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before 63-64 and consıders It NOLT unlikely that the Christians In Asıa Mıiınor AS hıs “ghost-writer’”
Iychicus (Eph 6:21) could aVE wrıtten the letter for Colossians and Ephesıians.
OI behalf of the apostle.“ We Caln also think of the Perhaps Ephesians W d letter intended for
theological teacher Epaphras AS Paul’s c  ghost- ciırculatiıon beyond Asıa Mınor, CVEGN though at
wrıter). As 11C famıliar wiıith the VCOS CYV he YTSt It IMaV VE een intended particularly for
would ave had sıgnıfıcant influence Colossians that regio0n.” It contaıns further developments of
(Col Z 4:12). In that letter Paul could work EeSst thoughts from other etters of Paul Compare for
through the teacher of the Colossians, Epaphras, example Thessalonians K 14} wıth Ephesians
whıile holding hıs principle: 1 those outside 5_3 Ephesians 2:20 wiıth Galatıans 6  „ regardıng
the l aw, became 4S OLC outside the law* RÜDIGER FUCHS ®  before AD 63-64 and considers it not unlikely that  the Christians in Asia Minor as his ‘ghost-writer’  Tychicus (Eph 6:21) could have written the letter  for Colossians and Ephesians.  on behalf of the apostle.* We can also think of the  Perhaps Ephesians was a letter intended for  theological teacher Epaphras as Paul’s ‘ghost-  circulation beyond Asia Minor, even though at  writer’. As one familiar with the Lycos Valley he  first it may have been intended particularly for  would have had significant influence on Colossians  that region.? It contains further developments of  (Col 1:7; 4:12). In that letter Paul could work best  thoughts from other letters of Paul. Compare for  through the teacher of the Colossians, Epaphras,  example 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 with Ephesians  while holding to his principle: “To those outside  5-6; Ephesians 2:20 with Galatians 6:9; regarding  the law, I became as one outside the law ... so that  circumcision and the teaching on grace Ephesians  I might win those outside the law’ (1 Cor 9:21).  2 with Galatians and Romans; or the ‘body of  Colossians and Ephesians are closely related stylis-  Christ’ metaphor in Ephesians with 1 Corinthians  tically and it is possible that their style is in fact the  12 and Romans 12. Was the congregation of  style of Epaphras.  Ephesus also supposed to bring copies of the letter  What we learn about Epaphras in the New  to Macedonia, Achaia and the Galatian region in  Testament can be read like a summary of Ephesians.  the vicinity of Colossae?  Can we perhaps gain a sense of how much this  Whatever the case, in this examination I will  theologian and teacher might have influenced Paul  first outline the chronology of the letters of Paul,  in the writing of Ephesians? We read in Colossians  including Ephesians, which I consider the most  1:6-8 that the gospel  likely.'° Thereafter I will base my dating proposal  ... has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit [cf.  for Ephesians more fully on the Pauline chronol-  Eph 5:9] and growing in the whole world,> so  ogy and its character as a legacy. In the third and  it has been bearing fruit among yourselves [Eph  last part I will discuss the arguments that for many  5:9] from the day you heard it and truly com-  speak against the authenticity of Ephesians.  prehended the grace of God.® This you learned  from Epaphras, our beloved fellow-servant. He  is a faithful minister of the Christ (the article is  1. Ephesians in the Pauline Chronology  present in the Greek and is used often in Col  and Eph!) on our behalf; and he has made  1.1 Was Paul silent after Romans?  Through Christ, Paul was a ‘transformed zealot’  known to us your (ove in the Spirit.”  for the love of God. Involved with his whole heart  Then in Colossians 4:12-13: ‘“Epaphras, who is  and ready to accept nearly every risk in mission-  one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you.  ary (2 Cor 11; Rom 15:19.29), catechetical (1  He is always wrestling in his prayers on your behalf  Cor 4:17) and literary work, he was a very active  ... (Of all Pauline letters, Ephesians starts with  the longest prayers on behalf of the addressees,  apostle. It is unthinkable that Paul, so eagerly  in chapter 1, 3:14-21 and 6:18-20.) The apostle  engaged for God and congregation in the years  prior to his imprisonments in Caesarea and Rome,  continues,  would have become silent after his imprisonment.  so that you may stand mature and fully  assured in everything that God wills. For I tes-  He had a strong sense of responsibility for all his  CcoNgregations (1 Ihess 13; 2 Cor 11:28) and  tify for him that he has worked hard for you and  indeed for all gentile Christians (Rom 1, 15-16).  for those in Laodicea and Hierapolis.?  He therefore wanted especially to have his letters  And Philemon 23 reads: ‘Epaphras, my fellow  (1-2 Thessalonians; 1-2 Corinthians; Philippians,  prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you.’  Philemon, 1-2 Timothy) and circulars (Galatians,  Epaphras was a Jewish-Christian teacher (see  Romans, Ephesians, Colossians, Titus) read by all  below) to whom Paul ascribes nearly equal rank,  cONgregations‘ (1 Thess5:2%:; 1 'Cor' 1:2:2'Cor  calling him a ‘servant of Christ Jesus’ (cf. Col 4:12  1:1; Col 4:16). This Paul would never have given  with Rom 1:1 and Phil 1:1). Paul would surely  up his congregations, or himself, to the opponents  have been pleased to have received information  he had fought so hard (Gal, Rom 16:17-20, Phil  and advice from such a teacher, in order to write  1:15-18; 3:2-19). Would the:Paul we _ experience  ‘as a non-Jew to non-Jews’ (see 1 Cor 9:20-22).  in 1 Corinthians 4:1-21, 2 Corinthians 11-12 and  An old, chained and very ill Paul would in fact have  elsewhere have failed to use the two years of rela-  had every reason to choose precisely this teacher of  tively mild custody in Caesarea (Acts 24:23) and  14 *EL 231  ;Sthat CIrCcumcIısıON an the teaching Ephesians
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conclude that after wrıiting Romans, CVCINN Paul the cornerstone’) (Eph 2:20) In other words, Paul

