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Evangelical Historiography
May Hıstorian Legitimately ook for God’

Hand Church History?
Marınello

UMMARY
of how T I5 his theological and other assumptiıons

This Drovides qualified YC>S the of IT1AYy affect his historiography Ir he should he-
whether evangelical historian Cafl)l legitimately lo0k for ZAani that historians from different Darts of Christianity
the hand of (S06 Church history After noting that God CVEI] different evangelical historians) IMaY indeed SPEE the
I5 the aster and creator of history, pneumatological TeEaA- aclıve hand of God CaUsSINS particular historical OUut-
S(OTIS for his qualified yC> diIe Drovide | ımıts and CaU- COME hut for very different TEasSsOoNS Ultimately, while

Aare then reviewed IrS the evangelical historian evangelical historian IMaY SPeEeEe the hand of God Church
should noTt approac the interpretation of Church his- history, IT ikely only wil| be glimpse and I5 subject
LOrY ith triumphalist attitude Second he needs he EVISIT when 11NOTEe data I5 discovered

e  k

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG
anderer Hypothesen hewusst SIM un WIE diese

[ )iıeser Aufsatz beantwortet die Trage ob en evangelika- Geschichtsschreibung hbeeinflussen können |Jrıttens er
ler Historiker berechtigterweise nach der Hand (jottes sollte dessen eingedenk SIM dass Historiker dUus er-

der Geschichte Ausschau halten darf MI YUd- schiedlichen Lagern der Christenheit oder dUus$s
Iıfizierten ‚Ja Nach der einführenden Feststellung, dass unterschiedlichen evangelikalen Lagern) durchaus die
(;Ol err und Schöpfer der Geschichte IST werden DMNEU- tatıge Hand ( ‚ottes als Urheber hbestimmten his-
matologische Giründe für dieses Ja angeführt annn folgt torischen Ergebnisses wahrnehmen doch dies
CIM Untersuchung der renzen und Vorsichtsmalsregeln AaUs Banz unterschiedlichen Gründen Und schließlic

diesem Bereich rstens der evangelikale Historiker Auch WEeEeTlN der evangelikale Historiker die Hand (‚ottes
sollte nicht mMI triumphalistischen Haltung der Geschichte sehen Maß, ird dies vermutlich
die Interpretation der Kirchengeschichte herange- 1Ur eln flüchtiger lic SCIN, der he| umfangreicherer
hen weınltfens ß 111USS sich SEINeEeTr theologischen und Datenlage auch welterer UÜberprüfung bedarf.

KESUMEF enNsune eifre CONSCIENT de I9 anlere dont S5eE5 DOSsItIONS
theologiques autres Deuvent Orıenter demarche

Cet OUVFase apporte Ur  > ICDOTMISE 11UaNcee 1a I faut EIICOTE SaVOIT YJUE des historiens autres confes-
de SaVOIT historien evangelique peut legi- chretiennes (OU [MNEerNe autres historiens CVaANSE-

chercher discerner Ia [aln de 1eu dans iques) OIr actıon divine MM Ia de
histoire de Eglise A souligne UUC I1eU est lE

eTt le maıtre de histoire auteur dVarlCce des [ al-
te| te| aboutissement dans I’histoire [Nals DOUT des
[alsOns tres differentes de celles YUf --MMNeme C6

SONS pneumatologiques DOUT justifier 1CDOTMNSE DOSI- GETNET. Enfin, f Est Tdl JuUuE historien evangelique Deut
iIve 11UancCcee ndique ensune les imites de cel discerner I9 [Nall) de leu dans histoire de Eglise,
el les DreCautions rendre. JTout abord, ’historien SEra JUuE de [NaNrlleTe fugitive el 1018 appreclation SCra

evangelique doit garder Un  (D attitude triomphaliste suJjette fonction de decouvertes de 11O0U-
dans SOM Interpretation de ’histoire de Eglise. doit velles donnees historiques
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FVANGELICAL HISTORIOGRAPHY

