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Small, Struggling Churches in Europe: Do
They Have Future*?

Marınello

SUMMARY Specifically, the local church should be characterised DYthe study of the apostles’ teaching, the fellowship, the
What IS the future for small, struggling churches In celebration of the Lord’s Supper and Drayvern. She should
Lurope wWwhose setting IS Dost-modern, post-Christian and have recognised, loca|l leadership In accordance ith the
post-Christendom? S there place for such gatherings characteristics OUun In the New Testament strugglingIn time when ManYy believe that igger IS hetter? The STOW, her struggles should hbe related ([O persecution
dI1sWer IS /  v  yes f the loca|l church displays effectively the and noTt due character IC Darallels clubhouse
four ıtems IC!| the first loca|l church Was evoted In chameleon. She should also he characterised DYy the
cts 24 2° has functioning, l0cal ‚eadership; and g- historica|l four marks of the Church OTIC, nNOly, catholic
gles due the l0ca|l setting rather than her character. and apostolic.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG iıchen Umstände als auf ihr Wesen zurückzuführen sind
Gerade die Ortsgemeinde sollte ohne SchwierigkeitenWıe sieht die Zukunft Kleiner Gemeinden Im zeigen können, dass In ihr Apostellehre, Gemeinschaft,Überlebenskampf In einem Dost-modernen, nach-christ- Abendmahl und beheimatet sind SIe sollte

lichen Umfeld und Zeitalter In Luropa aus® Gibt Kaum ferner Iıne anerkannte Örtliche Leiterschaft Vorweısen
für erartige Versammlungen In eıner Zeıt, In der viele In UÜbereinstimmung mıiıt den Prinzıplen des Neuen
der Auffassung sind, dass größer auch hbesser bedeutet? JTestamentes Wenn SIEe mMıt Wachstumsproblemen[JDie ISst eın Ja, alls die örtliche ememnde auf ämpft, dann sollten ihre Schwierigkeiten auf Verfolgungwirksame EIse die J1er Dinge bezeugt, denen sich zurückzuführen seın und nicht auf eınen Charakter, der
auch die erste Örtliche emenmnde verschrieben hatte, eınem Vereinshaus ähnelt oder wechselhhaft ISt wıe die
wWwIıe In Apostelgeschichte RA erzählt; zweıtens, alls Farben eINes Chamiäleons. Schliesslich sollte SIE ich
SIE eıne funktionierende Leiterschaft VOT hat; und Urc die historischen vier Wesensmerkmals der Kirche
drittens, WTl ihre Schwierigkeiten eher auf die Ort- auszeichnen: eINIS, heilig, katholisch und apostolisch.
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RESUME
de S()7} cCaractere. Concretement, l’Eglise devrait

Quel avenır EstT nossible VOUT de petites Eglises QqUI menent s’appliquer N  e  tude de ’enseignement apostolique, 19
leur combat LEurope, dans post-moderne, COoMMUNION fraternelle, Ia celebration de Ia Cene el
post-cChretien et Dost-Chretiente De telles Uu- B priere. File devrait S  F:  Eetre doti  ee  E d’une structure locale
tes ont-elles un  (D place UNe epoque OU Deaucoup CONSI- VOUT dSSsSurer direction, accord AaVEC 1es
derent YUeE Dlus est nombreux, MIECUX cela vaut La Caracteristiques indiquees dans lEe Nouveau Testament. SI
reponse Est DOositive S] l’Eglise locale pratique les quatre elle doit Iutter DOUT randir, SOM combat devrait resulter
actıvıtes auxquelles s’adonnait B premiere Eglise locale de E persecution Dlutöt YUuE de ressemblance
selon CTes 2 SI Ia direction d’Eglise est assuree loca-
lement el SI elle doit des combats de

club d’une strategie de cameleon. Flle devrait 10153
eire Caracterisee Dar 1Ees quatre attributs historiques de

sıtuation locale dans 1a socIiete Qquıi ’environne, et (107) DaS |’Eglise |l’unite, Ia saıntete, Ia catholicite el ’apostolicite.
i q  q
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SMALL, STRUGGLING HURCHES FUROPE DIS IHEY AVE FUTURE®

Introduction: the CcContext John Paul 11I’s suggestion that Europe’s Christian
be mentioned In the constitution.? SomeIhe COMNTEXT for churches INn Europe 15 ONC 1ın

which natıve Europeans aArCc post-modern, DOSL- CVCIN stated nat the ope’s reqUESL ‘betray[ ed|
ailure understand the logic of the EuropeanChristian an post-Christendom.’ Post-modern

Europeans whom the Gospel of Jesus Christ 15 CONstructLion, thoroughgoing secular-
tion.!9brought aV 4S their guldıng force feelings rather

than FCaSON; they A4SsSEe their knowledge PCI- hıs 15 the cultural setting of the small churches
WAant discuss. Iwo maın questions ll besonal experience rather than scientihc invest1-

gation; theıir truth 15 personal rather than provable; considered rst Whart S17€ 15 “smal[l[l’? an why 15
particular local church struggling? Afterwardstheır ultımate xoal 15 societal aCCCPLANCCE) an theır

