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“Fouching the Edge of Hıs cloak.? Reflections
Repentance and Grace

Gordon eal

SUMMARY iblica|l truths. —— maıntaın that repentance W: Ad$s TIS-
tian experience evelops and that the essential IS the for-

ManYy neople traditionally hbelieve that repe ntance IS gIving of God and the atonement wrought hrough
the hasis of all Christian al hut his aAargues that the sacrifice of Christ. kepentance, f onliy imperfectly,
repentance Varıes according the character of each IS require of all humanity throughout l time, and the
individual, according (JUT imited humanity. T:his thesis of forgiveness IS ranted despite OUTrT imited repent-
IS ıllustrated ith reference different IDIICa and fiC- arıce and subsequent service, hrough the merIıts of Jesus’
tional| characters. Secular literature often sheds Jlight pDerfect sacrifice alone.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG Wahrheiten. !Der utor vertritt die Meinung, dass Buße
mit eıner sich entwickelnden christlichen Lebenspraxis

Viele Menschen lauben traditionell daran, daäss UJmkehr wächst. Fr behauptet ferner, dass das Wesentliche In der
die asıs des christlichen auDens darstellt. vergebenden na es esteht und In der UrC!
Dagegen vertritt dieser Aufsatz das Argument, dass Buße das pter Vo TISLTUS gewirkten Erlösung. Umkehr,
Je nach Charakter EeINES individuellen Menschen anders WEeTnT auch 1Ur unvollkommen, Ist für alle Menschen
aussehen kann und In Relation UNSEeTETN begrenzten allen /eıten notwendig. DITZ na der Vergebung ird
Menschsein steht. Jese These ird UrC! ınterschied- gewährt LrOTZ UNSeTEeT Degrenzten UJmkehr un UNSEeTES
IC biblische und iımagındre Charaktere veranschau- entsprechenden Dienstes, und WAar allein UrCc den
IC| Säkulare | ıteratur wirft Ja oft eın | icht auf biblische Verdienst des vollkommenen Opfers VOI esus

e  A

RESUME
considere JUE E repentance mürit f de l’experience

|Je nombreuses DEFSONNES Densent traditionnellement du chretien el UUC Ia grace du IeU QquI Dardonne el
YJUE 1a repentance Est Ia hase de Ia fO chretienne, Maıls ’expiation effectuee Dar 1E sacrifice de Christ Sont des
”auteur de cel article soutient YU«C la repentance pren verites essentielles. Wa repentance, MOINS de manilere
des formes variables fonction du Caractere de cChaque imparfaite, EsT requise de I’humanite de [OUS les
INdIVICU el de humanıite imitee. illustre pomt m et I9 grace du pardon est accordee epi du
Dalr l’exemple de differents DEFSONNASES bibliques alnsı Caractere |imite de 1a repentance et du SErVICE de Jeu
YUE de DETSONNASES ictifs LA Iiıtterature rofane apporte Qqu! decoule, vertu des seuls meriıtes du sacrifice
Ouvent eclairage SUT des verıtes Dibliques. |‘auteur Darfait de Jesus

e  l

Introduction: repentance another parable f two SONS, Jesus te of one wh:
In what 1S ften considered the of a1] Dara- dABICCS work ın hıs father’s vineyard, but
bles, the parable of the 1LOSt SOn 1ın Luke 1 the then chooses NOLT do d an the ther who Aat

yOUNSCI SOIN, AWAV from Ome and lıving off scraps, YTSt refuses the vineyard, ut then decıdes
rCPCNLS 1S folly an decides FELIUTN Oome In obey 11Ss father’s wıishes (Mt 21:28:31): eır
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father’s reaction 15 NOT mentioned In either CdSC ofthe breast? ut the CONTEXT allows usSs PIFECSUMC
The PULDOSC of thıs study 15 consıder the rela- that the I11all 15 genuinely refurn

tionshıp between repCNLANCC an SLACC, the EXTCHT the parable of the >  St Son an the Forgiving
which repCNTLANCC 15 for the of Father leaves unconvinced of the complete

forg1veness be experienced an whether Sincer1ty of the prodigal’s repCNLANCC when he
Call sımply be granted because of OUr human 1iNa- “came 71Ss senses’ and decided FEL ome
bilıty EXDPEMNMENCE e repenNtLanNCC. Henrı ouwen that hıs repeNLANCC 15

Ihe German theologlian, Woltfhart annenberg, self-serving repCNLANCE that offers the possibility
the vital ımportance of rCepCNTLANCC AT the of urviıval? ® The prodigal 15 recorded A4S Sayıng:

FOOT of Christian EXPEMNENCE when he 5SayS How INa Yy of father’s hired INnen AVE ftood
Like John the Baptıst, Jesus proclaımed the SDaLC, Al GE starvıng eat) ll
immınent Kıngdom of God hıs MCSSAZC SECET OUuUL and back INY father and Sa y

1m “Bather. AaVe sinned agalnst heaven anmade turnıng back God urgent business for
them (hıs nearers) because the eginnıng of agalnst yYOu longer worthy be called
Od’s Lordshiıp brings wıth It the decıisıon for yYyOUF SO make 1881 iıke (MIE of YOUL hıred men

(LK 1517 19)salvatıon (F judgement.“
Hıs assertion 15 such that repCNLANCC 15 made IThe Impression the hearer SCS 15 that he 1S acutely

of what he has lost A what he SCCS otherspre-condition of all Christian EXPEMENCE, but
thıs underestimates the Iımıtatiıons of 1UB@ uman eNJOYVINS. According Nouwen, the prodigal
Capacıty feel ITE repenNLkanCce. Though 1T 15 FE maılntaıns that remaıned hıs father’s child?’ *
that John the Baptıst Calllec ‘preaching baptısm of He hıs fate d the VOUNSCI SO eprive
repENTLANCE for the forgiveness f S1NS’ (Mk 1:4), of hıs entitlements wiıth the privileges enjoyed by
the experlence of CONversion ıfe ın the pırı hıs elder brother an CVECIN Dy hıs father’s
CA  — take varıety of forms and nclude varıety of Aas Nouwen cCOonNtinueSs: “he SCC-

different elements. Ihe parable of the SO115 1ın narıo0).> He 15 framıng hıs change of heart accord-
Matthew O€s NOL indıicate anı Yy feelıng of rCpCNL- ingly. But, knowing that all 141 repCNLANCC bears
ANCC, sımply that the SO115 aVe changed their the marks of OUTr aWE humanıty, AT least he O€Ss
mınds. sınk hıs prıde an turn back, an the pomnt of the

