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James Through the Centurıies from ancıent times OUTr OWIN days
Ihe present volume fulfils the a1mM of the serles:Wiıley aC)| Oommentarıes

David Gowler Prescnt the influence of the lıterature, art,
MUSIC and OIMN OCCASION VCIN ılm, whıle also DIC-

Chichester, ıley Blackwell, 2014; X 34() DD, senting patrıstic, rabbinic, medieval and modern inter-
hb \  5 e-boo / <60.99, SBN pretations. It includes forty-four 2aAC an whıiıte plates,

07821405 1-52  O maınly ()I1 how James 15 portraye OIM frescOSs, 1ICONS and

UMMARY paıntings.
In etaıle Introduction the 1MmMs of the COMNMMNECIN-

Wrıtten from the pomt of 1EW of reception history, David Car y ATC SCT Out an the key interpreters, whose ıdeas
Gowler’s commentary collects ManYy examples of interpre- frequently reported, ATIC introduced ın hıstorical order.
atıons of the Epistle of James from the early periods of These include from earher times: John Chrysostom,church history the present day. This cCcommentary ulfils Augustine, Bede the Venerable, Luther nd vın an
the aım of the whole serlies well present Varlous inter- from the TECENt centurlies: Kierkegaard, Freder-
pretations of the Bible wel|l the influence of the ıble ick ouglass, Charles Deems, Joseph Mayor and

literature, MUSIC, and OCCasıon Vel] film, Elsa Tamez. In the COUTSC of commenting OIl the indı1-
and thus Invıte present day readers SPEEe themselves In vidual per1COopes, I1 INOITIC authors ATrC referred In
the Ine of long history of responses’ this biblical book the introduction, Gowler ArgUCS (following the VIEWS
RESUME of Mikhaıil Bakhtin) that Our interpretations A

incomplete wıthout 1alogıic FCSPONSC the FCSDONSCSans commentaıre, aVI Gowler s’Interesse ’histoire
de Ia reception de ’epitre de acques et recueille de 1ONMN- of those interpreters who have precede: us (4-5) The
Hreux exemples d’interpretation de celte lettre, depuis 1a interpretations of the Dast ATC lıke ‘polyphony’ ın MUSIC,

and polyphony Can be SCCI1 Al Y environment devotederiode de l’Eglise anciıenne JUSqu 'a 1105 Jours. atteınt
Hien ’objectif IXEe DOUT ceite serıe presenter diverses the idea that all VO1ICES often contesting VO1ICES LCD-

resenting varıety of ideological pOSItLONS recelve Ainterpretations de Ia Bible el considerer SOM influence
faır and equal hearıng (4) Gowler Iso discusses theSUT I9 litterature, Ia peinture, 1a mMusIque et, Ooccasionnel-

lement, E cinema. es Un  MD facon d’inviter les ecteurs maın VIEWS ON the identity of James, the author of the
epistle, briefly presenting the about hım ın thed’aujourd’hui considerer appartenant Un

longue histoire des reponses cel Acrit iblique. New JTestament, osephus, Eusebius, the Nag Hammadı
wrıtıngs and the New Lestament pocryphaZUSAMMENFASSUNG The ‘Biographies’ section AL the en of the book lısts

David Gowlers Kommentar, der VOoO  —_- der Perspektive der 905 authors whose iıdeas AIC referred quoted ın the
Rezeptionsgeschichte AUs geschrieben wurde, tragt viele OMMECNTAT Y. These short biographical NOTES nclude
Beispiele für die Auslegung des Jakobusbriefes VOI] der scholars, preachers and artısts from different centurıies
frühen Phase der Kirchengeschichte HIS heute ıIn alphabetical order, IT’homas Aquinas, Ferdinand
Dieser Kommentar erfüllt auf lIohnende Weilse die Zielset- Christian Baur, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, John Bunyan,
ZUNgS der Reihe, nämlich verschiedene Bibelaus- coffrey Chaucer, elister Eckhart, Jerome, Lewı1s,
legungen prasentieren SOWIE den INTIUSS der ibel auf Origen nd Charles Spurgeon.
Literatur, Kunst, Musik und gelegentlich O8 auf die IThe OommeNnNtar has vVCLY clear STITUCLUrEeE It QUOLCSFilmwelt nachzuweisen. S50 werden die eser VON heute and discusses IfSs I1EGES under the SAamlılc eadiıngs ın each
dazu aufgefordert, sich selbst In die lange Geschichte VOTN er1cCope: “Ancıent lıterary context’ anı “CIhe interpreta-‚Antworten‘ auf dieses biblische Buch einzureihen. t10nNs’. The latter 15 sSu.  1V1de: ın sect10ns: “Ancıient

