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Editorial: Ome Thoughts the Recurring
COrises iın the Contemporary World

DPıerre Berthoud

Christoph Stenschke’s thought-provoking edito- ()amus ZOCS OIM Sa V that the sılence of the
ral ON Or War One ın the PreviOuUs 1SSsue of unıverse ‘betokens the evıls of W of DOVECTITLY,
thıs ournal brought mınd further questi1ons and of the suffering of the innocent.’ hiıs leaves
wıth regards the CONTLTEMPOFALCY In the hım with only IC alternatıve: °to COMMIT ©111-
twentieth and early twenty-frst centurıes aVC cıde, intellectual 0)4 physıca sulcıde, CII embrace
wıitnessed maJor ECONOMIC CrIISES, world WAarTrs Nıhıilism and SUFrVIVINS ıIn world wıthout
and the rse an fall of murderous iıdeologies, MmMeanine . He chose the latter. What 15 interesting,
NOT mention genOCcIdes AdS5 ell d extensive pCI- though, 15 hıs continued search for meanıng
secution Of Christians. the point of considering Christianity 4S DOSSI-

ble answer.® Such plight shows profound insight,Analysts aAVE offered dıfferent explanations
ACCOUNT for such dramatıc EVENTS conflicts and for Camus understood that the Ad11SWCI Q1VvE

the ultiımate question of human exIistence has draCYISsES related the monotheistic religi10ns, the
CIlas of Civilizations, racıal and SOCIO-CECONOMIC matıc CONSCYUCNCCS 0)8! the WdY AGT In the CIty!

In A artıcle dealıng wıth the twentieth-cen-ideologies, inadequate educatıiıonal an polıtical
SYSLTCMS.... No doubt 11C ( A ind SOTNNC truth LUr Y ‘European problem  ’ George Weigel ArgucCcS
each NC of these analyses, but they COMNC rather convincingly that ItSs ZOo back the
short of the central 1SSUES AT hand nıneteenth CCHLU Y; and the drama of atheistic

In fact. the CONLTCEMPOFALCY CIISsSES AL primarıly humanısm ATl the related triuumph of secularıza-
t1on ın Western Europe’.‘ eigel refers primarılyinked the fundamental questiOons of OUur EXIST-

CIHCC, both indıvıidual an COommunıty-WIse. [Iwo Alexander Solzhenitsyn an Henrı de Lubac
The ftormer SAa  z ın the Great War (1914-1918)CONLEMPOFarY authors aVve expressed thıs fact ın

CGEIN INnterview elated the inancıal CY1ISIS: “*the beginning of civiılızational CYISIS, 1n Europe,
and perhaps especlally In estern Europe, whoseEvery inancıal CT1SIS 15 ın certaın WaY, effects AIC much wiıth N today’. Solzhenitsyn relatescultural, rel1g10us CYISIS, CY1SIS Ol Civilızatıon, of

faıth Wırth this Ppresecnt CYSIS, 1T 15 whole SCT of the Oor1g1ın of thıs CYT1SIS °“the failıngs of human
CONSCIOUSNESS, eprive Of ItSs divine dimens1i0n).values which has collapsed.’ hıs 15 whart appens In other words, *the eaders of Europe lost C -when has become Al end 1n tself, instead of Supreme Power above them)?.> De Lubacof ıt being means.’ Excess hubrıs for the Greeks)

1s al the GT of thıs CYISIS. One SCC IT ın the consıders the mid-twentieth-century tyrannıes 4S

“EXpress1iOons of Aall atheistic humanısm that tookdisorders pertamnıng Nature (the climate change ItSs CUCS from nıneteenth-century phılosophersand blodiversity crises), in the evelopment Or such 4S COmte: Feuerbach, Marx and Nıetzsche ©socı1al INJUStICES and In the divisıon between virtual Thus, according de Lubac, the horror Ör theseand real eECONOMY.‘ tyrannıes resulted In the combination of ‘“atheisticAlbert Camus, the famous French novelist, humanısm and modern technology”. But, beyondexpressed siımılar thoughts when he Sald: the nıneteenth CCNLUrY OLLC chould also consıder
We human beings ave been thrust Into C XISt- the impact rationalısm and humanısm of the