Introduction Dart by the Organıc ınk through the ayıng ON of
hands ın the SUCCESSION of bıshops from the tiım: ofFExodus 232 and record the renewal of the

Mosaıiıc Covenant after the faılures of the natıon the apostles untiıl today.“ If the reader from
of Israel AN they worshipped the golden calf. These 11 of the Orthodox churches and especlally the
ECVENLS of aılure and renewal ftollow the record Russıan Orthodox Church the aılure of nıdelity

by the Roman Catholic Church 15 confirmed ıIn theÖf the miraculous deliverance of Israel from 400
of bondage ın Egypt (EX 7/:4-5, 1212 At fall of the YrSt Rome for heresy, an the al

the iınhıdel? of the second Rome (Byzantıum) forthıs Juncture, Moses looks the Lord for proof tryıng reunıte wıth the ret Rome Ihe subse-that he has indeed ftound favour 1ın hıs sıght AAal
asks, ‘“Please cshow HIC VOUTr glOrVy (Ex 33:18)- shattering and fragmenting of the estern
Wırth thıs event 4S background, COMNIC the Church 45 result of the Protestant Reformation

15 AS further evidence of the faılures of thequestlon, “Whart Call al evangelical CXpPCCL SCC Roman Catholic Church If the reader 11CS fromwhen he examınes Church history?”® Specifically,
Aall evangelıcal historian legitimately ook for of the Protestant denominatıions, and

especlally from TI wiıth ‘gathered’ ecclesiology,“God’s hand 1n Church history? While thıs 15 NOT the ailure of both the Roman Catholic and the
1CW 1SSUC, this 15 Aall appropriate VCI ddress Orthodox churches INAaYy be traced theır epar-IT again.“

Before proceeding, definition and disclosure FÜr from New Testament teachings regardıng the
and practice of the Gospel. Accordingly,AI C 1n order. Fırst, Aall evangelical 1S defined ere A depending from whıich pDart of Christianıity 11Cwho manıfests the characteristics of Al

evangelıcal 4S commonly defined Dy Bebbington’s „ faılures ATC readıly in the other SCC

t10NS, if NOT ın ne’Ss  2 WI1 4S ell
‘quadrılateral of priorities’, namely, “ CONVEISLONASM, In addıtion these divergent VICWS Of: faıl
the belief that Iıves eed be changed; aActıv1sSm, Uurc, however, there AT simılar VIECWS regardıngthe eXpression of the gospel ın CiOrt:; biblıcısm,
particular regard for the ‚r and what MaYy be the faılures of the Church. For example, almost

within twenty-first CCNLUFY Chrıistianıtycalled CrUCLCENTVLSM, STrESS ()I1 the sacrıfıce of looks wıth dıisdaın Aat the Inquisition’s persecutionChrist 0)8! the Cross_.?> Second, thıs 15 wrIit- Of ike Galıleo for supporting hehlocentric
TEn from al evangelical perspective. Thus, this 15 SYSTICEM 4S opposed geocentrIic unıverse;
A cshort study of the feasıbilıty of A particular h1is- chun favourable 16 W of the CIa of the Christian
torıcal method which orıginates OUL of A particular Crusades:; and SOTINC chrink back from the Varıo0us
SCZMECNLT of Christianity.

Returning the ATlier al hand, whart ECI-
church-state allegiances IC aVe C ogrief
ın the Roman Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant

erally 1S when 11C examınes the history f traditions.?
the Church? Jesus saı1d ın Matthew 16:18, %l 11l
buılld IV Church, and the of hell 111 NOT

The Bibleprevaıl agalnst Ir O study Church history, then,
15 study the outworking of this promise. he Nonetheless, should Aall evangelical be able
second PCISON ÖT the Irınıty saı1d he ll estabh- study Church history and seeck the face of God,
ısh something and he guUaAraNLCCS ItSs unassaılable detect 11S hand at work in the unfolding history of
endurance. When HIC examınes Church histOrYy, hıs Church? If so, why Call such seemingly a-
however, what actually 1S encountered? he CX A ZSCOUS claım be made”? Naft possible SUuppOrt tor
iner quickly becomes enveloped Dy the I1LAalıYy Al such d posıition Call be found? IThe ANISWCT 1S found