ftorced the INaCtIVILYy of “house arrest’ would NOT wrıtes 4A5 typic wriıter of antıquity. He O€s NOT
aAVNe been “sılenced). He ould ÜV sed all pOSSIL- wrıte from hıs COW) perspective, but rather from
bilıties mentioned by Theissen 1n order continue the perspective of hıs CHTFEHNLE and future readers,

Calc A “tather’ an “mother’ for his cchildren? (} who, ollowing hım an the apostolic CIa, ll Iıve
€eESss 1-  „ Cior 4-1 Cor 11:28-29). d Christians regardless of which rulers and DOWCLIS

It 1S probable that C A  x know when Paul Ar they dIC living under (Eph L21) In WaV, he 1$
least assumed that he would be able CaArc for already writing In the entire collegiumhıs CONgregations 1E last time Dy of ofapostles, those already dead 4S well AS those wh
cırcular letter. Io 881  - Ephesı1ans 15 the TestTament ll SOOIMN die He wrıtes for the preservatıon of the
of the ‘Apostle the Gentiles’ for hıs COMMUNIN- Uunıty of the Church under Christ (Eph 2:20: 5:5.
t1es He begins wıth praise from the perspective 1  „ 4:11; cr early form In (OrS28)
of the We STOUD of Jewish Christians. Probabily Already ın Paul’s time the Church had become
thıs We contaıns maınly the Jewiısh ADOS- maJorıty gentile (see the disap-
tles wh: ATC the IMOST iımportant ın this pointed-sounding words of Rom 97-11;
letter (Eph U: 5Z Epaphras PCI- COl 4: 1 1b) Luke rCDOTFTS this AdS5 ell from Acts
haps speaks also through the wWe He W asSs prob- Moreover, accordıing Luke, ın (aesarea
ably ewısh-Christian because Paul calls hım 1n number of intensiıve CONversat1ons wiıth educated,

Old JTestament an Jewısh ALlr “‘servant’ high-ranking Romans (and ewish) authorities
and miıiniıster of °the Christ Messiah)’ an “tel- took place which likely influenced the thinkıng
low-prisoner ıIn Chrıist Jesus’ (Col K 4:12; Phlm an language of Paul Aets 22-26), much AS the
23) In Ephesians 1:3-13 Paul SCS INOIC Jewish- despair felt Dy hım an Timothy following the
Christian language (“he chose us“ ‘he predestined afflıctions they had suffered In Asıa had changed
us’, We aVve redemption through hıs Dlood’) but hıs perspective (2 ( 301 8-1 ertaınly the
subsequently Paul changes the perspective that heology an ethic of the earlier etters 1S LNOITIC
of the you of the addressees (1:14) an thoughtfully developed ın Philippians, Colossians
adds Draycr of thanks an! intercessi10n. hıs 15 and Ephesians (CE. Phıiıl 2:5-18; 027 wıth Col
prayer specifically from the Jewiısh Christian Paul, 5-29; Eph 1-3) and CVecmn ın Philemon (cf. thıs
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letter wıth earlıer STatemeNTS 111 Gal an through their WIN theology an teaching CÄDC-
Cor / Z an wıth Col and Eph IC Ihe CXpCeCLAUON of the IMMINENT return

of Christ could ANe turned LMNOTC and ITMNOTC 1INTO11 the Lime of Phiılemon) PDrFreSUMIC that
the OTMM1INS of Colossians an Ephesians WEeEIC aNUCIPALOF V JOV VT the almost PFrESCHL Christ
(aesarea (SEE C1OW) Ir 15 possible that these last Following the death of INalıy COMPAMLONS the
etters COMMUNITILES TMNOITIC 117 the OUINCY, PresCnNt Lime eschatology INAaYy
style of the and yhost Paul increasıngly ave replaced the apocalyptic thinking
chose 15 an beyond that WCCIC worked by of Thessalonıians an Corinthians Er already

Rom 1: and 6: 1 119 In Colossians 9pupils posthumously and published
Gre 15 AT least HME turther indicatiıon that Ephesians thesis of OpPONCNES that Christians

Paul’s thinking continued develop during the WEeIC already resurrected 1 baptısm ) almost
long, entforced DAuUsSC (aesarea an Rome all becomes Pauline OPINMON ut OT e Eph