The parable 1S inserted ın the GCGHT 1ın the temple parable of COMHTSEC 1€Ss In the of hıs tather.©
when the Lord Jesus 15 confronting the eaders of Ihe 1DI1Ca lıterature an the lıterature of fic-

t10N SDalnl the centurıies 1n theır penetration of thethe CWIS. people wıth theır faiılure ACGE accord-
ng their pretensions. They aVe asked hım DYy truth of human experlence. Whiıle the Scriptures
whose authority he O€Ss what he Oes After hıs ATrC imıted 1ın theır COmposıtıion theıir tiıme, theır
SUCCINCT parable he CONTFASTS hıs hearers wiıth the significance 1S eternal; an the wriıters whom
°taxX collectors an prostitutes’ who ll “enter the 11l refer also SDalı the dSCS 1n their understand-
Kıngdom Öt Heaven ahead of you He then SaVS Ing of the limitations of humanıty grappling wıth
that, whıiıle the elders refused believe John the realısatıon of SIN an Ifs CONSCYUCNCCS. Whiıle GC-
Baptist, °the FaxX collectors and the prostitutes did tıon INAaYy tradıtionally A eecn SCCIH 45 far from

CVCN after VOU Sd  S this, VOU did NOTLT rCpCNLT biblıcal truth, ur Lord himself ın hıs MINIStrYy
and believe hım Ihe difference 15 taught through stoOrl1es demonstrating the deep
agaln highlighted ın the SGCGGNE ıIn Luke’s Gospel truths of uman experience an love. And
when Pharisee an TAX CONEGECtOFr. 1ın the temple, CVCIMN wrıters sceptical of faıth May be sed 1ın God’s
emMmoOnNstrate contrastiıng attıtudes: the former CONVCV the truths of the Scriptures
Dralses himself an hıs OW virtues before God, unconsc10usly. For Chrıistian readers of fiction,
the latter confesses hıs sinfulness an eed of for- an those of other faıths OTr NONC, truths ATrC only
X1veneESS (LKK 9-14) ıIn the when ind them It MAas been sa1d

In rCcPpCNTLANCC, the fundamental eed 15 for SIN- that °*the truth 15 SImply an objectively res1-
CEMNtY, which 15 ditfhcult 455C55 ere 1S SUaAr- ent 1ın PEXT; rather IT 15 found in the interaction

that the TAX collector 1ın the temple 15 incere between FEGXT an reader’ / Ihe discovered truth
In hıs confession. How ATrC SINCErLY has be grasped and assımılated DYy each of us
when all WC ear AICc the words an al SC AIr C before It becomes HE: truth Both LypPCS of lıtera-
perhaps depressed downward 0o0k an A beating LUre INaYy be consiıdered ıIn their COHLEXT In tandem

EL 22 1417



( JORDON | FAH

4S representing dıffering ASPCCTS of the relatiıonship For know MYV transgressiONs
between rePpCNTLANCC and SIN 15 always before

Agalnst VOU, VOU only, aM sinned
ONne evil in VOUTFC sight (Ps 51:2-4Examples He makes CXCUSCS, but It 15 guit arısıng from

Sophocles totally different OUTCC from Creon’s. aVl 15
It 15 ndeed possible CONVINCE oneselftf that He obvious instance of who has vielded hıs
has made d full an complete a of rePpCNLANCE natural uman impulses 1n his lust for Bathsheba,
whıiıle WIıt  oldıng elements of the truth about but he has sinned turther in contrıving

aVt her husband, Uran; SCNT OutL die ıIn theHe:s  Z EXDEMENCE. nıle the TG tragedians CON-

stantly demonstrate the CL1OTINOUS ouilt of theır front line, that he, Davıd, CA  . eNJOY her He
protagonists, repCNTLANCE OL ıIn SOMNNC C Al y has acted shamefully because of hıs inıtıal lust. Hıs

abject rePCNLANCC 1S expressed openly and primar-form of repCNLANCC 1S prevented Dy the fact that
guiut 15 ften ascrıbed the force of INSCru- ily In thıs Psalm And he SCS confess that
r tate gyuldiıng theıir hands For INnstance, In he W as

Sophocles’ Ing Oedipus Oedipus ın hıs dialogue sinful Aat bırth,
wıth Jocasta ACCCDES hıs ouilt tor the murder of hıs Sinful trom the time mother conceived
ather, Lalus, 1n outpouring ofpeniıtence for hıs (V.5)
crime: Hıs DravyVcCrI 15 for complete cleansıng an O-

Is there alıy LNOTC wretched mortal than [ TMNOTC ratiıon Of JOy, AS CONSEQUENCE of which he will dn
ate. God an! praise hıs AT

BYy God an man” hen wiıll teach LraANSSFrCSSOS VOUTFC WAaVS,
Just lines later he adds iınners ll turn back YOU (V.183)

(In 1S the C111:5€ that OIlLlC but AaVE la1d Davıd 15 obvıous example of repCNLaANCE ISSUING
ut he immediately transters the ame NLO the ın A full transformatıon of hıs lıfe, although 1ın hıs
gxods confession In Salim 51 he OMmıIts reference

the arın he has one hıs fellow human beings,Can IT be but SOIINNC MONSTIrOUS gxod
Of evıl that has thıs O0O0M uDON me>?® 1n particular Unah; an ONC could therefore Su

SCS that hH1s repeNLaNCcE falls short In that reSPECCL.Hıs ACCCDLANCC of ouilt an hıs genulne SOLTrTOW ar Cam: however, NOTtTOFr10US 4S the slayer of hıshıs act1ons Alr C tempered in hıs mınd Dy the POS-
sıbılıty that he Was predestined by SOLIC brother, 1S A different CASE. In GenesIis WC learn

greater than himselft kıll hıs father. However, that God has g1ven preference hıs brother Abel,
apparently AS Caln, tiller so1l; has producedıIn the thırd Dart of the trlogy, Äntıgone, Creon, ı obvious frunts of hıs labours than hıs brotherrnging 1ın the COIDSC of hıs SON, Haemon, 1ın the

Hinal „ admıts hıs full responsibility for the who, tending hıs flocks, has “brought fat portions
death of both 1S SO  - Ar Antıgone: from SOTIIC of the irstborn of hıs OC We C:,

that “Ihe Lord looked wıth favour OIl bel an
Behold the slayer, the slaın,
The father, the SONN,

hıs offering, but Caln an hıs offering he did
NOT o0k wıth favour’ (Gen 4:4-5). Whatever thethe OQCUTSC of stubborn will!?” preference, ()ain’s murder of his brother

