
EJT 201 3) Z 1601 E

Review Article: Ablution, Inıtiation and
Baptısm 1ın Late Antiquity, Early Judaism and

Early Christianity
Chrıstoph Stenschke

Davıd olm, Tlor CROL, Oyvınd OFrdeTrV; Christer Hellholm
(eds:); Ablutıon, Inıtıatıon and Baptısm Late ntıqu1ty, Early
Judaism AAan Early Christianity (BZNW 1—3; Berlin, Boston:

de Gruyter, 2011); three volumes, h  „ XIyl1 /68; yOQUNI! OTE
17/682: XIV -2  D' €279; ISBN N r dK  s

RESUME
matıques eTt des contributions SUT l’archeologie el 1S-

Cet OUVTaAsC de 1800 rassemble des contributions toıre de art ette combinaison d’approches diverses,
traıtant des ablutions, des rıtes d’initiation et du bap- alnsı UUC de contributions Dartır de differentes ISCI-
teme, alnsı UE des liens Etroits C6& pratiques, dans plines, fait ressortir Ia diversite des conceptions qU! Dre-
1E monde ancıen. partır d  >  un projet de recherche SCarl- valait dans E monde ancıen. ette diversite äa Das ete
dinave, CesS 6tudes redigees allemand el anglais pleinement exploree Dar 1a theologie systematique, al
abordent des questions methodologiques et traıtent des prise Compte dans 1a liturgie et Ia pratique ecclesiales.
sujets CI-dessus considerant les religions de 19 fin de L’approche generale de ’ouvrage Est descriptive N Y
|l’antiquite autres YUE le judaisme et le christianisme, DUIS I[rOUVve DdS d’essal d’analyse, al d’indication cConcernant
E judaisme anclen, le christianisme primiti et 1a eriode des lignes directrices des themes COMMNMUTNIS dUX E-
natrıstique. 1’ensemble s’acheve VEC CING Studes th  E- rentes parties.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG der patristischen HZWwW. spätantiken Epoche. [ JDer Band
schlie mit ünf thematischen Aufsätzen un welteren

| )Diese umfangreiche ammlung Vo Aufsätzen über Aufsätzen, die der Archäologie und Kunstgeschichte
nahezu 1800 Seliten ISst folgenden Themen gewidmet: gewidme sind | )iese Verknüpfung VOIT verschiedenen
rituelle Waschung, Inıtlation und Taufe In der Welt der Aspekten un Disziplinen zeigt die Vielfalt VOIT)

Antike und ihre komplexen Zusammenhänge. Auf der Konzepten, die In der Welt der Antike vorherrschten.
Jese Vielfalt wurde noch niıcht voll erforscht UrCc dieGrundlage eınes skandinavischen Forschungsprojekts

hefassen sich die Aufsätze In deutscher und englischer systematische Theologie un auch noch nıcht voll-
Sprache mit methodologischen Betrachtungen, ritueller schöpft Urc Liturgie oder Gemeindepraxis. |J)Der nsatz
Waschung, Einführungsriten un Taufe In den Religionen Ist Im Großen un (‚anzen beschreibend;: 65 lässt sich
der Spätantike außerhalb VOIT1 Judentum und Christentum kein Versuch erkennen, das Material analysieren und

wWwıe Im Frühjudentum, In der Urchristenheit un In Hauptgedanken oder allgemeine Themen aufzuzeigen.

UMMARY (German and English ddress the methodological consid-
erations, ablution, inıtıatıon and baptism In the religions

l his substantia|l collection of CdSdyS of almost 1800 of late antıquıity outside of udalsm and Christianity
IS evoted ablution, inıtıatıon and baptism In wel|l Aas In early Judaism, In earliest Christiani and In the

the ancıent world and their intrıcate interrelationship. Datristic/late ancıent Deriod. The volumes close ith Ive
Based Scandinavian research project, the CS5dyS In thematic CdSdyS and C55dYy> evoted archaeology and
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art history. This combination of different, res DETSDEC- liturgy and practice of the Church The overall approac
tIves and disciplines indicates the varlety of COoONCcepts that IS descriptive; attempt IS made analyse the materia|
WeTeEe prevalent In the ancıent world This variety has noTt and indicate major trajectories OT COTMNMON themes.
yel been ully explore DY systematic theology OT In the

he PFESCHL U1 of three volumes contaıns the ple the NOtTOr10uUSs question of the recognıtion
results ofa maJor research proJect entitled Ablutıon, of baptısm conducted by heretics :0)4 schıismatics
Inıtıatıion an Baptısm ıNn ntıquıty, organised by in the Western and Eastern churches which HAs
Scandınavıan scholars. The partıcıpants ıIn the PTOÖ- NOT eCn addressed sufhicıently for the thırd and
Ject MeTt 1ın 2008 an 2009; the DaDCISs read an tourth centurıies. (1X)
discussed ON those OCCASIONS WEeEIC later supple- Markschies also NOTES the large varlıatı1ons iın ıturg]l-mented by ther PDapCcIS IThe proJject iınvolved 58 cal practices and the CXLTeNtE which the NOTINS (1nscholars; 1t Was international, church Orders an lıturgical books) and the actual

interdisciplinary, wıth Hıstorians of Religion, practice of the rıte differed ın indıvıdual churches
Biblical andClassıcists, Egyptologists, an CONgregations. In addıtion, the contributions