Z Col cf also ‘hope Eph I1five of the DI15OL1 etters clearly demonstrate Aall

IHMNGFGC4SC of Christology along wıth simultaneous CGol1:5 2/')
decrease of ecology For Paul God 15 the head of Colossians Ephesians and CVEN Philıpplans

presumably adopted (and continued develop)Christ 4S for example Corinthijans 14 an
LNOTC spatıal CXpeCLALLON of the future fromGod the Father VIS VIS Christ ut

Galatıans d ftormulatıon MOTC understandable forother things Can FCECOSNISC al INCTICASC

1 the uUuSCc of the YISTt ormula the DI15SOI Hellenist readers SCC °the DVeSseENT Jerusalem the
Jerusalem above 25 20) an also SELetters IThe ormula AaPDPCals 111 the etters of Paul

111 the following levels of frequency (I COUNLT each free trom the present eviıl ASC (Gal Galatıans

ADPDCALALNCC of the ftormula AdS ON word) knows nothing of apocalyptic CXPECCLA-
Hence Colossians an Ephesians preservedFrequency of Christ 111 etters CONgreCgallONS ‘Galatıan futurist eschatology Ephesıians 15

*in Christ Percentage concerned wiıth the earthly battle wiıith her-
24 (). 3 generally, AT PFreSCHL an the future which

orinthijans ().3 explaıns the absence of eschatology this letter
Corinthians 13 ().3 4S 111 Galatıans which Paul 15 presently engaged
atlans battle wiıth OppONCNLES On the other hand

OMN1a115S Colossians WIN back local readership
Thessalonıans influenced by specific and enthusılastıc heresy

A1 o0k toward 0d’s future Note how Colossiansılıpplans for the sake of ICS readers DITOÖSICSSCS from the
olossians 18 4O standpoımint of the OpPpPONCNEIS 111 Colossians

that of Paul 1 Colossians The eschatol-Ephesians of an Thessalonians an Corinthijans
and 15 NOT abandone but rather FrEeEWTIL-Frequency f1 Christ)? 11 etters -workers

Chris Percentage ten an updated Paul realised AT the latest after
Timothy ().I Corinthıians 1} that he could die before
[US Christ and that the Church would be
Iımot there after hiım

The development of ought the efters
Note that Timothy Was from prison.‘/ the workers 15 simılar Timothy 15 the only

Ihe WdY Paul’s etters WEIC wrıtten 15 that he
determined the CO an then dictated them

letter the COYDUS Paulınum that MECVCL

ope CGVCNn though the author SCCS eat before
perhaps 111 consultation wıth hıs They hıs CYCS He OC€s however 111 an elsewhere
could obviously introduce d better LNOIC hymnıc CXDICSS the CXpECCLALON that Christ 4S he always
(e Eph 3) OLr sımply different Wrı1ung style has ıll 110 nnally, the EeNXT months (DEG

Compare Romans wTrıtten by Tertius (16 22) S”Aa”’VC for hıs eavenly kıngdom
which style 15 far removed from Corinthians (4 18) (Is thıs MeEeAaNT spatlially?) We Caln COMDAIC
WwTrıtLten by Paul an Sosthenes (1 1) It 15 also Timothy wıth earlier siımılar thinkıng
lıkely that Paul’s iıke paphras N 111 Corinthians LA In Timothy an Tiıtus
above advanced and inspıred Paul’ thinkıng the ther hand ope of eschatological
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future and eternal ıte 15 VeELY much central theme Luke es NOT FCDOFLT °that CVCIN Barnabas W dSs

already earlier (1 T1ım LA 4:10; 5255 OE/ led aSLraVy DYy their hypocrisy” (Gal 23)3) But he
lıt 1 215 8:7/) rCDOFLTS from consıderable distance ın time al

Following thıs sketch of probable develop- probably wiıth the knowledge of later reconcili-
MENLTL of Pauline inking from C untiıl the at10n between Patil. Barnabas AN! Mark 1 CJOr
early 60s, 1l 110 attcempt AtE Paul’s etters. 9 Phlm 24:; Col 4:1 0 longer wiıth negatıve

undertones); the harmonising result 15 solıid front
Datıng the letters of Paul of al the apostles. According Luke iın Acts 1

Generally, an for long t1m: pursued“* the fol- all apostles had historically, an for always,
lowıng dates of Paull’s letters, especılally after read- stood together agalnst the preachers of CIFrCUMCI-
Ing SOMMIC works of Peter Walker.*‘! S1ON. In Galatıians anı after Galatıans S Barnabas
Galatians WasS wrıtten after the second VISIT DYy 15 NOT mentioned AT all 4S congregation ounder.

Ihe last read about hım actually sounds vVerYthe apostles Barnabas aM Paul Jerusalem
negatıve ) It 15 lıkely that BarnabasActs 14:4, 1 OI that Luke SCCS both I11C  e AS

apostles), following prophetic revelatıon they an Päauk: according Acts 152° WEIC actually
received Acts 11:27-30, 12:25% paralle]l Gal ftorced Dy the congregatiıon In Antıoch LO travel

Jerusalem. aybe that Journey MN veLI Y quietZ:1<10),; but, accordıing Galatıans 1'3 before
Il d they walked along ogetherPaul’s thırd VISIt Jerusalem Acts 15) We Cal

ate thıs ciırcular letter (Gal 1L:1-2) the south K Thessalonians WEeEeTITC wriıitten 50-51
Galatian communıtıes Acts 13-14 quite precisely Second Thessalonians, however, (ın