%* and medieval’? and ‘Early modern and modern). The
ancıent lıterary includes the ı  ıL of theThe serl1es of ıley Blackwell Commentarıes intends

both Testaments from the point OT VIECW ofP- per1Cope, Its maın themes, Itfs key TeEC words (1n NSs-
tion history. Oout 13 volumes AIC already In print, lıteration) and Its relatıon the ne1ighbouring per1Ccopes
IC discuss each er1Cope of the biblical O00 In the an the Ole of the epistle. In thıs sect1on, SOMNC
order of the book althoug the IMm do NOLT COV! modern OMMENLALOFS AI referred C althoug ın the
each SEHNTENCE ıIn the TEXTE Davıd Gowler, who olds the whole of the OMMECNTLACY modern OmMMENLALOFS do
Chair of elig1ion Al Oxford College, Emory Unıiversıity, NOT play maJor role
UÜSA: provıdes an ImMpressive SUMMAALY of the history of In discussing the interpretations, Gowler often PIC-

the ın detaıl ın order nable readersreception Oft Epistle of James, gathering wıde NS
of Iinterpretations of thıs epistle “through the centurles’, make UD theır OWIN minds; he OCSs NOT attempt
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favour particular author. Ihe VIEWS collected from the »  O themselves In the Iıne of tradıtion, yeL they have
long reception history AIC NOT evaluated, only presented decıide for themselves what the epistle an them
ın faır, descriptive WAdY. Gowler Often summarıses the and what WdY of lıfe 1S called for by James.
SOUTCCS, wıth cshort quotations wıthin hıs SCHNTENCES,
but he also often QUOLCS the Aat length He alms Peter Balla, Budapest

show how the Varlous authors understood the T[EXT
of James how they used sCcNTLENCES from the epistle Al

AargumenNts SUuppOTrtTt 16 W they WCCEIC promoting, Bewährung ın Anfechtung: Der Jakobusbrief
Aargum«eNts 1ın their disputes wıth others. und der Erste Petrusbrief als chrıstlıche

IThe COMMECNLaAr has nıne sect10ons wiıth titles, and ıIn Diıaspora-Briefeeach secti1on Gowler discusses several per1COpes wiıth-
Out further ıtles) Thus the Uirst mMaJor section of the Thorsten Klein
epistles 15 LK: entitled *JI nials, Endurance, 1sdom, Tübingen, Basel Francke, 201 18 496 DD, pb,
and the Exalted Poor an the periCopes in thıs section /8,; ISBN 978-3-77.20:842405:-8
ATC- 1:5-8; 1:90:114 In the first per1Ccope he ZUSAMMENFASSUNGDOINtS the fact that the etter’s opening words ind1-
rectly ASSUC authority (63) TIhe author of the letter [ ıe Doktorarbeit VOI] Thorsten Klein untersucht den ako-

usbrıe und Petrusbrief als Briefe, die die | eser Indoes NOT fee] d ee:| Cları IC “James’ he 15 (64)
In this sect1on Gowler emphasıises thesis 1C 15 dem- der Diaspora geschrieben wurden. Klein ührt das Konzept

der ULiaspora eın und stellt dann auch einıge der jüdischenOnstrated throughout the OMMCNLATY, namely, that
although Jesus’ AT 1$ only mentioned ın James 1:1 RBriefe Ine L eserschaft In der Diaspora VOTVT. Fr Ist der
nd EL, “echoes of Jesus’ words and teachings Meınung, dass der Jakobus- und Petrusbrief diesen Briefen
the letter’ (64) Gowler Iso pomnts the f In vielerle| Hinsicht ähneln. DITZ Studie richtet das Augen-
the iıdea of JOVY ıIn A erb form and ‚101 Oorm Oone merk auf die Versuchungen, welchen die Leser ausgesetzt

sind, und konzentriert sich darauf, wWIıe die Autoren denf INanYy such word-linkages ın James’ (64)
Gowler mentions INManY VIEWS about the CIrSON ÖT Lesern helfen, mıit ihren schwierigen Situationen zurecht-

