belgian SOVCIN-
emaıned the only Protestant denominatıon that apart from the United Protestant Church
Wäds officially recognised Dy the Belgian SOVCIN- But the Belgian OVErNMCNL insısted only OMNNC

MECNLT, despite the significant number of Protestant organısatıon represcnt Protestants.”®
churches that existed outside the mMmovement.°* In
the S; this privilege W ds$ increasingly contested Evangelical disunity and unity
Dy the evangelıcal churches NOT represented DYy the What Uunıty ex1isted AaINONS evangelicals sutffered
United Protestant Church.® which for that [CaSOIl when number of the er evangelıcal denomı1ı-
had 110 VO1lcCe ın ALLY dealings wıth the OVeErNMCNLT natiıons which had started work ın Belgium before
0)4 ACCECSS OvernmenNt subs1iıdy for those churches the Fırst (8)8 War entered Into Dart-
that would wısh it.©®© Significantly, there Was also nership AagreCcMCNTS wıth the United Protestant
110 possıbility of representation iın the admınıstra- Church. Ihe Belgian Baptist Unıion 1997
t10n ofProtestant educatıon ın schools, Protestant the Salvatıon Army 1999 and the Seventh-Day
socı1al work, Protestant televisıon and radıo PIO- Adventists 2003 WEeEIC AIMONS those wh WCIC

prepared negotlate directly wıth the historicSTAMMCS, Protestant chaplaiıncy in pr1sons,
United Protestant Churchhospitals and the armed forces. Rather than JOo1n-

Ing the United Protestant Church, the evangeli- After four of negotlations between the
cal churches organised their OW) 4SSOC1aAt1ıon and Federal YyNOo and the United Protestant Chüurch;
asked the United Protestant Church Jom theır solution WaS ftound the [WO STOUDS would be equal
aSSOC1at1ON, the Federal Synod of Protestant and ıIn 11C Organısatıon, the Admıinistrative
Evangelical Churches In Belgium.® Councıl of Protestant an Evangelıical Religion in

Belgium, which became the ofhcıal and unıque
Are evangelical churches dangerous cults? intermediary between al Protestant Churches an

At the SaJmıec tiıme, the Belgiıan OVEINMECNL became the Belgian OVErINMCNLT 1n January 2003 72
increasingly concerned about the aCt1VItYy of cults

eligion and theIn the COUNTFY, and established cCOmMmM1SssSION
study the phenomenon. In Aprıl 199 the COIMN- The inıtlatıve of the Belgian include NEWEeET

1SsS1onN published rCDOTT, including the Namcs Protestant and evangelıcal OVEMENTS might SCCIHI

of STOUDS that IT consıdered be cults. Ihe lıst somewhat surprising ın the CONTLEXT of advancıng
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secularısm In Western Europe, but It 1S Part of aln the Evangelical TE Churches (the denomıiına-
historic agenda recogniıse the role of relıgion t10N begun by the Belgian Gospel Missıon) the
in Belgian SOCIETY. In Belgium, relıgion 15 OB: Evangelical Protestant Churches, Aalllc almost
nısed AS posıtıve influence ON moralıty and ON identical what the United Protestant Church
SOCIeELY A whole “When the churches diIC full, the called itself before 1969 (Evangelical Protestant
prISONS ATC emMpty’, explains OC Protestant author. Church); duriıng decades of consıderable tension

rCasOomn applies the Roman Catholic wiıth the Belgıan Gospel Mission.’®
Church OVvernmeCnNt subsıdy 15 Compensatıon tor Ihe benefits of recognition, both
the buildings and other ASSECETS confiscated from the achileve legitimacy and potential financing, WEIC

church by the under Napoleon.”® ultimately MMOTC ımportant than the historical
tensioOnNs that had existed between the differentIn practical recognised rel1g10us