Thess S10 the transftfer of GCOH1-the per10 before the apostolic councıl af
458 -49 Acts At thıs time Paul O€s NOT plete early Christian-Pauline paradosis, AN) ıIn
yeLr know Timothy an Silas; besides, he CANNOT yeLr Corinthijans IA Second TIThessalonıians W as

rCcpOrtT MAaLtfer. of relevance the Galatıans that composed, according 2:15 and 3  „ after
Thessalonians in t1ime and intended for betterhe certainly would NOT AaVe kept quiet: that he an

Barnabas had reconcıiled, followıng the argument Instruct1ons. $ W ds probably especlally but NOTLT
described ıIn Galatians J} In Galatıans 3- exclusively for future teachers of the COMr

he ArSUCS ike Spirıt enthuslast, hence the COI- gregation. ITherefore the subject of the brief
DaASSdapic 1ın Thessaloniansn becomes Pr1-wıth the enthusıasts of Corinth MUSLT still

ıe before hım hat the behavıour of Christians INaAL theme ın Thessalonians Ihe surprisıng
MUST show consıderation for outsiders 15 maın tWIST Al the en 2 ESsSs 5:15) Mt ın time
theme ın Pauline etters from YSt problems wıth wiıth Corinthians 5:°0-1.1
misconduct Dy Chrıstians (} Thess a 4:12; Corinthians an Timothy WCeTIC, In I1Y Op1n-

Cor 10:31 14:14; also the continu- 10N, wrıtten ın 53-54; later iın the SALl1C VYCal,
atıon of Cor 5" 022 In Cor 6  i where 'Titus ftollowed.“ Corinthians TI iInto eing
Paul speaks 4S model for the Corinthians; also 55-56, Romans 56-57 In Romans Paul SÜ|11111114-
Rom 1 ATA 14:18; Phıil 24163 4:1-9) ut ıIn rised hıs cOology and ethıics for the YSTt time for
Galatıans 5- thıs 1SsueEe 1S almost entirely mMI1ssSINS people he had visıted. I0 SOTIILIC CAXLCHNE: they
(only 6:9-10 Dispute AMMONS Christians 15 NOT NECW hıis gospel only through negatıve UIMNOUTS
discussed AN havıng negatıve effect the public. (Rom I0 O13 16:1/-20).

Galatians WasSs wrıtten before1nus, In Romans, whıile Paul reflects hıs MI1sSs1ON
IThessalonians aı Corinthijans iın the time of actıvıtiles ıIn the eAasStTtErn part Gr the Roman Empıre,
the VCrYy rSt troubles ın Pauline communıitIıies. INOTC than anything else Paul PICDaLC hıs
Passages ike IThessalonijans ar 4:17 ATIC prob- planned VISIT Rome, 1C ll nclude teaching
ably Paul’s later reactions problems he had NOT there 15:14-33; 16:23 Ihat involves disproving
realiısed an dıd NOT aVe solve before Besides, (1ın this jetter) the negatıve FUM OUFTFS about hım and
according Galatians D} Paul stil] believes that hıs gospel spread DYy hıs OpPPONCNLIS (2:17-24; 3
hıs OpPONCNEIS who preach CIFrCUuMCISION aM who Gals an beyond). Paul 15 ıntwıth the
provoke the rst disputes ın Pauline communıitıies Roman Chrıistians ıIn doctrine (6:17: LO1Z an ON

Cts 15:1-3 ATC authorised by James. After the thıs -OMNMNON basıs he sharply attacks hıs OpPONCNLIS
clarıfication by James described ın Acts 15:24, he agaln at the end of the letter 16:17-20). Some
CM longer maılntaın this Cef. Rom an Phıl 3) disputes and conflicts, ell known from DreVIOUS
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jetters. CINCISC agaın ıIn Romans in WaYV which frequency of the word “peace’ iın Rom 1  > Z:10:
that Paul would attempt rectify them S / 521° S  ® 14:17, }  „ 5:3 SS 16:20 and

Parts of Romans P9_ 14 (  . be read 4S al CSD L218 Romans 1a sounds ıke reflec-
‘improved edition’ of Corinthians 8 ]  S Paul’s t10n of Dast struggles in an around Ephesus Paul
harsh polemic agalnst °the Jews’ ın Thessalonıians Are that he 15 NOLT destroyer öl
4-1 which hıs OppONCNLTS might ave quoted which could be the Impression that reaches Rome
agalnst hım, be corrected ın Romans u43 AS rough LUMMOUFTFS from Ephesus ut
easıly misunderstood. In Romans Z 11 N of the DAX romana.*>
and 15:4 (esp iın chapter he also *corrects’ unfa- a Philippians 57 following the arrest
vourable 20M about the Law of Moses ın described ıIn Acts TE and Aat the beginning of
Galatıans A Soterl1ology 15 MISSINS in Galatians
but heavıly PFreSCNLt ın Romanss; lıkewise the (5*

quıiet phase ın (aesarea Acts 24:23). Paul
the letter when d youthful Christianity had barelytatıon of the Darousın of Christ an the final Judg gOoL Y ItSs YTSt Paul had ecen arrested byIMenı ADDCAaL ıIn Romans O -:025 13:11-14; the CINDCIOL Nero’s trıbune an W d 1n prison, anS23 16:17/-19, and the gospel 15 eNCcompassed