Patrıstic scholars 4A5 ell ASs Art Hıstorians an the proJect indicated
Archaeologists; 1T cshould further be interde- that the application of ritual theory and othernominational wiıth AINONS others, rthodox, QUCESLTS from the Varlı0Ous ultural sCIeENCES DyCatholic and Protestant scholars (from the pref-
ACC In vol xlv—xIvii) scholars of lıturgy the procedure of baptısmal

preparatıon, the actual ACT of baptısm and DOSL-The CSSaVS ATC wriıtten ın English and German. baptismal rıtes 4S IT CA  < be reconstructed from
CSSdVS, ın particular the German ONCS, would aV the pertinent 15 still ıIn Its beginnings,benefhited from Englısh abstracts. but promıses rich rewards. (Ixı)Volume ODCI1S wiıth Aall introductory by Furthermore, scholars ave hardly addressedthe patrıstic cholar Markschies who aptly SU111-
marıses the contribution that the CSSaVS of both the NMATHre of the relatiıonshıp between bap-

tısm an church membershiıp ON the WdY thevolumes make towards understandıng the history
of Christian baptısm, ItSs pre-history an Its imme- Constantınıan 0)8 heodosian Church OLT empıre

and Ifs turther developments after the ourth CENMN-diate reception history. He also lists the quest1Ons LUr Y. Markschies also that there 15 eedan 1SSUES that ATC still for further discussıon
despite this maJor research DIOJECL: and sketches examıne the late ancıent CLa iın Its entirety UD

which need attention ın future research. the eighth CCNLUFY (GC.2 John of Damascus) ASe
Markschies that turther INnquiries Nto ( the Prescht CSdayS and the methodology evel-

oped ISthe subject cshould UuSsSCc the methodology of “dense
description’, which ıIn thıs CdSC

Payıng attention the quiet signals in Antiquity
the ® tor example, the secondary ending of In PDPart ONEC, ‘Methodological Considerations’,ark’s Gospel and the question whether such Klostergaard Petersen offers SULVCY of
> which ATC ften neglected ın thıs CONLTLECXL, ‘“Rıtuals of Purification, tuals of Inıtlation:
contaın ımportant informatıion regardıng the Phenomenological, Taxonomical and Culturallyrole of baptısm in early Christian MmMI1ss1ıOoN and Evolutionary Reflections)’. Hıs discussion includes
propaganda. (1x) the intricate relationship between rituals of purifi

He further Ar UCS that rther esearch needs catıon and Inıt1atıon Ar the prevalence of water AS
be one rıtual INCAalls In the ancıent Mediterranean world

1ın the field of ecclesial] law an the history of lit Ihe also addresses terminology, rıtes of Das
Ur which WEIC ften neglected, ın particular 1ın SdBC, individual phases of the ritual, rituals of Ml
Protestant research of ancıent Christianity. Ihe t1atıon an other rituals, rituals of purification and
iımportant 1SSUES of ecclesial law Q NOT been different LYPCS of riıtual 1ın the ancılent world Ihe

author ArgUCS that while rituals of purification andiscussed sufficiently an studied particularly for
the later CId of the ancıent church, for 111- inıtiatıon ATIC ftound AdC1OS5 IManıYy cultures, the ritual
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of baptısm 15 closely elated LO the CINCISCIICC of and atholıc Christianity. Rothschild wrıtes
the utoplan of relıgıon (one that has Exper1: (JI1 the uncertaın authenticıty of osephus’ WItNESS
enced the transıtıon from Ocatıve form of reli- John the Baptıst; che offers detailed analysıs of
210N, in the cCategorIies of Jonathan Smith the 1 XI and FEONHLCXE of AntJud 181 1061 an of

PDPart LWO SUPVCYS ablution, inıtlatiıon and baptısm ItSs reception history 1ın the manuscrıpt evidence, In
In relig1ons of Late Antıquity outsıde Judaısm and Urigen and in Eusebius, wh: Call be understood N

Christianity. Assmann and Kucharek discuss WItNESSES Josephus.
waTter In the cultural perspective of ancıent Egypt, In ‘“ISt heraufgestiegen, oilt in jeder
the Egyptian theory of the fNooding of the Nıle, Hiıinsıcht als eın Israelıt“ (bYev 47b) ]Das
wafTter and purification In the cult of the dead and Proselytentauchbad 1m frühen Judentum)’,
of Usırıs, the ITheban festival of the decades an Saänger rSt examınes the nature of early Judaısm
the cult Ol the dead in late-Egypt and the notion and ItfSs relationship the wıder Graeco-Roman
OF the “baptısm' of Pharaoch. Hultgard wrIites WOTF. He sketches the far-reaching CONSCYUCNCCS
()I1 “The Mandean Water Rıtual ıIn Late Antıquity’ which conversion Judaism had for gentiles.
(the masbuta aASs late Antıquity ritual, Itfs Iranıan Agalnst thıs background It would be plausıibleelements and ItSs significance ın understanding 4A4SSUN1C that trom the mıiıddle of the Fr CCNLULCYMandean ONgINS). In ‘Baptısm and Greco-Roman onwards gentiles willıing CONVELTL, In partıcu-
Mystery Cults', raf analyses Justin Martyr’s lar WONICHN who would NOT be Ccircumcised, had
references baptısmal rıtuals, Tertulhlian’s undergo SOMNIC nd of ablution for cultic cleans-
testimon1€es an the relationshıp between aptıs Ing and 1n order establish them AdS members of
mal cleansıng and VarıoQOus Dasall purification rItu- the Jewiısh Communıty (294) Saänger then SULVCYSals Pearson addresses baptısm In Sethian the of research regardıng the baptısmGnostic > offering definition and describing
essenti1al features of Sethian Ginosticiısm. He rther of proselytes Judaism 294-298), cCovering Ifs

OrNg1n, dC, Nature, function and significance, all
examınes references baptısm ıIn Varı0Ous Gnostic of which AL disputed. He re-examınes the
wriungs, including the Gospel of Judas Wurst IMOST important regardıng theır dC ATı
COVETIS Manı’s rejection of baptısm ıIn the CONTTO- the function ascriıbed the nte, in order findwiıth the Elchesaites, the rejJection an SpIr- OuTt whether the baptısm of John the Baptıst aniıtualısatıon ofbaptısm iın VarlOus (antı) Manıchaean Christian baptısm ave their ın Jewish PFrOS-MI an rtes of inıtl1atıon ın Manichaeism. he
CSSaVyS indıcate that Varl0ous forms of ablution, 1N1- elyte baptısm, AS 1S usually assumed. He further

examınes the terminology employed for the bap-t1atıon and baptısm WCIC COIMMNMON 1ın the relig10ns F1sSM of proselytes an that the designationof late antıquıty. (Iccurrences In early Judaısm
and Chrıistianity eed be agalnst thıs back- In iıtself 15 NOT helpful AS 1T 1S CANT of ınterpreta-
ground; ın thıs COMNTEXT they made and had 10 Christiana. He then discusses the relationshiıp

between the immersion/ baptısm of proselytes,make SCIISC ıIn CONtINULtY and ıIn CONILTAST the baptısm of John an Christian baptısm in the
avaılable OUTCCS JestLev 14:6; Sib 4:162-169;

udaısm Epictetus, Dass 1.9:19—21 and everal rabbinıc
SOUrCEeS). In these SOUTICCS, proselyte baptısm CallOur CSSAaVS In Part three A devoted ablu-
be understood AS rıtual aCt of inıtıatıon INntOo Israelt10N, Inıtl1atıon an baptısm In early Judaısm

