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Master Jan Hus Obedience Resistance
Jan L19us

UMMARY
work from severa| sides: after sketch of his tiıme and

This OCUSES aster Jan (John, ohannes) Hus SOTTIE biographical data, TeVIEW the church’s sıtuation
(  } the ZeC theologian and reformer who at the time of Hus and his struggle. We escrıDe his STaYy
Wads condemned ea DY the medieval oman CAth- In Southern Bohemia and his treatment at Constance;
olic Church and burned al the stake ın CConstance inally, look al Hus’ maın theological emphases
July 6, 141 9 that IS 600 dO his yCAdrl. VWe Wil! look including his persona!| understanding of Vvocatıo Interna
SE the theme of ‘’obedience (l resistance In his lıfe and el externa

ASSUNG eıner kurzen IZze des zeitgenössischen Hintergrunds
und einiger biographischer aten wenden wır UNS der

[ dieser Artikel konzentriert sich auf Meilster Jan Hus Situation der Kirche S AAT: eıt VOIN Hus un seınem amp
(1371-1415), tschechischer eologe und Reformator, für die Erneuerung Kirche ugleic geben WIr eiIne
der VoOoN der mittelalterlichen Römisch-katholischen kurze Beschreibung seInes Aufenthaltes In üdböhmen
Kirche ul 1415 In Oonstanz Zz7u Tode verurteilt un der Verhandlung sEeINES Falls In Oonstanz Schlielßlic
und auf dem Scheiterhaufen verbrannt wurde, also VOT richten wWIr Augenmerk auf Hus’‘ theologische

re In diesem Artike]l werden wIr das Thema Schwerpunkte einschließlich SEeINES Verständnisses eıner
Gehorsam oder Widerstand In seınem | eben un Werk vocatıo interna et vocatıo Exierna innere und äußere
VOT)] unterschiedlichen Blickwinkeln hetrachten: Nach erutTung].

y.q  l e  ..

RESUME
bhref eXpose SUr ’epoque de Hus el Uune presenta-

ette tude s’Interesse Maitre ean Hus 1371-141 5), tion d’elements biographiques, considere quelle etait
I9 condition de ’Eglise et que! ete E combat de Hustheologien tcheque ET reformateur, qU!I fut condamne

MO Dar ’Eglise catholique Oomanmne el br  I Vitf decrit SO seJour dans lE sud de Ia Boheme el qU!
Constance 1E juillet 1415, i| exactement 600 ans U1 est advenu C onstance considere entfin les DOoInNts
ceite annee. |’auteur considere, SOUS divers angles, DIINCIPaUX de theologie, notammen comprehen-
UUE Ia VIEe et ’ceuvre de Hus Deuvent 110U0U5$ apprendre SION personnelle de Ia vocatıon nterne el de Ia VOCalıon
SUr Ia question C obeissance resistance » pres externe

Three 1C4SO1NS for choosing Jan Hus‘ Reformatıon In Bohemia and Oravıa really began
My fArst reason for payıng attention Hus 15 the CCENTUFY earlier than IT dıd ın the other Europecan
fact that Jan Hus, ike Dietrich Bonhoeffer, countrıies’
hıs ıfe in the church’s MINISTTY: In preaching, DaS- Ihe second [CASOIN for choice 1S that Hus’
toral Cal' rel1g10us educatıon and teaching Al the theological and sOcC1al] emphases WEIC also stud-
Charles Universıty ın Prague. All hıs actıvıtles WEeIC ied AT secondary chools and theological facul-
directed the restoration of the medieval church t1es during the CI of the cCOMMUNIST regıme in
an: sOCIlety ON the hasıs of Word Therefore, Czechoslovakia. At high schools instruction COIMN-

the Czech ecologıan Lochman Cal Sd y that °*the centrated Hus’ lingulstic contributions the
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improvement of the COCzech language and ON hıs After hıs refurn he started ecture 24 the 11n
sOc1a] struggle agalnst the riches an luxury of the versity, and ıIn 1400 he Was ordaıned priest. In
medieval clergy, prelates and bishops. Ihe teach- the wıinter SsSCMESTET of Jzl he became
INg at theological faculties largely ocused OM Hus’ Dean ofthe Faculty ofArts in FLaQUeE. Beginning
homıiletics, hermeneutics and catechesis, because In March 1402;, he Was for than ten YCals
these directed al the spırıtual and soc1al actıve 4S preacher Aat the Bethlehem Chapel
enewal|l of church and SOCIETY, and they In Prague which had en established 1ın 1391
acceptable for the COMMUNIStT reeime. wıth the CXDICSS stipulatıon that the word of

However, these theological, sOoclal, preach- God hould be proclaimed 1n the ZEeC lan-
Ing and teaching actıvıtles WCEIC Jlackıng broadly Qguage.?