MOST respected authority 15 the celebrity, whether al ADSWCT the question of the future of SMa
struggling churches ll be offeredthat celebrity 15 from the artS; the academy (3 the

SpOFTS ATCMaA IThe ost-Christian CONtFEXE 15 ONC
In which the basıc owledge of the record and What S1Z€ 15 “sma1l[l”?
teachıngs of the Christian Bible 15 unknown an TIhe Christian churches ıIn Europe ind themselvesin which there 15 ften hostility ItSs moral DIC- ın all Gra where bigger 18 thought be better;As cultural crıtic John ()’Sullivan astutely accordingly, the small local church ften 15 St1S-observed ın FGGENL lecture, matised ın modern estern culture. British pastOor

pOost-  rıstian SOCI1eLYy 15 NOLT merely SOCI1eLYy an author John Benton insıghtfully wrıtes,
1ın which agnOst1cısm Or atheıism 15 the prevaıl- We live in SOCI1eLY that worships ar the shrine
Ing fundamental belief. It 15 SOCIeEtLYy rooted 1n of S1Ze. We DUYy Ur tood Ar “supermarkets’the history, cCulture, and practices ofChristianity S “hyper-markets’. Monster’ MUSIC CVEHNIS
but ın which the relig10us beliefs of Christianity ATIC promoted for the yOUMNS ega sales ATC
AaVE een either rejected UL,. forgotten.“ advertised ıIn department STOreSs “Blockbuster’

Kenneth Mınogue has DUut It CVECN THOTE colour- MOVIES ADDCAaF at OUr cinemas. In the world’s
tully CVCS, ıf something 15 NOT big, IT Ees NOT deserve

In the VAaSTtT rambling mansıon of - cıvılıza- attention. It 15 NOT CAaS y be upbeat about
t1on, the cobwebbed gothic wıng contaimnıng church wiıth Just few iın the congregatiıon when
Ur rel1g10us imagınatıon 15 less frequented than lıve alongside such cultural bias.!!
previously, but IT certainly remaıns haunting Addıtionally, orth Ameri1ca’s relig10us
PreseNGe.; CXDPOTFTS Europe aVe eecn attıtudes assoclated

wıth the INCSa CHUrEH. that 1S, Protestant churchesven PDCISONS wıth VT of Christian influence
ave lıttle understanding of theır religion.“ In the wiıth VCTL thousand attendees.!* While other

nat1ons contaın churches of thousands of [NECIMN-Roman Catholic countrıes of Western Europe, for
example, those under SIXtY 4AVE lıttle do wiıth ers such 4S the world’s largest, Yoido Full Gospel

Church 1ın COu. South Korea, the INCSathe Roman Catholic Church other than AL the key
INOMECNTS of baptısm, wedding an funeral and church displays OSst of characteristics that C(FEATE

distinctive worship style an congregationalCVEn for these numbers AT decreasıng ? In hıs
torıcally Roman Catholic ike anders, for dynamiıc.: As prominent European church

plantıng wiıth churches ıIn thirty Cities STaALCS,example, CVCIMN the practice of these significant
E leadership 1Ga left Geneva an returnedrıtual markers 15 1ın decline ®© TIhe CONFLEXT of

post-Christendom I1Calls that the governmental the United States aln further insights
from churches In America that had een CADC-SUpPpOTFrT for Christian morals an standards, which

Was European Malnstay SINCE the time of the MeNCINS explosive growth Duriıng that per10d,
OUr thinking about the church developed, ulti-Roman Emperor Constantine in the early ourth

CCENTLUFY has ended / Ihe secularısation mately becoming what referred AN the
1gh-ımpact church !+of Europe Can perhaps est be ıIn the eCi-

S10N June 2004 adopt COoNnstitution for Whiıle the Varı0Ous INCSa church influences COHIC
the European Union which avo1ds ALLYy mention of from both Pentecostal/Charismatic and 11O11-

ink between Christianity an Europe.* In fact Pentecostal/ Charismatic gatherings, of these
virulent hostility Was expressed PODC church plants ave COINMON style of gathering
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1C 15 labour-intensive N ell AS visually and the apostles’ teaching 1VES the gathere believ-
aurally dynamıc. Accordingly, the xoal 15 STOW GE the abılıty “contend for the ftaıth that Was

1ın S17€ that thıs model Call be implemented. OLICC for all delivered the SA1Nts’. Jude 3- ESV)
hıs and other xoals related S1Z€ dIC clearly Second, the believers WEIC commiıitted the
advocated by the PropONCNLTSs of the INCSA church tellowship (koinön13). hıs TNCAll that theyv WCCIC

aM of the general arger church model > commıtted thıs distinctly identihable
While sOCIOlog1sts IMNaYy applaud the °relevance) 1C began OIl the Day Ör Pentecost A recorded

of suchx gatherings, 15 IT the x0al of the (0781 ıIn Acts 22'<! No commıtment the fellowship
and 111Calls 110 visıble COMMUNItY. No COIMNN-church according the New Testament SLOW

