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Kneel Before the Father and Pray for You
(Ephesians 14)

Date and Significance of Ephesians, art
Rüdıger Fuchs

SUMMARY
Dart (EJL5 expande the dating Droposa for Ephe-

This three-part article argues that during the COUTSE of his SIans ith reference the Epistle’s character. Part
ministry, Paul  T  S inking chows much development, and 110 discusses agalnst the authenticity of the
that Ephesians should be seel representative PEXarnn- er the Ephesians, partiy In lalogue ith Michae|l
ple of hıs ature theology. The first Dart IC appeare eo0 Paul  /  S eschatology, cosmology and ecclesiol-
In EJT Z3T) discussed the dates of the letters of Paul and OSY wel| his VIEW of marriage COMeEe ıınder reVIEW.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG
und Teil EL 232 die Datierungsvorschläge für

| )ieser dreiteilige Artikel vertritt das Argument, dass den Epheserbrief fort mMiıt VerweIls auf den Charakter der
sich das Denken VOT Paulus während seınes Jjenstes Epistel. ell setzt sich U  zD mMiıt den Argumenten
beträchtlich welter entwickelt hat und dass der die Authentizität des Epheserbriefes auseinander, und
Epheserbrief als eın repräsentatives Beispie! seIner dies teils Im Dialog mıt Michaeleo]werden
gereiften Theologie anzusehen ISst. [Der Teil erschie- Eschatologie, Kosmologie und Ekklesiologie VOT] Paulus
MeTr) In ET 23.1) erorterte die Datierung der Paulusbriefe, ebenso wWIE seINE IC!| der FEhe ıntersucht.

f  f

RESUME Z35Z) alaborait Ia jJustification de I9 date Droposee DOUT
Ephesiens ondant SUuTrT E Caractere de cCelte (Dy  p  A  tre

ans cCel article troIs Darties, ”auteur sSsOoOutien UE 19 ans celte troisiıeme Dartie, /’auteur examıne des argUu-
Densee de Pau| developpement important MentTts qu! ont ete opposes Ia th  EsEe  . de ’authenticite

de SO ministere, el JUuE ’epitre AUX Ephesiens doit de celite Oa  tre,  Z  epi notammen eUuX de Michae!l eobhal
etre consideree exemple representatif de pren consideration ’eschatologie, 1a cosmologie
theologie Ia plus mürie. E premiere Dartıe (GJET 2301 Iraı- el ’ecclesiologie de ’apötre, alnsı JuUuE conception du
taıt de Ia date des lettres Dauliniennes el 1a seconde JET marlage.

Introduction 4:12), thus eing “present In spirıt’” (1 Cor 5:3)
Intensive teaching took place ın the Pauline New experlences, questions from the COMMUNI-
churches. clearly defined doctrinal tradıtion t1es, relig10us cCONversat1ons wıth non-Christlans,
Was passed AN) paradosıs. hıs SAalmllec Haradosıs debates wıth OPPONCNLIS 4l the wrıiting of etters
Paul taught In word an deed d MO for hıs all led developments 1n Paull’s teaching. How
pupils.‘ According the Oopınıon of hıs time (e.2 far could Paul In changing hıs VIEWS?

10:16):; Paul could also teach rough hıs Michael Theobald, representative of the CXC-

workers Or CVE 1ın them (1 Cor 16:10- getiCc mainstream, reads Ephesians AS pseudon-
L1  D c$ €eESss 3:1-10, Phıil 2° 17 4 COol 1 attempt ‘update’ the Pauline theology.“
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According Theobald, Ephesıians Was CONtINU- yptic teachings (Phil 1 1 2.:46, cf. 4:9) But In
atıon partıcularly of Colossians. Ompare Thessalonians an Corinthians he has teach
Colossians, the author of Ephesians brings beginners, “infants In Christ? (1 ESss S: 10:; Cor
Pauline termınology and thoughts INnto N1IS cırcular 3: 1 )5 and thus he includes INOTrC detaıils ofhiıs escha-
letter. hıs V1IECW (AMHES close that of scholars tology ( e 4') Cior 15) Gwho for the authenticity of Ephesians. They cshow us all early form of hıs eschatology: God the
believe that Ephesians 15 further development Father enthroned Jesus Christ AS5 hıs ‘“on (a titleof Pauline theology, wriıitten DYy Paul himself.® for the kıng of the Jews ıIn the Old Testament)Proponents of pseudonymıty believe, however,
that the real Paul Was less flex1ble. ITheobald, for

and A Lord of creation. Through hım, God
wıll In the future also redeem the creation ftrom alexample, thinks that Paul could NOT aV taught demonic POWCIS, al enem1es, and the ‘JastCOSMAC Christology such AS WC tind In Ephesians ENEMNV; death Ihen he 11l completely reunıte all(1:10; 21-22, 3:9-10 0)8 realısed eschatology

(Eph 1  > 97-10, 2:4-10 4S result of dıminishing wıth himself through Christ

eXpectations of Christ’s CIrn Paul COl HC VETL
Would NOT Paul hımself HVE been able for-

mulate TNOTC developed form of thıs part Öl hısSa V that Christians WCCIC already raısed from the
eat| (Eph 2  > c£. Rom 6) Unlike In the authen- eschatology ıIn later conflict wıth ‘philosophies’
t1C Paul: in Ephesians ekklesıia 15 NOT of (Col 2:6-8) and In cırcular for Christians whom
local churches but the Church d whole (1:22; he did NOT know, SOTMINC of whom would lıve after

N1S death (Eph „  „ 2-16)? Also, In the5S:10; 21° 5-:25, 2 20 52) Ihe distinct theol-
Ot. COMMUNItY leadership 4:/-16 reflects NOT (as Theobald Al others believe) °realised’”

tım after Paul, according Theobald Ihe real eschatology of Ephesians, future expectations (e.2
Paul thought lıttle of marrl1age, but according the word ope In Eph L:1IS Z Z 4 do NOT

disappear the degree they do In Galatians ıInEphesians 1-3 the marıtal un10n of INan and
OIan POFrTLraYySs the MVYSLICLY of Christ an the Philemon (see the non-eschatological ‘hope of
CHhurch: IT 15 portrayal of the SavIng love of God Gal 5:5 and Phlm 22)
for people. Thıs, Theobald concludes, 1S Aall Ephesians generally help believers
understanding of marrıage that SCS agalnst the achleve VICtOrYy In disputes wıth PreSsSCNL an future
Pauline VICW of things.* OPPONCNHLIS and the demonic POWCIS behind them

But the evidence Call also be read dıfferently. It 1S kind of compendium “handbook? On
Pauline etters ArC Occasıonal writings, NOT “AOC- the other hand, Galatians and Phılemon address
trıne of Paul’': thıs 1S also Irue for Ephesıians. veLrYy partıcular Siıtuations In disputes wıth partıcu-Corinthians DicCks an interprets only few of lar OPPONCNES (Gal) OLr addressees Phim).? It 15
the controvers1al ASPCCLS of Paul’s catechesis (see CaS V ıimagıne that Paul; AT the end of hıs ıfeCor S:1L-1T1: 11:25:) and Thessalonians
3°17) 5:23 only supplements ESSONS already

and following the eat of INanıYy COMpanı0ns AT
apostles, Can develop the (comforting belief thattaught orally. Almost ıteral par  CIs between Christians ATIC completely SOI ın handsThessalonians and Ephesians 5- ( Thess and thus ın SOMNIC WdVYS already “raised’, CVCN before5:4-10 Eph 5:6-14 ÖOr eEss 5:8 Eph 6:10-

17) cshow that identical Paulıine Haradosıs Was
eat Who would abandon such dıvine,
fatherly protection? In Romans Paul also ecomplemented an interpreted for dıfferent CAausSsCcs realised eschatology.“° In critique Gf theIn both letters and thus possibly further developed

in Ephesians SOMC NOT decades later, in German exegetical maınstream, Klaus Haacker
dıifferent WdY5S, for different addressees. wrıtes that CVECN Paul AISUCS for the V1ECW In

Christ? NCW creation). Haacker critic1ses those
for whom the alleged abandonment of the escha-

Eschatology tological reservatıon 15 the MOST er10us theologi-
Likewise, in Corinthians 1-2  ® Romans 1: 16 cal agalnst the authenticity fColossians
5_) 1541 14:11-12, 16:20; Phıiıl 2511 and and Ephesians. TIoo much weıght has een gıven

Romans 6:1-11 which STAaTtes that the believer02 WC ind only small 4A7 OCccasıonal ele-
of All eschatology. Only ıIn Philippians OC€s died wıth Christ (V. 8) and 15 buried wıth hım (V.