ecumenı1cal Christian theological dialogue OSEC wh listened Hus’ in theabout Jan Hus’ theological legacy. hıs dialogue
only egan after the fall of the Iron Curtaıin ıIn the Bethlehem Chapel between 140) and 141) WEIC

DOOL people, students, wealthy RC cıtızens andEuropean COMMUNISt countrıies 1n 1989 hat 15 craftsmen; OCCaslonally members of the nobilitywhy In 1995 four VCAars after that CVCNL, the three appeare @ hıs SCIIL11O1S as well, courtierstheological faculties AaTt the Charles Universıity In
Prague took the inıtlatıve Organıse all

of Kıng Wenceslaus IV, and GVEnNn Sophıe
Sofla herself listened the words of the localinternatıional ecumenı1cal conference AT Bayreuth preacher. Hus became well-known, popularIn Germany @)}B]1 the theological legacy of Jan

Hus AdS reformer. Partiıcıpants at thıs conference and influential preacher of word through-
WCEIC theologians of the Catholic, Protestant and OUT of Bohemia. In hıs theological emphases

Hus tollowed reform which hadussıte theologıical faculties In Prague AS ell AS begun ıIn the ftourteenth CCNLUFY wiıth Konrad VONCXPCITS from the Czech Academy of Sciences and
number of Protestant, atholıc an evangelıcal Waldhauser, Jan Milic of >N  \  -  > and Mathıias of

believers. TIhe maın theme of the conference WaSs Janov’.® hıs suggestion 15 confirmed by the fact
that Hus compared and measured the daily ıfeJan Hus LG Epochs, AtLi0ns and Confessions;

ItSs findings and conclusions published In of the Christians and the church representatives
C and In German.* Dy the Holy Scriptures 4S the only valıd spiırıtual,

moral and sOc1al for both Church Al SOCI1-IThe thırd C4SON for choosing Hus 1S the fact
Cthat the Charles Universıity In Prague and the

Czech Academy of SCIENCE, together wıth other The church Jan Hus’ timeunıversities an Chrıistian communıitıes ıIn Europe The SE church hıstorian ydıe Cejpovä empha-and all NVe.: the WOT.| IN Organısıng signifcant
celebrations ON the OCCasıon of the annıver- S1ZES that Master Jan Hus Was personally deeply
Sar Y of the death of Hus ıIn 2015 hocked Dy the siıtuatıon In the church al hıs time,

because ‘he Sa that there WEIC unfaıithful
shepherds who led people perdition’.‘ Another38 Bırth, studies and OCcupatıon

Jan Hus 1$ ONC of the MOST Outstandıng and leadiıng church hıstorian at the ussıte Theological
important personalıties In C7zech hIistory. He Was Faculty, Jan AR A  aASC characterises the S1ıtuatıon of