wıthın it 23 NOT Just for few days. Before thıs, there had
een such A er10us imprisonment! But NO inally,According Acts 1  „ OpPONCNLS ofthe Christian after long time of uncertaınty AÄActs 19:23-4()CommunıIty AL Ephesus reproached the Christians, rough 24:28), the Philippians had revived theirclaımıng that, because of them, °the temple of the

goddess Artemıis 11 be scorned, and she 111 CC for Paul Phil 0-13) Imprisonment
develops quickly into MI1SSION Opportunıity. It 1Sbe deprived of her MaJjesty that brought Asıa NOCT, 4S all feared; the beginning of the enNn! of theand the world worship (gEeßETAL sebetat) her’ Pauline m1ssıon (Phıl As the sıtuationActs 1927 So the Christians WEIC accused of

“godlessness’ ( asebe1a). It 111C that fur- 15 becoming manageable, Paul L1LOW CVCIN reckons
ther feature of Romans Hits into the COMNTEXT of the wıth all early release an further minıstry ın the

EAST (Phlm Z  „ Phıiıl 2=-29) He OC€s NOT aban-takıng of past conflicts. Wırth the exception of don the travel plans he shared ıIn Romans HısIThessalonıans (2:4 only) aM Romans, only three
etters utilise words from the seh- STIOUD, they ATIC

VICW Lalg CS from (aesarea towards the WEST. He
the etters Timothy an Titus IC WCIC MOST

travel by WdY of Colossae and Philippi,
AINONS other places. It 15 only after the appeallıkely wrıtten under the influence of ONgOINg COIN- the CINDCIOF (Acts D: 12) and later after reach-flicts around Artemis fEphesus: - TIhe repeatedly

‘un-Pauline’ UusSsCc of such words ıIn the theological Ing Rome that the plans dIC undone. Paul WasSs

part of Romans (C LEr wiıth polemical stab AL able reach Rome all right, but AS A prisoner an
the people wh: Want live Asches (Rom 1:18) unable make allıy VISItS the WdY.

ven the language of Philippians could speak forinstead of ‘worshiping’ God (ef. GEBACOMAL 1ın 1225) INY dating proposal. hıs letter 15 ON the OC handcould also be corrected restagıng (Rom 2
— 5 I 126 of the ACCUsatI1ONs of OppONCNLIS linguistically close the etters the Colossians
from Ephesus, Asıa Mınor (and rete). an Ephesıians, but ON the other hand It 15 similar

earlier Pauline letters ın INan FeESpECIS.According Euke) CWIS OpPpPONCNLES of Paul,
from Ephesus In particular, wanted arm hım Philemon 1s wrıtten 57-58, during the
by disseminating that he Was d sinner per10d of calm 1n (Caesarea ut before the appeal
an blasphemer. They WEIC ultımately successtul the CINDCIOTL. Paul 15 hoping for his release and
because It Wäds lıkely OpPONCNLTIS from Ephesus VISIT In Colossae (Phlm 22) Right after the
ın Asıa Mınor who SAa  S It that Paul wound appe the CINPCIOTFL, Paul might ell XT SET1
ın Roman pr1son, which lıkely led his death Timothy an Mark, TIychicus an Titus,
CtS 9-10, 33-54; 212729 ollowing the others, 4S CHVOVS wıth etters an assıgnments

for the He NEW L1LOW that he hım-lıfe-threatening clashes ıIn the province of Asıa
Acts 19:23-40; Cor 1:8:11); Paul INaYy already self would longer VISIT the congregations 1ın the
ave suspected that would reach Rome EAST Hıs tcam named In Acts 20:4, Philemon
from there hus In Romans he shows himself AS 23-25, Timothy 4:9-22, Colossians A f ELL an
loyal cıtızen of the Roman> In S1M1- Ephesians O:21. 10O becomes apostolic delega-
lar Timothy Da and especlally Tiıtus En t10N, SCNLT bDy Paul the Congregations be dıs
standıng clearly for (Rom 1 S:17 c£ the persed them
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Ihe later letters their “ords’ arc under the Lord Thus, Christ
aSs Lord ( Kur105) Ver slaves and theıir OWNECTI'S 15Following hıs arrıval ın Rome, Paul rSt wrıtes

Timothy, aVe elsewhere argued for primary theme ıIn both letters, which DOINtS
thıs ate ın almost the SAamıc WaY 4A5 Walker,*” who similar ate an ddress hat 15 5SdY, ASs the

LW  S etters AIC read all Chrıstians ın the COIN-however turther, xo0od tor it 28
gregational assembly, 1T 15 NOT only the Ost ofAccording er, Coloss1ians and Ephesians