Labahn SULVCVS ablution an ritual purification In (324) Like others before hım, Sänger ArgucCS that
early Judaısm the OC  CS in the Testamentum proselyte baptısm Was NOFt the model for John’s
Lev1, ıIn Jubilees, 1n the Letter of Arısteas and the baptısm (925) SCC C Dockery, ‘Baptısm) in
VarıoOus ead Sea Scroll references. In thıs CONTEXT, Dictionary f Jesus an the Gospels, 5558 In fact
ablution 1$ understood AS the restoration of qual- he that the Christian baptısmal practice

INAYy ME influenced developments iın late SecondILy of ıtfe Freyne Jewish immersion
and Christian baptısm; he describes the theory and Temple Judaısm an early Rabbinic Judaısm rather
practice of CWIS. rıtual washing, the lıterary eV1- than CcE V  ‘9 4S 1S commonly assumed. Saänger
dence and the Man CWIS mMm19V0A "0t, the ‘border- INnquıres what CXTCHE the Christian practice
lıne’ exXISteNCE of Jewish-Christian baptısm and the of baptısm impacted ON the formatıon of proselyte
0)9(2400 and function of immersion ın relatıon the baptısm an promoted ItSs dissemınatıon an>
[WO developing orthodoxı1es of Rabbinic Judaısm tual acceptance’ (3206) and concludes:
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In 1CW Gr the fact that there 15 110 dependable hıs argumentatıon In Corinthians, Galatıans an
evidence for Al early ating of the ıimmersı0N Romans. Hellholm identifies formulas of namıng,
of proselytes an that there arc 110 lıterary ref- of InCorporating, of Justifying, f eing lothed

instruction catechesis iın combina- IVGE and of identifying; Corinthians 12413
t10N wiıth these iImmersi10ns before the miıddle Of might ave een treated In detaıl CggC

addresses baptiısmal phrases in the ‘Deuteropaulinethe second CCENTUF Y, thıs alternative consıdera-
on of influence becomes rather plausıble (527/ Epistles’ (Colossians, Ephesians, Timothy an
detaıiled bıbliography ON 327-334). 1tus) and their nction ın the of these

efters. Both CSSaVS ON Pauline Iıterature aVeIr COFFÜCE; thıs reconstruction of the direction of
influence throws 12 interesting lıght the early specific fOCus; 11C MI1SSES SULVCY artıicle the
interaction between Jews and Chrıistians an indı- heology of baptısm In the Corpus Paulınum.

Schröter studies baptism ın the Acts öf thethat the "partıng of the WaYySs’ INaYy aVve been Apostles, including the place of baptısm ın Luke’sESsSs radical and later than has ften GCen assumed.
In that CdsSCc early bbıinıc udaısm Was inspired theology f history, baptısm 4S enablement tor

WItTNESS ATY AS CNLLY Into the COMMUNItY of believ-by the WaY In 1C Jewish rist1anıty included
CIS, baptısm 1ın the Aıg äle Or Jesus; the baptısm ofgentile in ItSs ranks. John an the reception of the Darıt, baptısm 4A55
the opening of the people of God for gentiles,

New Testament 4an: Early Church the baptısms of the Ethiopian ın Acts and the
baptısm of Paul d exceptional ©  > and the USCPDPart fOUTr includes studies -0)8| ablution, Inıtl1atıon

and baptısm 1n earliest Christianity an the New of tradıtional mater1a]| ın the Lukan baptısm [1al-

TLestament. It wiıth Aall by Labahn ()I1
ratıves. On thıs subject SCC also the etaıle: study
of the ate Avemarıe, IDe Tauferzählungenthe Oor1gın of Christian baptısm according early der Apostelgeschichte: eologıe UuUnN GeschichteChristian SOUTCCS, which SULVCYS the baptısm Gt

Jesus, baptısm 1n the early Jerusalem COomMMunıItYy, (WONT 159: Tübingen: Mohr Sıebeck, 2002
More attention cshould have eecn given theJesus AS baptıser an John the Baptıst AR) po1Nts of baptısm of household leaders who WEeETC baptıseddeparture. According Labahn, baptısm AaDPCAaIs ogether wıth theıir houses Acts 16:15, 5155°

AdS post-kaster creation and 4A5 all inıtlatıon ritual
Into the 1CW Communıty 1ın CONtinulty wıth the SG also HI and 18:8) Some scholars ave

argued that such “household baptısms’ obviouslybaptısm of John etz wrıtes Jesus’ bap- included NOT only MOST 0)8 al adult 0)4 adolescent
t1ısm and the OrNgINS of the Christian riıtual of bap- members of the household but also children and
tism, addressing 1SSUES of histor1ography an of infants. They SCC in these household baptiısms the
COomparatıve religion. He SCCS5 Mark KT AdS the biblical warrant for infant baptısm Orther scholars
earliest baptısmal and studies Its interpre- emphasise that the of these EVENTS [1=
atıon iın the other Gospels According Mark,
°the candal of the unfolded ıIn Jesus’ ıfe

tiıon proclamatıon of the gospel and CONVversi1ON;
therefOore, obviously, only people who had