the church Aat that tiıme thusOrn about 1371 in the Out Bohemian village
of usıinec. He received elementary and second- TIhe church of those times had become e
AL Y educatıiıon In the of Prachatice and sub- larızed and ıIn ITalıYy decadent the
sequently continued hıs studies at the Charles W and authority of the had declined,
Unıiversity ıIn Prague, where he received d bach and there WL LW rıval PODPCS, 11C ıIn Rome
elor’s degree In 13953 and three later I11as- and He in Avıgnon. Varıous reforming
ter’s degree d ell Hus Iıved during the reign of tendencIıies emerged in all of EKurope.
Kıng enceslaus of Bohemia wh; succeeded TIhe concılıiar MOVEMENT denıed papal author-
hıs father, Charles (  -1  6 known AS Ity and wanted transfer 1T an ecumenı1cal
the TEn Kıng and Holy Roman Emperor, an councıl.* JAN LiGuS ®  improvement of the Czech language and on his  After his return he started to lecture at the uni-  social struggle against the riches and luxury of the  versity, and in 1400 he was ordained priest. In  medieval clergy, prelates and bishops. The teach-  the winter semester of 1401-1402 he became  ing at theological faculties largely focused on Hus’  Dean of'the Faculty ofArts in Prague. Beginning  homiletics, hermeneutics and catechesis, because  in March 1402, he was for more than ten years  these were directed at the spiritual and social  active as a preacher at the Bethlehem Chapel  renewal of church and society, and they were  in Prague which had been established in 1391  acceptable for the communist regime.®  with the express stipulation that the word of  Howenver, all these theological, social, preach-  God should be proclaimed in the Czech lan-  ing and teaching activities were lacking a broadly  guage.*  open ecumenical Christian theological dialogue  Those who listened to Hus’ sermons in the  about Jan Hus’ theological legacy. This dialogue  only began after the fall of the Iron Curtain in the  Bethlehem Chapel between 1402 and 1412 were  poor people, students, wealthy Czech citizens and  European communist countries in 1989. That is  craftsmen; Occasionally members of the nobility  why in 1993, four years after that event, the three  appeared to hear his sermons as well, courtiers  theological faculties at the Charles University in  Prague took the initiative to organise an open  of King Wenceslaus IV, and even queen Sophie  (Sofia) herself listened to.the words of the local  international ecumenical conference at Bayreuth  preacher. Hus soon became a well-known, popular  in Germany on the theological legacy of Jan  Hus as a reformer. Participants at this conference  and influential preacher of God’s word through-  were theologians of the Catholic, Protestant and  out all of Bohemia. In his theological emphases  Hus followed ‘a reform movement which had  Hussite theological faculties in Prague as well as  begun in the fourteenth century with Konrad von  experts from the Czech Academy of Sciences and  a number of Protestant, Catholic and evangelical  Waldhauser, Jan Milic of Kromeriz and Mathias of  believers. The main theme of the conference was  Janov’.° This suggestion is confirmed by the fact  that Hus compared and measured the daily life  Jan Hus among Epochs, Nations and Confessions;  its findings and conclusions were published in  of the Christians and the church representatives  Czech and in German.*  by the Holy Scriptures as the only valid spiritual,  moral and social norm for both Church and soci-  The third reason for choosing Hus is the fact  ety  that the Charles Uniwersity in Prague and the  Czech Academy of Science, together with other  2.2 The church at Jan Hus’ time  universities and Christian communities in Europe  The Czech church historian Lydie Cejpovä empha-  and all over the world, are organising significant  celebrations on the occasion of the 600th anniver-  sizes that Master Jan Hus was personally deeply  sary of the death of Hus in 2015.  shocked by the situation in the church at his time,  because ‘he saw that there were many unfaithful  shepherds who led people to perdition’.” Another  2.1 Birth, studies and occupation  Jan Hus is one of the most outstanding and  leading church historian at the Hussite Theological  important personalities in Czech history. He was  Faculty, Jan Läsek, characterises the situation of  the church at that time thus:  born about 1371 in the South Bohemian village  of Husinec. He received elementary and second-  The church of those times had become secu-  ary education in the town of Prachatice and sub-  larized and in many respects decadent  the  sequently continued his studies at the Charles  power and authority of the popes had declined,  University in Prague, where he received a bach-  and there were two rival popes, one in Rome  elor’s degree in 1393 and three years: later a mas-  and one in Avignon.  Various reforming  ter’s degree as well. Hus lived during the reign of  tendencies emerged in all parts of Europe.  King Wenceslaus IV of Bohemia who succeeded  The conciliar movement denied papal author-  his father, Charles IV (1346-1378), known as  ity and wanted to transfer it to an ecumenical  the Czech King and Holy Roman Emperor, and  council. ... The powerful movement of Devotio  who was the founder of the Charles University in  moderna (the new devotion), inspired by the  Prague. Jan B. Läsek points to Hus’ good relation-  Dutchman Geert Groote (1340-1348), pro-  ship with Wenceslaus, with whom he ‘went on a  claimed the rebirth of man in Christ and spread  journey to France in 1397-1398’. Läsek continues:  into the Czech lands.®  50 * EIT 241Ihe powerfulÜof Devotıo
wh; Was the founder of the Charles Universıity 1n moderna (the L1 devotion), inspıred Dy the
Prague. Jan Läasek pO1Nts Hus’ 700d relation- Dutchman Geert Groote (  X PFO-sh1p wıth Wenceslaus, wıth whom he “‘went ON claımed the ebirth of I11lall in Christ an spread
Journey France In Yr2908° Lasek continues: INnto the PE lands ®
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ASTER JAN HUuSs ( )BEDIENCE OR KESISTANCE

Hus preached the word of God ıIn the Bethlehem end the PTOCCSS agalnst hım In hıs INCSSaASZC, the
Chapel an hanks hıs important pOSIt1ONS AdS archbishop ‘complained spread of Wyclifism

both 1n Bohemia and Moravıa, claımıng that ITpriest and unıversity teacher he could influence
the entire Czech public wıth hıs biblical had infected the hearts of INaN V, and requested

authority proceed agalnst It In LCSDONSC, the
DODC issued bull! that requested the archbishopHus’ theological Orientation 4an his forbid that AI1Y preachers would preach-efforts reform the medieval church Ing Or talkıng people ıIn other locatıons than

Jan Hus’ theology Was deeply influenced by the ın the cathedral churches, parısh churches, 111ONAaSs-

well-known British philosopher and theologian terles 1ın their cemeterIies. hıs papal regulation
Jan Wyclıffe (Oor Wyrclıf; -1  X whose WYTIt- Hus refused obey because he considered 1T be
Ings egan circulate In Bohemia at the begin- InconsIıstent wıth the fact that Jesus had preached
nıng of the Hifteenth CCHELT . LAsek STATES that In al] places and had hıs disciples Into al] the