avıng an established geographical ATa (a language ZTOUDS; they WCIC also LNOIC ımportant
parısh) Can appIy for pastoral salary, hıch MaYy than the theological differences between 1berals,
be granted Dy the ederal Mıiınıster of Justice. In moderates, fundamentalıists and Pentecostals. As
addıtion, the church Cal apply 0CCa authoriıties thıs unıty and strengthens the WwItNESS of
for Hinancıal help related the maılıntenance of Belgian Protestants, It ll be celebrated By 2012;
the church building. The principle of the mutual there WCIC IHOFGC than SCVCI hundred churches
independence of relıgion 15 maintained, however, registered with the Admıinıistratıve Councıil of
and the 1S denı:ed Dy the Constitution Al1Y Protestant and Evangelical Religion ıIn Belgium.””
authority ın the spirıtnal ffaırs of the church:
the choice of IfSs minısters, ItSs Statement of faıth Rev Dr Ollın Godwin has served iın Europe and
an Ifs Organısatıion. IThere has been 110 known Afrıca 1ın miıinıstrıies of evangelısm and leadershipincıdent of the TATE oOverstepping ItSs boundaries traınıng. Currentiy, he 15 Afrıca leam Leader for
1n anı y of the “‘recognised’ relıg10uUs SrOUDS SINCE Canadıan Baptıst Mınıistries.
Belgian independence. In addıtion, ocal churches

refuse subsidy CVCINN wıthın relig10us LHNOVC -

OTr denomiınatıon that 15 recognised by the Endnotes
government.”“ ‘Kıngdom of Belgium’ In Jason Mandryk (€d');

ÖOberatıon Oı The Definitive Prayer U1
The implications of Protestant unıty DETY Natıon (Colorado Springs Biblica Publishing,

he UNIty of Protestants, ıf IT remaıns 2010
iıchel Dandoy (ed‘‘); Ia decouverte du mondeadmıniıistratıve level; has had and 1l COIN-

nNnue aVeC profound CONSCYUCHNCCS for Belgian Protestante elgıque (Brussels: Eglıse Protestante
Protestantısm. Fırst of all. the effort has een Unie de elgıque, 1994 B

Gu1do Marnef, ‘Chapter wen the etherlandsmade by all maJor representatiıves of Belgian 1ın aıdrew Pettegree (ed.); The Reformatıon OTProtestantism and evangelicalısm be d inclu- (Routledge Reference RKesources Onlıne, 2000S1VE AS possible ın the 1L1ICW Admıinıistratıve Councıl 344-364; Jacques Bosquillon, °Les UCUX ei les
After 2008,; Al1LYy that chooses NOT be DPart Republiques Calvınıstes (1 566- 585 )‘) Belgıa 2000
of thıs body [UNS the rısk of being considered Toute ”hıstoiıre de Belgıque 1984) 4)2-46 For
cult.”> the of the persecution of dissenters and the

IThe United Protestant Church has had Ar1eVeE establishment of the Calvıinıst church In Tournaı,
the loss of ItfSs STAaTUSs 4S sole intermediary wıth the SO Gerard Moreau, Hıstowre du Protestantısme

Tournai Jusqu d Ia veılle de Ia revolutıon des Pays-BasOVErINMECNL, role IT held for Evangelıical
churches, which had historically lassed themselves Parıs: Les Belles ttres; 1962): Charlıe Stecnh:
AS evangelicals YTSt an Protestant second (or NOT Chronascle of Conflıct. DUTNAL 0-1(Utrecht:

HES, 1985AaTt all), WENT fforts re-1dentify them- miıle Braekman, ‘L’eglise SOUS Ia CrO1X 1604-selves wıth Belgıan Protestantiısm. Many denomı1- 1761 Belgıa 2000 Toute ”histoire de Belgıquenatıons an local churches VE changed theır 1984) 47
anl cs iınclude the word “Protestant’ OIl S1&NS Jean Meyhoffter, °Les ONgINES du Protestantisme
and In ofhcıial documents. For example, the Upen eilge‘ Le Messager Evangelıque 2728 1992) 181<
Brethren changed theır denominational MNAaIMc 198
the AssemblIlıies ofEvangelical Protestants. Another iıchel Tilleur, “1es debuts de la Reforme’, Belgıa
strıkıng example of thıs 18 the Nan change of 2000 Toute ”’hıstoiıre de elgıque 1984) 22421
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Frank Le Cornu Origine des Eglıses Reformees wal- 166 Braekman “Reveıl du Protestantisme 78
lonnes  trecht Van oekhoven 1952 45 20 IThe “Merchant Adventurers left Antwerp 111