Paul NIe the short ormula “day of Christ (Jesus) 4), whıiıle speakıng of hıs resurrection ıIn the future
allude hıs In Philıppi ell known d- teNSseE (V. an 8)
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hıs overlooks downplays that in Romans and 10:32-33 ® He trıes galn, 0)4 regaln, dis-
ea SIN faces ‘but alıve God ın Christ for his VISION, rsf Dy understanding theır
Jesus’ at PrEesSCNHNL (Rom 6:11* | KNEEL BEFORE THE FATHER AND PRAY FOR You ®  This overlooks or downplays that in Romans 6  and 10:32-33.® He tries to gain, or to regain, dis-  ‘dead to sin? faces a ‘but alive to God in Christ  senters for his vision, first by understanding their  Jesus’ at present (Rom 6:11). .. This ıs further  feelings and becoming almost like one of them.  clarified by the words £k verpdv CTa in v. 13  Then he starts to argue, apparently in a manner  as participation in the resurrection reality.”  similar to his addressees. But he proceeds to ques-  tion the arguments that he has formulated himself  3.3 Christ and cosmos  one by one, sometimes even using the language  and slogans of opponents, and he finally concludes:  Unlike what is often thought, we find a cosmic  I understand your desire, but under scrutiny your  Christology not only in the late letters but also  point of view (e.g. “all things are lawful’, 1 Cor  in the early letters of Paul. Not surprisingly, how-  6:12, 10:23) shows itself as erroneous. I invite you  ever, Ephesians formulates a more developed  (e.g. the ‘strong’) to adopt my point of view (e.g.  Christology after Paul’s four years of house arrest  love for the ‘weak’). Such love is a higher goal for  and multiple conversations with political rulers  Christians (1 Cor 8:1.— 10:23, 10:33; 1 Cor 6:1:-  111217  (Acts 24:23 — 26:32, 28:28-31). Yet in the earlier  letters we already find the following, albeit hardly  In the same way we can read the theology of  developed thoughts: Through the human Adam  marriage in Ephesians 5:21-33 as a continuation  sin came into the universe, and death with it (Rom  of 1 Thessalonians 3:10 — 4:12 and of the instruc-  tions regarding women and men in 1 Corinthians  5:12; al86o 1 Cor 15) -Since then the entire crea-  5-14. In 1 Thessalonians Paul alludes to lessons  tion suffers from perishability (2 Cor. 7:10b) but it  is redeemed by God through Christ together with  already taught and also to lessons not yet taught.  the children of God (Rom 8; also 11:12-32). For  From the beginning of chapter 4, he chooses a  commanding tone that occurs nowhere else in this  Paul the truth is that,  letter, which tells us that what he teaches here is  ‘no idol in the world really exists’ and ‘there is  no God but one’. Indeed, even though there  very important to him. This teaching includes, first  and foremost, that baptised men should “‘abstain  may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth — as  from fornication’ and ‘should win their own wife  in fact there are many gods and many lords — yet  (literally ‘“vessel’)? in sanctification and honour,  for us there is one God, the Father, from whom  are all things and for whom we exist, and one  not with lustful passion, like the gentiles who do  not know God’ (4:3-5). In Ephesians 5 Paul pre-  Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things  supposes this lesson for beginners and develops his  and through whom we exist. (1 Cor 8:4b-6)  teaching accordingly. His understanding of mar-  God is and remains the head of Christ, and the  riage follows the Scriptures of Israel as interpreted  body of Christ is the community, which he rules  by Jesus. Only on this basis is his conception of  as the Head through Christ (already 1.Cor 11:3).  marriage (Rom 7:1-3, 1 Cor 6:16) understand-  At the end of time Christ will unite all with God  able. Paul therefore insists on monogamy for men  again, after God has put all his enemies, including  and women in all communities.  death, under Christ’s feet (1 Cor 15:20-28; Rom  It is interesting to see how Paul tries to enforce  16:20). Then Jesus will establish the Kingdom of  and defend monogamy as he confronts dissenters  God as Christ, as Saviour and as Lord (Phil 2:6-  and opponents who practise or permit adultery of  11 3:20:21; 4:5). Yet Christians already exper1-  the worst kind (1 Cor 5:1-5) or who live in ‘polyg-  ence a kind of present eschatology:  amy’ with prostitutes (1 Cor 6:9-16).'° In both  So if anyone is in Christ, there zs a new creation:  these cases he is very direct, prohibiting such con-  everything old has passed away; see, everything  duct with reference to the Scriptures and to Jesus.  He threatens church discipline and the judgement  has become new! Al this is from God, who rec-  onciled himself through Christ ... in Christ God  of God (1 Cor 5:9:13, 6:9:20, cf. Eph 5): But  was reconciling the world to himself ... (2 Cor  otherwise in 1 Corinthians 7 he argues in a ‘diplo-  5:17-19, emphasis added).  matic’ way and Znvites his readers to change their  opinion. With regard to those who want to dissolve  marriages with non-believers or seek divorces for  3.4 Marriage  other reasons, he emphasizes, first, that he himself  In discussions with dissenters Paul often pursued  lives a celibate life, almost living up to ‘their” ideal!  the strategy he outlines in 1 Corinthians 9:20-22  Because of the transitory nature of this world and  ET 2419 35hıs 15 further feelings and becoming almost iıke ON of them.
clarıhed by the words EK VEKOCIV COOvTo ın 13 hen he STALtTS d  ® apparently iın
AS particıpation 1ın the resurrection reality.‘ siımılar hıs addressees. ut he proceeds YUJUCS-

tıon the that he has formulated himself

Christ an COS1N105s
HC Dy ONC, sOometımes GVCH usıng the anguage
and logans of opponents, and he nnally concludes:

Unlike whart 15 often thought, find COSMIC understand yYyOUF desire, but under Scrutiıny VOUTF
Christology NOT only ın the late etters but also pomnt of VIECW (e6.2 ‘al] Ings ATC Jawful’, Cor
in the early etters of Paul Not surprisingly, how- 6:12,; 10:253 shows iıtself as CIM ECOOLUS Invıte VOU
EVCLI, Ephesians formulates TNOITIC developed (6.2 the “Strong’) adopt IMY pomlnt f VIECW (€.2
Christology after Paul’s four of house arrest love tor the C eak?) Such love 15 higher 0al for
and multiple CcConversations wıth polıtical rulers Christians (3 COTr 8< 1 1O0:25, 10:55; Cor Gl

JE 12-17).Acts 24253 26:52, 28:286-51). Yet ıIn the earlhier
etters already find the following, albeit hardly In the SAdlllc WdY Call read the heology of
developed thoughts: TIhrough the human dam marrıage In Ephesians e AS continuatıon
SIN CalNllc Into the unıverse, AT death wıth It (Rom of IThessalonıans 3: 10 4A12 äl of the INSFEruC-

t10NSs regardıng and INECN ın CorinthiansS also Cor 15) Since then the entire (1ICA-
B}  S In IThessalonıans Paul Iudes ESSONSt10N suffers from perishability (2 Cor. 10b) but IT