ın order Ht such model? Is the xoal of the YICA mıtment the fellowshıp also 1L11CAaNS 1O continual
church increase ın number ın order function SCHILGE of both NCCCSSaAL Y challenge an! mutual
according partiıcularly designed ut changing NCOUragEMEN (Heb 10:24-25):“
ultural pattern? IThe New Testament SCCIHIS Ihe mutual z the wriıter of Hebrews COIMMM-

the question of S1ZE€ neıither sociologically mends hıs readers SImply NOT be sustaıned
11OT programmatically. would rather that unless the believers of the (0781 Christian COM-
church that 15 true the New lestament needs MUNILty commıiıtted the tellowship, the
display effectively the four things whiıich the YrSt place of exhortation al ENCOUTASCIHNCHt25
ocal church WAaS devoted ın Act 2:42, al that It 1r the COMMUNItTY of believers W aSs cCOommıt-
needs aV functioning, ocal leadershiıp. ted the celebration of the Supper. Luke’s

Acts 329 records four thıngs which the OCa choice of wording, °the breakıng of bread’, Dar-church W ds devoted AS 1t gathered: the study of els the eXpression sed Dy Paul when he SaAaVCthe apostles’ teaching, the tellowshiıp, the cel instructions the local church 1ın Corinth (1 Cor
ebratıon of the Supper and prayer. As 10:16).? As former Dastor an church-planterJohannes Munck N 15 describes the John Armstrong wrıtes,
specılal characterıistics of the church The apostles,
WwItNesses the resurrectlion, demonstrate what | Believers | A en redeemed through the

them from the other Jews  I17 And, “Luke PreCIOUS OO0 of E: essiah, JeSus, yeL WC
ATC PIrÖNC forget hıs AaCT of sacrıfıce. Butemploys proskartereıin, ”hold fast ”  to STrESS the
OUr Lord understands perfectly well Ur weakCONtTINUOUS an persistent tenaCcıty of the discıples’,

thus setting the example tor those wh would be an thus made PrOovIs1oN for USs WE

agaln an agaın thıs table that WC do NOTL
pPart OT: thıs entity the Church 1n ItSs OCa forget... Almaost Christian, regardless ofmanıiıfestation. how they understand the Supper, dASICCS withClearly the newly ftormed COoMMUNItY W ds CON-
stituted OIl the basıs of apostolic teachn® . hıs thıs much Christ instituted IE, Al the New

Testament commands hıs followers celebrateteachiıng Was neıither be altered NOT discarded (1 it.“/Lım { ©:5): 1T Was an 1S A deposit be guarded
(A 1ım 6:20  - I1ım 1:14). Finally, the newly formed COMMUNITY of believ-

G1'S Wds devoted PTayel. Some TAW attentionThe teaching 1S the basıs of Christian doctrine, the definite artıcle In the TEXT :the prayers’ tals
Dbuilt the words Aan! deeds of Jesus himself,

hıs instruction of the apostles an those fol- proseuchaits) and conclude that these WEeEeIC cdefi-

lowers who would become hıs authenticated ıte DraVeCrSs uttered 1ın worship”, something which
Was Dart of the public aCt1VItYy of the local churchwitnesses *90 when IT gathered: Perhaps the believers rePCAaAL-

hıs doctrine 15 NOT en! ıIn itself, however, but edly prayed the psalms 4S they gathered because of
of preserving and fostering the relation- theır ‘“irm belief that the repetition of the psalms

shıp between the assembled congregatıon and nurtured dispositions that foster prayer '
Jesus Christ? gathering hıch 15 NOLT constituted hıs list of four O€Ss NOT lımıt what the ocal
ON Jesus COChrıst 4S attested by the apostles 15 O church C  d do when IT gathers, but 1T lays OUT four
church at all.+) TIThe result of PTODCI devotion things which IT MUSE do TIThe place of gathering,
the apostles’ teaching becomes evident ıIn the ıfe the style of meetings, an CVC1I) the frequency of
of the believers, namely, ‘love that 1SSUES from SOIIC of these practices Var Y throughout AANCES:

DULC heart and g0o0d conscience an incere this artıcle 15 NOLT argument for particular tra-
faıth? (1 I1ım ESV) Further, eIng devoted dition. do, however, understand the Bible SdYy
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® SMALL, STRUGGLING ('HURCHES FUROPE DIS IHEY AVE FUTURE?