Creon has 110 time 1n the remamıng OMENTS of 1S clearly inexcusable. Like dam an Eve) who
the play make amends, and has 1ve OI In deny their responsibility, wıth dam blaming Eve
hıs despair Aan! loneliness. Yet hıs admıssıon of an Eve blaming the SCrIPCNHL for their lapse IntoO
responsibility 15 confession of his ouilt wıithout disobedience, Caln also rejJects alıy responsibility

attempt CXL115E O18 GXONETALE himself. for hıs brother’s fate Sayıng: ‘“Am INY brother’s
Ihe Old Testament keeper?” (Gen 4:9) When the Lord spells OULT the

punıshment for hıs CHMME, the CALHSEC of the unfruit-
In the Old lestament find that Kıng Davıd alsO so1l that Cain wıll be working from 1OW AaN!
freely confesses hıs ouut that he ll wander :the earth. he 1S smıtten wiıth

Wash AWdY IN1IQUILY CINOTSC and hıs reaction 15 In what has
And cleanse from INY SIN ZONC before:
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Caln sa1d the Lord, (MY punishment 15 THOLCG the lıfting of hıs ouilt Aan! the atonemen of hıs
than C Al  - bear. Ooday VOU AT C driving from S1IN, and hıs aCCCPLANCE of the commıssıon 15 swifter
the Janıd; aM ll be hıidden from VOUTF DICS- than Moses’ who questi1ons God before
CNCC, 11l be restless wanderer the carth, accepting hıs L1CW role.
and whoever inds n1 kıll MmMe (v.13-14) The New Testament

Hıs reaction 1S mixture of self-pity for what he
1l aVeC endure 4S Aall OUTCAST exposed the hıs brings us the MOMENT of Saul’s CONversion

the road Damascus. hıs demonstratespossibility of being murdered himself an deep that the transformatıion of ıfe 1S NOLT WAays imme-
regret that he 111 longer know the of
God who will be hıdden from hım HenrIı Blocher diately prefaced Dy direct realisatıon of SIN We

wrıtes that Caln “commıserates wıth himself and NOW relatıvely little of Paul before the At
the en of Acts LE read that he 1S PrEeSCHNL ar the

1U0ers NOLT word of regret for the AaCT he has COIM- death of Stephen, and the implicatiıon 15 that hemitted’.!% Ihe Lord’s FCSDONSC 15 place mark
of protection hım that Gt ANVONC Ils Can, 15 subconsci0usly impressed Dy the saıntlıness that

Stephen shows 1ın hıs eat Like Christ, Stephenhe ll suffer VENSCANCC SCVCI1 mes ver  A (Gen fOrg1ves those who AlCcC stonıng hım eat AGCIS4:15) Whiıle Caln 15 still subject the an
remaılns OUTCASL, arguably that he 15 CONMN- 7:60) Chapter contaıns the of Saul’s

persecution of the Christlans.: hen hıs dramatic
stantly reminded of the CONSCYUCHCCS of hıs aCTS, CONversion takes place. Blinded Dy verwhelm-
he AT least has the Lord’s protection, AN) Gerhard ingly dazzlıng 1ght, he hears the VO1lCE of God
VO  - SayS askıng why he 15 persecuting him, the Lord Saul 15

(aılın O€es EWOL VE the last word In thıs s NOT: directly constraıned rCpCNL, but 15 dazzled
but rather God, wh 110 places Caln’s for- DYy the transcendent S1IOrYy of the divine
feited ıte under Strict PrOtCCHON.... Because of and totally dependent the 1Lord restorıng
hıs murder he 15 cursed by separatıon from God hıs sıght hım that realısatıon of hıs eed and
and yeLr incomprehensibly guarded and SUD- total dependence ON God take place. Sometimes
ported by Od’s protection.‘' God CONVICTtS by the cheer dazzlıng brilliance an

wonder of his glory an chakes uSs DYy the totalIt 1s fGod’s aCCCPLANCC that ultımately between that an ur human limitations.he CANNOT bandon Caln G VE though Caln has
only expressed iımıted form of repentance tor hıs Saul’s dependence 0)8| God 15 demonstrated by
crime. 1S immediate Jesus 4S :LOrd., CVCI

though he MUST AVC CCn mystified Dy what hadMoses totally different Casc He had
kıilled the Egyptian An fled Into the appened. ut he knows that AN) the Lord Jesus
wilderness. When he 15 confronted DYy God’s call challenges hım 5Sd y why he 15 persecuting hım, IT

15 the Lord who 1S speaking. Ihe cCONversion anfrom the burning bush, he 15 terrifnled and admıts
hıs total unsultability for the Lord’s work ın the repCNLANCC AIC total, an confirmed Dy three things:
words: hıs baptısm, hıs reconcılıatıon wiıith the other dis-

cıples and hıs immediate preaching of the GospelWho that should Pharach an which results ıIn hıs M1SS1ONALY 7ea] an total COMI-
bring the Israelıtes Out of ZYP (ExX SEL mıtment. When he later refers several mes hıs