15 redeemed Dy God through Christ together wıth already taught and also €ESSONS NOT veL taught.
the children of God Rom also 11:42:32). For TOom the eginnıng of chapter 4, he chooses

commandıng tONeE that (JICCUTS nowhere else ın thısPaul the truth 15 that, jetter, which te us that what he teaches GIrEeE 15NO dol In the world really CX1IStS’ an ‘there 15
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thus NOT IncOonsistent wıth Paul: AS far 4S OINan 15 the INan the head Ör Christ 15 God* RÜDIGER FUCHS ®  because of their partners, married Christians suffer  Christ — as those who have contact with and are  a conflict of loyalties: loyalty to God and loyalty  observed by non-Christians. In other words, they  to their partner. Thus, Paul argues, celibacy is the  were always under scrutiny (1l Cor 14:23-25).  best choice; that is, Paul himself would advise all  Admittedly, ‘in the Lord’ Christians are free to  Christians to remain unmarried.  live in a new. manner (1 Cor 11:11-12; 14:35a;  But subsequently he puts a question mark  cf. 9:19), but surrounded by non-Christian Jews  behind ‘his’ opinion, which is closely related to  (whose views.are (cıted’ in 1 ‚Cor 11:3 10 and  that of his opponents: What is the situation of  14:34) and non-Jews (whose views are “cited’ in  those who, like you, want to live morally proper  1: Cor, 11:13-15.and 14:35b); Chrnstians should  lives but have a strong sex drive? What about the  ‘give no offence to Jews or to Greeks or to the  commands in Scripture and from the Lord that  church of God ... so that they may be saved’”, as  they ‘should not commit adultery’? What will  the ‘headline’ for 1 Corinthians 11-14 puts it in  become of the children of men and women already  1 Corinthians 10:31-33. And so Christians had  married to a non-Christian spouse, etc.? Paul con-  to live their marriages and worship as a commu-  cludes: Because sexual desires and the desires  nity of women and men who are both blameless  of the widowed are often strong, and because  and welcoming.'!! The conjugal union of man and  monogamy and ‘you shall not commit adultery’  woman, according to 1 Corinthians, should show  are valid commands of the Lord, living in obedi-  the world the ‘mystery’ of Christ (cf. 1 Cor 2:1, 7,  ence to these rules should be normal practice in  4:1; 15:51), depieted in the Church as his body.  Corinth! And he argues further: ‘the unbelieving  Note the frequent use of the word ekklesia from  husband is made holy through his wife, and the  1 Corinthians 10:32 onward and note especially  unbelieving wife is made holy through her hus-  12:27:28 ın the context of 1 Corinthians 11:14:  band:.. your children are: holy.:.” and so::on: As  required by Scripture and by the teachings of Jesus,  The behaviour of Christian spouses and the public  worship of the community must be evidence of the  marriage should be sought as a shelter against sin  presence of the love of God among them (1 Cor  and is to be respected. Later, Paul will add more  9:20 — 10:33). A central goal of the argument of 1  arguments in passing; for example, that the other  apostles must also live in monogamy (1 Cor 9:5)  Corinthians 5-14 is that a non-Christian, when vis-  iting their meetings, should ‘worship God, declar-  and that they are witnesses to the resurrection of  ing, God is really among you’. The Corinthians  Christ. These are all in harmony with his futuristic  are the temple of the Holy Spirit and they rep-  eschatology (1 Cor 15:1-11 plus 1 Cor 6:2a) but  not with the thinking of those who deny the resur-  resent the universal Church in public. This idea  Paul later develops in Colossians 3:22 — 4:6 and  rection (1.Cor 15:12-plus 4:8):  Ephesians 4-5, complementing his earlier words in  So. when we read 1 Corinthians 5-14, 1  1 Corinthians,  Thessalonians 4 and Romans 7:1-3, we can only  conclude that Paul, in harmony with God and  Do all things for God’s doxa [that is, God’s  glory/honour, reputation or reflection in the  Christ and all apostolic colleagues, argues for  world]. Be blameless  ; both for Jews and  monogamy as the norm for all Christians, no  for Greeks and for the whole Church of God!  matter how long it will be until the parousia.  Colossians 3:22-25 and Ephesians 5:21-33 are  Christ is the head of every man, the head of the  thus not inconsistent with ‘Paul’, as far as we  woman is the man, the head of Christ is God ...  the man is ... God’s image and (public) lumi-  know him from a few occasional letters. And, as  one should expect from a teacher of his calibre,  nous reflection (doxa), the woman is (before  Paul’s thinking continued to develop between  non-Christians) the shining reflection of the  AD 50 and 60. Then, in his final circular letter  man (doxa)...  (Eph 5:21-33) he developed an actual theology of  In the time of the New Testament, the behaviour  marriage. We know from 2 Corinthians how he  of the woman was the means by which non-Chris-  developed the successful reasoning he had begun  tians evaluated the husband and his (new) religion.  in 1 Corinthians. Already in 1 Thessalonians 3:12  In their eyes, the husband was the ruler over his  — 4:12; 5:1-15; 1 Corinthians 9:19 — 14:40 and  house and his wife. If this were not so, they would  Colossians 3:22 — 4:6, Paul led the Christian com-  have despised the Christian faith in the way Paul  munities to his view that they were to live in a  ‘quotes’ them in 1 Timothy 3:4-5. I hear similar  non-Christian world — prior to the parousia of  concerns in 1 Corinthians 5-14, Colossians 3:22 —  36 * ET 24:1the 15 image and publıc) Iumı-know hım from few Occasıonal etters. And, 4S
Hc should CXPCCL from teacher of hıs calıbre, OUusSs reflection doxa), the 15 before
Paul’s inkıng continued develop between non-Christians) the shinıng reflection of the

50 an Ihen 1ın hıs final cırcular letter I1la  — O0X0 )
(Eph 1-33) he developed Al actual theology of In the time of the New Testament, the behaviour
marrıage. We know from Corinthians how he of the W ds the Dy which non-Chris-
developed the successful reasoning he had begun t1ans evaluated the husband and hıs (new) religion.
In Corinthians. ready In Thessalonians 312 In theır CVCS, the husband Was the ruler NV.GTr hıs

4:12  „ Sah-15; Corinthijans 9:19 14:40 anı house and hıs wıfe I: thıs WCIC NOT 5 they would
Colossians AD — Paul led the Christian COM- aVe despised the Christian faıth ıIn the WaV Paul
munıities hıs 1e W that they WEeIC lıve In “quotes’ them in Timothy 3:4-5 GEr siımılar
non-Christian WOTF. priıor the parousıa of CONCETNS In Corinthians 5-14, Colossians 3:27)

EJT 2417



KNEEL BEFORE IHE FATHER AND) PRAY HOR YOL)

and also ın Ephesians 512 where read Corinthians, who, hıs SUrprISe, acted 4S if they
ınter Ia WLG uneducated in It Thus, ın Corinthians Paul