ıIn the inerrant revelatıon of the character annoteworthy ailures of the followers of Jesus Christ
reflect hıs teachings and values. nhaf CONStI- conduct of God: IT 1S tound ın the Bıble Io find

faılure? hat depends ON the examıner. Ur quest1Oons, then, eed consult
For example, f the hıstori1an from TI Dal- the FEXT As thıs 15 done, All ımportant observatıon
ticular background, ailure INAaYy be found in the 15 ıIn order.
insıstence of the Reformers and other early rebels GOod 15 both the Master an CTGAFOTr of history.
NOT be under the authority of SANCLA arl Barth NOTES that c  there 15 al element ıIn 1C
ecclesıa. Trom thiıs perspective, the Lord left only | all historYy | 15 immediate God and immediately
He Church, the ONC, holy, apostolic and Roman posited by Hım). Accordingly, all historical study
Catholic Church, whose ndelity 15 guaranteed ıIn becomes “soulless and intolerable? when God’s
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perspective 15 NOT accepted €j8 considered.!® G0d In the history of hıs Church IThe INnception
More sımply DUXL; God 15 the maker of the world of the Church Was the result of the aptısıng work
AS well AS the maker of time nclude the unfold- of the Holy Spirıt, AS recorded 1ın Acts 2 thıs CVENT
Ing of ItSs A ItSs master.!! hroughout bound the early believers and then subsequent
the Old Testament find examples of hıs AaCtIV- believers Into 8ı body. Nonetheless, evangelical
Ity In the histOry of Israel Further, the incarna- historians CAaNNOT claım free ACCECSS5 the myster1€es
t10N of the Lord Jesus, ( As  de 11C nas called IT the of the act1ons of God 1ın hıs Church; they AIC st1il]
Intemporisation, recorded ın the New Testament, inners post-Justification and they stil] suffer COI=

clearly demonstrates God who 1S actıve In N1IS ruption of their faculties 45 result (Rom / As
creation.'* Repeatedly throughout the Old and Arft! ell>
New JTestaments, God declares that the PUrDOSC man’s baptısm wıth the Holy Spirıt, theof hıs act10ons 1S bring olory himself (C:g the
Exodus KEx 9:14, 102 LUES: the humiıliation beginning of the 1L1CW Christian ıfe 15 and

remaıns real beginning. It 15 NOT perfect. it 15and exaltatiıon of the Lord Jesus: Phil 2:7-10 Hıs NOT self-sufhicient, definitive, complete. It 15outworkıing of hıs happens ın orderly
fashıon which brings Slory hiımself (e:g

COMMENCEMECNLT which pOlNtSs orward the
future. I: 15 A take-off for the leap towards whatIsa Accordingly, the pomnt of discussion 15 1S NOT yeLr PrEeSsCNL. It 15 which involves

NOT whether God 15 purposeful an actıve In hıs- looking an stretching for future. For
LOIYy; the Bible clearly SaVS that he 15 AS °the Author
and Gulder of the world’s history from the begin-

those baptized wıth the Holy OSt, the old
has passed AWdY and the 11CW 15 already COmMINg.nng In fact, Claus Westermann rightly NOTES Nevertheless, thıs Carrıes wiıth It Forward Itthat °God’ deıity 15 shown be such by the COMN- intımates work IX SCS further.‘®tinulty of hıs actıon In History: ® he Lord God AS

aDr and ator of history challenges the
“idol xods and their worshiıppers OtN Practice
what has happened AS well AS USsSCcC thıs knowl-
edge predict the resultant, purposeful OUTCOME

I the above premi1ses ATC accepted, how might
thıs work In practice? What AIC WaVS ıIn which the(Isa 41:21-24).'° evangelıcal historian should approac study OT:
the history of the Church?