TIThe maın polnts ın them aVve Al influence ON world, according Matthew 28  S
Hus WEeEIC the fervent desıre establish order 1n COn December 20, 1409, the DODC issued
the church an the criticısm of the actual bull 1C stated that MOST of Wyrcliffe s works
of the church WEeEIC heretical 1t authorized archbishop Zbynek

appomt ix-member cCommıssıon examıneHus had SLTONS VIEWS on the ack of order ın the Wyrcliffe’s OOKs, which he then had CINOVCchurch, C had ST TST LW and later three
popes Hus W as also from the CYCS of the „aithful He Was also required

uUuprOOL Wyclifism from the COUNLLY an
enthusıiastıc about Wyclıf s VIECW that the church punısh all who would be ftound professing c  these
15 A invısıble COMMUNItY preordained for sal- damnable heresies’. The bull reached Zbynek OIl
vatıon |numerum praedestinatorum| an that
if the visıble church 1S NOT capable of lıving iın

d I 1410, but he dıd NOT make IT publıc
until the usual June meeting synod, Juneaccordance with the Gospel 0)8! ItSs OW:! then 1 1410 few days later, Hus preachedthe secular authorities should reSTOre order. in IC he charged the prelates wıth being 1MOTC

TIhe worldly authorities WEeEIC qualified tor thıs task audacıous than Christ himself, wh: sa1d that °“He
Dy their moral qualıities, Hus thought. He WasSs Judges 110 HE whıile they are'‘: condemn
also attracted Dy Wyclıif s WdY of inkiıng because Wyclıfs works and forbade under paın of-
the philosophical an theological of the mMmunıcatıon preaching In chapels’‘ .“
INCECN WEeEIC siımılar. Later in that S”AadmIlle VCar 1410, the archbishop

ordered Wycliffe’s [070) be burned. Hus PTFO-.1 Hus 4an the archbishop tested agalnst thıs In hıs CTIL1NONS an AS COH-=
At first, the archbishop of Prague, Zbynek aJlc WaSs anathematısed DYy the archbishop
of Hazemburg, supported Hus and he twıce Hus’ the archbishop  S ban Call be
appointed 1m AS preacher Al CONSICS ofclergy found ın of hıs On June 2  . 1410,
of the Archdiocese ın Prague. Hus enjJoyed the he preached ON Luke 5: 1 in the Bethlehem Chapel
SUppOrL of the archbishop during the 14053- where, AI ON other thıings,
1408, but when disputes NC Wyrcliffe started AT he pointed OUutL, ISt of all that Jesus preachethe Universıity 1n Prague, Hus’ Ss1tuatıon began standing Dy the ake Gennesareth, thus dem-
change As IT happened, SOTINC ZEeC WCEIC Onstrating that preaching could take placedefending Wyclıffe while others made hım ut
be heretic. anywhere, though the Pharısees and the

scribes Oopposed it 12Matthew Spinka explains that Ar thıs time H1ve
Hus called the church leaders of hıs time “scribes’students of. Prague Universıty SCNT Al appeal andthe cardınals Öf the councıl that Was meeting Al

182 (Marc 25 1409 “ENeyY utiliızed thıs other- Because WL scribes desire the SaINC, command-
Ing that there be preaching iın chapels,WISE trıvial OCCcasıon PUut OIl Archbıshop

Zbynek, and inıtiated legal proceedings agalnst such 4S had ecn approved by the apostolic
hım But the archbishop Was fearful of the OUT- authority, therefore 1 wishing obey God
COMC and Canonısts 1Sa ANNOUNCE rather than INCN, an contorm the ACTS
hıs submıissıon PDODC Alexander V requesting Aall of Christ rather than theirs, appeal from thıs
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wrongful command YSTt of all God, whom would help the PODC finance hıs WAar agalnst the
belongs the princıpal authority grant the Kıng of Naples. Hus wanted be obedient the
W preach d |aw of Christ, he stOoOQd Tm 1ın his resistance
After the ban ON preaching and the condem- agalnst thıs bull He considered this indulgence

trafhicking In rCpCNTLANCE and publıichy proclaiımednatıon of Wyrcliffe s books, Hus appealed DODC
Alexander ıIn 1410, but the meeting did NOT take that CVEN the POPC, £ he iıgnored the law of Christ,
place because the DODC died suddenly. Hus sub Was BGE worthy of obedience. Rıots broke OUuUtL ıIn

Prague; three YOUNS MICH, Jan artın and Stasek,sequently made al appeal the POPC, John
WCIC arrested and later executed. Jan Hus led theırXX but the meeting WaSs Y1OT positive for Hus.