Moses querı1€es the PUrDOSC and wısdom of the inıtıal ENCONNIeEeTr wıth COChrist 1ın the words °Have
Lord’s commands an asks be spared the MC TI- NOT S51} Jesus I: Lord?’ (1 Cor DE, It 15 NOT
OUS duties L1LOW placed hım ut there 1S I1 dwell the dramatıc detaıiıls of hıs CONversion
record that he actually FrCDPCNLS of anıV Dast deed 4S isolated (1 Cor 15:8),; but SdaV that
He 1S SIıMply told that God,; wh 15 the God of the gospel Calllc cby revelatıon from Jesus COhrist’?
Abraham, Isaac an Jacob, ll equıp hım ftor the L:12) that “God W ds>$ pleased* ‘TOUCHING THE EDGE OF HIS CLOAK.’ REFLECTIONS ON REPENTANCE AND GRACE ®  Cain said to the Lord, ‘My punishment is more  the lifting of his guilt and the atonement of his  than I can bear. Today you are driving me from  sin, and his acceptance of the commission is swifter  the land, and I will be hidden from your pres-  than Moses’ who questions God more before  ence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth,  accepting his new role.  and whoever finds me will kill me.’ (v.13-14)  2.3 The New Testament  His reaction is a mixture of self-pity for what he  will have to endure as an outcast exposed to the  This brings us to the moment of Saul’s conversion  on the road to Damascus. This event demonstrates  possibility of being murdered himself and deep  that the transformation of life is not always imme-  regret that he will no longer know the presence of  God who will be hidden from him. Henri Blocher  diately prefaced by a direct realisation of sin. We  writes that Cain ‘commiserates with himself and  know relatively little of Paul before the event. At  the end of Acts 7, we read that he is present at the  utters not a word of regret for the act he has com-  death of Stephen, and the implication is that he  mitted’.!® The Lord’s response is to place a mark  of protection on him so that “if anyone kills Cain,  is subconsciously impressed by the saintliness that  Stephen shows in his death. Like Christ, Stephen  he will suffer vengeance seven times over’ (Gen  forgives those who are stoning him to death (Acts  4:15). While Cain is still subject to the curse and  remains an outcast;, arguably SO that he IS con-  7:60). Chapter 8 contains the account of Saul’s  persecution of the Christians. Then his dramatic  stantly reminded of the consequences of his acts,  conversion takes place. Blinded by an overwhelm-  he at least has the Lord’s protection, as Gerhard  ingly dazzling light, he hears the voice of God  von Rad says:  asking why he is persecuting him, the Lord. Saul is  Cain does not have the last word in this story,  not directly constrained to repent, but is so dazzled  but rather God, who now places Cain’s for-  by the transcendent glory of the divine presence  feited life under strict protection... Because of  and so totally dependent on the Lord restoring  his murder he is cursed by separation from God  his sight to him that a realisation of his need and  and yet incomprehensibly guarded and sup-  total dependence on God take place. Sometimes  ported by God’s protection.'!  God convicts by the sheer dazzling brilliance and  wonder of his glory and shakes us by the total  It is a measure of God’s acceptance that ultimately  contrast between that and our human limitations.  he cannot abandon Cain even though Cain has  only expressed a limited form of repentance for his  Saul’s dependence on God is demonstrated by  crime.,  his immediate response to Jesus as ‘Lord’, even  though he must have been mystified by what had  Moses presents a totally different case. He had  killed the Egyptian overseer and fled into the  happened. But he knows that as the Lord Jesus  wilderness. When he is confronted by God’s call  challenges him to say why he is persecuting him, it  is the Lord who is speaking. The conversion and  from the burning bush, he is terrified and admits  his total unsuitability for the Lord’s work in the  repentance are total, and confirmed by three things:  words:  his baptism, his reconciliation with the other dis-  ciples and his immediate preaching of the Gospel  Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and  which results in his missionary zeal and total com-  bring the Israelites out of Egypt? (Ex 3:11).  mitment. When he later refers several times to his  Moses queries the purpose and wisdom of the  initial encounter with Christ in the words ‘“Have  Lord’s commands and asks to be spared the oner-  T not seen Jesus our Lord? (1 Cor 9:1), it IS not  ous duties now placed upon him. But there is no  to dwell on the dramatic details of his conversion  record that he actually repents of any past deed.  as an isolated event (1 Cor 15:8), but to say that  He is simply told that God, who is the God of  the gospel came ‘by revelation from Jesus Christ’  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, will equip him for the  (Gal 1:12), that God was pleased ... to reveal his  task that is required of him. On the other hand  Son ın me’ (Gal 1:16) and that he sees the ‘light  Isaiah, called to the service of God, is filled with  of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face  an overwhelming sense of wonder at the vision he  of Christ’ (2 Cor 4:6). However, as his experience  sees in the temple (Isa 6). Like Moses, he is full of  of the grace and love of God grows, Paul confesses  the sense of his own unworthiness and unsuitabil-  his own constant need to repent of his inability to  ity for the commission that the Lord has entrusted  do what his good intentions direct him to and his  to him. The difference is that Isaiah experiences  constant failure to resist the evil that he knows he  ET 23:2 6 123reveal hıs
task that 1S required of hım (In the other hand Son ın mME 1:16) an that he SCCS5 the “hıght
Isalah, called the servıice of God, 15 wıth f the knowledge of the olory of God In the face

overwhelming ofwonder AT the VISION he of Christ? (2 COr 4:6) However, d hıs eXpemMneENCE
SCCS 1n the temple (Isa 6) Like Moses, he 15 full of of the and love of God W  S Paul confesses
the of hıs OW unworthiness and unsuitabil- his OW CONSTLANT eed rCepCNL of hıs inabılıty
Lty for the COMMIsSsSION that the Lord has entrusted do what hıs go0od intentlions direct hım and hıs

hım Ihe difference 15 that sa1l1a experlences CONSTANT aılure resist the eviıl that he knows he
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cshould resist (Rom 5-19) He continues: “What who knows hıs catastrophic faılings an rCPCNLES of
wretched am! Who 11 FeESECUHE from them, but O€s NOT EXperienece OTr

thıs body of death? TIThanks be God through Ihe 9 Michael Henchard, 15 fatally
Jesus OChrist ur Lord!? (Rom 4-25) He who impulsiıve an bıtterly reSrETSs the ACTS 1n hıs Dast
has received such lıte-cChanging 1S AWATC of towards hıs family, which eclipse the Z0o0Odness he
the human Nature from which he has Cn saved has shown towards the COoMMUNItY he has served:
and of hıs CONSTLANT tendency fall into SIN hıs “Why cshould still be subject these Visıtat1ons of
has become hıs COMNCCINMN, relegating references the deviıl,; when rYy S! hard keep hım awayı
hıs DreVIOUS experience before cCONversion In LE ardy fashion, Henchard SCCS hımself 4S

(Galn aN! Phiıl 3:5-9) primarıly 45 the victım of powertul forces of fate embodied in
ATr of COomparıson. hıs personal deviıl wh; dogs hıs throughout
Whart 15 clear from the words and CXPEMENCE of hıs ıte When he dies, A pilece of 15 found

Paul 15 that Al inıtıal ACT of rCpCNLANCCE an 1N- hıs body statıng hıs will Among ther things,
Ing God needs be supplemented by daily he sımply be forgotten and for nobody
AWAaATECENCSS of COUr INadequacy ın lıying upD the grieVe VGLn him  13 Hıs words “Who 15 such
call of the Spirıt wıthın us and OUrTr faılure ollow reprobate AS And yeLr 1t that E be
the commands Aan! standards that Christ Jesus has ıIn Somebody’s hand!?!* indıicate hıis AaWAaTENCSS5 of
SeTt us guldıng supernatural W ın hıs ıfe Despite

In the 1 1n the L[OOINNN ın John 1  „ hıs feeling OL total worthlessness, he has recently
Sımon DPeter makes the mistake of assumıng that helped the mother of ocal INan, bel ıttle,
if he has be cleansed he has AVEC HOT only hıs who ın return has followed hım tend hım 1n

his Hinal illness. He 15 N1NaWaTrc of the ET offeet, but hıs hands Aan! hıs head washed Dy Jesus
AS ell Ihe Lord SdaV5, however: ‘A PCISON who the xo0Odness he has cshown ıIn hıs ıfe that, AS he 15
has had bath needs only wash hıs feet: hıs yıng, he asks hıttle Can VC be really such
ole body 1S clean’ (Jn S: 10). We aVEC already DOOF tond ftool AS for such wretch 4S

experienced what WC INaYy call “primary washing’ Hardy’s bleak that humanıty 15 dogged DYy
4S the result of C of repCNLaANCC, but do inscrutable fate that hıs character achleves
eed the “secondary washıng’, forg1veness for ur miserable self-awareness arı rCRTCL, which st1ll
daily faılıngs 1n worshıip, love and SCIVICE, Just AS5 leaves hım ıIn quagmıre of futile self-reproach
the early discıples had wash the uSst from their with abılity forgive hıimself arl MOVC
Ar feet after day the road. lıttle later Jesus nNto of JOV. Circumstances do NOT SC