that A functioning ocal church be able Why does local church struggle?
SuppoOort these four AT inımum In lıne wıth the I0 discover the [CASON why A local church 15 g-example of the believers after Pentecost. The WdY gling, Call ask three questilOns: What 15 the
ın which these four AICc accomplished cshould avo1d character of the local hurch? Whart 15 her setting?
the of rig1d traditionalism (whether A what 15 her shape?
ancıent OLr newly formed ON€) and of wholesale local church INAaY be characterised primar-
accommoOdatıiıon culture. Accordingly, if these ULy DYy OHC of three pıctures: the clubhouse, the
four ıtems from Acts Z ArCc evident, particular chameleon Or the petrol statı1on (fuelling point)
ocal church 1s NOL LOO small The clubhouse LypC 15 ocal church wıth
en the rst mi1ss1ioNaAarlıes WCIC UL Acts inward-looking perspective. Ihe gathering eXIStS

15).; theır DULDOSC Was preach the INCSSaHC of solely the needs of the PreSCNL attendees.
Adaptation ofher practices ()E outreach the SUIr-Jesus Christ and then ftorm local gatherings

from those who had responde the INCSSaASC. rounding COoMMuUuNnItYy the prımary language
inal Step In the forming of these local churches W as of the attendees 15 NOT consiıdered iımportant.

TIG heard the leader of ocal church thatthe appoıntment of recognised leadership Acts although the MUSIC In the church W as off-puttingSo iımportant WaSs the recognıtion of ocal
church leadership that the apostle Paul specifically VIS1tOTS, he W ds commıtted “serving the Salnts

already 1ın attendance)? an NOT changing ‘even f Itleft Lıtus behind OM Crete appomnt such ead-
I11Calls dwindle Or three people’; and,CIS Paul wrıtes that the task of church planting 15 indeed, this church has sharply dwindled AS Its

NO complete until this has een accomplished (Tit
1530 and IT 1$ the rsSt command he Q1VES Titus ıIn

attendees SOoL older.®> In another INnsStance, famıly
who brought VISITtOrS from lower ECONOMIC classhis letter.®! TIThe New lestament records both the al different culture Was told NOLT MNng them

responsibilities Acts 2017 28-31; DPet 5:1-4) along anıV TMOTC SINCE these WEIC NOT Our kind of
and the godly characteristics of these people Also, failure adapt the anguage of
OCa eaders (1 1im SL: /: Yl 1:5-9) In fact, the culture Into which migrant church 15 planted,
SOMNNC scholars posıt thıs eed ftor godly leadershıp VCrTr time CEGAFTES barrier those from the OStTt
A [Cason behind the memorable command COUNTT Y. It also disadvantages the children of the
ave the mınd of Christ 1n Philippilans Z letter orıginal miıgrants who WEIC Orn 1ın the Ost 11-
which begins Dy makıng istinction between the t1‘y 36 In ItfSs IN OST CXTTITEIME form, the clubhouse LYPC
recognised, ocal leadership än the ther believers Öf OCa church believes that pattern of MeEeE€ET-

Ing trom another and and/or another CCNLUrY 15In the ocal body.*°
The PIOÖCCSS by which leadership 1S be g- equivalent the bıblical mandate an thus SUlt-

nısed after the time of the apostles 15 NOT clearly able for all mMes an in places.
stated In the New JTestament, but the fact of The second LYPC of local church 15 ike chame-

leon. As the < thıs COoMMuUNItYy O€Ssrecognised leadership, their task and theır char-
IT ( A blend 1ın wıth ITS historical an culturalACFE qualities ATrC timeless an therefore applica-

ble wherever ocal body of believers 15 ftormed miılheu. Ihe latest trends an their Jargon AIC always
adopted that the AVCIASC attendee an CVCMN theAgain, 4S wıth the question of SIZE, thıs CSSaY’S speclalıst AL mes aVE trouble keeping UPpD wıthpresentation of the bıblical mandate for g-

nısed, local leadershıp 1S NOT advocatıng partıcu- the PDaCC of change. . In C  „ the continual
repackaging of the gospel INCSSaZC anı the formslar Lypc of leadership SELHCIUTE hat sald, posiıt of OC church gathering GrGAFE inherent insta-that the answer the est LypC of polity 1S found bility. In the CaSC, the INCSSAYC and methodsINn the New Testament ** of ocal church AICc simılar the surroundingHow SMa 15 LOO small> It ca body ofbeliev- world that lıttle difference Can be SCCHI; instead, the

GE CaNnNOtTt adequately SUppOrL the four practices church changes colour and blends in 3/ One of the
of Acts 2:42, IT 1$ LOO small, whether IT 15 newly INOST lauded models of ocal church AL the turn
planted has cshrunk In S17€. Addıtionally, ocal of the twenty-first CCENLUFV W ds>$ the seeker sensıitive
church 1S LOO small ıf IT CAaMAOT be led Dy g- approach sed an propagated Dy Wıllow FE
nısed, ocal leadership due ack of qualified Church iın Chicago. 'T hıs MO Was tudıiıed and
people. copled by ocal church eaders an theiır churches
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around the world After thirty VCAaLs however unusual growth OCCUFTS although speclal meth
ods aVEC been followedthe leadership of Wıllow TG Church 4S for

d Study, and the OUTCOMES of this research clearly For example ANGers experienced LiIME of
cshow the shortcomings of 1CS model The found revival Aat the ea of the twentieth CCNLUFY; all
In DastOor Bıill Hybels NOTES that he has helped evangelıcal church SEOUDS Flanders had sudden