Be imıtators of God, 45 beloved children* | KNEEL BEFORE THE FATHER AND PRAY FOR You ®  4:6 and also in Ephesians 5:1-21, where we read  Corinthians, who, to his surprise, acted as if they  inter alıa:  were uneducated in it. Thus, in 1 Corinthians Paul  Be imitators of God, as beloved children ... For  must cite the Old Testament and words of Jesus  you were once darkness, but now you are light  literally, while in Philippians he can teach without  in the Lörd.: Walk'as children of the light ...  citing those basics; compare Philippians 2:9-11 (to  g  known and well taught addressees) with Romans  Be subject to one another out of reverence for  Christ. Wives be subject to your husbands as  14:11 (to unknown Jewish-Christian addressees  you are to the Lord! For the husband is head of  — hence with an Old Testament quotation). His  the wife just as Christ is the head of the church,  ‘“favourite community’ in Philippi knows eve-  rything Paul taught (Phil 4:9), so in Philippians  the body of which he is the saviour.  Paul only alludes occasionally to the traditions.  Paul continues in Ephesians 5:24:  Likewise in Ephesians he assumes that all commu-  Just as the church is subject to Christ, so also  nities reading this letter already know his teach-  wives ought to be, in every thing, to their hus-  ing, and he also knows that earlier letters of his are  bands. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ  available to them.  loved the church and gave himself up in order to  The further development of Paul’s theology of  make her holy by cleansing her with the wash-  marriage in Ephesians can be a result of debates  ing of water by the word, so as to present the  with Christians in Corinth who had conflated  church to himself in splendour itself glorified  Galatians 3:28 and Matthew 22:30, enthusiasti-  (endoxon) [in parts my own translation ] ... In  cally acting like ‘angels’, as ‘risen’ in the here and  the same way, husbands should love their wives  now, and justifying their behaviour with Jesus’  as they do their own bodies. He who loves his  words ‘for in the resurrection they neither marry  wife loves himself.  nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in  So the theme of love from 1 Corinthians 13 re-  heaven’. In their view, they were already ruling  appears here in Ephesians. Paul adds that a man  the world, acting as though they were already at  who cares for his wife in this way follows the model  the throne of God (cf. 1 Cor 4 and 15):! Because  of Christ’s care for his body, the Church. And that  they tried to live in that way, oblivious of both the  non-Christians and the Christians of the univer-  ‘we are members of his body’ is still Paul’s view in  1 Corinthians 10-12. His general opinion already  sal Church, they damaged the reputation of their  in 1 Corinthians 6:16 (cf. Gen 2:24, Mt 19:5) was:  faith. Paul must therefore reinterpret the unex-  ‘a man will leave father and mother and be joined  plained short ‘formula’ of Galatians 3:28 (“There  to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’  is neither Jew:nor Gentile;, neither slave nor free,  Ideas from 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 and 6:16-20 are  nor is there male and female’). He does this for the  developed in Ephesians 5:21-33 but 1 Corinthians  first time in the debates with those “risen angels’  3-6 already contain the thought: the temple which  in Corinth in AD 5354 (1 Cor 7:17-24) 11:11-  is built on the one foundation, Jesus Christ, is the  12, 12:12). Those who had propounded the free  Church, and she is represented in the world par-  work of the Holy Spirit, like Paul himself and the  ticularly in the proper behaviour of the husband  Galatians (Gal 3:1-4), now require submission to  towards the wife.  Scripture, to the Jesus tradition and to community  In short, Ephesians 4-5 is thoughtful and  leadership. Years later Paul argues — superseding  his Spirit-only based teachings in Galatians 3-6 —  mature, but not contradictory to l Corinthians  514 It is a Pauline updating. of his: earlier  that Christian men and women should embody  thoughts in a direction also found in Philippians  God’s love in the world through their interaction  1:27 — 2:16 and 3:17 — 4:9. The community, and  with other people. The key words ‘light’ and ‘salt’  the Christian women and men who are its mem-  (Col 1:12, 4:6, Eph 5:8-9) can be allusions to a  bers (Phil 4:1-5), should “‘shine’ publicly (2:16)  tradition as expressed in Matthew 5:13-16.  through their behaviour and words, even in a time  We close this section: with a look: to;2  of conflict (4:2-3). They should reflect God’s love  Corinthians. In this occasional letter Paul writes  in Christ in the non-Christian environment (Phil  ‘to the church of God in Corinth with all the saints  2:5:16:4:5; 8):  throughout Achaia’ (2 Cor 1:1), which church he  In 1 Corinthians and Ephesians, Pauline exhor-  wants to build: ‘I have promised you in marriage  tation is based on the Old Testament and the  toone husband .:. the Messiah” (2 Cor 11:2). This  Jesus tradition that he had already taught the  sentence tells us three things: first, Paul had a high  EIT24:1.8 37For MUST cıte the Old Testament and words of Jesus
VOU WCIC darkness, but NOW VOU ALC lıght lıterally, while in Philipplans he Can teach wıthout
in the Lord Walk AS children of the lıght* | KNEEL BEFORE THE FATHER AND PRAY FOR You ®  4:6 and also in Ephesians 5:1-21, where we read  Corinthians, who, to his surprise, acted as if they  inter alıa:  were uneducated in it. Thus, in 1 Corinthians Paul  Be imitators of God, as beloved children ... For  must cite the Old Testament and words of Jesus  you were once darkness, but now you are light  literally, while in Philippians he can teach without  in the Lörd.: Walk'as children of the light ...  citing those basics; compare Philippians 2:9-11 (to  g  known and well taught addressees) with Romans  Be subject to one another out of reverence for  Christ. Wives be subject to your husbands as  14:11 (to unknown Jewish-Christian addressees  you are to the Lord! For the husband is head of  — hence with an Old Testament quotation). His  the wife just as Christ is the head of the church,  ‘“favourite community’ in Philippi knows eve-  rything Paul taught (Phil 4:9), so in Philippians  the body of which he is the saviour.  Paul only alludes occasionally to the traditions.  Paul continues in Ephesians 5:24:  Likewise in Ephesians he assumes that all commu-  Just as the church is subject to Christ, so also  nities reading this letter already know his teach-  wives ought to be, in every thing, to their hus-  ing, and he also knows that earlier letters of his are  bands. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ  available to them.  loved the church and gave himself up in order to  The further development of Paul’s theology of  make her holy by cleansing her with the wash-  marriage in Ephesians can be a result of debates  ing of water by the word, so as to present the  with Christians in Corinth who had conflated  church to himself in splendour itself glorified  Galatians 3:28 and Matthew 22:30, enthusiasti-  (endoxon) [in parts my own translation ] ... In  cally acting like ‘angels’, as ‘risen’ in the here and  the same way, husbands should love their wives  now, and justifying their behaviour with Jesus’  as they do their own bodies. He who loves his  words ‘for in the resurrection they neither marry  wife loves himself.  nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in  So the theme of love from 1 Corinthians 13 re-  heaven’. In their view, they were already ruling  appears here in Ephesians. Paul adds that a man  the world, acting as though they were already at  who cares for his wife in this way follows the model  the throne of God (cf. 1 Cor 4 and 15):! Because  of Christ’s care for his body, the Church. And that  they tried to live in that way, oblivious of both the  non-Christians and the Christians of the univer-  ‘we are members of his body’ is still Paul’s view in  1 Corinthians 10-12. His general opinion already  sal Church, they damaged the reputation of their  in 1 Corinthians 6:16 (cf. Gen 2:24, Mt 19:5) was:  faith. Paul must therefore reinterpret the unex-  ‘a man will leave father and mother and be joined  plained short ‘formula’ of Galatians 3:28 (“There  to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’  is neither Jew:nor Gentile;, neither slave nor free,  Ideas from 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 and 6:16-20 are  nor is there male and female’). He does this for the  developed in Ephesians 5:21-33 but 1 Corinthians  first time in the debates with those “risen angels’  3-6 already contain the thought: the temple which  in Corinth in AD 5354 (1 Cor 7:17-24) 11:11-  is built on the one foundation, Jesus Christ, is the  12, 12:12). Those who had propounded the free  Church, and she is represented in the world par-  work of the Holy Spirit, like Paul himself and the  ticularly in the proper behaviour of the husband  Galatians (Gal 3:1-4), now require submission to  towards the wife.  Scripture, to the Jesus tradition and to community  In short, Ephesians 4-5 is thoughtful and  leadership. Years later Paul argues — superseding  his Spirit-only based teachings in Galatians 3-6 —  mature, but not contradictory to l Corinthians  514 It is a Pauline updating. of his: earlier  that Christian men and women should embody  thoughts in a direction also found in Philippians  God’s love in the world through their interaction  1:27 — 2:16 and 3:17 — 4:9. The community, and  with other people. The key words ‘light’ and ‘salt’  the Christian women and men who are its mem-  (Col 1:12, 4:6, Eph 5:8-9) can be allusions to a  bers (Phil 4:1-5), should “‘shine’ publicly (2:16)  tradition as expressed in Matthew 5:13-16.  through their behaviour and words, even in a time  We close this section: with a look: to;2  of conflict (4:2-3). They should reflect God’s love  Corinthians. In this occasional letter Paul writes  in Christ in the non-Christian environment (Phil  ‘to the church of God in Corinth with all the saints  2:5:16:4:5; 8):  throughout Achaia’ (2 Cor 1:1), which church he  In 1 Corinthians and Ephesians, Pauline exhor-  wants to build: ‘I have promised you in marriage  tation is based on the Old Testament and the  toone husband .:. the Messiah” (2 Cor 11:2). This  Jesus tradition that he had already taught the  sentence tells us three things: first, Paul had a high  EIT24:1.8 37cItng those Dasıcs; COINDAIC Philipplans 2:9-  Sr (tOr i E d e a a e known an ell taught a  FESSCCS) wıth RomansBe subject HIC another OUuUTt of FEVGEGTIEGEE for
Ohrist Wıves be subject VOUTF husbands ASs 142721 (tO unknown ewısh-Christian addressees
VYOU A € the Lord! For the husband 15 head of hence wiıth Al Old LTestament quotation). Hıs
the wiıtfe Just aSs Christ 15 the head of the CHUrCh,; “tavourite Communıty‘ in Philippi knows ( Ve:-=