SdyS hıs discıples: ”X.OuU AIC already clean because allow Henchard the regeneration he desires and
of the word ave spoken you (Jn 15:5): but needs. Yet the Christian reader would gliımpse DOS-
AdS branches of hımself£, the Vine; they aVEC be sıbilities that Henchard 1S only half of. He
pruned. Many Christians do themselves spirıtual has undeveloped, half understood SCIISC of
disservice Dy their CONSTANT feeling that theır ıfe 15 divine ın hıs life; 8 Oonly when It 1$ LOO late

fundamental an everlasting of penıtence S  r hım CeNJOY ıf Hıs posıtion 15 CXTFENIE form
which ( A deprive them of JOV ın their salvatıon. of the everlastıng penıtence that SOIINNC feel wh: AIC

It has emerged therefore that the MOMENT of of their frailty &UB mentally rCpCNLT of IT C0M

turnıng respond God 15 NOT always stantly, but ATC incapable of nndıng reedom from
panıed by al AGT of rCPCNLANCC, but Dy SOINC other ItSs Like INanıy others, enNCNarı would be
react1on, eiıther the of being overwhelmed unable share the thoughts of John Donohue
Dy the S1IOrY of God DYy MOMENT of realısatıon In hıs wondertul book Eternal Echoes who SaVyS
of OUr uman Iimitations. When personal ouilt ın relatıon Dast EVENt

becomes CONtTINUOUS cloud VCL VOUFTF lıfe, then
Thomas Hardy YOU AT locked In mental prison. ıle YOU

As RE SCCH realısatıon of OUur eed O€s NOT hould NOLT YOUTLC responsibility for the DaSt,
automatıcally ead confession and the AaCCCPLANCE when yYOU make the Past VOUr Jaıler, VOU destroy
of forgiveness. At thıs point WC turn consıder YOUL future. It 15 such OMEeNT of lıb-
the work of the Englısh novelist Ihomas Hardy eratıon when yYOu learn forgive yourself, let
(1840-1928), an In particular the experience of the burden and alk OUT Into 11IC path of
NC of hıs Characters; the ayor of Casterbridge, promıise an possibility.“®
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realiısatıon ofpersonal SIN wıthout tTeedom from the who touches the edge of his cloak, AIC

self-loathing leaves sensıit1ve indıviduals ın unable reach Jesus because of the crowds of
emotional than ıf they had self-awareness people wantıng SC hım IThe Airst words IC
AT all Judas Iscarıot, who has known the DICS- Jesus speaks hım AL SOM YyOUL SINS ATl C for-
ENCEC of Christ ın hıs lıfe, knows rCcpCNLANCC an g1ven’ 225) annenberg wrIıtes:
self-disgust wıthout seeking the forgiveness of the Like the promıise of forgiveness an the A4SSUTFTF-
ONC he has betrayed wıthout C VE feeling that
he would be justified ın eing forgiven.

ANCEC of salvation, LOO Jesus’ healing minıstry
Was closely bound wıth hıs INCSSaLC of the

Thus, both realisatiıon of SIN an rCePCNLANCEC Comıng ofthe Kıngdom ofGod Ihe healıng he
eXISt ın differing forms AF different XTn performed demonstrated concretely that where

AaWAaTENCSS5 of personal ouilt 15 ften DFrEeSCHNLT
without rCpCNLANCC, an there IMNay be CONversion

the IMNCSSALZC of 0d’s 1CANNCSS 15 grasped GE

pletely and in full LrUSL, salvatıon iıtself 15 alreadyand transformation wıthout Oobviıous AC| of PCN- effective.!/
IteNnCEe: purely rough the force of the dazzlıng
ıght ofGod’s glory that chines the unreformed It 15 highly unlikely that allıYV of these three PCI-

SONS had anı Yy AWAaTrTC11CSS of the eed rePpCNL ofife and makes UuSs of past CITOTIS and 11C DOS unconfessed an unforgiven SIN IThe emphasis hassıbılıties. Self-knowledge 15 NCCCSSdL Y ın the total
Chrıstian EXPEHMENCE; CVCECIN if 1t rSf happens during shıfted from the personal CONSCIOUSNESS of inward
the development of deepening relationshıp wiıth an spirıtual eed the acti1ons of the OC who

ACTS help US despite 1944 lımıtations, AT 12NO-Jesus Christ 4S Savlour. Paul certainly knows the
an OUr moral blindness. In the parable ofthings ofhıch he has rCepCNL HC he has

glory. There 15 surely requıired the “  SE Son, IT 15 the SPONTANCOUS forgiveness f
in the Christian’s developing EXPEENCEE. But the Father that Matters, rather than the reacti1ons

of the prodigal S() We AI In the realm of110 eed consıder 1n greater detail the gift of
forgiveness which Iudes INAanıYy who experience When Jesus FTONOUNCCS hıs forgiveness from the
incomplete self-knowledge an rCpCNLANCC. C  „ who 15 he forgiving? Whıle he SaVS "Forgiıve

them) (Lk 23:534, IV italıcs), 15 he only forgiving
those who ATC hıs immediate executlioners” He 15

Grace and forgiveness surely including Judas them, AS ell 4S the
urıng the MINIStL Y Ot Jesus, A ONa wh had discıples who flee from hım Al the MOMENT of hıs
been ‘subject bleeding for twelve years’ but AFTEST. surely he 15 looking AW Simon DPeter

who had betrayed him, but who unlıke Judas hadwho W as unable d aı Jesus’ attention, tells
herself: :1t only touch hıs CloakK; 11 be healed’ the iImmense beneht of Jesus’ forgiveness and
(Mrt 0-21) hıs FEC4HES later when, after Jesus COMMISSIONINS. Simon Peter rCPCNLS bitterly an
has landed at Gennesaret, he 1S recognised Dy the 9 but do the authorities, Pontius Pılate an
people aMı they bring their sick hım, begging the Hıgh Priest, also feel AL1Yy repCNTLANCE for their
hım °to let the S1IC Just touch the edge of hıs cloak, act10ns” Tom the Jesus allows for the fact
and who touched hım WG healed’ that “they do NOT know what they AT domg (Lk