0)8| ecarth. beginning wıth hıs baptısm by John the faıth WCCIC baptised. In IV Oplnıon, OtN
Baptıst” (593) Hartman,; author of the CNLLY ATC Argumenta sılent10 and be verihed.
ON Baptism IN the Anchor Bıble Dictionary, offers Ihe soclal, relig10us, polıtical and economıcal S19-
NOTES the baptısmal tormulas. He SULVCYVS the nıhlıcance of houses/households an the interac-
different formulas *“into the 1alllc of the Lord t1on between VarlıOus members of the COTC famıly
Jesus’, In the of Jesus Christ’”, “because of an extended members ave recently been studied
the Lalllec of Jesus Christ . ““nto the LLaAaNlc of the ın INOTC detaiıl Dy classıcal scholars (e. olidar
Father and the Son an the Holy Spirıt" and their ILy wıthin the famıly an house, the role of the
OCCUHTTENCE ıIn different cCOommunıtlcatıon S1ITUAt1IONS famılıas 1ın the household). It 1L10W needs
from the “en1gmatıc beginning’ onward, including
SOMC references outside the New lestament

be what fresh ıght such studies Caln she
these of household baptısm, the people

SOMMC Greek after the New Testament. involved an theır respective AQCS
Hellholm describes ‘“Vorgeformte Byrskog, wrıting 0)8! baptısm 1ın the Letter

Tauftraditionen und deren Benutzung In den the Hebrews, ArSUCS that 1n Hebrews 6:1-6,
Paulusbriefen’, SULVCY öf pre-formed baptismal 0:9- 1 () an 1():2 aDa baptısm 15 understood d IM-
tradıtions In Paul an their rhetorical function ın tlatıon, S AS christological, eschatologica an
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non-repeatable t1es an differences between Paul,; Mark, Matthew,
ACts, John and late New Jestament siımılarThe baptısm of the believers Wds ın distinction
SUTNINAaL V and analysıs of the theologıcal an SOC10-other baptısms of such importance

for the NCW ıfe of the believer that ItS reJEC:- logıcal aASPCCLS of baptısm in the New Testament
on would INCaAan nothing but final destruction would ave been welcome.

In thiıs part the New Testament, Romans(602)
OXNES contributes “Because of “t_he Name of 6:1:141 would ave deserved Aall of ItSs WI1

(It 15 treated ın SOMNI1C detaıl Dy €  olm, A2)Christ” Baptısm Al the LOcatıon of Identity 1ın 452, 459-462;, 468-470.) he SAdl11Cc applies pCI-Peter.. arguıng for the centrality of Peter 3° 1 R 77
and relatıng baptısm the SITLICTUHFE and O: haps also Ephesians 4:5 (some ITrGCAaLMMENT by
S1t10N of Peter. 10 be placed 1ın OChrist’? func- CggC, 51/-550J). In addıtion, artıcle might

also have addressed the question of infant baptısmt10NS 45 spatıal metaphor in thıs letter. Moxnes
that the conflict wıth the WOTr described and the New Testament. On relatively few GE a-

In the letter should be understood AS dislocation S10NS children AL In VIECW In the narratıves and
etters of the New TLestament. ıle chılaren 1ınof identity an displacement AS stiıgmatısatıon and
antıquıity ıIn general ave received IMNOTC attentionshame. Ihe readers experience displacement and

ave received place 1ın ( Hrr the baptısmal in PFECGENT peseafch, the question of infant baptısm
metaphor ofbeing 1n OChrıist? in the of 1ın the New Llestament ave Ran settled

considered inconclusive by an arge SINCE thePeter derives from the presupposıtion that ethnıc
identity 1S fluid an Cd!  — be changed; Aat the Herce aı detaijled CONtroversies between Dy
time IT PTI'  S that through baptısm A 15 Aland, Barth, Jeremi1as an others between

the 1950s an the In scholar-placed ın al identity that 15 stable an SIrONgCC
than AalıYy PreviIOUS ethnıc identity (624; SCC also shıp there 15 CONSCHNSUS that infant baptısm O€es
Kı Ustmeyer, aufe und YDOS. Elemente und NOT AaDPDPCAr ıIn the New lestament. In 1eW of the
eologıe der Tauftypologıe ın Korıinther und debate VCT infant baptısm SINCE the Reformation,

of this CONLFOVECISY and of the continued signif1-Petrus |WUNTI Tübingen: onr
SICDECK; 2000 |). of baptısm In the ecumenıical discourse, IT

Schnelle examınes anomting, Spiırıt an bap- 1S noteworthy that the prescnt proJject OC€s NOT
include Aall artıcle infant baptısm In the Newt1sm ın John; he addresses the historical siıtuation

of the letter and ItSs confrontatıon wiıith heretics. Testament. (For infant baptısm In the Christjan
Schnelle further describes charısma In the cultural apocrypha, SCC below. ) Thıs observatıon 15 telling
environment of the letter an Its USC In John, in number Of ways. The New Testament O€s NOT

indicate whether and how the children of believ-aM the relationship between charısma and Spirıt
In John In hıs “‘Matthew and CT hould be inıtiated iInto the CommunıIty of faıth
Mark 9:)2 Different VWays ofRelating Baptısm prior their OWIN personal rCepCNTLANCC and faıth

the Joint Mıssıon of God, John the Baptıst, Acts 2:36) Wırth few eXCEptIONSs the addressees of
Jesus, and their Adherents‘. Hartvıgsen the New lestament WCIC ME generationb}
examınes the authenticity and of Ooth DaSs the integration of theiır offspring into the3

and offers detaıiled COmparıson. Baptısm 1S NItYy 1S NOT 1ın 1E W. T herefore. NOT the basıs of
discussed In relation Christology, ecclesiology anıy New lestament evidence but led by dogmatıc
and eschatology. Hartvıgsen reflects ON the ral and ecclesial interests, several AVE een
performance of the Gospels, baptısm 1ın of argued for ‘bıiblical? foundatıon of the practice of
Matthew and Mark and In closing that infant baptısm 4S valıd Sacrament an inıtlatıon
baptısm SCS VE AS link between the gospel world rıte for infants.
and the real WOTr of members of the audience.
rlsen Se1im scrutinıses the baptısmal reflections Early ChurchIn the Fourth Gospel, discussing the baptısmal
practices of John an Jesus, the CEXpression ‘gen- Volume STAarts In AartfIVvE wiıth detailed
eratıon from above) ın John and the significance of ablution, Inıtlatıon an baptısm 1ın the patrıstic
of the lıfe-giving pırı Finally, Wiıschmeyer per10d. Lindemann wriıtes ON fr frühchrist-
discusses the hermeneutical aASPCCLS of baptısm ın iıchen Taufprax1is DiIie Taufe ın der Didache, be1l
the New TLestament. She analyses the commonalı- Justin und ıIn der Didaskalıia). He concludes
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The hardly reflect the understandiıng of baptısm of Jesus, the PUrDOSC of baptısm, infant
baptısm Aall explicit “theology of bap- baptısm, the post-baptiısmal ıte an baptısm and