The PCISON Fırst, the evangelıcal hıstorian should NOT

Ihe question at hand, then, 15 whether ()I: NOT Al approach the interpretation of Church history
wıth triıumphalıst attıtude. Academic AITOSANCCevangelıcal historian Call detect God’s purposeful,

actıve hand when studyıng portion of that hıs- which pIts 11C Dart of Christianity agalnst another
LOTF V, the history of the Church. qualified VCS 15 15 neıther helpful ICI productive. nıle theologı-

cal distinctions ATC and should be held In accord-offered In dI1SWCT thıs question. SO how Can thıs
be? d1I1CC wıth nNe:6  z CONVICt1ONS, the interpretation of

Fırst, the evangelıcal 15 indwelrt by God the Holy hand In Church history 15 ESS OPCH
Spiırıt (Jn 14:16-17/; Cior 9-20) hıs ndwell- definitive interpretation. Exactly why OLr how God

has acted In the post-apostolic GiIA 1S much ESsSsIng and simultaneous baptısm INnto the body of
Christ occurred AT the time of the believer’s Jus- precıse 1Ssue than, for example, interpreting the
tilcatıon (1 Cor 2158 eccondly, the evangeli- bıblical record CONcernıng Paul’s TCason for leav-
cal also benefits from the ılluminatıng work of Ing Titus ON Crete (Lit 1:5) Accordingly, ne’s  z

interpretation ofOd’s aCtHONS should NOT be sedthe indwelling Holy Spirıt. The ılluminating work
of the Holy Spirıt 1S defined CR 4S providing AdS cudgel wiıth which smash others CL AS

wısdom and understanding NOT Just when the FeXT card fung OI the table end debate he
evangelical historian should NOT be oullty of theof Scripture 15 consulted, but In liıfe’s S1IF-UAtTIONS In

general,; including the ACTS of God ıIn history. ‘” practice described 1ın the mıd-twentieth
hıs pneumatological aCt1VItYy the ndwell- by Cambridge professor Herbert Butterheld who

ing and baptısm along wıth the ılluminating work „
It W dsS ften noted ıIn the earlier decades of theof God the Holy Spiırıt underpins the CONVIC-

t1on that evangelıcal historian indeed has SOMMC present CCNLUFV how oreatly IT had become
Capacıty detect the active. purposeful hand of the habıt of Protestants hold SOMNC German
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scholar UD their sleeve different 11C As Davıd Bebbington noted, °‘Hıstorians
few but always preferably the latest HIC of equal integrity Call persist ın holding opposıte

an aTt the appropriate OMENTS strike the interpretations ofwhart actually happened.’*>
Un Wal y Philistine the head wıth thıs SGCTE CONTEMPOFANCOUS record of PLCSPDOIISCS of the
WCAaDON, the German scholar havıng decided ın partıcıpants In the Battle of the oyne provıdes all

Ainal AaALHaACGT whatever point might A GEn ıllustration of this principle. Just prior the for-
at 1Ssue ıIn controversy. ” matıon of the United Kıngdom of Great Brıtain

In 1707, Briıtain had her Glorious Revolution ofSecond, the evangelıcal hıstorian needs be
1688 Ihe Glorio0us Revolution WaSs Parlıiament’show his theological and other aSSUMpt1ONS

might affect hıs histori1o0graphy. In methodologi- overthrow of the Roman Catholıic Kıng James
cal primer OI1 the study of Church history, James 14 an hıs replacement Dy hıs Protestant daugh

ter. Mary, and her Dutch husband, Wıiılliam ofBradley and Rıchard Muller wrıte of the
CONCETINS of ohann Lorenz VO Mosheim, INan Orange. Kıng James I1 fled the COUNLL Y for
called the father of modern Church history France but returned later 1ın attcempt

regaın hıs throne the battlefield. Hıs attcemptMosheiım W ds acutely of the characteristic culmınated wiıth the am of the oyne in 1690,dangers that face the hıstorian such 4S anachro-
N1ISmM, undue POVEGETITEHEGE for authority, and bias *© battle fought the Rıver oyne ın