After [WO turther unsuccesstful 4VE publıc funeral 4S Christian Martyrs OM July 140
audıences, Hus did NOT obey the command STOP 124197 Immediately after It, Prague
preaching an 1n hıs other SCII1NOIMN ON December Was placed under interdict (noO church offices,
Z 1410,; the CX Acts O1Z he exclaimed rhe including baptiısm, funerals and INasscs

torically: allowed be held ın the CIty whıle Hus
remaıned there 4n the king Was also threat-Someone 11l SdaV, “But VOU, Hus, do NOT wısh

be subject YOUF prelates, do NOT obey the ened wıth papal anathema.!?
elders, NOTLT the archbishop’* JÄN LIGUS ®  wrongful command first of all to God, to whom  would help the pope to finance his war against the  belongs the principal authority to grant the  King of Naples. Hus wanted to be obedient to the  power to preach ...*®  law of Christ, so he stood firm in his resistance  After the ban on preaching and the condem-  against this bull. He considered this indulgence  trafficking in repentance and publicly proclaimed  nation of Wycliffe’s books, Hus appealed to pope  Alexander V in 1410, but the meeting did not take  that even the pope, if he ignored the law of Christ,  place because the pope died suddenly. Hus sub-  was not worthy of obedience. Riots broke out in  Prague; three young men, Jan, Martin and Stasek,  sequently made an appecal to the new pope, John  were arrested and later executed. Jan Hus led their  XXIII, but the meeting was not positive for Hus.  After two further unsuccessful attempts to have  public funeral as Christian martyrs on July 11,  audiences, Hus did not obey the command to stop  1412. Immediately after it, Prague  preaching and in his other sermon on December  was placed under interdict (no church offices,  20, 1410, to the text Acts 6:12, he exclatmed rhe-  including baptism, funerals and masses were  torically:  allowed to be held in the city while Hus  remained there) and the king was also threat-  Someone will say, ‘But you, Hus, do not wish  to be subject to your prelates, do not obey the  ened with a papal anathema.!®  elders, not even the archbishop” ... I reply that  3.2 Hus in Southern Bohemia  I desire to be as Balaam’s ass. Because the prel-  ates sit on me, wishing to force me to go against  Hus was aware of how difficult the situation had  the command of God ... I will press the feet  become for the Czech king and for the whole  of their desire and will not obey them, for the  cCity. For this reason he:decided to leave Prague  angel of the Lord stands before me in the way.'*  on October 18, 1412, and he moved to South  Hus also explained his refusal to be obedient to  Bohemia where during the years 1412-1414 he  stayed in the area of Kozi Hrädek near the town  men ın these words:. ‘I appealed to_ the head. of  of Täbor. He still preached the word of God and  the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ, because He is  more sovereign than any pope.’ If Hus had obeyed  served many. listeners. Before _ he left Prague, he  the church and stopped preaching, he would have  appealed to Christ:  I, Jan Hus of Husinee, master of. arts and  been troubled by his conscience, which had expe-  rienced a personal calling of God to the ministry.  formatus bachelor of sacred theology of the  He would also have disappointed the loyal listen-  University of Prague, and an appointed priest  ers to his sermons and he would have been com-  and preacher of the chapel called Bethlehem,  promised in the eyes of all faithful Christians.'®  make this appeal to Jesus Christ, the most just  After Hus’ refusal to stop preaching, the arch-  judge, who knows, protects, judges, declares,  bishop strengthened the anathema against him  and rewards without fail the just cause of every  man ... walking from Prague to exile.... ?°  and ‘had it confirmed by the pope and had it  proclaimed in all churches in Prague in March  Hus used his ‘ residence  in South Bohemia  1411’.'° Ar this very critical time for Hus he  for publications such as Z%e Creed, The Ten  published a treatise De Libris hereticorum legendis  Commandments and the Paternoster, Daughter, De  — ‘Concerning the reading of heretical books’.!  ecclesia (Concerning the Church) and Sermo de  The archbishop brought a complaint against Hus  pace (Discourse on Peace). In 1413 he also wrote  before the pope Jan XXIII, and Hus also appealed  several responses in Latin to the accusations of his  to this pope. But, as Hus wrote, ‘Even after two  opponents, from which it is evident that for him  years he did not give my attorneys and repre-  obedience to Christ was more important than the  sentatives any hearing and in the meantime I was  institution of the church, its hierarchy and even  affected by the continued prosecution.’ In spite of  the pope himself. Hus’ obedience to God and dis-  obedience to the church went hand in hand with  this, Hus did not obey and was even more active in  the university and the Bethlehem Chapel, writing  his empathic, respectful behaviour towards those  a further tract entitled: Replica contra occultum  who might get into conflict with the leaders of the  adversarıum (Response against hidden enemies).!?  official church because of him.  The next year, 1412, emissaries of the pope  arrived in Prague with a papal bull authorising  the sale of indulgences, the proceedings of which  52 ° ET 241rCDIY that