Platonısm.»”  tısm rather they reflect the baptısmal practices
ıIn early Christian CommunlıitI1es, probably in In “Inıtlation iın the ostolıc Iradıtion),
Syria an Rome (767) Ekenberg examınes extual problems, the under-

standıng of the iNnıt1atıon DITOCCSS, the meanıng1) 2 och describes the interpretation ofbaptısm
in Ignatıus and the Epistle of Barnabas:; hıs dis- attrıbuted baptısm baptısm and CONversiOon,
CUSSION includes what Ignatıus SdVS about the bap- escapıng eviıl forces, iInıtl1atıon and COMMUNItTY,

forgiveness of SINS and CW birth) Thet1sm of Jesus an of Christians, Barnabas 6:8-18,
baptısm a4aSs the gift of the of ıfe ıIn Barnabas closes wıth an Englısh translatıon of the ÄApostolıc
T an baptısm in relatıon cult metaphors ıIn Tradıtion 16271 enberg that

Considerable STIrESS 15 a1d In IT ON inıtl1atıonBarnabas. Blomkvist studies the teaching 0)8!

baptısm in the Shepherd Ol L1EMNaS, including the AS PTOCCSS of ıncere Ta wıth the INıt1-
themes of baptısm and metano1d, baptısm 1ın the Afe s  2 former lıfe, an wıth the demonic forces
allegory of the an references ıIn Vıs10 ı7 thought dominate non-believing human
an Sımalıtudo eXIStENCE, 4A5 ell AS ON hıs Or her Incorporation

E -M Becker contributes study of baptısm ın INntoO the Christian COMMUNItTY. Baptısm itself 15
Marcıon, including baptısm according Adversus conceived ofboth d AT of confession of faıth

an AS all experience Savıng of God,Marcıonem, baptısm according Tertullian’s
DEe baptısmo and Marcıon’s understanding of the forgiving SINS and bestowing ıfe Pa 1034
meanıng of the Abpostolıkon an of the Gospel. In Popkes ON ° DIe Tauftheologie
‘Baptısm aAM ON the Valentinians’, I1Thomassen yprlans’, covering the PAaNscC of aptısma eco
SULVCYS the practice of baptısm, the value of bap- OSV In yprlan’s wrıitings, the relationshıp between
sm an ItSs COMPONCNHNLES the value of the ritual baptısm and “blood’ baptısm ın persecution
ıIn general, the relatıve value of baptısm an: an martyrdom, yprilan’s posıtion ın the CONLTLrO-
anomting, the meanıng of baptısm redemption, about baptısm adminiıistered by heretics and
Jesus’ baptısm 4S model, the bridal hamber Cyprian’s ] etter AS the MOST iımportant OUu
and the unıon wıth angels and other ideas 455 for hıs baptısmal theology. Wehnert sketches
cl1ated wiıth baptısm in this Tabbernee “ Taufvorstellungen in en Pseudoklementinen’,
addresses baptısm and Inıtl1atıon ın the Montanıst describing the novel an ItfSs Org1n, the pıcture
MOVEMENL, payıng attention the baptısmal for: and understandıng of baptısm ın Its Varı0ous lıter-
mula of the Montanısts, the synod of Iconıum, AL Y layers an ItSs portraya of John the Baptıst.

Cyprian and hıs interaction wıth Montanısm in Lattke TPSE briefly SULPVCYS Syriac Christianity untiıl
North Africa, related Oort. Afrıcan INSCYIPLONS, halcedon an then studies Aphrahat’s writings

the cult of the Martyr Montanus, Montanıst an SOUICCS, the allusions an quotations from
baptısm ın Phrygıia, rebaptısm and baptısm of the New Jestament,. terminology, definitions of
OTr ON behalf of the dead CIrCUuMCISION an baptısm, the baptısm of Jesus,

Under the title “Simplicıty an Power‘. belief In baptısm, baptısm an belief, baptısm
Norderval reads Tertullan’s DEe Baptısmo and understood 4A5 second CIrCUMCISION, second birth,
examınes the historical COTHEXT of the treatıse, washıing and rem1ıssiOcN of SINS, baptısm and 111al-