CrG2I and Propagatce model of C church unexpected Srowt Whıle the specific form of
which 15 NOT sustainable because IF OCSs NOL ead gathering an the evangelistic techn1ıques varıcd

Maturıcy of taıth the attendees Less all of these Flemish STOUDS experienced Aall T1CX -

charitable CHHGS of this seeker SCNSILLIVE MOVvVeEMeENT plaıned an dramatic the number of
NOLT surprised AT the admıission Or of 1CS inher- evangelical and then subsequent local

CENLT instabılity the chameleon 1ıke Nnatfure of church plantıngs during per10d of about hiıfteen
the gathering Just 4S suddenly and dramatically, the RX

TIhe thırd LYPC of ocal church resembles plained Srowt. Came halt 1ocal churches
petrol STAatL1ON Ihe believers gather wıth COMMICT- 111 such CONTEXTS of revival hould be

the four lısted Acts wıth 11} growth both numerically an 111 faıth The
COINMMON struggle during the Flemish Uume ofthe result that they AL equıppe OUuUt NTIO

the marketplace make 1scC1ples 11 obedience revıval Was keep UD wıth the OppOFrTtUNINES
the command (Mat 20) hıs LYPC of share the evangelical INCSSdAHC and then shep-
local church has 4S ITS DILMAaL V target audiıence fol- herd those who had COMNNIC faıth!*! If local

church 15 NOT urıng d LimMe of revıvallowers of Jesus Christ In thıs COT the believers
ATC built UD the faıth because eaching them something 15 WIONS
observe all NC commanded VOU 15 Aat work The Ihe second S1TUAaLLiON 15 PCErSCECUNON Despite the

fact that Europe prides iıtself DOSL modern tolbelievers study the apostles doctrine ftor under-
CGCLTAaTieGe: SC ocal churches 0)8 indıyvıdual believstandıng and obedience they AdIc identihed wiıth

ocal body of belıevers an encouraged Dy the 1: CAPCILICNCEC PCErSCECUMNON because of changes
body wıth which they identify they WILENESS the governmental policies the ocal relig10us SCLUNG,

OL because of changıng neighbourhood e€MO-body an OO0 ofChrist SIVCI for them and they graphics which bring hostile people CT theoffer COrporate public Praycr Knowıng whart God
has revealed an understanding theır responsibility place of gathering 'Io aCCCPL AN! PraCuse

evangelıcal faıth INAaYy I11C AT the COST of Job lossthat revelatıon habıtually and publıclhy gather- loss of relatiıonshıps wıth family and riends and
1119 AS C(CA) manıfestation of the unıversal body of
Christ dAallı contemplatıng the PCISON aN! work loss of ıfe For example evangelical churches
of Christ an gathering ask blessing Serbia face inancıal sOocı1al an governmental

OppOSIUNON from the Serbian Orthodox Church 43
efforts live AS faıthful followers d WE 4S DIalS- British an German Muslims wh: CONVeErTt
119 hım for hıs DCISON an work form the fuel that
15 needed for believers OULT AW hıs WITENESSES Christianity Cal CXPECL OSTracısm beatings 0)48

Governmental PCITIMNISSION gather 0)48Of these three models of ocal church only the FCDAlLL OTLr UuSsSCcC DULrDOSC built facılity INAaYy belast ONC reflects the example of the New LTestament denied for example predominately uslımocal church an avo1ds the of looking
inward an sımply blending wıth OUTr surround-

Bosn1a aAMl Herzegoviına MEn LWECNLY YTSt CC

CUrYy Spanısh evangelicals AaVe lost theır place of
11e the aSt MO O€Ss NOLT ZUaAraNTLEE Al MeECUNGg d the result of overt governmental hostil

CaSY GCXISTENGE the TrSt ZUaAFaNLECC significant Sometimes the hostilıty Christianity V1O-
struggle due theır faulty ASSUMPUONS an xoals

TIhe character of ocal church alone 15 NOT
lent Aanı! public such AS AT CCcCHL Christian youth
estival 111 Germany More COMNMMON 111 Western

that should be consıdered her immediate S1CUA- Europe however the closıng of professionsalso 15 ımportan Ihree different those holding Al evangelıcal faıth who decline
should be noted the TrSt of IC 15 Uıme of ollow governmental mandates which SUuppOrtrevıval Revıval 15 defined GrP NOT 4S the employ- abortion OTr S4a|4MC - SCX INArTLASC,
MEeNT of unusual Or specılal ut rather the In such climate of PCrSECUUNON ocal churches
extraordinary degree f blessing, attending the either flourish fade OSe that CONLINUE and
normal IL11CanNs of grace’ It 15 what revıval schol- STaY numerically SMa INaYy do due ack of DA 2 ı-  D * S E a V e B e E E a
ars labe]l °the OUutpOUCNS of Od’s that large enough MECCLUNS place due the desire
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NOT attract hostile attention, CH: because of faıl- „ °God chooses be PrEesCNL ın the COIMMNMUN-
uUrec of ın the face of Nonetheless, 10N of the Saints. >> Oneness that 15 based UDOI the
those who continue gather, those wh continue work of the Holy Spirıt O€s NOT requıire