rything Paul taught Phıil +  )s ın Phiılıpplansthe body of which he 15 the AaVIOUrF.
Paul only Iludes OCCaslonally the tradıtions.Paul continues In Ephesians 5:2  S Likewise In Ephesians he that all COINMNMU-

Just A4S the church 15 subject Christ, also nıtles reading this letter already know hıs teach-
WIVEeS ought DE In thing, their hus- Ing, and he also knows that earlier etters of hıs ATIC
bands Husbands, love YOUTLC WIVES, Just d Christ avaılable them
loved the church an GAaVC himself up ın order The further development f Paul’s ecology of
make her holy by cleansıng her wıth the wash- marrıage In Ephesians ( Al be result of debates
INg of by the word, 4S Prescnt the wiıth Christians in Corinth who had conflated
church himself In splendour ıtself glorified Galatians 2728 and Matthew 22:50. enthusı1astı-
(endoxon) in Darts IV WI1 translatıon |* | KNEEL BEFORE THE FATHER AND PRAY FOR You ®  4:6 and also in Ephesians 5:1-21, where we read  Corinthians, who, to his surprise, acted as if they  inter alıa:  were uneducated in it. Thus, in 1 Corinthians Paul  Be imitators of God, as beloved children ... For  must cite the Old Testament and words of Jesus  you were once darkness, but now you are light  literally, while in Philippians he can teach without  in the Lörd.: Walk'as children of the light ...  citing those basics; compare Philippians 2:9-11 (to  g  known and well taught addressees) with Romans  Be subject to one another out of reverence for  Christ. Wives be subject to your husbands as  14:11 (to unknown Jewish-Christian addressees  you are to the Lord! For the husband is head of  — hence with an Old Testament quotation). His  the wife just as Christ is the head of the church,  ‘“favourite community’ in Philippi knows eve-  rything Paul taught (Phil 4:9), so in Philippians  the body of which he is the saviour.  Paul only alludes occasionally to the traditions.  Paul continues in Ephesians 5:24:  Likewise in Ephesians he assumes that all commu-  Just as the church is subject to Christ, so also  nities reading this letter already know his teach-  wives ought to be, in every thing, to their hus-  ing, and he also knows that earlier letters of his are  bands. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ  available to them.  loved the church and gave himself up in order to  The further development of Paul’s theology of  make her holy by cleansing her with the wash-  marriage in Ephesians can be a result of debates  ing of water by the word, so as to present the  with Christians in Corinth who had conflated  church to himself in splendour itself glorified  Galatians 3:28 and Matthew 22:30, enthusiasti-  (endoxon) [in parts my own translation ] ... In  cally acting like ‘angels’, as ‘risen’ in the here and  the same way, husbands should love their wives  now, and justifying their behaviour with Jesus’  as they do their own bodies. He who loves his  words ‘for in the resurrection they neither marry  wife loves himself.  nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in  So the theme of love from 1 Corinthians 13 re-  heaven’. In their view, they were already ruling  appears here in Ephesians. Paul adds that a man  the world, acting as though they were already at  who cares for his wife in this way follows the model  the throne of God (cf. 1 Cor 4 and 15):! Because  of Christ’s care for his body, the Church. And that  they tried to live in that way, oblivious of both the  non-Christians and the Christians of the univer-  ‘we are members of his body’ is still Paul’s view in  1 Corinthians 10-12. His general opinion already  sal Church, they damaged the reputation of their  in 1 Corinthians 6:16 (cf. Gen 2:24, Mt 19:5) was:  faith. Paul must therefore reinterpret the unex-  ‘a man will leave father and mother and be joined  plained short ‘formula’ of Galatians 3:28 (“There  to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’  is neither Jew:nor Gentile;, neither slave nor free,  Ideas from 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 and 6:16-20 are  nor is there male and female’). He does this for the  developed in Ephesians 5:21-33 but 1 Corinthians  first time in the debates with those “risen angels’  3-6 already contain the thought: the temple which  in Corinth in AD 5354 (1 Cor 7:17-24) 11:11-  is built on the one foundation, Jesus Christ, is the  12, 12:12). Those who had propounded the free  Church, and she is represented in the world par-  work of the Holy Spirit, like Paul himself and the  ticularly in the proper behaviour of the husband  Galatians (Gal 3:1-4), now require submission to  towards the wife.  Scripture, to the Jesus tradition and to community  In short, Ephesians 4-5 is thoughtful and  leadership. Years later Paul argues — superseding  his Spirit-only based teachings in Galatians 3-6 —  mature, but not contradictory to l Corinthians  514 It is a Pauline updating. of his: earlier  that Christian men and women should embody  thoughts in a direction also found in Philippians  God’s love in the world through their interaction  1:27 — 2:16 and 3:17 — 4:9. The community, and  with other people. The key words ‘light’ and ‘salt’  the Christian women and men who are its mem-  (Col 1:12, 4:6, Eph 5:8-9) can be allusions to a  bers (Phil 4:1-5), should “‘shine’ publicly (2:16)  tradition as expressed in Matthew 5:13-16.  through their behaviour and words, even in a time  We close this section: with a look: to;2  of conflict (4:2-3). They should reflect God’s love  Corinthians. In this occasional letter Paul writes  in Christ in the non-Christian environment (Phil  ‘to the church of God in Corinth with all the saints  2:5:16:4:5; 8):  throughout Achaia’ (2 Cor 1:1), which church he  In 1 Corinthians and Ephesians, Pauline exhor-  wants to build: ‘I have promised you in marriage  tation is based on the Old Testament and the  toone husband .:. the Messiah” (2 Cor 11:2). This  Jesus tradition that he had already taught the  sentence tells us three things: first, Paul had a high  EIT24:1.8 37In cally actıng iıke “angels’, AS *rısen’ In the ( and
the WAdY, husbands cshould love their WIVEeS NO and Justifying their behavıour wıth Jesus’
aS they do theıir WI) bodies He who loves hıs words ‘tor 1n the resurrection they neıither
wiıfe loves hımself. NOr ATC g1ven in marrı1age, ut AIC ıke angels In

So the theme of love from Corinthians heaven). In their VIEW, they WCIC already rulıng
ADDCAaIS Bre ıIn Ephesıians. Paul adds that I1lall the world, actıng 4S though they WCIC already al
who for hıs wiıfe in thıs WdY ollows the MO the throne of God (ef. Cor and 1)12 Because
of COhrist’s CATe for hıs body, the Church And that they trıed live ıIn that WdY, oblivious of both the

non-Christians an the Christians of the unıver-We ATC members of hıs body’” 1S St1 Paul’s VIEW ın
Corinthijans 1{12 Hıs general opınıon already al Church, they damaged the reputation of their