23:34). hıs would IN1Can that, whıle they knowIr 15 theır last desperate aCT of faıth that Jesus 111
be able accomplısh the virtually impossible, the the immediate CONSCYUCNCCS of their aCTS, they AdIC
CONVICtION that In : powerlessness CA:  s do of theır deeper signifcance that they
15 throw ourselves hıs healıng an aVvVe tollowed plan that Jesus should suffer
that he Can do what AIC incapable of achleving an bring redemption the WOTr. PaStT, PresCcnt
for ourselves. While these iInstances aAICc NOL directly an future without AL1Yy repCNLANCE OL understand-
INOMECNTS of rCepCNTLANCE, IT 15 also clear that Jesus Ing of the CONSCYUCNCECS.
SCCS physical disease 4S Symptomatiıc of unforgiven ven those wh died ın faıth ın God before
SIN example of thıs 15 the OCCasıon when, after Christ WasSs Orn AT jJustified Dy theır belief. Paul
the healing of the Ila  — AL the pool of Bethesda, CGS thıs iın his reference Abraham when he reit-
Jesus SC hım later and te hım tOp SINNINS, COr Erates the reference od’s COVENANT wıth hım

INAaV happen you (Jn 5:14) classıc (Gen 15:6) an reafhirms In the orıginal words
Instance of disease AN SYMpLOM of SIN 1S the Dard- from GenesIis ‘“Abraham believed God,; and IT W dS

Iytic INan who 15 owered OWN through the ODCNH credited hım 4A5 riıghteousness’ (Rom 4:3) IThe
roof Into the of Jesus by friends who, iıke promıise of 1$ g1ven Abraham an hıs
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descendants the basıs of their faıth alone. hıs realisatıon ofUr weakness and HAL rePCNTLANCCE fal]
15 also promised aVl who certainly knows far short.
rCPpCNLANCC and AANVCS forg1veness when, in the It 1S emerging from C(IUT reflections that, while
Sd_I1llc PAsSSdSC, Paul rCDCALS the words of Psalm ur concentratiıon far has eecn individual
aD Cds' an ON the rCpCNTLANCC of the individual, the

Blessed AlC they offer of forgiveness ON the basıs of faıth alone 15
whose transgressiOnNs AdIC forgiven, collective offer It 15 important at thıs point
whose SINS ar covered. consıder that; whıle the entire human LACC 15
Blessed 1$ the Nan included in the that 15 extended usS, the
OSe SIN the Lord ll HVE agalnst whole of humanıty 1S called repCNLaANCE.

hım (Rom 4:7/-8)
At this MOMENT ın hıs lıfe, Abraham O€Ss NOLT veL Collective repentanceA the towerıng faıth and obedience recorded
In hıs readiness sacrıfıce Isaac. Faıith (a be AS

When John the Baptist “‘preaching baptiısm
of repentance for the fOrg1venNESS of sıns’ k 1:4),smalIll AS grain of mustard seed’ (Mt 1720 he(NOT only C  enge indıviduals, but the17/:6) Who 15 4S5SC55 the S17€ an EXTCHT of

the faıth required? It Can indeed be the faıth of the entire natıon of Israel In the parable of the wed-
ding feast 22 1-153) Jesus PFONOUNCCS judgeWOMNAaN who sımply touch °the edge of hıs MmMentT ( the Pharıisees an the rel1g10us authoritiescloak? 2:20).

Just 4S In the mınd of the iımmortal God, DYy telling of the privileged gueSts’ rejection of the
a10Or of EMe, who the ASCS and SCS the Invıtatıon the banquet and the CONSCQUCHLT INVI-

tatıon the outsiders take theır place AT theI1ves of humanıty AS H MOMECNL, the faıth of Dast feast hıs 15 reference the Lord’s openinggenerations 15 accepted, the promıise 1S also Uus,
the present-day discıples who, iıke DPeter and the hıs 1Ssıon peoples other than the natıon of

others, ave time and agaın fled from Jesus an Israel ut the disease of reJjection of Christ AN
the aılure repCNLT spreads throughout the FESTdenied hım When Pontius Pılate washes hıs hands of humanıty and history nNto OUr W day, suchand SdYyS. { amn Innocent of thıs man’s blood’ anı

the crowd responds wiıth the words: hıs blood that history falls under the SAadIN C JjJudgement of
havıng failed follow an obey the commandsbe ON UuSs and OM OUr children!? 27:24-25), IT of God OTL aAaCCCDL the moral of15 NOLT only the CWIS. crowd who lle LCSPDONN- the Tlen Commandments. Surely, whıiıle INanıy INAaYys1bility, but al those PrEeSCHL an future whose

act1Oons, neglect and faılure Aave added OT ll ad: reject the authority of God 4S Lord of the unıverse
the death of Jesus ave sinned an fall cshort an SCC relevance ın the ISt of Jesus’

commandments, there 15 [CaAason why umanfthe glory of od’, wrıtes Paul (Rom 525 an beings should rejeCt the second commandment:al still do fal] short, 4S Paul has Just wriıtten: 15
righteousness from God C(} through faıth ıIn °LOve VOUF ne1ghbour AS yourself” k 1720021
Jesus Christ all who believe. ere 15 dıf- ACceptance of the relevance of the second COMN-

mandment 1s surely NOT condiıtional OIl aACCCPLANCCEference) (Rom 5:22) stand under the S”AdI11C

Jjudgement an aVe AdCCCcSs5s5 the SadIiIlle promıiıse of authorıity VeGT OUrTr I1ves: ir 15 the creed of
of Justification and aCCCPLANCE 1n sıght. all wh: seeck lıve In harmony wıth theır fellow

beings and further the zo0od of the human FAAnd lest place LOO much emphasıs 147 WIN It 15 therefore ımportant AaCCCDL that the entirevirtue In the faıth have, Tom Wright remiıinds uSs
where the Vi1ftu€ lıes human TAaCcc 15 In eed of rCPCNTLANCE for IfSs neglect

of the interests of F fellow beings, OUur planet,When God’s COVENANT faithfulness /justice 15 OUuUr eNvVvIronNmMment aM the FESOUTCECS of the worldunveıled, thıs 15 one the basıs of the faıthful- that eing abused and wasted. It has Often been
c5$ f Jesus the Messıah, ON the HC hand, anı
fOr the benefit of those who elieve ON the ther. !®

the N that confessing Christians aVe been less
of their failings than non-believers Oobserv-