Braekman Le Protestantısme elge szeclde 1563 but the Causc W as NOT rel1g10us
eLgLQuE, nord de Ia FTance, rvefuge (Carrıeres- Ihe sale of Englısh textile Was forbidden an the
SOUS Poi1ssy, France Ta (ause 1999 207 218 Englısh merchants returned 1564 when the

French peakıng Protestant CONgregation still trade Wads renewed Christine Lannoy-Payson
111 the of the Canterbury Cathedral ‘L’Anglıcanısme CI elgique Belgıa 2000 Toute

and offcially 1late wıth the United Protestant ”histoire de elg1que SE 908
Church of Belgium 21 Braekman Hiıstowre du Protestantıiısme 185 186
Ihe of the Confession 15061) W asSs LO annoYy Payson L’Anglıcanisme C elgique

Braekman 1StO01LVE du Protestantıiısme 196 198OV! LO the PCTSCCULOFS that the adherents of the
eIiOorme faıth WCIC NOT rebels Emıile Braekman 23 Braekman 1StO01LVE du Protestantısme 203 205
‘“L/’extraordinaire destin de Guy de Bres 2- Lannoy Payson ‘L’Angliıcanisme CM elg1ıque
1567 Belgıa 2000 Toute ”hıistoire de elgıque 1053
1984) 28 2323 PTe WEeEIC disparıties between the different
Moreau Hıstowre du Protestantısme OUTNAU 200- Anglıcan parıshes regardıng the subsıdies received
205 from the Belgıian OVErNMECNL IThe church of Spa
ife: 1n Tanguy de Gravelles Un elge only received artıal ubsidy The churches of
chez ncle Sam Belgıa 2000 Toute ”hıstoire de Malıines and Liege sponsored Dy the Olon1a
elgique 1984) 110 and Continental Mıssıon Society Braekman
Tilleur Debuts de Ia Reforme D E N Hiıstoire du Protestantısme 210 2 Ihe elgıan
Braekman, Le Protestantısme elge szecle nglıcan churches also 4S for help from the
elgique, nord de Ia France, refuge (Carrıeres uUuSs- British Foreign fhce nd the PastOrs of Antwerp
POo1ssy, France La (ause 2001) nd Ostend —  v ranted subsıdıes 111 1835 by Act

3 Braekman, ‘L’eglise sous la Cro1x’35 of Parlıiament In 1870 Belgian legislatıon 11-
Trme subsidies for al Anglıcan CONgTCgaLIONSiıchel Dandoy, Le Protestantıiısme: et PBT

SPDECLLVES (Bruxelles: Editions Racıne, 2005 D28 Belgium AIVINS Anglıcanısm the SAdI11C STAafus
Michel Tilleur, ’Le regroupement des Protestants OoOman Catholiciısm Protestantism and udaism
1781 Belgıa 2000 Toute PPhıstoire de Lannoy Payson ‘L’Anglicanısme C elgique

100 103Belgıique 1984) U SS
13 In Aall ınteresung reversal for Dutch Protestantıism 25 1ım Girass Gathering Hı1s Name The OVY of

the Belgian revolutiıon wıitnessed ALNOLLC polıtical the Open Brethren Brıtain and veland Milton
and CCONOMUC lıberalısm confronting Calyınıst O11- Keynes Paternoster

1ım Grass 95SErvatısm nMolony, “Chrıstian Socı1al Thought Gathering H1s Name
111 Sheridan Gilley nd Brian Stanley (eds —— OV Braekman 1StOLVE du Protestantısme 1658 175
Christianities, 1845 1914 (Ihe ambridge DA Braekman Hiıstowre du Protestantısme 180 1853
Hıstory of Christianity; ambrıidge ambridge Girass Gathering LO Hıs Name 107 108
Unıiversıity Press 2006 155 Loreın nd Simonet Protestantisme
Gordon ralg, Ihe System of Allıances and the evangelique NON E.PU.B CI1 Belgique Le
Balance of Power 1 Bury (ed —— The Zenıth of Messager Evangelıque 344 1994) 351 Braekman
European Power 183070 (Cambridge Cambridge Hıstowure du Protestantısme 167 184
Universıity Press 1960 D 250 Dandoy, Protestantısme 89 Braekman Reveiıl