WEIC perhaps wrıtten after Timothy.“” Cese [WO the Colossians, Phılemon (Phlm 1- )3 who 15 Put
etters WEIC deliberately complement each ther under the 11C LOord:: rather, both etters DUut hım

an all other lords  9 (slave owners) and slaveswherever possible. For example, Ephesians wrIt-
ten NOT tor the VCOS valley but rather generally for in the VCOS valley in subordination Jesus an
the non-Jewiısh believers (  1-1 CtE . empha- within “brotherhood)’. Finally, the thanksgivings

of Philemon S: Ephesians 1:15 an ColossiansS1ZES soter10logy much LNOTIC than Cr Colossians.
AL almost similar ın wording, which indıcates thatPaul takes Into hıs ecaching ON MVALE the WW FA< the three etters WeEIC wriıitten close each therlanguage (originally ofopponents, SCC Acts 15:1 I in tıme;s Colossians 4:‘18 fits ell wıthwhich 15 MISSINS iın Colossians but important for ı1lemon both etters A expressly signed anPaul after Galatıans. It 1S important for hiım, also attested Dy the apostle.ıIn hıs directives regardıng conduct when under

demoniıc an Satfanıc attack. hıs happens LNOITIC
In phesians, 15 LMMOTC iımportant than ın

Colossians an ther letter of Paul:? IT 15 pr1-specifically in Ephesians withın the CONTEXT
INa y GGE ofthe letter.** In order strengthenofZ AN ell aSs ıIn Ephesians 5:23 äl} Öi17

wıthın the of 5:21 6:2  S er 15 nothing an protectL the Congregations ın Asıa Mınor (Col
2:6-15; Eph 2:2-6, 20); Colossians an Ephes1ansabout ın the Hinal SCgmMECNT of Ephesıians but probably Want introduce Pauline theologyshortly thereafter the all-concluding bless- and EtEMC, better informed about actual heresies,Ing of (6:24 In the directives of Ephesı1ans

6:1-20 earlier thoughts from Galatıans 6.1:6:9: iInto the intense disputes 1ın that dICd (see Jım,
1ım 115 4-1 Rev 2-3) Paul had 1-

A.-  ) an Corinthians 16:22-24) ALC taken ally developed hıs heology further 0)8| the hasıs
which include allı excommunıticatıon of (satanı- of informatıion, especlally from Epaphras and, of

cally inspıred?) heretics. COUTISC, also from other "reporters’ (Col 4:7-15; cf.
Rescue language 0WW KTA) 15 probably M1SS- Onesıphorus ın ım LIS18)Ing ıIn Colossians because Paul ASSUNM11CS that the According er, in Coloss1ians, Mark an

Colossians 11l also be readıng CODY ofEphesians Timothy AI NOT eing summoned Jomm Luke (as
(Col 4:18 typical of Paul Thess 527 Ihe 1ın ım because they ALC already PreSCNtLtthemes of Ephesıians FeSCUC, an others) wıth Paul (Col )33 Neıither of the etters
hardly eed be treated in Colossians. Colossians, calls for turther M1SSIONAFrY work, but they do seek

the other hand, Ephesians,” an also strengthen the already baptised Christians ın
generalises several things from Philemon; SCE for the 4ALLe communlıitıies. They Present THAairFe
example "erasıng the record that stood agalnst us Pauline theology and ecclesio0logy, consıderable
wiıth ItSs legal demands He set thıs asıde, naılıng ıf time after the writing of Romans. Colossians, then,

the Cros$ (2:14) hıs alludes metaphorically would miırror the sıtuatıon that ıIn the meantıme
the letter 1llemon AS d PrOom1ssorYy OTE (Phlim (OOnesimus had een agaln trom 1lemon
195 Paul, sımılar Christ, asks Philemon Rome, AS WAaS al rst only diplomatically hınted al
c  naıl? him the representative of Christ, the by Paul ın ı1lemon
PrOmi1ssor y OTE of UOnesimus, Chrıst assume_s However, ıIn MY VIEW these EVENTS Cd\  - also AaVeE
the promi1ssory OTe of al] debtors and DaVYS It happened earlier 1ın Caesarea, if Philemon Was

TIhe title Kur10s, which 15 FATC in Colossians already wrıtten an SCNT ın the YST VCal ıIn (äecsarea:
(as 1ın Galatians), cshows exactly, anl only, in but Colossians only toward the end of the second
Colossians 3:13 4: ] IThe concentratiıon of the VCAL. In anı Yy CASC, Binder shows that Colossians
Term 1ın this OLlC SCYMCNL of Colossians could reflect time later than ı©llemon Mark;,
establishes direct ink wıth Philemon, ın which Timothy and others ATC SOOI underway ın the ECAaST
It 15 primary theme that slave and hıs„ agaln, wherever possible.** (Timothy 15 MI1SSINS yeLr
hıs 4Ord ; ArCc both Christians under the Samlc agaln ıIn Eph LE3
heavenly Kord: Just AS iın Colossians slaves and But if uUusSsCc Walker’s atıng of Colossians
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and Ephesians after Timothy, there 15 er10us an Ephesians. 14 1S also possible that at this time
problem: in Colossians, Demas would be reunıted Romans Was expanded wıth 11CW ending (Rom
wıth Paul instead of, 45 Timothy clearly WIt- 16:25-27) 1C takes up the theme of Romans
NCSSCS, Therefore thınk that AT least L:1-16. usıng the language of Hellenistic 110