1n Corinthıians 6:16 (ef. Gen 2:24, Mit 19:5) WdsSs faıtcth Paul MUST therefore reinterpret the X —

INan 11 leave tather an mother and be joined plained short ‘“tormula’ of Galatians 278 (T here
hıs wife, and the ll become 11C flesh.? 1S neıther Jew 11OT Gentile, neıther clave 3(0)8 Iree,

Ideas from Corinthijans 6:1 and G=2 AT € NOr 15 there male and female’ ). He OC€s thıs for the
developed In Ephesians 1-3 but Corinthians YSsSt me ın the debates wıth those *riısen angels’

already contaın the thought: the temple which In Corinth ıIn 53-54 (4 Cor /7/-24, K
15 built ON the 11C foundatıion, Jesus Christ, 15 the 1 OSeEe who had propounded the free
Church; and che 1S represented ıIn the world Dal- work of the Holy Spirıt, ıke Paul himself an the
ticularly 1ın the PFOPDCI behavıour of the husband Galatıans 3:1-4), 110 requıre submıiıssıon
towards the wiıtfe SCHPLUFG, the Jesus tradıtıon and COMMUNItTY

In short, Ephesıians A 15 thoughtful and leadership. Years later Paul ArSUCS superseding
hıs Spirıt-only based teachings in GalatıansMaAaAtUre, but NOT contradıctory Corinthians

51 1# 15 Pauline updatıng of hıs earlhier that Christian an OMI hould embody
thoughts 1n direction also found In Philıppians OVEeE in the world rough their interactiıon
27 216 and 3:17 Ihe COMMUNItTY, an wıth other people TIhe key words ‘hıght’ and c  salt
the Christian an MCN wh AIC 1ItS [1- (Col LE — Eph 5:8-9) ( Al be allusions
ers Phil 4:1-5), cshould c  shine  ? publiclhy (2:16) tradıtıon AN expressed in Matthew2
through their behaviour and words, EVCI in time We close thıs secti1on wıth o0k
of conflict (4:2-3) They should reflect OVEC Corinthıijans. In thıs Occasıonal letter Paul wrıtes
In Christ in the non-Christian environment Phıl 4G the church ofGod ıIn Corinth wiıth the Salnts
2:5:16: 4:5, S) throughout 2a19 (2 (JOr 1r ); which church he

In Corinthijans and phesians, Pauline exhor- AanTts build T aVC promised yYOU ıIn marrıage
tatıon 15 based ONn the Old Lestament an the NC husband* | KNEEL BEFORE THE FATHER AND PRAY FOR You ®  4:6 and also in Ephesians 5:1-21, where we read  Corinthians, who, to his surprise, acted as if they  inter alıa:  were uneducated in it. Thus, in 1 Corinthians Paul  Be imitators of God, as beloved children ... For  must cite the Old Testament and words of Jesus  you were once darkness, but now you are light  literally, while in Philippians he can teach without  in the Lörd.: Walk'as children of the light ...  citing those basics; compare Philippians 2:9-11 (to  g  known and well taught addressees) with Romans  Be subject to one another out of reverence for  Christ. Wives be subject to your husbands as  14:11 (to unknown Jewish-Christian addressees  you are to the Lord! For the husband is head of  — hence with an Old Testament quotation). His  the wife just as Christ is the head of the church,  ‘“favourite community’ in Philippi knows eve-  rything Paul taught (Phil 4:9), so in Philippians  the body of which he is the saviour.  Paul only alludes occasionally to the traditions.  Paul continues in Ephesians 5:24:  Likewise in Ephesians he assumes that all commu-  Just as the church is subject to Christ, so also  nities reading this letter already know his teach-  wives ought to be, in every thing, to their hus-  ing, and he also knows that earlier letters of his are  bands. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ  available to them.  loved the church and gave himself up in order to  The further development of Paul’s theology of  make her holy by cleansing her with the wash-  marriage in Ephesians can be a result of debates  ing of water by the word, so as to present the  with Christians in Corinth who had conflated  church to himself in splendour itself glorified  Galatians 3:28 and Matthew 22:30, enthusiasti-  (endoxon) [in parts my own translation ] ... In  cally acting like ‘angels’, as ‘risen’ in the here and  the same way, husbands should love their wives  now, and justifying their behaviour with Jesus’  as they do their own bodies. He who loves his  words ‘for in the resurrection they neither marry  wife loves himself.  nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in  So the theme of love from 1 Corinthians 13 re-  heaven’. In their view, they were already ruling  appears here in Ephesians. Paul adds that a man  the world, acting as though they were already at  who cares for his wife in this way follows the model  the throne of God (cf. 1 Cor 4 and 15):! Because  of Christ’s care for his body, the Church. And that  they tried to live in that way, oblivious of both the  non-Christians and the Christians of the univer-  ‘we are members of his body’ is still Paul’s view in  1 Corinthians 10-12. His general opinion already  sal Church, they damaged the reputation of their  in 1 Corinthians 6:16 (cf. Gen 2:24, Mt 19:5) was:  faith. Paul must therefore reinterpret the unex-  ‘a man will leave father and mother and be joined  plained short ‘formula’ of Galatians 3:28 (“There  to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’  is neither Jew:nor Gentile;, neither slave nor free,  Ideas from 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 and 6:16-20 are  nor is there male and female’). He does this for the  developed in Ephesians 5:21-33 but 1 Corinthians  first time in the debates with those “risen angels’  3-6 already contain the thought: the temple which  in Corinth in AD 5354 (1 Cor 7:17-24) 11:11-  is built on the one foundation, Jesus Christ, is the  12, 12:12). Those who had propounded the free  Church, and she is represented in the world par-  work of the Holy Spirit, like Paul himself and the  ticularly in the proper behaviour of the husband  Galatians (Gal 3:1-4), now require submission to  towards the wife.  Scripture, to the Jesus tradition and to community  In short, Ephesians 4-5 is thoughtful and  leadership. Years later Paul argues — superseding  his Spirit-only based teachings in Galatians 3-6 —  mature, but not contradictory to l Corinthians  514 It is a Pauline updating. of his: earlier  that Christian men and women should embody  thoughts in a direction also found in Philippians  God’s love in the world through their interaction  1:27 — 2:16 and 3:17 — 4:9. The community, and  with other people. The key words ‘light’ and ‘salt’  the Christian women and men who are its mem-  (Col 1:12, 4:6, Eph 5:8-9) can be allusions to a  bers (Phil 4:1-5), should “‘shine’ publicly (2:16)  tradition as expressed in Matthew 5:13-16.  through their behaviour and words, even in a time  We close this section: with a look: to;2  of conflict (4:2-3). They should reflect God’s love  Corinthians. In this occasional letter Paul writes  in Christ in the non-Christian environment (Phil  ‘to the church of God in Corinth with all the saints  2:5:16:4:5; 8):  throughout Achaia’ (2 Cor 1:1), which church he  In 1 Corinthians and Ephesians, Pauline exhor-  wants to build: ‘I have promised you in marriage  tation is based on the Old Testament and the  toone husband .:. the Messiah” (2 Cor 11:2). This  Jesus tradition that he had already taught the  sentence tells us three things: first, Paul had a high  EIT24:1.8 37the essiah’ 2 Cor 2) hıs
Jesus tradıtıon that he had already taught the SsECENTENCE tells us three things: nrst, Paul had high
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OpInıon of marrıage and INONOSAMY uUuSc such of the apostles an prophets ofthe YrSt generatıion.
imagerYy. Second, he derives thıs 1CeCW from the Old Communities need be protected an taught for
Testament where the unıty of husband and wife the future; after Paul’s death (Eph After the
ıIn INONOSAaMY 15 al image of God visıble the ‘holy apostles and prophets’ (Eph 5:5) ave died;
world (Gen 1:26) and God ants TO be the “hus- responsible COoMMUuUnNItYy eaders MUST be chosen
band’ of N1IS people OSsea) Third, the Paul take their places. Luke anı Clement testify shortly
could develop thıs imagery In the WdV Ephesıians afterwards that the apostles and NOT least Paul
A OCcs (and Barnabas) made SUTIC that NOT Just ANVONC,

but that theır and their delegates’ chosen eaders
DFrCSCHNLT In the communıitıles. We Ara then In25 Ecclesiology 65-90, 1E€ the time of the Christians of the