ave A public ocal WItNESS 4S tollowers of Jesus (1 Cor 121227 Eph 1-15) 1 requıre Sd1I11C-
Christ hould NOT be aulted for havıng gathering Ccs5 would be hold less-than-biblical Hasıs for
which 15 °tO0 small? t1m: PIOSICSSCS, European UNIty.
Christians MaYy ind that they eed reflect the Holy 15 based uUuDON the positional Or declared
eSSONS of church history and of the underground holiness of the beliıevers, 4S evidenced by their
house churches ın China 4S they consider whether title c  SsSaınts  I 1ın Ephesians LE AS ell AS5 practi-

gathering 15 LOO esmall.** cal outworking of N1Ss STAatTus ın Ephesians 4156
IThe 1r LYPC of sıtuatıon 15 “normal times)’. holy church 15 He which reCOgNISES the pOSI-

While the INCSSdAHC of the Gospel 1l WAays be AL tional holiness f the believers an Oc€s NOLT ad
odds wıith that of the WOT. ıIn historical PEISPCC- d legalistic framework of human expectations.
t1ve MOST estern natıons allow believers tairly Conversely, A holy church would NOL SIımply aCCCDL
significant level of treedom hıs has NOLT always posıtional holiness an ignore the practice 1E
been the Casc Since the formation of the Church ın should tollow posıtion. Positional holiness 15 NOT
Acts Al 110 1t 1S NOT the in INManıYy CACATSCE for unrighteous lıving because believers

should NOT tolerate sin.°Darts of the world Ihe West provıdes of
reedom that other local churches Can only dream Catholıc refers the unıversaliıty of all who
of. In thiıs normal CONTEXL, f ocal church Sr usS- AL ın Christ 1ın ine wıth Ephesians hıs
gles and remaıns small, but NOLT Dy design, OLNC depicts the Church of Christ AS neıither broader
should study the c  shape of thıs ©OCcC2 church NOr NarfTower than those who ATC part of the body

through the crosswork of Christ. Accordingly,
catholicity has cen associ1ated wıth COI faıthThe “shape’ of the local church SINCE ItfSs earliest 1ın the post-Apostolic age  58

Many thoughtful studıies er varıety of SOC1O- 'The Dutch theologian Herman Bavınck wrıtes,
logical and functional markers evaluate OCa “Christianity knows 110 boundarıes beyond those
Chufeches. but the DULDOSC f thıs 15 LNOTC IC God hımself has 1ın hıs x00d pleasure
ftundamental and indeed theological OTr biblical established; boundarıes of TACC Or dABYC, class,
evaluation. How Caln biblical-theological foun- 0)8 STaALUS, natiıonalıty, 0)8 [aneuase. ” ther, the
dation be a1ld uUuDON which such functional studies Church 15 composed of °*the countless multitudes
Can build? One WaY evaluate local church from wh AaVe een purchased Dy the blood of Christ
biblical perspective 18 uUuSsSsCc the four historical ftrom natıon and people and aGe. ” He also
marks of the Church: ONC, holy, catholic and dADOS- N!  D “CThe ocal church Can, however, legiti-
tolic Because definitions of these four marks aVe mately call ıtself catholic because IT attaches ıtself
differed wıdely throughout the AQCS C  enge the universal church .?®! Referring the beliefs
noted by theologians such A Berkouwer of the early Church an ın particular the writıngs
111 o1VvE Ssuccınct SCET of definitions which ATC ıIn of Ignatıus oft10C Vitaly BOrOovoy wrıtes, *FO
IC wiıith what free church SroupInNgs would be Christ’s discıple, hıs ftollower an hıs confessor
understand >! Before defining these how- MeCANE aLt the Sad1i1le time be “CatHOHCc . that 1S,
CVETrT, (IIE understand that these four histor1- be member of OMNC “athONCcC” unıversal church..?
cal marks of the Church cshould be reflected 1n Her He ZOCS ON tfo SaV INOTC generally, “ T hıs insepara-
ocal manıfestations because Ot the universal Dılıty of faıth ın Jesus Christ an membership of
Church (Eph 1:28) an the local church (1 COr N1S catholic Church 15 Oobvious that the

“Christian” an: “C4fNöohc” In the mınds of the122 ATC described d the body ÖT Christ)’.°* ‘A
Congregatiıon 15 the body of Christ 1n the particular IrSt Christians belonged each other AS ot
locale 1n 1C It gathers together. ” Alllıc belongs surname . ?°2