Colossians, ıf NOLT also Ephesians, W aS5 TMNOTC lıkely Jews:; Romans Was then newly released CSDC-
wrıtten before Timothy, ME the en of the deten- cClally for gentile Christians. Timothy, back from
t10N ıIn (aesarea. Ihe advantage of this atıng 1lDPL, 15 Asıla, where he 1S Organıse
15 that the turnıng AWdY of (almost) (all’ in Ası1a, YOUNS COMMUNItTY, AINONS other INngs (compare
announced ın Timothy 5 would NOT yvert aVe the directive Timothy wiıth Acts 14:23 and
happened AaTt the time of Colossians an Ephesians. Titus 1:5) Paul’s Journey Rome ollows an
Ihe turnıng AWAV would then lıkely aVe been ıIn Rome the YTSt preliminary hearing takes place.
triggered by the fact that, iın the CVCS of his GCUM- (r W ds IT still 1ın Caesarea, 4S reported 1ın Acts 26
gregations, Paul would TIG an for all AVe ean In that ( ASE. Timothy 4:16 reflects the PreviOUSs
‘“abducted’ from the CASTErnN reg10NS. Paul’s COMN- hearıng before Agrıppa an Festus.®
cerned premonıition that hıs cCommunıtIıes could After thıs Paul E clearly an he imme-
despair Wds NOT unjustified (see Eph 3:1-13 “ T ’hıs diately wrIıtes Timothy at the D the
15 the [CaSOIl that Paul d prisoner for Christ VCarl time period AÄcts 28:530-31),; still prior the
Jesus for the sake of VOU Gentiles* RÜDIGER FUCHS ®  and Ephesians after 2 Timothy, there is a serious  and Ephesians. It is also possible that at this time  problem: in Colossians, Demas would be reunited  Romans was expanded with a new ending (Rom  with Paul instead of, as 2 Timothy 4:10 clearly wit-  16:25-27) which takes up the theme of Romans  nesses, an apostate. Therefore I think that at least  1:1-16, using the language of Hellenistic non-  Colossians, if not also Ephesians, was more likely  Jews; Romans was then newly released espe-  written before 2 Timothy, at the end of the deten-  cially for gentile Christians. Timothy, back from  tion in Caesarea. The advantage of this dating  Philippi, is sent to Asia, where he is to organise a  is that the turning away of (almost) “all’ in Asia,  young community, among other things (compare  announced in 2 Timothy 1:15, would not yet have  the directive 2 Timothy 2:2 with Acts 14:23 and  happened at the time of Colossians and Ephesians.  Titus 1:5). Paul’s journey to Rome follows and  'The turning away would then likely have been  in Rome the first preliminary hearing takes place.  triggered by the fact that, in the eyes of his con-  Or was it still in Caesarea, as reported in Acts 26?  gregations, Paul would once and for all have been  In that case 2 Timothy 4:16 reflects the previous  ‘abducted’ from the eastern regions. Paul’s con-  hearing before Agrippa and Festus.®  cerned premonition that his communities could  After this Paul sees more clearly and he imme-  despair was not unjustified (see Eph 3:1-13: “This  diately writes 2 Timothy at the start of the two-  is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ  year time period (Acts 28:30-31), still prior to the  Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles ... I pray there-  first winter, for which he needs his cloak (2 Tim  fore that you may not lose heart over my sufferings  4:13a). He writes yet before the second hearing,  for you .. .’). Gertainly Paul’s tabduction? gave his  so decisive for his appeal, for which he needs the  opponents the opportunity triumphantly to spread  books and parchments ‘that I left with Carpus  the news of the collapse of a failed Pauline mission  at Iroas’ (2 Tim 4:13b). Written years after the  and of unanswered prayers of Paul and his com-  march from Troas to Assos without Timothy  munities (cf. Phim 22, Phil 1:19-26). In addition,  (Acts 20:13), before which Paul no doubt left his  it was certainly known in Asia Minor that Paul was  belongings for safekeeping with Carpus, this verse  destined for death. Nero’s first good years of rule  is a note of identification for the not-informed  after AD 54-55 were past and sometime after AD  Timothy. It does not provide information about  60 he mutated into a crazed-hater of Christians.  any travels recently completed before his arrival in  He did not become that overnight but rather  Rome. Timothy is reminded of the time described  some time before the burning of Rome in AD 64  in Acts 20:1-13, for he had to lcave Patıl alrcady  and his subsequent persecution of the Christians.  in Caesarea in order to travel to Philippi and later  According to Walker, Nero’s shift in thinking hap-  into Asia. All the information relayed to Timothy  pened primarily and especially through the inter-  by Tychicus and other team members shows us  rogations of the leaders of the Christians, Peter  that Timothy had departed ahead of these co-  and Paul; their proclamation before him or his  workers. Paul has to explain to Timothy why he is  representatives clarified for him what Christians  in Rome with only Luke (2 Tim 4:9-12). During  are. After AD 60-61 no Christian could expect  the anxious time after his arrest, Paul could not  a fair trial from Nero. Under the heading ‘peace  risk fetching his cloak and books so he preferred  and order’, it became ever easier to distinguish  leaving them in Troas (Acts 20:6). Only after the  between Christians and Jews in Rome. And fol-  situation is calmer does he, via Timothy, bring  lowing the Jewish revolt, the Jews were hated even  them to Rome.  more in Rome. A release of the Jewish Christian  In any case, Timothy knows nothing about  Paul during the years of Nero’s animosity toward  what happened following his tearful departure  Christians and Jews would have been improbable.  in Caesarea (2 Tim 1:4). Timothy, as co-author  For‘ these‘ reasons; 1 date: the‘ prison let-  of Philemon and Colossians, could not yet know  ters somewhat differently than Peter Walker:  of Demas’ desertion (see Phlm 24; Col 4:14, but  Philippians and Philemon originated at the time  then 2 Tim 4:10). This happened quite possibly  of Acts 24:23. Around that time Timothy could  because, from Demas’ perspective, the situation of  have departed to Philippi (Phil 2:19-23). Then  the appeal to the emperor worsened frighteningly  follows the appeal of Paul to Nero, which makes  at the first hearing in Rome. The bad news brought  an end to any hope of visits to the congregations  from Asia by Onesiphorus may have disheart-  in the east. While still in Caesarea, shortly before  ened him as well (2 Tim 1:15:17): In any case,  the departure to Rome, Paul writes Colossians  Demas’ desertion put Paul in an extremely difficult  20° ET 2831DIaYy there- rst wınter, for which he needs his cloak (2 1iım
fore that VOU INAaYy NOLT OSe heart VT sufferings 4:135a He wrıtes yeLt before the second earıng,
for YOU © Certainly Paul’s °“abduction)? DAaVC hıs dec1isiıve for hıs appeal, ftor which he needs the
OpPONCNES the Oopportunıty triıuumphantly spread books and parchments °that left wıth Carpus
the L1CWS of the collapse of faıled Pauline mMissıon AT 1roas’ (2 1ım 4:13b Wrıtten VCars after the
an of unanswered PLrayCrs of Paul and 31Ss COIM- march from Iroas ASssos without Timothy
munıiıtıies (ef. Phlm Z  „ Phıiıl 9-26) In addıtion, ÄActs 20:135); before which Paul doubt left hıs
IT W dsSs certamly known ıIn Asıa Mınor that Paul W dasSs belongings for safekeeping wıth Carpus, thıs
destined for e41t Nero’s rSt x00d of rule 15 OTtTe of identification for the not-informed
after 54-55 WCCEIC Dast and sOometime after Timothy. It O€es NOLT provide informatıion about