wıth neıther knowledge of OUur or1ıgın 11OT Enliıghtenment the CONTLCEMPOFALCY ultural clı-
help for the future We AaMNC questiOns about mate!
Our meanıng and PUrDOSC that the unıverse In fact, thıs 1S what the French phılosopher, LC
CaNnNOT aNSWEeT. In word Er veLYyY exIistence 15 errYy, OC€Ss ıIn GCGCHT mMOnograph which relates
absurd. the debate he had wiıth Cardınal Gianfranco
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Ravası. Though AWATC of the significant COIN- Dierre Berthoud 15 Professor Emeritus of the
trıbution of Chrıistianıty the development öf Faculte jJean GCalvın In Aıix-en-Provence AT
Western C1vilızation, erry nevertheless Arg UuCS chaır of the Fellowship of European Evangelıical
forcefully ın favour of purely horizontal PDECISDCC- Theologians
t1ve of the world and human exIistence. Since the
Enlightenment and especlally Nıetzsche in the
nıneteenth CNTUFrY, the idea ofa transcendent God Endnotes
15 ırrelevant wıth regards tTtiers pertainıng E} IGV Magazıne, June Z 2009 For evel-
the CItYy. hus 101711115 and Cıvıl values 110 longer OPMCNL of thıs analysıs, Cf. Vıveret, Pourquo1
rooted wıthın A theologica setting AL characteri1s- cela NE DA PAS plus mal (Parıs: Fayard, 2006 and
T1C of the “democratic space’ In OUur CONLCMPOFALr V Montaud, Bente soO1t Ia CV1SE de POccıident. Une
WOTF. Such 1S the heritage that the Enlightenment analyse spırıtnelle de Ia CVI1LSE (Caudecoste: Edıt’As,

Patrıck Vıveret 15 “conseıiıller referendaire”? Aland the French Revolution aVe passed ON UusS,
°the end of political theology the CO0UYV des Comptes and has been the editor of the

'Thıs that °*the human eing 15 the H- magazıne Transversales SCLENCES ET culture; Bernard
Oontaud 15 body psychoanalyst nd advocatesMate Jawgıver’ and that It constitutes the VeLY

“essence of secularısm (laicıte). hıs 1S tIrue for lay spiırıtuality grounde In ordınary lıfe
both law and ethics. erry ZOCS ON that Howard Mumma, Albert Camus an the Miınaster

(Brewster Paraclete Press, 2000 13°*the CINCTISCHCC of the maJor secular ethical SYVS- Thıs 15 ell documented In Mumma, Albert Camus,tems 4S from the th Century onwards predicts who relates the conversatıons he had wıth amus Inthe end of Al Ethics rooted ın theology’ and he Parıs OVCI A peri10d ofconcludes hıs thoughts AS follows “We believe WC George eigel, “Europe’s Problem nd OQurs’ ON
Cdll an AIC able nandle the question of public www.firstthings.com /article /2004/02 /europes-ıfe and take the right decisions regardıng It by problemmdashand-ours, 10 | accessed 12-2014|.ourselves wıithout receIVINS orders from above . eıgel offers catholı1c perspective influenced byIhe above examples emınd us that, AS the excellent writings of Christopher Dawson.
AIC confronted wıth the CONLCMPOFAFrV CrISES, Solzhenitsyn, R Have Forgotten God’ The
need consıder theır Wıthout denyıng JTempleton Address, 1985,; quoted by Weigel,
the importance of dealıng wıth their ‘Europe’s Problem
ENT political, ECONOMIC, sOoc1al and educatıonal eigel, ’Europe’s Problem/’, E: Henriı de Lubac,
aASPCCLIS, IT 1S crucı1al take Into consıderation the SJn Le drame de Phumanısme ath  EE (Parıs Spes,
WOT. al ife VIEWS and historical that Aave 1945), which remaıns VCLIY helpful In understand-
brought about such drama an disaster wıthın the Ing the contemporary SCC  ı from theologica DCI-
public We need examıne the phılosophi- spective.

IC Ferry nd Gilanfranco Ravası, Le cardınal EL Iecal ONSINS of the tragedies aV wıitnessed 1ın
OUr miıdst. As Christians need CR an phılosophe (Parıs Plon, 97/-98

In 2009 had the privilege of partıcıpatıng ıIndevelop theologically iınftormed understandıng
CONSTCSS In Aıx-en-Provence organısed by theof hIistory. Such al alternatıve secular human-

1Sm implıes unıted hield of knowledge and high Research Centre In Economıiıc Ethics ( University
Paul Cezanne). TIhe theme W dS On’est-ce gu unNneVIEW of the 1ıumMan eing created In the image of SOCLELE Juste? (What 15 Just Soctety®). took DartGod It 15 both credıble and relevant N IT offers

the ll picture of the creature’s plight an of In pane d1iscussıion ON “Les relıg10ns eit Ia JuS-
t1CcCe nd read entitled “Les relıg10ns el Ia

SCHCIOUS work of redemption and reSTOra- justice U1 regard protestant reforme) which Was
on It 1s 110 doubt revolutionary, but IT carrıes the published In the conference proceedings: On’est-cehope of genulne renewal and reformation wıthın gu ’une SOCLELE Juste (Aıx-en-Provence: Presses
the human COoMMUnNItTY. In fact Christianity, both Unıhnversitaires d’Aıx-Marseıille, 2010 138-154 In
Catholiciısm and Protestantism, has rich heritage thıs artıcle further develop SOMINC aASPCCLS of the
wiıithin thıs neld, the EeSst of which draws abun- significant contribution Reformation these
dantly from the Scriptures, both Old an New vıtal questl1ons. non-published Englısh translatıon
Testaments ® 15 avaılable
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