15 mıle Braekman P reveıl du Protestantisme du Protestantisme Loreıin nd Simonet Le
dans le LOVAUINC de Belgique 1850 1980 Belgıa Protestanti:sme 235()
2000 Toute ”hıstoire de elgıque 1984) 8& 3() NO authoritative history of Baptısts 111 Belgıum has

been nd there EVCIA dıifference 111 theDandoy, Decouverte, D: Meyhoffer, ‘Orıigines du
Protestantisme elge  w 197 date for the oundıng of the UOugree church
Braekman, “Reveiıl du Protestantisme’, /6; eiıther 1890 8972 18953 Dandoy, Protestantısme
Braekman Hıstowre du Protestantısme elgıque 55 Braekman, “Reveil du Protestantisme”, 8&()-O1

Sebastien Fath, Une AUFVE AUNLEVE VE ChretienKecle (Flavıon Florennes Le Phare 1988
103 1372 EN FYance: Socio-hıstoire de l’ımplantation Baptıste

WL One of these evangelısts WasSs Vıncent Vall Gogh ( Hıstoire ef SOocIıet.  FD\ Geneve Or er
hides 243 Jean Desy, M a| Mınorıty Awh worked for the Un1i10n des Eglıses Protestantes

Evangelıques ON£ the 0al INCECTS Mons atholıc Land’ 111 Baptıst TENESS ın ALNOLLC Europe
from 18758 [O 1879 Braekman “Reveıl du (Rome Baptıst Publishing House 572 53
Protestantisme For example 1 ruay region of Calais) the S1-

18 Braekman Reveıil du Protestantisme dent of the MMMNS SOCICLYV made personal gift O
Braekman Hiıstowure du Protestantısme 138 1653 Francoı1s Vıncent nable hım Duy land for
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buildıng for the growıing Baptıst congregation; Egbert Bos, Church Planting ın anders
Fath, Une ULVE MANLENVE, 194-195, 243-745 (Master’s thesis, Evangelısche Theologische

372 Braekman, ‘“Reveıl du Protestantisme’, Faculteit LO Leuven, 1988 Streiff, Methodism In
23 Door-to-door work forbidden in atholıc Europe, 199: effGarber, Methodiasts of Continental

Luxembourg, the ending of the magazıne WAasSs Europe, 85
the only Oof wıtness avaılable the Adventists. effGarber, Methodists of Continental Europe,
Georges Vandenvelde, 100 Ans d’Adventisme 4 / Streiff,: Methodism In Europe, VT DL S

48EN elgıque EF AU rand-Duche du Luxembourg, Streilf: Methodism ın EurOope, 5: “New Church 1n
Specıal Centenaire (Brussels: Federation elgo- Belgium’, Chriıstian Century 86 .30 4969) 970
Luxembourgeoise des Eglises Adventistes du DL Braekman, “‘Reveıil du Protestantisme’, 85-87
Septieme Jour, 1996 Ihe Salvatıon Army and the Socıete Ev  el}  E
Vandenvelde, 00 Ans, elge (Bıble Soclety) NVEOIC also actıve ın offering

35 Vandenvelde, 00 AÄAns, 6- practical help and servıice during the Wal, but WEIC

Dandoy, Protestantısme, 95S: Tilleur, ‘“Debuts de Ia iındere: by imıted inancıal and human FreSOUu

Reforme’, 13-16, 19-20; Cornelius Dyck and Dale, Apercu SUrT l’evangelisation C114 elgique,
5()Denniıs Martın, The Mennonaıte Encyclopedia. Norton Was forced TO UuSCc translators, which slowed

Comprehensive Reference Work Öl the Anabaptıst- the of the MISSION. Phyllıs IThompson,
Mennonaıte Movement (Hıllsboro, Kansas: T 1ıson ardent des ANATVES. trıomphes de l’evangıle
Mennonıiıte Brethren Pub House, 1955 TF 2T2 Belgıque ( Neuhausen-Stuttgart: Hänssler, 1975

5527 Davıd Shank wrıtes about the difhculties of
establishing Mennonıite PTFECSCHNCC ıIn Brussels 51 Braekman, “Reveil du Protestantisme’,
ın the In cA Miıssıonary pproac LO 52 Dals, ‘Apercu SUr l’evangelisation CI elg1ique’,

10-15Dechristianiızed SocIety ; Mennonıte Onarterly
Revıew 28-55 53 Phılıp Howard, New Invasıon of Belgium