Tertullian’s theology of baptısm, the actual bap- rage/celibacy Al finally baptısm an the Holy
tismal rıte an baptısmal regulations. Hägg pırı
COVeEerSs baptısm In Clement of Alexandrıa: the Seppälä addresses ‘Baptısmal Mystery ıIn St
baptismal SC4SOMN and the catechumenate, Jesus’ Ephrem the Syrıan and Hymnen de Epiphanıa).
OW: baptısm AS paradıgm as understood Dy Discussion includes Ephrem’s ymns and the
Clement: baptısm 4S purification of SINS and the aptısma C  „ the baptısm of Christ 4S COSMIC
question of hereditary gulut, baptısm AS restoratiıon MVYSTECTY, mMYySsticısm of immersiocn and O1l, the
an 11CW biırth and 4S instrumental 1ın perfection pneumatıc, the Irmnitarıian, paschal an personal
and enlightenment. Hällström asks “More dimensions of baptısm, baptısm AS call g-
han Inıtıation? Baptısm According Urıgen of gle and the USsSc of biblical imagerYy of paradise an
Alexandria)’. He discusses Origen’s terminology other Old Jlestament iImagery for baptısm. In hıs
and background an hıs ST  IS regardıng the 0)8! Cyrıil of Jerusalem, Day introduces the
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Catechetical CEIMVES and the Letter of Macarıus, che Perspektiven’. He COVCTIS baptısmal rituals In
analyses the Jordan CVEnNnT AdS theological frame- the YrSt four centurıies and cshows the usefulness of
work and describes the lıturgy of baptısm ıIn the approaches based ritual CcOrYy under the head-
Catechetical Lectures including ritual UCHCC, lIines “*transformation ımiınalıty”, “embodiment
miınısters, pre-ımmersıion rıtuals, the seal, the habıtus’ an “cultural performance). In ‘Se al
actual immers10n, anomting, 1Imposıtion of hands an Baptısm in Early Christianity”, Sandnes
an transıtorial rituals; he also addresses the bap- examınes the SE AS non-relig10us idea and 4S
tismal lıturgy of the Mystagogical Catecheses. F mark of randıng expressing belonging, author-
Ramellı: describes the significance of baptısm In ItY, protection and oblıgation. He also discusses
Gregory of Nyssa’s theology and ItSs Orlıentatiıon Corinthians 1-Z2. Shepherd of Hermas ( Vist0
eschatology. S Sımalıtudo S- )7 the sea] and Exodus In

In “ohannes Chrysostomus: DiIe zehn Gaben Melıito of Sardıs’ (n Pascha 14-17, the seal In* CHRISTOPH STENSCHKE ®  Catechetical Lectures and the Letter of Macarius,  che Perspektiven’. He covers baptismal rituals in  analyses the Jordan event as theological frame-  the first four centuries and shows the usefulness of  work and describes the liturgy of baptism in the  approaches based on ritual theory under the head-  Catechetical Lectures including ritual sequence,  lines ‘transformation — liminality’, ‘embodiment  ministers, pre-immersion rituals, the seal, the  — habitus’ and ‘cultural performance’. In ‘Seal  actual immersion, anointing, imposition of hands  and Baptism in Early Christianity’, K.O. Sandnes  and transitorial rituals; he also addresses the bap-  examines the seal as a non-religious idea and as  tismal liturgy ofthe Mystagogical Catecheses. I.L.E.  a mark of branding expressing belonging, author-  Ramelli describes the significance of baptism in  ity, protection and obligation. He also discusses 2  Gregory of Nyssa’s theology and its orientation to  Corinthians 1:21-22, Shepherd of Hermas ( Visio  eschatology.  3, Similitudo 8-9), the seal and Exodus 12 in  In ‘lohannes Chrysostomus: Die zehn Gaben  Melito of Sardis’ On Pascha 14-17, the seal in 2  ... der Taufe’, R. Brändle comments on particular  Clement..in. Theclaand ın the. Acts of _ Lhomas.  elements of the Antiochene theology of baptism,  H.-U. Weidemann analyses the close link between  on aspects of John Chrysostom’s understanding  “Taufe und Taufeucharistie: Die postbaptismale  of baptism, on his Sermo ad neophytes and on the  Mahlgemeinschaft. ın Quellen des 2. und 3.  Jahrhunderts’. He describes baptismal Eucharist  relationship between baptism and original sin.  R. Aasgaard examines the views of Ambrose and  in Justin Martyr, the process of the initiation of  Augustine on baptism and the construction of  pagans to the Eucharist in the Didache, baptism as  Christian identity; he analyses Ambrose’s treatises  the initiation to ascetic table fellowship in various  The Sacraments and The Mysteries and Augustine’s  apocryphal acts, in the Pseudo-Clementine writ-  Easter Sermones. Baptism is employed as a bound-  ings and the references to milk and honey in the  ary marker for the neophytes regarding their past  Traditio Apostolica.  H. Löhr comments on ‘Kindertaufe im frühen  or relating to outsiders in the present. Aasgaard  concludes that  Christentum: Beobachtungen an den neutesta-  for both Ambrose and Augustine, baptism plays  mentlichen Apokryphen’. He summarises the  possible references to infant baptism in the New  a crucial part in their understanding of Christian  identity and in their strategies for shaping and  Testament Apocrypha, the direct references, the  strengthening such an identity. (1277)  oikos formula, mass baptisms, the understanding  of baptism and infant baptism in Pseudo-Clement,  In ı The - Efficacy: of. Baptism in / Augustines  to conclude that  Theology’, J. Patout Burns outlines the African  conflicts over baptism (Tertullian, Cyprian, the  the motifs and concepts of baptism which  appcar in the source do not necessarily require  Treatise on Rebaptism, the Donatist conflict,  Optatus of Melvis) and describes Augustine’s the-  the baptism of young children and infants.  ology of baptism, including baptism in unity and  One cannot say that the baptism of children or  infants does not appear in early Christianity. But  schism, baptismal consecration and sanctification,  in remembering the beginnings, as it is reflected  the minister of baptism, baptism in special circum-  stances and baptism in the Pelagian controversy.  in various sources, this practice does not play a  ©: Hesse traces‘Der Streit über die Wirkung  significant role. Perhaps even more telling is the  der Taufe im frühen Mönchtum: Die Taufe bei  fact that this practice is not reflected theologi-  Makarios/Symeon, Markos Eremites und den  cally (1547-1548).  Messalianern’, offering a sketch of the various early  In Das Taufbekenntnis in (der frühen‘ Kirche?,  monastic baptismal theologies. Following this, H.  R. Staats addresses confession, faith and symbol  Lundhaugh addresses baptism in the monaster-  as key notions, the relationship between public  ijes of Upper Egypt. He surveys baptism in the  confession and confession in baptismal liturgy, the  Pachomian Corpus and the Writings of Shenoute,  Credo as confession of the church, the baptism  and compares both positions.  of individuals, the renouncing of evil and pledg-  These studies of individual fathers and wider  ing loyalty to Christ. He further discusses ‘one  movements in the ancient church are followed in  baptism’ in the Apostolic Creed, offers compari-  Part six by thematic surveys. C. Strecker writes  son of ancient church apologetic and confession,  on “Taufrituale im frühen Christentum und in der  describes particular forms in the Christian Orient  Alten Kirche: Historische und ritualwissenschaftli-  and analyses the Nicaenum as ecumenical text.  7166 * ETZX2der Jauile.. Brändle ON particular Clement, 1n Thecla and ın the Acts of IThomas.
elements of the Antiochene theology 5r baptısm, H.- Weidemann analyses the close lınk between
ON aAaSPCCIS of John Chrysostom’s understandıng “Laufe nd Taufeucharıistie: Dıe postbaptismale
of baptısm, hıs SErMO ad neophytes and the Mahlgemeinschaft in Quellen des und