The ecclesiology of Ephesians 15 all evolution of secon.d an third generation Cts 14:23, 061 /
the ecclesiology of Thessalonians 58 lem 42:4-5, f Gal 6  , Thess 2-1Corinthıians 4:1-21, 12:28. 16:10-18, Philıpplans Cor 16:15-18, Phil 1:E:  - 3°‘17 an: other places. At the me of WwrIt-
Ing of Ephesians the Church Was NO longer Theobald agaınsmall SIOUD Galatıans 1S the only letter of Paul In
which the geographica A1ICas of mM1ss1ıon a(011 So SC that Ephesians an Colossians sometimes
clearly iıdentihed Roman provinces. Thıs beyond earlhier Pauline etters. Yet Ephesians
that al the TE of the writing of Galatians also Cıtes interprets of the Pauline DAara-
4/-48), Paul/! dıd NOT aVe SLTaALCSVY of evangeliıs- dosis 16 Was known all churches (1 Cior
INg Roman provinces, AS5 he had later 1n the 50s 4:17; Rom O17 1617 Phıil 4:9) In the t1ım after
(1 IThess Cor } Cor 8'3 Rom 5-1 Romans 15  S So sımply do NOT NOW
In the time of Ephesıians, after Paul had carrıed In how far Ephesians Cr6ates I1ICW thoughts 15
OUuUTt hıs M1SS1ION work ıIn the pProvinces of repeating (ın HAL developed WAaY) the Pauline
the Roman Empire, he could ın cırcular letter tradıtıons for addressees wh; AIC unknown
reCOgNISE the Church AdS larger whole At the end Paul The quotation from the tradıtıon ON the
of hıs ıfe Paul NO looked al] Christians d the Lord’s Supper and the resurrection paradosıs in
body of Christ ““rom Jerusalem ATY round about Corinthijans 11 A and 31 ADDCAaL only 1ın

Ilyricum’” (Rom 15:19 hıs development Corinthians, but they certamly known ın all
resulted from his VIECW that Christians AA the body Pauline churches, Just ike the Old Testament an
of Christ an that Christ be divided ( Cor Jesus tradıtions regardıng marrıage and divorce
1:453) Hıs VIECW 15 probably based ON the words 1C Paul alludes 1n Thessalonians 4:3-8,
Christ spoke hım Damascus, In 1C Corinthians u and Romans Ar We alwayshe entiNne hımself wıth Christians, 1: 1n eed remember that of Paul’s etters WEeEIC
Paul’s 1eW wıth *the church ofGOod’ Jater. Paul Occasıonal wrıtings.
would understand the words ‘Saul,; Saul, why do of this should make us Cautlous regardıng
VOU PCTISCCULE NE?) Cts 9 the OQie Theobald’s VIEWS, for example CONcernNıINS alleg-CHureh; NOT Christ alone. After Galatıans and 1 ediy “unpauline’ OTr theological devel-
Thessalonians, In Corinthians Paul begins SC OPMCNLIS In Ephesians. IT hıs argumentatıon WT €
Christians AN) the 11C indıvisıble body of Christ In COFTFCCL, could Sa y that the INOTC detailed, longerthe world (4 Cor 12027/-26); AdS the OLIC church Corinthians “continues’ and ‘develops’ Galatians
of God’ (e.2.1 COr 10:553 15:9) It 1$ only logical considerabily. In the time of Corinthijans IT W aSs
that Paul formulates thıs understanding explicıtly for salvpatıon tradition lıter-
and deeply In cırcular letter all Christians ally an the COoMMUNItY had submırt ıtself ItSs
In the Roman Empire; In other words, eaders (1 Cor E FE -1 16:10-
the church of God’ In the Roman WOTr. 18) In Galatıiıans CS “non-catholic’, DIrıt-hat Paul formulates INOTC pronounced the- only led church (e.g ıIn Gal] 6:6-10): but jater, 1ın
Ology of leadership In Ephesians (2:20. 4:1-16; Corinthians, the worldwide church (1 (r kO:52:Thess Cor 1228 6- 12:28) 15:9) 15 1ItSs WdY ‘“Catholicism)’. And
16:10-18, Rom 12:6-8, Phıiıl 1:  „ 5:17) W dsSs also later agaln, In Philippians, WC RC that the role of
be CXDeECLIEA. In Ephesians he 15 wrıiting ar the end the Holy Spirıt 1S reduced almost beyond reCOSNI-of the CIa of the apostles and In 1eW of the eat tıon and that the church 15 110 longer the body
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of Christ ut governed by “bishops and deacons’ which 15 sometimes rated d index of ItSs INau-
Phıl ]:1) who ATC images of the ONC apostle Paul thenticlty,“ lıes ell ECIOW RA 1ın other etters
an hıs verIYy ‘bourgeo1s’ tradıtion (DE, 4:8-9) cCommunlıitıes, C Philippians (2.21% of 1629

But if watch, for example, the rnse’ of love words). Further eiters communıtıes before the
ıIn Paul’s heology and ethics from Ifs rSt modest Imprisonment ave hapaxes up the axımum of

Corinthians a 1.45%A  C 1ın Galatians ItSs full development 1ın
later writings, SCE that significant developments he style of wrıiting In, others,
In Paull’s teaching took place Vr the VCaLsS love Ephesıians, Call be traced back secretarıes such

AS Timothy, Epaphras, ychicus OLr Luke Pau!SOVECINS the triad faıth hope love (1 Ges
S (JOr Sl Co] which ın Romans 15 EV1- WaS interested In the of hıs wrıitings, In

ent throughout the letter.!> Love nnally AaDPCAaIs, hıs heology an CtHiCcs, but NOLT ın All authen-
LTMOIC frequently than iın ther CITETS of Paul,; 4S t1C wrıting style, although the “‘packaging’ of the

Was NOT unımportant (1 Cor 0-22,maJor theme in Ephesians AT Philemon.!® T Hus;
ıIn the 50-60 Paul became and HIFE 10:32-33 and 14:19 They had be sultable

preacher of love Ephesians includes love for theır readers In vocabulary an In style Paul
would VE relied ON hıs co-authors secretarıesiın the theology of marrıage than Corinthijans
for the final ftormulatıion of hıs etfters because theyand Ssıtuates IT expressly an directly between WIVES

AT husbands, while Corinthians has WEeIC closer the Varlı0ous addressees than he Was

AS the theologica clımax f Corinthians SE himself (Cf. the Roman lertius In Rom 16:22 and
IThere 15 L maın difference between the Corinthıian Sosthenes ın (Or F:1) paphras

Corinthians an Ephesians. The latter OCcs HOF INaYy ell aVE DUut the mnıshing stylistic touches

D1VE Instructl1ons for behavıour In public WOTI- Colossians‘'® an perhaps also Ephesians; he INaYV
also VE included hıs WIN teaching examples anship 0)8 ın marrı1ages between Chrıstians an NO hıs knowledge of the problems 1ın Asıa Mıiınor.Christians. Verses ıke Corinthıijans 0-22,

10:32-33, 14:23-4() and Colossians 4:5- AVE Paul Was fex1ble, he had big heart and mınd
which Was able after of debates wıth C(Q)]1=COUNTErPAFTS ın Ephesians, letter wrıtten maınly Christians an ın cConversatıon wıth Christians anfor internal Instruction. It Was wrıtten only for teachers of Christians ike Epaphras an TimothyChristians 1n disputes wıth OPPONCNEIS and under wriıte cırcular letter such aSs the letter 4C theSatanıc attack. hıs Was NOT the CaAasSsc ın Corinth for Ephesians’ for all Gentile Christians, comple-Satan Was clearly outsıde of the COommunıty (} Cor and develop whart he had wriıtten 1ın earherS:1:5: in Paul’s 1CW this perhaps changed Jater, etters. In this letter he both sed hıs WIN1 lan-