Hus in Southern Bohemiadesire be 4S Balaam’s d5S5S Because the prel-
AaTEes SIT OIl I1  D, wıshing force 111C agalnst Hus Wa of how difhcult the sıtuatıon had
the command of God* JÄN LIGUS ®  wrongful command first of all to God, to whom  would help the pope to finance his war against the  belongs the principal authority to grant the  King of Naples. Hus wanted to be obedient to the  power to preach ...*®  law of Christ, so he stood firm in his resistance  After the ban on preaching and the condem-  against this bull. He considered this indulgence  trafficking in repentance and publicly proclaimed  nation of Wycliffe’s books, Hus appealed to pope  Alexander V in 1410, but the meeting did not take  that even the pope, if he ignored the law of Christ,  place because the pope died suddenly. Hus sub-  was not worthy of obedience. Riots broke out in  Prague; three young men, Jan, Martin and Stasek,  sequently made an appecal to the new pope, John  were arrested and later executed. Jan Hus led their  XXIII, but the meeting was not positive for Hus.  After two further unsuccessful attempts to have  public funeral as Christian martyrs on July 11,  audiences, Hus did not obey the command to stop  1412. Immediately after it, Prague  preaching and in his other sermon on December  was placed under interdict (no church offices,  20, 1410, to the text Acts 6:12, he exclatmed rhe-  including baptism, funerals and masses were  torically:  allowed to be held in the city while Hus  remained there) and the king was also threat-  Someone will say, ‘But you, Hus, do not wish  to be subject to your prelates, do not obey the  ened with a papal anathema.!®  elders, not even the archbishop” ... I reply that  3.2 Hus in Southern Bohemia  I desire to be as Balaam’s ass. Because the prel-  ates sit on me, wishing to force me to go against  Hus was aware of how difficult the situation had  the command of God ... I will press the feet  become for the Czech king and for the whole  of their desire and will not obey them, for the  cCity. For this reason he:decided to leave Prague  angel of the Lord stands before me in the way.'*  on October 18, 1412, and he moved to South  Hus also explained his refusal to be obedient to  Bohemia where during the years 1412-1414 he  stayed in the area of Kozi Hrädek near the town  men ın these words:. ‘I appealed to_ the head. of  of Täbor. He still preached the word of God and  the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ, because He is  more sovereign than any pope.’ If Hus had obeyed  served many. listeners. Before _ he left Prague, he  the church and stopped preaching, he would have  appealed to Christ:  I, Jan Hus of Husinee, master of. arts and  been troubled by his conscience, which had expe-  rienced a personal calling of God to the ministry.  formatus bachelor of sacred theology of the  He would also have disappointed the loyal listen-  University of Prague, and an appointed priest  ers to his sermons and he would have been com-  and preacher of the chapel called Bethlehem,  promised in the eyes of all faithful Christians.'®  make this appeal to Jesus Christ, the most just  After Hus’ refusal to stop preaching, the arch-  judge, who knows, protects, judges, declares,  bishop strengthened the anathema against him  and rewards without fail the just cause of every  man ... walking from Prague to exile.... ?°  and ‘had it confirmed by the pope and had it  proclaimed in all churches in Prague in March  Hus used his ‘ residence  in South Bohemia  1411’.'° Ar this very critical time for Hus he  for publications such as Z%e Creed, The Ten  published a treatise De Libris hereticorum legendis  Commandments and the Paternoster, Daughter, De  — ‘Concerning the reading of heretical books’.!  ecclesia (Concerning the Church) and Sermo de  The archbishop brought a complaint against Hus  pace (Discourse on Peace). In 1413 he also wrote  before the pope Jan XXIII, and Hus also appealed  several responses in Latin to the accusations of his  to this pope. But, as Hus wrote, ‘Even after two  opponents, from which it is evident that for him  years he did not give my attorneys and repre-  obedience to Christ was more important than the  sentatives any hearing and in the meantime I was  institution of the church, its hierarchy and even  affected by the continued prosecution.’ In spite of  the pope himself. Hus’ obedience to God and dis-  obedience to the church went hand in hand with  this, Hus did not obey and was even more active in  the university and the Bethlehem Chapel, writing  his empathic, respectful behaviour towards those  a further tract entitled: Replica contra occultum  who might get into conflict with the leaders of the  adversarıum (Response against hidden enemies).!?  official church because of him.  The next year, 1412, emissaries of the pope  arrived in Prague with a papal bull authorising  the sale of indulgences, the proceedings of which  52 ° ET 241ll the feet become for the E kıng Aan: for the whole
of their desire and will NOLT obey them, for the CItY: For thıs Cason he decided leave Prague
ange of the Lord stands before ın the Way.  1 ON October 1  - 1412 and he moved South