Jahrhunderts’. He describes baptismal Eucharistrelatiıonshıp between baptısm and original SIN.
Aasgaard examınes the VICWS of Ambrose an ın Justin Martyr, the PDIOCCS of the inıtl1atıon of

Augustine OI baptısm and the construction of DAa dlıs the Eucharıst ın the Didache, baptısm AS

Christian identity; he analyses Ambrose’s treatıises the inıtlatıon ascetIiCc table fellowship 1n VarlOus
The SAacraments and The Mysterıes and Augustine’s apocryphal aCIS, iın the Pseudo-Clementine WE
FKaster SEYTMONES. Baptısm 15 employed 4S bound- Ings and the references milk and honey 1n the
ar V marker for the neophytes regardıng theır Dast Tradıtzo Abpostolıca.

1LÖöhr ON “Kındertaufe 1mM trühenrelatıng outsiders 1n the PreSCNL. asgaarı
concludes that Christentum: Beobachtungen al en —

for both Ambrose an Augustine, baptısm plays mentlichen Apokryphen He sSummarıses the
possible references infant baptısm iın the Newcrucıial part ın their understandıng ofChrıistian

identity and In their strategı1es tor shaping and Testament pocrypha, the direct referenCces, the
strengthening such identity. (1277/) 01ko0s formula, 1114S5$5 baptısms, the understandıng

of baptısm A infant baptısm in Pseudo-Clement,In “Ihe Efhicacy of Baptısm ın Augustine’s conclude thatTheology’, Patout Burns outlınes the Afrıcan
conflhects baptısm (Tertullian, Cyprıan, the the motifs and of baptısm which

APPCaL iın the SOUICC do NOT necessarıly requıre[Treatıse ON Rebaptısm, the Donatıst conflict,
Uptatus of Melvıs) an describes Augustine’s the- the baptısm of children and infants.
Ol0gYy of baptısm, including baptısm In Uunıty and One Can AOoT SaV that the baptısm of children OTr

infants O€s NOT ADPDCAL 1n early Christianity. Butschiısm, baptısmal cOoNnsecratıon and sanctification, ıIn remembering the beginnings, aSs 1T 15 reflectedthe miıinıster of baptısm, baptısm ıIn speclal CIrCUuM-
TANCES 5a7 baptısm ın the Pelagiıan CONLFrOVETSY. ıIn Varl10ous SOUTCCS, thıs practice O€s NOT play

Hesse TTACEes ° Jer Streit ber die Wiırkung significant role. Perhaps LNOTC telling 15 the
der Taufe 1mM rühen Mönchtum: IdIıie Taufe be]l fact that thıs practice 15 NOT reflected theologi-
Makarıos/Symeon, arkos Eremites un den cally (1547-1548).
Messalianern’, offering sketch ofthe VarloOus early In “ )as Taufbekenntnis In der frühen Kırche";
MONASTIC aptısm theologies. Following thıs, Staats addresses confession, faıth and symbol
Lundhaugh addresses baptısm ıIn the MONASTETr- 4S key NOt1ONS, the relatiıonshiıp between publıc
1€eSs of pper Egypt He SULPVCVS baptısm iın the confession and confession in baptismal lıturgy, the
Pachomıan Corpus and the Wrıtings of Shenoute, T AS confession of the church, the baptısm
and both pOosıt10ns. of individuals, the renounCINg of eviıl Ayal pledg-

These studies of indıyıdual athers and wıder Ing loyalty Christ He further d1iscusses one
mM  3Tts ıIn the ancıent church dIC followed In baptısm' In the Apostolic Creed offers COmparı-
Dart y by thematıc SULVCVYS. Strecker wrIıtes SON of ancıent church apologetic an confession,
ON “Taufrituale 1m frühen Christentum nd In der describes particular forms ın the Christian rıent
Alten Kırche Hıstorische und ritualwıissenschaftlı- and analyses the Nıcaenum 4S ecumenıical FEXT.

166 & EJT DA



KEVIEW AÄRTICLE BLUTION, INITIATION AND) BAPTISM | ATE NTIQUITY, ARLY UDAISM AND ARLY (CHRISTIANITY

TIThe final Part contaıns contributions Roman world, INtOo Asıa and, later: Northern
archaeology and aTT history: Brandt, Europe. Obviously, the search broadens fur-

‘Understanding the Structures of Early Christian ther wıth the spread of Chrıistianity shores
Baptisteries’; Korol an Rıeckesmann, “ Neues from the Hifteenth CCENTUFrY onwards.

den alt- und neutestamentlichen Darstellungen Ihe CSa VD indicate that understanding ablu-
im Baptısterıum VOIN Dura-Europos’; Jensen, t10N, Inıtl1atıon an baptısm 1S 110 longer Dar-
‘Baptiısmal Practices Aat North Afrıcan Martyrs’ ticularly theologıcal ut Held wıde OPDCI
Shrines’; Schneider, ‘ DiIie Entwicklung der for interdisciplinary research. distinct hıstorical
Taufbecken ıIn der pätantıke’; Apostolos- interest (hıstory and phenomenology of relıgi0n)
Cappadona, L“I understand the MYSLCI Y, an and several mMIınOor QUCSLS EG evident. Some C5SdyS
recCognIıze the sacrament ”: On the conology f ATC heavıly indebted the questiOons and methods
Ablution, Baptısm, an Inıt1ation) an of ultural studies and SOCIOL0gy an 4S such er
Mitchell, “The Poetics an Politics of Christian welcome and fresh perspectives. The proJect 1$
Baptısm ın the Abercius Monument’). SLrONg detaıjled descriptions and analyses of the