38 Personal INnterview wıth Robert (Jtto (Phiıladelphia: Sunday chool Iımes Company,
and Peter Crossman, Dıirector of the Brussels 1924 858-89, Dl Dandoy, Protestantisme, 39-40
Mennonıiıte Centre (Brussels, January 15: 2007 Ralph completed VYCal COUILISC AT o0dy

20 Personal IntervIiew Otto/Crossman 2007; Nanne Institute. Mrs Ralph Edith) Norton,
Van der 1]PP and Robert Charles, elgiıum’” In Opened Wındows of Heaven ( Toronto: Evangelıca
Global Mennonaıte Encyclopedia Onlıne 1987),; Publıishers, 1927 11
http://www.gameo.org/encyclopedia/contents Ihompson, T 1ıson ardent des Flandres,
ıtmThe 2010 update chows the closing of 55 Ralph Norton “came under convıctiıon ofsın hrough
the Beachy Amıiısh work. the preaching of Quaker evangelıst* COLIN GODWIN ®  building for the growing Baptist congregation;  45 Egbert A. Bos, ‘Church Planting in Flanders’  Fath, Une autre maniere, 194-195, 243-245.  (Master’s  thesis,  Evangelische  Theologische  32  Brackman, “Reveil du Protestantisme’, 87.  Faculteit te Leuven, 1988) 11; Streiff, Methodism in  33  Door-to-door work was forbidden in Catholic  Europe, 199; Neff Garber, Methodists of Continental  Luxembourg, so the sending of the magazine was  Europe, 85.  the only means of witness available to the Adventists.  46  Neff Garber, Methodists of Continental Europe, 96.  Georges  Vandenvelde,  100 Ans d’Adventisme  47  Streiff, Methodism in Europe, 275-277.  48  en Belgique et au Grand-Duche du Luxembourg,  Streiff, Methodism in Europe, 3; “New Church in  Special Centenaire (Brussels: Federation Belgo-  Belgium’, Christian Century 86.30 (1969) 970-  Luxembourgeoise des  Eglises Adventistes du  971; Bracekman, ‘“Reveil du Protestantisme’, 85-87.  Septieme Jour, 1996) 3.  49  The Salvation Army and the Societe Evangelique  34  Vandenvelde, 100 Ans, 6.  Belge (Bible Society) were also active in offering  35  Vandenvelde, 100 Ans, 6-7.  practical help and service during the war, but were  36  Dandoy, Protestantisme, 93; Tilleur, ‘“Debuts de la  hindered by limited financial and human resources.  Reforme’, 13-16, 19-20; Cornelius J. Dyck and  Dale, ‘Apercu sur l’&vangelisation en Belgique, 4.  50  Dennis D. Martin, 7he Mennonite Encyclopedia. A  Norton was forced to use translators, which slowed  Comprehensive Reference Work on the Anabaptist-  the progress of the mission. Phyllis Thompson,  Mennonite  Movement  (Hillsboro,  Kansas:  Tison ardent des Flandres: triomphes de V’evangile  Mennonite Brethren Pub. House, 1955) 270-272.  en Belgique (Neuhausen-Stuttgart: Hänssler, 1973)  55  37  David Shank writes about the difficulties of re-  establishing a Mennonite presence in Brussels  54  Braekman, ‘“Re&veil du Protestantisme’, 82.  in the 1950s in ‘A Missionary Approach to a  52  Dale, ‘Apercu sur l’&vangelisation en Belgique’,  10-15:  Dechristianized Society', Mennonite Quarterly  Review 24 (1954) 38-55.  53  Philip E. Howard, A New Invasion of Belgium  38  Personal interview with Robert & Wilda Otto  (Philadelphia: Sunday School Times Company,  and Peter Crossman, Director of the Brussels  1924) 88-89, 97; Dandoy, Protestantisme, 39-40.  Mennonite Centre (Brussels, January 15, 2007).  Ralph completed a two year course at Moody  39  Personal interview Otto/Crossman 2007; Nanne  Bible Institute. Mrs. Ralph C. (Edith) Norton,  van der Zijpp and Robert Charles, ‘Belgium’ in  Opened Windows of Heaven (Toronto: Evangelical  Global Mennonite Encyclopedia Online (1987),  Publishers, 1927) 11  54  http://www.gameo.org/encyclopedia/contents/  Thompson, 7%son ardent des Flandres, 54.  B4447.html. The 2010 update shows the closing of  55  Ralph Norton ‘came under conviction ofsin through  the Beachy Amish work.  the preaching of a Quaker evangelist ... later, when  40  Dale, ‘Apercu sur l’eEvangelisation en Belgique pen-  the Methodists began a series of meetings, Ralph  dant l’entre-deux-guerres’ (Master’s thesis, Faculte  and a friend visited from house to house, praying  Libre de Th6ologie Evangelique, 1976) 2-3.  with those they interviewed’. Edith’s grandparents  41  Braekman, “Reveil du Protestantisme’, 87.  were Methodists as well. Howard, New Invasion of  42  A Central Conference structure was established  Belgium, vii, vii.  56  with the three countries, with the first held in  Thompson, T7ison Ardent des Flandres, 65.  Prague in 1927 and the: secend-in: Brussels in  5%  Cornelis van der Laan, “The Pentecostal Movement  1929. Two other American Methodist groups were  in ı Holland: Tts.. Origin ‚and Its ‚ International  Position’ in Pneuma. The Journal of the Society for  active in Europe in the twentieth century. The  Evangelical Association, with its German roots,  Pentecostal Studies 5.2 (1983) 34  focussed its work in Germany and Switzerland,  58  From the outset, considerable tensions existed  while the Methodist Episcopal Church was active  between the Belgian Gospel Mission and the  nascent  Pentecostal  churches.  in Scandinavia, France, Italy and Eastern Europe.  David Bundy,  In addition, British Wesleyan Methodism had been  ‘“Pentecostalism in Belgium’, Pneuma: The Journal  active in several Western European countries (but  not Belgium) since the end of the eighteenth cen-  2f£'g the Society for Pentecostal Studies 8.1 (1986) 44,  59  tury. Patrick Ph. Streiff, Methodism in Europe: 19th  Dale, ‘Apercu sur l’Evangelisation en Belgique’, 56.  and 20th Century (Tallinn, Estonia: Impressum,  The Baptist church in Ougree (Liege) was not only  2003) 152-157; Paul Neff Garber, 7he Methodists of  the first Baptist church in Belgium and the origin  Continental Europe (New York: Board of Missions  of one of'the first Pentecostal churches in Belgium,  and Church Extension of the M;thodist Church,  it may also have been the source of Adventism in  1949) 27.  Belgium. In July 1897, the first Adventist mission-  43  Streiff, Methodism in Europe, 198-199; Neff Garber,  aries were sent to Liege from Switzerland after a  ‘Macedonian cry’ was received from what was  Methodists of Continental Europe, 27-28.  44 Dale, ‘Apercu sur l’&vangelisation en Belgique”, 18.  probably a group of Baptists in Liege. In 1897,  158 * ET 222Jater, when