We AL Justified DYy God’s for COUr faıth TIhe Ing them Many professing belief AB goodwillof God LOVCEIS the SINS and ailures of all suffer from form of . wilful blindness, DYy which IT
humanıty an all dASCS because God knows the fraıl 15 CaSV CONVINCE oneself that what 15 happeninghumanıity of those he has created. He knows that 15 NOT happening AT all.!? When Jesus ON the
hıs aACC an strength ATC made periect CVEB ifur forgives the WOr. It 15 NOT only for COUr acti1ons 1ın
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crucifying him, but also ftor Ur cruciıfying ULr d1s- thing which love CAAHANOE tolerate Or lıghtly Dass
advantaged fellow human beings who AT Cryıng OVCTrL, and 1T 15 only OUtTt of the suffering of such
Out for OUrTr help an love. An ımportant aSPCCL of inexorable love that ILUEe forgiveness, AN) distinct
OUr imperfect repeNLaNCE 15 that AN Christians, from indulgent AMNCSLY, could CVEr come.*!
throughout hiStOrY, 4VE collectively taıled While, CONLFarYy Baillie’s assert1on, SOIMNC indı-
speak OUL an CF rmly enough CVEISC the viduals INANASC achieve feats of apparentlyarm that 15 happenıng, whıiıle at the SAamıc t1m: superhuman forg1veness that CANNOT justifiably be
AI perhaps actıng 45 indıviduals wıthın OUrLr human relegated the description “ indulgent amnesty’,lIımıts alleviate suffering 41 eed small the tTOoNeEemMenNT wrought by God ın Christ 15 unıquescale. While COMNIC regularly In worship ave and beyond human I1Canls an understanding, In
(JUTLT feet washed, do also repCNL for the collec- bearıng the SINS of humanıty of time In LE ACH
t1ve allure of COUTL FA rther world that the of that NCOMIDASSCS an bsorbs C(QUN SIN and
Creator ftound be “ver y 700d’? (Gen ST Are OUr imperfect PEMtENCE, provided IT 15 grasped ıIn

GCVeENn sufhiciently of the faılures ın ur- falth. Maftfter how imperfectly.selves from which eed repent: But OHE turther question 15 posed by Christ’s
unıque ACT of explation. Is thıs AaCT that demon-

Atonement I ares the SUDIECINC Wof God, but has ulti-
mMaAate effect 0)8! humanıty because It 15 SUPDTICINCIt has een clearly established that realisatıon of

OUr aılure and repCNLaANCE only SOMC WdY 1n
an renders humanıty incapable of response?
Jürgen Moltmann, ın hıs stark portraya of the S1e

(IUT Journey of faıth an that the of nıllcance of the sacrıfice of Christ, demonstrates
forgiveness 15 1CCCSSdL Y for ur salvation an the WdY OPCH for OUr when he describes
The fOrg1venESS of Christ, contaıned 1ın hıs PLIayCL the challenge us Christ’s sacrıfice 15from the C  D 15 the entree C VE greater* ‘TOUCHING THE EDGE OF HIS CLOAK.’ REFLECTIONS ON REPENTANCE AND GRACE ®  crucifying him, but also for our crucifying our dis-  thing which love cannot tolerate or lightly pass  advantaged fellow human beings who are crying  over, and it is only out of the suffering of such  out for our help and love. An important aspect of  inexorable love that true forgiveness, as distinct  our imperfect repentance is that we as Christians,  from an indulgent amnesty, could ever come.?!  throughout history, have collectively failed to  While, contrary to Baillie’s assertion, some indi-  speak out and act firmly enough to reverse the  viduals manage to achieve feats of apparently  harm that is happening, while at the same time we  superhuman forgiveness that cannot justifiably be  are perhaps acting as individuals within our human  relegated to the description ‘“indulgent amnesty’,  limits to alleviate suffering and need on a small  the atonement wrought by God in Christ is unique  scale. While we come regularly in worship to have  and beyond human means and understanding, in  our feet washed, do we also repent for the collec-  bearing the sins of humanity of all time in one act  tive failure of our race to further a world that the  of grace that encompasses and absorbs our sin and  Creator found to be very z200d? (Gen 1:31). Are  our imperfect penitence, provided it is grasped in  we even sufficiently aware of the failures in our-  faith, no matter how imperfectly.  selves from which we need to repent?  But one further question is posed by Christ’s  unique act of expiation. Is this an act that demon-  5. Atonement  strates the supreme power of God, but has no ulti-  mate effect on humanity because it is so supreme  It has been clearly established that realisation of  our failure and repentance only go some way in  and renders humanity incapable of response?  Jürgen Moltmann, in his stark portrayal of the sig-  our journey of faith and that the grace of God’s  nificance of the sacrıfice of Chrıst, demonstrates  forgiveness is necessary for our salvation and peace.  the way open for our response when he describes  The forgiveness of Christ, contained in his prayer  the challenge to us. Christ’s sacrifice is  from the cross, is the entree to an even greater  ... the unconditioned and therefore boundless  grace, the grace of atonement, which must now be  considered particularly.  love which proceeds from the grief of the Father  and the dying of the Son and reaches forsaken  On the road to Emmaus the two disciples who  men in order to create in them the possibility  are returning home in their disillusionment fol-  and the force of new life.?  lowing the crucifixion, refer to Jesus merely as a  ‘prophet powerful in word and deed before God’  Christ’s death is not an isolated event in a wilder-  (Lk 24:19). Jesus himself suffers the flogging and  ness of human faılure and'sin, but it is a’ trans-  the nails, the taunts of the crowd and the soldiers,  forming act that infuses the human spirit with  the fear and the betrayal of his followers, yet he  the power to forgive, even when our repentance  knows that, as Son of God, he is the very essence  is limited by our humanity. Those who are “for-  of God himself. In his reflections on the prodi-  saken’ because of their denial of Christ and their  gal son, Henri Nouwen sees Jesus as the Father  failure in love and service, are enabled to respond  to the love of Christ, to be received again and to  becoming, in the person of the younger son, the  prodigal son for our sake. He writes:  live renewed lives in the power of the resurrection.  While repentance may be subject to our human  Jesus left the house of his heavenly Father, came  limitations, his grace meets our imperfect response  to a foreign country, gave away all that he had,  and returned through his cross to his Father’s  and creates new life, issuing in responses that may  home.?°  well be beyond what we believed to be our capa-  bility.  Though himself sinless, he is at one with his rebel-  lious, half-penitent child. This is his atonement  for the sins of the world, bearing the sufferings  6. Repentance and fruit  of the whole of humanity. Only God who sees the  Both Matthew and Luke record that John the  full extent of human sin can forgive sufficiently  Baptist addressed the Jewish leaders, warning  to cover our sin and failure. According to D.M.  them of judgement to come with the words: ‘You  Baillie,  brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from  God in Christ’s suffering and death is infinite  the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with  Love confronted with human sin. And it is an  repentance’ (Mt 3:7-8, Lk 3:7-8). Our repentance,  expiatory sacrifice, because sin is a dreadfully real  to be genuine, has to be matched with a response  E 23:2 © 147the unconditioned an therefore boundless2  e the of AatONCMENL,CMUST 1L1O0W be
consıdered particularly. love which proceeds from the grief of the Father

a! the dyıng of the Son an reaches forsakenOn the road Emmaus the disciples who
LU  — ın order GrGAaTfG 1ın them the possibilitydIC returnıng Oome ın theır disıllussıonment tol-
an the force of HC life .<lowing the crucifixion, retfer Jesus merely AS