Volume contaıns 104 colour images an illus-
trat1ons related the artıcles ıIn volumes 18ie

ancılent evidence but trom the introductory
Dy Markschies (and perhaps Wischmeyer’sand LW lısts of technical 1ın Greek, Latın hermeneutical reflections), there ArCc SULIT1-

and ther ancıent languages, ındex of modern INar V artıicles OTr al synthesis. 1t 15 left
authors, subjects andGan 1ST of the edi- the readers TAW OUuUtT the theologica implica-
T[OFrS an contributors thıs substantıal enterprise. t10NS; for example, whart 15 unıque about Chrıistian

baptısm ın VICW of the wıde spread of ablutions
and inıtlatıon practices 1ın the ancıent WOTr AnEvaluation

These three volumes AT€ milestone ıIn the schol- attempt do (1& NOT SCCIN be the interest
of the scholars involved. These volumes thus TEeS-arly study of the OC  C3S, the interrelation-

ship Ar the significance of ablution, inıtl1atıon t1 the postmodern chıft ın the humanıties in
general and ın biblical studies ın SPECHIC, In theoand baptısm In the per10d under diSsCuss1ON; anı y logical faculties and indirectly also in the church.further discussıon CAaNNOT but take OTe of them

TIhe CSa yS testify ın detail the richness an
vitalıty of the New Testament and patrıstic reflec- Other books
t1on Il baptısm an baptismal practices. wealth In the CCeEHNTr third volume of the Encyclopedia ofof informatıon and theologıica reflection 0)8! the the and A Reception (Berlin: de Gruyter,ancıent OUTCECcSs 15 gathered In these volumes which 20115 baptısm 15 discussed In S1X sect10Ons:
Call help us understand the heology an PLaC- Hartmann wrıites about baptısm ıIn the Newtice of the ancılent church. Testament (Gree terminology, John’s baptısm,As these volumes focus OM antıquıty, they Jesus’ baptısm Dy John, baptısm ın early Christiancshould be supplemented Dy further studıies OI Communıtı1es, Paul; the so-called Deuteropaulinethe subject 1n the sixth and seventh CCNTUFY

the period of John of ]N )amascus, accord- letters; the Acts of the Apostles, Peter: Hebrews,
Matthew 28:16-20, John, Mark 9-20) IheIng Markschies ın hıs introductory N1Ss

0)8! baptısm In Christianity by Spinkswould be in line with recenNnT stretch
COVCTI'S baptısm AS Dy the Greek al atınthe per10d under discussıon from LNOTC narrowly Fathers, Orthodox Churches and early medievalunderstood ‘patrıstic studies late ancılent stud-

1es Such supplementary hould include tımes, medieval times an the Reformation CIdA,
modern Europe and America. In closing SpinksON the early slamıc FESPDONSCS ablution, briefly refers developments 1ın the non-Westerninıtlatıon an baptısm. I would also be interesting

take the discussıiıon further ıIn TE an dAd1Cd in world
Oorder understand how the heritage regardıng Newer churches ın Asıa and Africa ave QUCS-
these tOPICS W as developed In the Middle Ages, tioned whether they cshould sımply aCCCDL

adaptations of products of European culture,the Reformation O1a and ON Furthermore, 11C

should examıne how the ancıent heritage changed whether from the older APC of imperlalısm
an Was adapted when Christianity ventured fur- MOTC Fecent times. Some AUC sought riches ın

theıir WI1 cultural rtes of inıtl1atıon that couldther beyond the boundarıes of the Hellenistic-
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be incorporated in rıtes öf Christian baptısm. tısm the relationship of John’s Christian
Kabasele Lumbala, for example, describes rıte baptısm rıtes of ablution (Ef: the entries
of adult baptısm In Zaire, where the renunc1a- ‘Ablutions 8 in volume ıE columns 108-120;
tıon entaiıls the baptizand Iyıng down Mat ere 11C O00 1n vaın ftor Islamic reacti1ons
an eing covered wiıth banana leaves while Christian baptısm). The remalnıng sect10ons arc ON

of penıtence 0)8 mournıng 15 struck baptısm in lıterature (J Keuss), in the visual AartS

During the baptısm Incense 15 wafted around (M ne) and in Hlm (} eCou) (rOss ref-
and Al elaborate conferring of 1 takes CFEL 1S made the entries ‘Baptısm of Jesus’,
place (463 ‘“Baptisteries’, ‘Baptists’, ‘Confirmation’, Infant

Iwo urther examples 1 briefly described, ONC Baptısm' an the Baptist”.
from S!I Lanka (a contextualised baptismal rıte Also of interest AdIC the osubstantial MONOgrap

by Ferguson, Baptısm In the arly Church:from the Christian Workers’ Fellowship) an TI

from Afrıcan-American Congregations 463-464). 1St07Y, Theology, an Liturgy ın the Fırst Fıve
IThe third C  > 0)8!| baptısm ın udaism by Centurıes (Gran Rapıds Eerdmans, 2009
Chazan, merely deals wiıth medieval Jewiısh wiıth VCL 900 an the short SUPVCY by

(polemical) PCSPONSCS Christian baptısm; nel- Christian and Olbrich (e@S;); IDie aufe
ther ere 11OT ıIn the secti1on baptısm In the New Eıinführung ın Geschichte UuUN Prasxıs (Darmstadt:
Testament 15 there anı y reference proselyte bap- Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 2008

'IThe Church and the World Understanding the
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ıdrew Kırk

hıs remarkable book CX al the bıblical mater1al ()I1 M1SSION, fOocCusıng speclally
OM the Church’s ethical wıtness. Ihe author [Urns hıs attention
of M1sSsSI1ON TOM history and, last, discusses changing VIEWS ()I1 the church’s
M1SSIONAFY undertaking after World War the debates OVCI the CONCCDL of

M1SS1O De1; the Church’s preferential option for the lıberatıon of the POOT, 1ts
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