Ireland Just north of Drogheda.“/ Both Roman
However, Bradley and Muller also OTe that Catholics an Protestants implored God for hıs
of Mosheim’s contemporarIes, havıng benefhitted hand or essing 4S the battle Was Joıned. Ihe
from hıs observations, Overreacted and WEeENT OIl OUTCOME W d the VICtOrYy of the Protestant forces

develop tor the past 4S the result
Z

of Wılliam VCLI the Roman Catholıic forces of
of theır WIN methodological “enlıghtenment James Ir Ihe Protestants WEeIC jubilant; 4S VICtO-
Perhaps prominent example of the negatıve r10US Wılliam rode Into Dublin, they Tar about
ffects of theologıcal aSssumptiOons might be the shouting and embracing 11C another and bless-
outlook of the prodig10us Church historian, Ing God for hıs wondertul deliverance 4S if they
Kenneth Scott Latourette. While INManYy applaud had been alıve from the dead’.*$ Further, Wılliam
the valuable contributions Latourette made the WEeEeNnT Dublin’s St Patrick’s Cathedral an heard
study of Church history 1n the twentieth CCNLUF V, SCTMM1ON preached by the Dean of the athedral,;
SOMIC Aa less complimentary ofhıs historiographi- IIr Wılliam Kıng, on the deliverance which
cal assumptions. As John Hannah Al the end God had wrought for the Church? * How dıd
of engthy crıtique of Latourette’s work, the Roman atholıc Church respond? Te deums
S COTrY of history stands contested WEeEIC offered in the Roman Catholic cathedrals
foundations. Hıs defence ofa visually VICtOFT10US, öf Vıenna and throughout the realm of the Holy
moral church 15 wıthout historic, theological Roman Emperor Al hıs behest. Pope Alexander
valıdation; hıs progressivism reflects nıneteenth- VE 15 alleged ave He special 11ASS in Rome
CCHLULY histori1c1sm; and hıs Christianity 15 a  ng God for hıs hand ın the x00d OUTCOME

an ‘had St Peter’s outlined ın AF of elebra-veıled pletistic moralısm.“*
Ihus, the evangelıcal hıstori1an should work LOCr V candles!?$' How Call this be? Why would the

eliminate hıs party prejudices’, be of "party Roman Catholic Church thank God for the VIC-
COrY of the Protestant Kıng ıllıam TIhe Catholıicpreferences’ and adopt attiıtude akın that eaders thanked God that the French 16 forcesfound In Mosheim’s introduction N1IS multivol-

S work An Ecclesıiastical History:“® under James 11 had lOst, because thıs WaSs “4inal
triıuumph of 1 ou1ls’s European enemies.?$