‘prophet powerful ın word Ar deed before God’ Christ’s death 1s NOT isolated 1n wiılder
(EK 24:19). Jesus himself uffers the Nogging an of human aılure 2827 SIN, but IT 15 S-
the naıls, the LauUNTSs of the crowd and the soldiers, forming AaCT that infuses the human spırıt wiıth
the fear and the betrayal of hıs followers, yeLr he the fOrgZ1Vve, EVCin when OUTLr repCNLANCC
knows that, 4A5 Son of God, he 15 the VCLY CSSCIICC 15 iımıted DYy OUr humanıty. OSEe who AIC “Or-
of God hımself. In hıs reflections the prodi- saken)’” because of theır denı1al of Christ an their
al SOIN, Henrı Nouwen SCC5 Jesus AS the Father failure 1ın love aM SEr VICE, AI enabled respond

the love of Yst, be received agaln andbecoming, in the PDCISON of the VOUNSCI SON, the
prodigal SOI for WE sake He wrIıtes: 1ve renewed lıves ın the Wofthe resurrectlion.

While rCPCNTLANCE INAaYy be subject (FE umanJesus left the house 1S heavenly Father, CAalNlc
lımıtations, hıs (FE imperfectforeign COUNTT V, DAVC AWdAV al] that he had,

and returned through hıs hıs Father’s an CTEG 21LES HE  S lıfe, 1SSUING 1ın LCSDOL1SCS that INAaYy
home.*© ell be beyond what elleve be CF CaDa-

Dility.IT’hough hımself sinless, he 15 AL OILC wiıth hıs rebel-
l10us, half-penitent child hıs 15 hıs 4ATOMEMHMEN
for the SINS of the WOT. bearıng the sufferings Repentance an fruit
of the whole of humanıty. Only God wh. SCCS the Both Matthew an Luke record that John the
full GXTENE of human SIN Call forgive sufhicıently Baptist addressed the Jewısh leaders, warnıng

OUurTr SIN an faiılure According them of jJudgement COHIC wıth the words: “You
Baullie, brood of vipers! Who warned VOU flee from

God 1n OChrist’s suffering aMn death 15 inhinıte the comıng wrath” Produce fruit ın keeping wıth
OVe confronted wıth human SIN 1T 15 repentance’ S:/-8 5:/8). Our rCPCNLANCC,
EXPLALOTY sacrıfice, because SIN 1S dreadfully real be ZeENUMNE, has be matched wiıth

ETD ® TAT



(JORDON | FAH

the inward call ear fruut. We SCC this clearly the Damascus Road, Paul 1E
ın the of Jonah who when he hears the vVolcCe MI1ss1ıoN which 15 characterised by FCPECNL-
wıthın hım telling hım Nıneveh, Aat rst A1l1CcC in the light of his self-knowledge Al of
[UNS AWAV Tarshısh, but then when called HGE ndless Unless the an forg1ve-
agaln, obeys and ndeed ZOCS Nıneveh 1SSUE in FCSDONSC, sımply the

We AD driıven back the brothers 1ın of ‘touching the edge of hıs cloak’, the forgive-
the parable, In theıir differıng PCSPONSCS their has Gcn only half grasped an remaın 1ın
father’s FrEqQUESLT mentioned UE the beginning of the A 1m of sem1-commıtment. However, from the
artıicle. hen there 15 Simon Peter whose threetold of transformation, they an constantly
denıal al Christ 1s cancelled urt by the threefold FELTUTN the foot of the (Cross where salyvatıon 1S
command of the Savıour love an„ sealed wrought an where 1: resurrection L1ICW ıte
Dy hıs further InJunction DPeter ‘Follow me (Jn begins. ven Michael Henchard, that he 15
Z 15 19); B marks the enewal Öf his disc1- 1ın “Ssomebody’s hand’, 15 surely receıved Into the
pleship. Peter of COUTISC matches hıs rCPCNTLANCEC an the loving hands of God whom he has
wiıth hıs act10ns 1n hıs NCW, dedicated ıte sensed 4S In hıs lıfe.++
Luke QUOLCS Paul’s confession Agrıppa 1n the In the inal analysıs, the parable of the OSt Son
words: SO then, Kıng Agrıppa, WasSs NOT disobe- an the Forgiving Father 15 perhaps the
dient the VISION from heaven... preached that of all parables for what IT SdVS about 19R flawed
they should refurn God an theır rCPCNL- humanity an God’s lovıng After all, his
AI Dy their deeds’ (Acts 20619 TeETHN the Father the Prodigal Son has nothing

One parable iıllustrates that fruit and S00d offer Hıs only an actıon 15 refurn
acCt10ons do NOLTL necessarıly AT (MACGE In the the Father wh: 15 the 11C who lavıshes fOrS1Vve-
parable of the Ng-tree that INnan plants ın hıs CcS5 and him God 1S God of and
vineyard, fruit 1S visıble When the WAants 11 ıfe an lıve NOL Dy certaınty, but Dy faith

(T It OWN after three of frutless waIlt- that  - however weak OUuUrTr experlience and OUL COIN-

Ing, the steward pleads for the B5 be gıven mıtment INAaYy DE, ATC accepted and empowered
another chance, after which 1T would be CUT OWN Dy the 11C whose SUFDASSCS OUur COW!

(Lk What strikes uSs 1ın thıs 15 the
second chance offered the unfrutful ng-tree, Dr Gordon Leah publishes atters of Christian
perhaps antıdote of in the belief reflected 1ın lıterature. He 15 retired lan
SCVCETIC JjJudgement meted OUTt 1t 1ın Matthew’s teacher (German an French) an lıves 1n
and Mark’s ACCOUNTS f the cursıng of the Ng-tree VVOI'CCStCI'‚

am that Luke’s Ng-tree would AaVe een
o1ven SVn further chance ıtself EndnotesTIhe NOTE, ıIn fact, 15 (QIIC of forgiveness an:

One 15 left wıth the AaWaTreNCcss that God 1DI1Ca. references A taken from the New
International ersion.loves everything he has made and 1t 15 ıIn hıs nNnAarıure

offer redemptive hıs creation. Ihe Woltfhart Pannenberg, rundzüge der Chrıstologie
(Gütersloh: Mohn Englısh Jesus God andexperlience of regeneratiıon 15 total experience of Man transl Dy Lewiıs Wılkıins aAM Duaneself-knowledge, rCepCNLANCE, forg1iveness an call HeDE: London: SCM, 250actıon. G_.W. ampe wrıtes about Zacchaeus Henrı1 Nouwen, The Return of the rodiga.that he NOtT called uDON nake restitution Son London: Darton, Longman Todd, 1994before Christ entered hıs home; he repented an 52 Contra Joseph Fıtzmyer, The Gospel
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