he mutated Into crazed hater of Christians. anıYy travels recently completed before hıs arrıval ın
He did NOL become that overnight but rather Rome. Timothy 15 reminded of the time described
SOMIC time before the burning of Rome In ın Acts 1-1 for he had leave Paul already
and hıs subsequent persecution of the Christians. ın (aesarea ın order travel Philippi an later
According er Nero’s chıft ıIn thinking hap- Into Asıa. the information relayed Timothy
pene primarıly an especlally rough the inter- Dy Tychicus al other TGal members shows us

rogations of the eaders of the Christians, DPeter that Timothy had departed ahead of these
an Pauil: theır proclamatıon before hım hıs workers. Paul has explain Tımothy why he 15
representatives clarıhed for hım what Christians ın Rome with only Luke (2 I1ım 4:9-12 During
aAIc After 60-61 110 Christian could CXPCCLT the ANX1I0OUS time after hıs arrest, Paul could NOT

faır trial from Nero. er the heading “peace risk fertching his cloak an books he preferred
an order’, IT became CVCT easier distinguish leaving them In Iroas Acts 20:6) Only after the
between Christians an Jews In Rome. fol- Sıtuatıon 15 calmer O€Ss HE, V1a Timothy, bring
OWw1Ing the Jewiısh revolt, the Jews WEeEeIC hated CVCIN them Rome.
INOIC In Rome. release of the Jewish Christian In CAaASC, Timothy knows nothing about
Paul during the of Nero’s anımosıIıty toward what appene following hıs tearful departure
Christians and Jews would ave een iımprobable. In (aesarea (2 1ım 1:4) Timothy, AS co-author

For these LCASONS, ate the prison let- of Philemon an Colossians, COUu NOT yetrt know
ters somewhat dıfferently than Peter Walker: of Demas’ desertion (see Phlm Z Col 4:14 ut
Philiıppilans and Philemon orıginated AT the time then T1ım 4:10). hıs happened quite poss1ibly
of Acts 24:23 Around that time Timothy could DeECAUSE. from Demas’ perspective, the S1tuatıon of
aVC departed Philıppi (Phıl 2 19:25). hen the appe the CINDCIOF worsened frighteningly
tollows the appe of Paul Nero, 1C makes d the rSsf hearing 1n Rome. The bad brought

en ALLYy hope of VISItS the cCongregations ftrom Asıa by Onesiphorus INAaYy A disheart-
1ın the Cast. Whıle stil] ın (aesarea,; shortly before ened hım 4A5 ell (2 Lım 5-17) In anıYy CASC,
the departure Rome, Paul wrıtes Colossians Demas’ desertion DUut Paul In extremely ditfhcult
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theological predicament. Io Jews an Christians AS legacy.
of that time, accordıng Deuteronomy 1915

mMarftter MUST be confirmed ‘by three Rüdiger Fuchs 15 the Pastor of the Evangelıisch-
wıitnesses’ Z Cor 15112 1ım 8:19) But LLOW Lutherische Kıirche ın Lensahn, Ostholstein,
only Luke WaS wiıth Paul Ihe desertion of Demas Germany.
15 clearly the primary FrCason (note the gar ın 1ım

Endnotes4:10! for Paul LO SUININOIN Timothy and Mark
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