N OE1-1 F1:3S) SO SCC that Ephesians of earlier etters (Eph 4-6) aAM changedMUST solve different problems than Corinthıijans hymnic style for hıs last PDIayCI (Eph 1-3) (an therefore has take interpret an develop COUISC, he did NOT SImply rCepCaL earlier VIEWS CIother of Paul’s theology of marrıage than
Corinthians. Carr y wıth whart he had thought before

He WAaSs, after all, realist who could learn from
the °affliıctions’ he mentioned ın Corinthijans
18R OIl the parousıa of hriıst take IntOoConclusion: the flexible aul hıs WI) eat hus he Was able teach

Scholarshıp should DaYy IO attention the flex- wıth the Church AS IT would be after hıs death 1n
ıbility of Paul; who Ways tried become Jew mind, startıng perhaps ın Phiılıpplans.

the Jews an non-Jew the non-Jews. He Undoubtedly, the author who letter
wanted and needed ftormulate hıs eology such 4S Ephesians Was important teacher of the
afresh for each LICW student, for dissenters an YSt CCNLUCYV Church: Ephesians 1S OLC of the MOST
OppONCNLIS, for high-ranking personalıities an for ımportant documents ın the New TLestament.
ordinary people, for beginners an for asters iın Could ItfSs author aVve wrıtten only thıs HIE letter
Paul’s teachings. plus maybe Colossians) äl afterwards disappear

turther iıllustration of thıs thesıis 15 that 1ın wıithout trace” It 15 much easier SUDDOSC that
the prison letters, above all In Philıpplans and Christ’s FIC and only apostle f the gentiles, Paul,;,
Timothy, 1L1CW words AaDPCaL that he had NOT WaSs the VOLY teacher of the IrSt CCHNLULY Church
sed in wrıiting before. TIhe proportion for hapax who Ephesians. hus conclude wıth the
legomena in Ephesians (1.45% of 24727) words), words of Klaus Berger, IThomas Weıifßenborn and
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Klaus Haacker Berger wrıtes: WCIC excluded from the debate ()I1
the authenticıty of the SUFrVIVINS etters of Panl.TIhe aASSESSMENT of Paul’s versatility should NOT

be limited priorl. though thıs might make 0)8 they cshould r least be downgraded signif1-
Cantiv.-IT easıer systematIıse, especlally for the later

theologian, IT might al1so ead considerable
underestimatıon of Paul’s ability change. Rüdiger Fuchs 15 the Pastor of the Evangelisch-
Since IT 1S ll Ialr of JjJudgement, when ıIn Lutherische TE 1ın Lensahn, Ostholstein,
doubt,; cshould In favour of the accused Germany.* RÜDIGER FUCHS ®  Klaus Haacker. Berger writes:  arguments were excluded from the debate on  the authenticity of the surviving letters of Paul,  The assessment of Paul’s versatility should not  be limited a priori. Although this might make  or they should at least be downgraded signifi-  Cantly.  it easier to systematise, especially for the later  theologian, it might also lead to a considerable  underestimation of Paul’s ability to change.  Rüdiger Fuchs is the Pastor of the Evangelisch-  Since it is all a matter of judgement, when in  Lutherische Kirche in 23738 Lensahn, Ostholstein,  doubt, one should vote in favour of the accused  Germany.  ... In my opinion there was no unified Pauline  theology ... There is no way around it, in Pauline  Endnotes  theology we perceive different approaches and  E. Weise, Paulus, Apostel Jesu Christi, Lehrer der  clusters.!?  Eberhard-  Gemeinden (Inaugural  Dissertation,  And I agree with Weißenborn:  Karls-Universität zu Tübingen 1997, unpublished).  According to the now widespread prejudice of  Michael Theobald, ’Der Epheserbrief” in M. Ebner  & S. Schreiber (eds), Einleitung in das Neue  F.C. Baur, primitive Christianity in the entire  Mediterranean basin ‘developed’ in a relatively  Testament (Stuttgart: Kohlhammer, 2008) 410-  uniform manner, from the unordered Jesus  418; also e.g. Udo Schnelle, Einleitung in das Neue  Testament (UTB 1830; Göttingen: Vandenhoeck &  movement to an “‘early Catholic’ church, with  Ruprecht °2007) 343-357; Ingo Broer, Einleitung  its foundations of Scripture, office and tradi-  in das Neue Testament. Studienausgabe Bd. 1 +  tion. From a simple witness to Jesus, a complex  2 (Würzburg: . Echter., Verlag 2006) 2.515:518;  Christology developed. The Jewish Christian  Niebuhr, Grundinformationen, 250-253.  Guthrie, New Testament Introduction, 496-528;  church of Palestine was replaced by the Hellenist  Gentile church, including pagan conceptions of  Carson, Moo and Morris, Introduction, 305-316;  the gods. Separate house churches, with itin-  Hoehner, Ephesians.  Theobald, ‘Epheserbrief”, 410-418.  erant prophets travelling among them, grew  In Ephesians, eschatological ‘hope’ is only vaguely  into a hierarchical church with a superstructure  that bound them together. A feverish and this-  mentioned for well-taught Christians who know  everything about this topic (1:18, 2:2, 4:4) because  world critical expectation of Christ’s imminent  such ‘hope’ is no main theme; but in Galatians and  return was disappointed and the church turned  in Philemon eschatological ‘hope’ is not mentioned  är all.  more toward the world. Marriage, profession,  etc. became important. It is into this scheme  Eckstein, ’Auferstehung und gegenwärtiges Leben’,  that modern exegetes arrange their sources, not  8-23; esp. 2223 incl. fn 69 .70; 19 incl. fn 53.  See Klaus Haacker, ’Rezeptionsgeschichte und  according to historical, but rather to theologi-  cal criteria. It is then not considered quite so  Literarkritik: Anfragen an die communis opinio  zum Corpus Paulinum’, Theologische Zeitschrift 65  important and can easily be overlooked, if one  (2009) 224-225.  speaks of the theology or eschatology of ‘Paul’,  See Henri Chadwick, ’All IThings to all Men’,  even though the individual, uncontested letters  New Testament Studies 55  (1954)  261-275;  fail to offer us a uniform Paul.?°  Klaus Haacker, ‚Urchristliche Mission und kul-  turelle Identität: Beobachtungen zur Strategie  Last but not least Haacker rightly demands:  und Homiletik des Apostels Paulus’, Theologische  There are — as far as I know —- no reliable, empir-  Beiträge 2 (1988) 61-72; K. Köhler, ’Allen bin ich  ically based parameters for content uniformity  alles geworden, um auf jeden Fall einige zu retten’  and temporal stability of the theology of Paul!  (1 Kor 9,22b): Das Ende ‚des Paulus. und':der  Anfang der Kirche’ in R. Hoppe & K. Köhler (eds),  Arguments along this line presuppose a concept  of theology that is applicable at most to dog-  Das Paulusbild der Apostelgeschichte (Stuttgart:  matists ... [I] feel that the scholarly representa-  Kohlhammer 2009) 193-234.  I prefer the alternate translation of the phrase ‘to  tions of the theology of Paul have a tendency  control your own body’, as noted in the NRSV  to hyper- or gnesiopaulinism [italics his]. They  comments on 1 Thess 4:4.  over-emphasize certain key points, raising them  10  This problem contributed to (polemical?) formula-  as benchmarks against which the historical, doc-  tions like: an elder, bishop or genuine widow ‘must  umented Paul of the historical sources is to be  be someone who must be above reproach, married  measured ... It would be better if theological  only once (: Tit 1:5-6,1 Tim 3:22; 5:9X  40 * EIT 24:1In INY opınıon there 110 unılled Pauline
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