One refers the UNIty of the Church: d SCCI1 Apostolıc 15 practise an promulgate the
In the role of the Holy Spirıt wh. has made the doctrine of the apostles TIhe body of Christ, N1S
INanYy IIC (} Cor LZuES: Eph 22 4:4) Church, 1S built ON the foundation of the New
Corinthians 3:16 the plural you indicating Testament apostles an prophets (Eph 2:20)
that the Holy Spirıt dwells 1n the gathere body C church follow the teachings of the AD OS-
of believers.°* om  ato ON phesians 227 tles SInNCe the Church which the Lord promised he
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would build an! 1C the apostles established the New TLestament Church: they ack the family
15 OnNne unihled church?’? wıth one eternal rule of resemblance.‘”
faıth? . °* Tertullian noted: TIhe catholicıty of ocal church which refuses

We ATC NOT permitted herish anıV doctrine fellowship with other believers due differences
of Op1Inıon VCL PraGticE, tradıtion cultureafter OUTr OW. wıill, 11OT veLr make choice Öt.
makes mockery of the price pald tor person’sthat which another has introduced of his PM-

vate fancy. In the apostles POSSCSS OUur salvatıon. Conversely, lınk wıth the
authority; for they did NOT of themselves generally rel1g10uUs (9E those wh. preach differ-

EeNT gospel also makes mockery of the crossworkchoose introduce anythıng, but faıthfully of Christ Ihe New Testament 15 particularlydelivered the natıons the doctrine which they
received from Christ pointed ıIn ItSs rejection of anıYy “gospel’ which O€es

NOT CENES the crosswork of Christ (Gal _)1Given the sharp, public correction ÖOl the ADOS- the completed crosswork 15 of hirst iımportance’tle Peter by the apostle Paul when Peter veered ( Cor 15:3-8 Ihe Lord’s charge the disci-
towards Judaistıc egalısm (Gal 1-1 )7 the
reader understands that IT 1S NOL the pOSIt1ONS but ples ın Matthew T RA DE W das make discıples.

Disciples AlC believers wh: manıiıfest identity and
the teaching of the apostles uUuDON hıch the unl1- conformıity: identity through the publıc ACT of
versal Church and, 1n U, the ocal church A baptısm which marks the believer A follower of
built “The DCISONS mentioned ın [ EpR. | 2:20a
stand in thıs ( ASE for the Nnctions which they ful-

the Irıune God, an cCONformity ıIn observing ‘all
aVeE commanded youll® T.). MARINELLO ®  would build and which the apostles established  the New Testament Church; they lack the family  is ‘one unified church’ with ‘one eternal rule of  resemblance.”°  faith’.°* As Tertullian noted:  The catholicity of a local church which refuses  We are not permitted to cherish any doctrine  fellowship with other believers due to differences  of opinion over practice, tradition or culture  after our own will, nor yet to make choice of  makes a mockery of the price paid for a person’s  that which another has introduced of his pri-  vate fancy. In the Lord’s apostles we possess our  salvation. Conversely, to link arms with all the  authority; for even they did not of themselves  generally religious or those who preach a differ-  ent gospel also makes a mockery of the crosswork  choose to introduce anything, but faithfully  of Christ. The New Testament is particularly  delivered to the nations the doctrine which they  received from Christ...°  pointed in its rejection of any ‘gospel’ which does  not centre on the crosswork of Christ (Gal 1:6-9);  Given the sharp, public correction of the apos-  the completed crosswork is of “first importance’  tle Peter by the apostle Paul wben Feter veered  (1 Cor 15:3:8). The Lord’s charge to-the disei-  towards a Judaistic legalism (Gal 2:11-14), the  reader understands that it is not the positions but  ples in Matthew 28:18-20 was to make disciples.  Disciples are believers who manifest identity and  the teaching of the apostles upon which the uni-  conformity: identity through the public act of  versal Church and, in turn, the local church are  baptism which marks the believer as a follower of  bult. “Ihe persons mentioned in [Eph.] 2:20a  stand in this case for the functions which they ful-  the Triune God, and conformity in observing “all I  have commanded you’.  fill ... The proclamation, witness, and confession  To ignore the Scripture’s teaching on the nature  for which they stand — this is the foundation of the  of the local church as evidenced in the marks of  Chucrch. ®  one, holy, catholic and apostolic is to guarantee  Why are this biblical standard and model impor-  that a local church will struggle. These timeless,  tant when evaluating a local church? Because to  biblical marks provide the parameters of unity,  violate this biblical standard is to guarantee that  standing, conduct, universality and teaching.  E  a local church will struggle significantly. Unity  which is based upon sociological markers, for  example, is unity which fades as the culture or  5. Conclusion  the fashion changes. Further, the gathered people  So. does the small, struggling local church in  will find it dificult to seek the mind of the Lord  Europe: have a future? If ıt is large enough to  in various matters if they have not been unified  observe effectively the four things to which the  into one body by the baptism of the Holy Spirit  first local church was devoted in Acts 2:42; if it has  which happens at the time of one’s justification  recognised, local leadership; if it accurately mani-  (1 Cor 12:13).” °T'he baptısm in the Spirit which  fests the four marks of the Church, then a local  the risen Lord then effects incorporates [believers]  church is large enough. If during ‘normal’ times  into one body.”®  or a time of revival, a local church struggles due  Legalism which masquerades as holiness builds  to its inward-focused or chameleon-like nature,  a local body which is a pale imitation of the biblical  or if it struggles because it does not display the  model and the freedom that believers have once  four biblical marks of the Church, then this small  they are in Christ. Believers are neither under the  church needs radical, biblical change.  Law nor under an extra-biblical set of strictures  What should be the attitude of those who are  (Rom 10:5; Gal 3:1-3; Col 2:20-23).° While holi-  committed :to ‚and minister. ın small ‚churches  ness is not legalism, neither is it unbridled license  which are faithful to Acts 2:42 and the four bibli-  (Eph 5:1-21). Persons who are in Christ should  cal marks of the Church? In a time when the cul-  act according to their new family relationship.  ture says that only the large will do, one needs to  Since the local church is primarily a gathering of  remember that the Lord who said ‘I will build my  those in Christ, the family resemblance should be  Church’ is the same God who used little Israel to  evident. The necessity of this family resemblance  display his glory before mighty Egypt, and who  becomes apparent in churches whose numbers are  used but one hundred twenty frightened believers  dwindling as they imitate the morals and values of  to set the world alight with his Gospel. ‘God is the  the surrounding culture rather than those of the  God who derives most glory from situations that  Bible, or have become a legalistic caricature of  other people have written off. The depth of the  156 ° ET 23:2Ihe proclamatıon, wıtness, an confession 4O ignore the Scripture’s teaching ( the NAatıre