4.() Dale, “"Apercu SUrT l’evangelisation Cn elgıque PCIH- the Methodists egan ser1es of meetings, Ralph
dant l’entre-deux-guerres’ (Master’s thesıis, Faculte nd friend visıted TOM house house, prayıng
1iıbre de Theologie Evangelique, 1976 D wiıth those they interviewed)’. Edıth’s grandparents

4.| Braekman, “Reveil du Protestantisme’, Methodists ell Howard, New Invasıon of
Central Conference STIrUCTUre W as established Belgıum, VIL, 111

56wiıth the three countrıies, wiıth the first e ın OMmpsOon, T 1ıson Ardent des Flandres, 65
Prague ın 1U nd the second ın Brussels ıIn Cornelıis Vall der Laan, “CT’he Pentecostal Movement
1929 I1wo other American Methodist STOUDS WEIC iın Holland Its rng1in and Its International

Posıition" iın Pneuma. The Journal of the Socıety fOractıve ın Europe In the twentieth CCENTLUTFY. IThe
Evangelical Assoclatıon, wıth 1Ifs German roo  „ Pentecostal tTud1es 1983)
focussed Ifs work ıIn Germany and Switzerland, 58 TOom the OUTSCL, considerable FeNsSIONS exıisted
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subsidies ma of debate George Wınston, 51 1998)
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