It would etray Aall unpardonable assumption The PODC did NOT further spread of Gallıcan
In imagıne, that* EVANGELICAL HISTORIOGRAPHY ®  scholar up their sleeve — a different one every  reasons. As David Bebbington noted, ‘Historians  few years but always preferably the latest one  of equal integrity can persist in holding opposite  — and at the appropriate moments strike the  interpretations of what actually happened.’?®  unwary Philistine on the head with this secret  A contemporaneous record of responses of the  weapon, the German scholar having decided in  participants in the Battle of the Boyne provides an  a final manner whatever point might have been  illustration of this principle. Just prior to the for-  at issue in a controversy.'!?  mation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain  in 1707, Britain had her Glorious Revolution of  Second, the evangelical historian needs to be  1688. The Glorious Revolution was Parliament’s  aware how his theological and other assumptions  might affect his historiography. In a methodologi-  overthrow of the Roman Catholic King James  cal primer on the study of Church history, James  II and his replacement by his Protestant daugh-  ter, Mary, and her Dutch husband, William of  E. Bradley and Richard A: Muüller write of the  concerns of Johann Lorenz von Mosheim, a man  Örange.”° King James II fled the country for  called the father of modern Church history:  France but returned two years later in an attempt  to regain his throne on the battlefield. His attempt  Mosheim was acutely aware of the characteristic  culminated with the Battle of the Boyne in 1690,  dangers that face the historian such as anachro-  nism, undue reverence for authority, and bias.*°  a battle fought near the River Boyne in eastern  Ireland just north of Drogheda.?”” Both Roman  However, Bradley and Muller also note that many  Catholics and Protestants implored God for his  of Mosheim’s contemporaries, having benefitted  hand of blessing as the battle was joined. The  from his observations, overreacted and went on  outcome was the victory of the Protestant forces  to develop a contempt for the past as the result  321  of William over the Roman Catholic forces of  of their own methodological ‘enlightenment  .  James II. The Protestants were jubilant; as victo-  Perhaps a’ prominent example of the negative  rious William rode into Dublin, they ‘ran about  effects of theological assumptions might be the  shouting and embracing one another and bless-  outlook of the prodigious Church historian,  ing God for his wonderful deliverance as if they  Kenneth Scott Latourette. While many applaud  had been alive from the dead’.?® Further, William  the valuable contributions Latourette made to the  went to Dublin’s St. Patrick’s Cathedral and heard  study of Church history in the twentieth century,  a sermon preached by the Dean of the Cathedral,  some are less complimentary of his historiographi-  Dr William King, ‘on the great deliverance which  cal assumptions. As John Hannah wrote at the end  God had wrought for the Church’.” How did  of a lengthy critique of Latourette’s work,  the Roman Catholic Church respond? 7e deums  [H]is theory of history stands upon contested  were offered in the Roman Catholic cathedrals  foundations. His defence of a visually victorious,  of Vienna and throughout the realm of the Holy  moral church is without historic, theological  Roman Emperor at his behest.®® Pope Alexander  validation; his progressivism reflects nineteenth-  VT is alleged to have held a special mass in Rome  century historicism; and his Christianity is a  thanking God for his hand in the good outcome  and ‘had St. Peter’s outlined in a blaze of celebra-  veiled pietistic moralism.*”  Thus, the evangelical historian should work to  tory candles!’®! How can this be? Why would the  eliminate his ‘party prejudices’, be aware of “party  Roman Catholic Church thank God for the vic-  tory of the Protestant King William? The Catholic  preferences’ and adopt an attitude akin to that  leaders thanked God that the French allied forces  found in Mosheim’s introduction to his multivol-  ume work An Ecclesiastical History:?  under James II had lost, because this was a “‘final  triumph of Louis’s [XIV] European enemies.’  It would betray an unpardonable assumption  The pope did not want a further spread of Gallican  in me to imagine, that ... I have never fallen  ideas such as found in the Declaration of Gallican  into any mistakes, or let any thing drop from  Tiberties of 1682 or for Lows XIV to be able  my pen, which stands in need of correction.**  to threaten the Papal States militarily, as he had  Third, the evangelical historian should be  threatened the lands of other members of the  conscious that historians from different parts of  League of Augsburg.*® Perhaps the pope also did  Christianity (or even different evangelical histori-  not want a return to the days when the papacy was  ans) may see the active hand of God as causing a  controlled by the French as it had been in the days  particular historical outcome but for very different  of Avignon Papacy; he did not want a return to  EJIT 24:1 * 45aVe HEGVEGI allen ideas such AS found ın the Declaratıon of Gallican
Into anı V mistakes, let anı Y thing drop from 1Liberties of 1682 OT for LOuIls MN be able
INY PCH, 1C stands 1ın eed of correction.“* threaten the Papal States milıtarıly, d he had
Thırd, the evangelical historian should be threatened the lands Ol other members of the

CONSCIOUS that hıstorlans from different Parts of League of Augsburg.*° Perhaps the POPDC also dıd
Christianity (Oor different evangelical histori- NOT FELUTrN the days when the DADAaCY W d