James from the “ancıent and medieval’? interpreters, zukommen. Klein zeigt E auf, wıe diese Strategien
d well the WdY the book became part of the CAaNON auch heute noch relevant sind
In dıifferent reg10NS; he refers, Eusebius, Cyril SUMMARYof Jerusalem an Jerome. He also S1VES examples by
IN1NCAanNns of long quotatıons nd theır discussion of how Thorsten Klein’s doctoral| dissertation Investigates the epIS-

tles of ames and Peter letters wriıtten readers Inthe Venerable Bede an later Jan Hus applıed the first
NVGTIDdDES of James trials and persecutions of Christians the Diaspora. Klein introduces the concept of Diaspora
iın theır OWN days and then SOTMTIe of the Jewish letters t[O readers In the 1AS-

DOTA He In that ames and eifer resemble these lettersGowler the VIEWS of Luther wıth the help
of extensive quotations, showing how Luther did NOT In IManYy respeclts. The SLUCY DaVYS attention 18 the tempta-

tion aCce DY the readers and focuses how the authorsregard It w the wrıiting of an apostle’ (69) He then
QUOTLCS Calvın’s different Op1N10N: I ALl fully CONTLENT help them CODE with their IIICU sıtuations; Klein Iso

ACCCDL thıs epistle, when find It contaıns nothing cshows how these strategies dIe Sall relevant Oday.
unworthy of apostle of Ohrist”? (72) ccording RESUMEGalvın, the author of the epistle Was either James, the ans celte these de doctorat, Thorsten Klein etudiebrother of Christ (the MaJOorıty VIEW In anclent tiımes),

James the SO  —_ of Alphaeus (72) Gowler also shows ’epitres de aCcques et Ia premilere de Plerre tant JuUuE
how In the works of Isa l1amez A PrOpONCNLT of Latın lettres adressees des lecteurs dans Ia diaspora. defi-

nıt Ia notion de laspora et considere quelques lettresAmerican lıberation theology, born In 950 “"patıence’
In James 15 NOT used 1n A passıve submissive Way Julves adressees des ecteurs de Ia laspora. LrOUVeEe de

nombreuses ressemblances entre celles-ci el les (Dy  p  .  tres de(Z8) LIame7z USCS the term “‘milıtant patıence’ cshow
that In James patiıence “arıses from the 006 of OPPICS- aCques et de Pıerre. s’Interesse AUX tentations TeNCONMN-

trees Dar les lecteurs et I9 facon dont les auteurs les aidentS1ON; It 15 Al active, working patıence’ (79)
The COMMCNLACYV concludes wıth bıbliographical ata Vivre dans CS sıtuations difficiles MonTtre AaUSss! YUE Ces

nd indexes of 11alnecs an subjects. Thıs 15 valuable strategies SONT EeNCOTE pertinentes ’epoque actuelle.
> .q  > .qcollection f SOUTCECS show how the Epistle of James

W d$S understood and used In Varlous times and NINPE Die Adressierung der Empfänger als In der „Diaspora”t10NS. Its IManYy quotations INAaYy be used, for example, In 1ın akobus E1 und Petrus eröffnet einen Kom-
study STOUDS and ıllustrations In 11Ss plex A Problemstellungen, denen sich die vorliegende

COMMECNLTALY complements the “usual’ verse-by-verse Studie wıdmet. S1e geht zurück auf eiıne oktoraldisser-
commentarıes, 1C evaluate VIEWS In the ight of the tatıon VO  > 2009 der Unıwversität Le1ipzig (Betreuungauthor’s OQOW CXCESIS. The PFECSCHNL book elps readers Herzer) Einführend emerkt Klein:
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