Hus also explained hıs refusal be obedient Bohemia where during the K he
stayed In the AdICa of Kozi Hradek Calr the LOWNICN ın these words: A} appealed the head of of OTF. He stil] preache the word of God andthe (CChurch: the Lord Jesus Christ, because He 1S

AT sovereıgn than Al1Yy pOope If Hus had obeyed served INallıy listeners. Before he left Prague, he
the church an stopped preaching, he would ave appealed Christ

1, Jan Hus of Husınec, ITNASTET. of AFTFS andeen troubled by hıs CONSCIENCE, which had CADC-
rienced personal callıng of God the MINIStLY. formatus bachelor of sacred heology of the
He would also ave disappomnted the loyal lısten- Universıity of Prague, an all appointed priest
CIS hıs and he would aVe been COM and preacher of the chapel called Bethlehem,
promised In the CVCS ofal aithful Christians. !> make this appe Jesus Christ, the Just

fter Hus’ refusal STOP preaching, the arch- judge, who knows, FOTtECCTIS, judges, declares,
bishop strengthened the anathema agalnst hım an rewards wıithout faıl the Just AA of

I1lall* JÄN LIGUS ®  wrongful command first of all to God, to whom  would help the pope to finance his war against the  belongs the principal authority to grant the  King of Naples. Hus wanted to be obedient to the  power to preach ...*®  law of Christ, so he stood firm in his resistance  After the ban on preaching and the condem-  against this bull. He considered this indulgence  trafficking in repentance and publicly proclaimed  nation of Wycliffe’s books, Hus appealed to pope  Alexander V in 1410, but the meeting did not take  that even the pope, if he ignored the law of Christ,  place because the pope died suddenly. Hus sub-  was not worthy of obedience. Riots broke out in  Prague; three young men, Jan, Martin and Stasek,  sequently made an appecal to the new pope, John  were arrested and later executed. Jan Hus led their  XXIII, but the meeting was not positive for Hus.  After two further unsuccessful attempts to have  public funeral as Christian martyrs on July 11,  audiences, Hus did not obey the command to stop  1412. Immediately after it, Prague  preaching and in his other sermon on December  was placed under interdict (no church offices,  20, 1410, to the text Acts 6:12, he exclatmed rhe-  including baptism, funerals and masses were  torically:  allowed to be held in the city while Hus  remained there) and the king was also threat-  Someone will say, ‘But you, Hus, do not wish  to be subject to your prelates, do not obey the  ened with a papal anathema.!®  elders, not even the archbishop” ... I reply that  3.2 Hus in Southern Bohemia  I desire to be as Balaam’s ass. Because the prel-  ates sit on me, wishing to force me to go against  Hus was aware of how difficult the situation had  the command of God ... I will press the feet  become for the Czech king and for the whole  of their desire and will not obey them, for the  cCity. For this reason he:decided to leave Prague  angel of the Lord stands before me in the way.'*  on October 18, 1412, and he moved to South  Hus also explained his refusal to be obedient to  Bohemia where during the years 1412-1414 he  stayed in the area of Kozi Hrädek near the town  men ın these words:. ‘I appealed to_ the head. of  of Täbor. He still preached the word of God and  the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ, because He is  more sovereign than any pope.’ If Hus had obeyed  served many. listeners. Before _ he left Prague, he  the church and stopped preaching, he would have  appealed to Christ:  I, Jan Hus of Husinee, master of. arts and  been troubled by his conscience, which had expe-  rienced a personal calling of God to the ministry.  formatus bachelor of sacred theology of the  He would also have disappointed the loyal listen-  University of Prague, and an appointed priest  ers to his sermons and he would have been com-  and preacher of the chapel called Bethlehem,  promised in the eyes of all faithful Christians.'®  make this appeal to Jesus Christ, the most just  After Hus’ refusal to stop preaching, the arch-  judge, who knows, protects, judges, declares,  bishop strengthened the anathema against him  and rewards without fail the just cause of every  man ... walking from Prague to exile.... ?°  and ‘had it confirmed by the pope and had it  proclaimed in all churches in Prague in March  Hus used his ‘ residence  in South Bohemia  1411’.'° Ar this very critical time for Hus he  for publications such as Z%e Creed, The Ten  published a treatise De Libris hereticorum legendis  Commandments and the Paternoster, Daughter, De  — ‘Concerning the reading of heretical books’.!  ecclesia (Concerning the Church) and Sermo de  The archbishop brought a complaint against Hus  pace (Discourse on Peace). In 1413 he also wrote  before the pope Jan XXIII, and Hus also appealed  several responses in Latin to the accusations of his  to this pope. But, as Hus wrote, ‘Even after two  opponents, from which it is evident that for him  years he did not give my attorneys and repre-  obedience to Christ was more important than the  sentatives any hearing and in the meantime I was  institution of the church, its hierarchy and even  affected by the continued prosecution.’ In spite of  the pope himself. Hus’ obedience to God and dis-  obedience to the church went hand in hand with  this, Hus did not obey and was even more active in  the university and the Bethlehem Chapel, writing  his empathic, respectful behaviour towards those  a further tract entitled: Replica contra occultum  who might get into conflict with the leaders of the  adversarıum (Response against hidden enemies).!?  official church because of him.  The next year, 1412, emissaries of the pope  arrived in Prague with a papal bull authorising  the sale of indulgences, the proceedings of which  52 ° ET 241walkıng from Prague exıleand “had 1T confirmed Dy the DODC and had It
proclaimed In all churches ın Prague In Arc Hus sed N1Ss residence 1in South Bohemia
14117410 At thıs VCeL'Y erıitical time for Hus he for publications such 4S The Creed, The Ten
publıshed reatıse De Iıbrıs hereticorum egend1s Commandments an the Paternoster, Daughter, De