ans) INaYy CC the actıve hand of God AWN Causıng controlled by the French aASs 1T had been ıIn the days
particular historical OUtTCOmME but for VCLY dıifferent of Avıgnon Papacy; he did NOT
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what Was called the Babylonian Captıvity of the willing ollect addıtional empiırıcal aa an
Church. Likewise, the Holy Roman Emperor Was reVvISIt ItSs interpretation.®° Thus, healthy OSeEe of
xlad SC off 11C ofhıs signıificant polıtical- humıilıty 15 In order for the evangelical historian In
milıtary vals Ihus,; both Protestant and Roman the interpretive PTOCCSS. hıs remiıinder should be
Catholic interpreters noted hand AS the MC consiıdered periodically because academic hubriıs
who ralses up and brings OWN kings and kiıngdoms Call invade the of historical writing. As
(Dan Z ZU Both WCIC OM much chakier ground, Butterhield > “IThere eXIStS In historical WwrIt-
however, AS they Sa  S the VICtOrYy of Wılliam Ing all ADPCATFANCEC of definitiveness an final-
James either d Od’s certaın of approva
for Briıtain’s brand of Protestantism OTr A Od’s

Ity IC 15 Al optical illusion.?®  / O1INg further,
George Marsden SdVS,condemnatıion of France’s subjugate

Roman Catholicism. Nonetheless, Can
My ıdeal for Christian scholarshıp 1S NC that

wıth Ronald Wells that NOT only looks for the bearing of one’s Christian
CONVICtTIONS OI ne’Ss  2 academic thought, but

T he Batrtle of the Boyne | ranks along wıth also reflects SOTIINNC Christian attıtudes that shapeTours, where, In PE Christian forces under the LONEC of Nne’s  7 scholarship.“®Charles artel had stopped the advance
of Islam Into Europe. It 1S possible that
Catholicısm might ave been restored unıver- Conclusion
sally and Protestantism margıinalızed had EVENTS hıs began wıth Moses makıng the FEQUCSLturned urt dıfferently ıIn central Ireland In the GE glory. Ihe Lord responded,spring and SUMmMMer of 1690 ** L will make al IV ZOo0Odness PDaSsS before YVOU andven lacking certainty, however, Al evangelı- ll proclaım before yOU Nanlc “Ihe LOord?”cal historian 1S (A(MTOCS o0k for the actıve hand

of God In the history Al hıs Church: and thus
And ll be ZraCIOUS whom ll be Sıa

Inquıire about the PULDOSC of these aCt1O0NSs. :3 ask CIOUS, and 111 cshow ON whom l show
But, he sald, VOU CaNnNOT SCC INY faCce: forwhy God has purpose OLr Hlowed something INan 1OT SCC and lıve. (ExX 35:19—20)happen should be the question of ALLYy evangelıcal

Christian In realm. The study of Church his- SO Moses ZOL d glimpse of the Lord God d he
passed DYy, glimpse which caused hım bow hısLOTrYV 1S NOT domaın which lıes beyond thıs YJUCS-

t1on because evangelical Christians should always head an worshiıp (EX 34:8). Hıs reqUCST SCC

ask this LypC of question for the of under- God Was MeL wıth SUCCCSS, albeit only partıal d he
MHMeEVeEr SCCS the face of God In simılar fashion, thestandıng God an being contftormed hıs image evangelıcal historian should seeck SCC the actıveCR Cor :10-13).

hen In the PFrOCCSS should the evangelıcal hıs work of God In the history ofhıs C HUurch; and iıke
orlan ook for purposeful han  > however? Moses, almost certainly 11l CT only gliımpse f

thıs aCt1VILY. hat glimpse SCCH, the evangelıcal his-hıs 15 est accomplished ar the end of Dar-
ticular historical INqUIrY. The what needs be torlan hould bow hıs head In worship AdS he trıes
addressed before the So what 00d hıstorlans, enuncIlate others this glimpse of 0d’s PDUFL-
evangelıcal OTr NOL, do NOLT and should NOT approach poseful AGTIS 1n the history of his Church.
al investigation wıth front-loaded determination
of OUTCOMEC Or PUrDOSC. hıs O€es NOT 1gnore the IIr Marıinello 1$ Professor of Systematic
fact that A1ll evangelıcal historian’s choice of tOPIC, An Hıstorical Theology AT Iyndale Theological

Seminary, Badhoevedorp, Netherlandsquestions posed, an theories of academiı1c INquiry
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