for which thev stand thiıs 15 the ftoundatıon of the of the local church 4S evidenced in the marks of
Church.?®°® ONC, holy, catholic 314 apostolic 15

Why AdIC thıs biblical standard and mMO IMpoTr- that local church ll struggle. ese tiımeless,
Tant when evaluatıng O2 church? Because biblical marks provide the arameters öf UNItYy,violate thıs biblical standard 1S ZUArFaNLEC that standıng, conduct, unıversalıty A teaching.OC2 hurch ll struggle significantly. Unıity
which 1S 4S6 UuDOLN sociological markers, for
example, 15 Uunıty which €es 4S the culture OLr Conclusion
the tashiıon changes. Further, the gathered people So O€Ss the small, struggling local church ın
ll ind It difhcult seeck the mınd of the Lord Kurope A future? If It 1S large enough
ın Varl0Ous AT if they ave NOLT een unılled observe effectively the four thıngs which the
Into ONC body by the baptısm of the Holy Spirıt YST local church Wäds> devoted ın Acts 2:42  - ıf it has
which happens AT the time of nNe s  D Justification recognised, local leadership; if 1T accurately manı-
(1 ( or 12:13): “T'he baptısm ıIn the parıa fests the ftour marks of the CHhurch:; then ocal
the riısen Lord then ffects INnCorporates ı believers | church 15 arge enough. * durıng °‘normal’ times
Into OC body.”°® OTr time of revival, local church struggles due

Legalısm which masquerades dS holiness builds ItSs inward-focused OLr chameleon-lıke NaCtUrCe,
ocal body which 15 pale imıtatıon of the bıblical Or if IT struggles because It OC€Ss NOLT display the

model and the freedom that believers AVE CC four biblical marks of the Church, then thıs small
they AIC 1ın YISt Beliıevers AIC neıther under the church needs radıcal, bıblical change.
] aw L1LOT under aln extra-biblical SET1 of strictures What should be the attıtude of those who AL
(Rom 10:5:;: Gal S15 COCol 0:23).7 ıle holi- commıtted a13 miıinıster in SMa churches

1S NOL legalısm, neıither 15 It unbridled license which ATC faiıthful Acts DD an the four bıblı
(Eph 5:1-21 Persons who AT 1ın Christ should cal marks of the Church>» In time when the cul
ACGT according their 1W family relationship. SayS that only the large 11 do, OLLC needs
Since the ocal church 1S primarıly gathering of remember that the Lord who sa1d “} 1l buılld
those ıIn Christ, the famıly resemblance hould be Church? 1S the Sallıc God who sed hlıttle Israel
evıident. The NECESSILY of thıs famıly resemblance display hıs g10OrYy before mighty ESVDt, and who
becomes apparCcht 1n churches whose numbers AL used but ( hundred LWENLY frıghtened believers
dwindliıng 4S they imıtate the morals and values of SCT the world alıght wıth hıs Gospel. °God 15 the
the surroundıng culture rather than those of the God wh. derives MOST glory from Ssituations that
Bible, 0)8 aVeE become A legalistic carıcature of other people aVe wriıtten Off. TIhe depth of the
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