‘Concerning the readıng of heretical books? ! ecclesıa (Concerning the Church) and SEYTMO de
The archbıshop brought complaint agalnst Hus Pace (Discourse ON CICcE): In 1413 he also
before the POPDC Jan AA and Hus also appealed several PCSDOT1SCS In Latın the ACCUSAtTIONS of hıs

this PODC But, 4S Hus ‘k ven after OppONCNLIS, from which It 15 evident that for 1m
he dıd NOT o1VE aLtLtOFrNECYS and C“ obedience Christ W ds INOTC ımportant than the

sentatıves A11Yy hearıng and In the meantıme Wds$ institution of the church,; ITSs hierarchy and
affected Dy the continued prosecution.’ In spıte of the DODC hımself. Hus’? obedience God and dis-

obedience the church hand In hand wıththıs, Hus did NOT obey an Was ILNOTC actıve ıIn
the unıversity and the Bethlehem Chapel, wrıiting hıs empathıic, respectful behaviour towards those

further entitled: Replıca CONEra occultum who might ET INnto conflict wıth the eaders of the
adversarıum (Response agalnst hıdden enemies).‘  S ofhcial church because of hım

The YCal, 1412; emı1ssarıes of the DODC
arrıved In Prague wıth papal bull authorising
the sale of indulgences, the proceedings of which
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ASTER JAN Hus ()BEDIENCE OR RESISTANCE

Hus Constance Old lestament: doctrinal, thıcal and practically
D

Hus’ W as requested AT the Councıl of rel1g10uUs
Constance and 0)8| October } 1414;, he decided In CONTFAaSL, the New lestament proclaims Jesus

Chrıst 4S “the Creator and Lord of the World’, theleave Prague and travel Constance ın the
only begotten Son of God, who took the form of

COMDaNY of eadıng Czech nobles; they arrıved ON
November S: 1L Hus thought that IT would be SCrVaANLT; he 15 also called °*the eternal God’ and

possible aVEC public discussions about hıs WTIt- other titles. Jesus Christ 15 the CrucCIied, risen and
glorified Lord and Judge, who wiıll COMNIC agaln ;Ings and teaching, In order CL NOW what
So the whole New lestament 15 about Jesus Chriıst

Was an unbiblical 1ın hıs teaching. But
AS Savıour and Lord of the Church an the worldinstead of thıs, he Was arrested OI1 November 26, Ihe testimonYy of all Christ’s ACTS of salvatıon 15FA74 and kept in prison in VarıOus places. On SCVWV - confirmed Dy the Holy Spirıt In the preachingeral OCCASIONS he Was called before the Councıl an

DUt under wıithdraw everything PreVI- of 0d’s Word In addıtion, Hus calls the Holy
ously taught and preached. “The councıl wanted Scriptures ° LEX Chrıstv , ° LEX Det: “IThe Word of

Truth’? and ‘Kingdom of God’.«* G titles
5Sd V that the artıcles selected from INY books confirm the fact that for Jan Hus the whole Bible

AIC false did NOT unless they tell theıir
INACCUFACY from SCIHptULE. Hus refused HE 15 Word aM absolutely the only applicable
and Was condemned d AUB! intractable heretic an standard tor the ıtfe of the ChHhurch,; ItSs tradıtions,

SOCIETY, proclamatıon, lıturgy, teaching and DaS-burned al the stake July O, 1415; N1S ashes WCIC toral MINISTLY. Hus also holds that the indıvidualscattered In the Rıver Rhine. *! Before hıs death he
ON June Z1. 1415 believers, churches and authorities ave be

obedient the Holy Scripture.hıs 15 IN Y Hinal ıntention ın the of Jesus
COhrıist that refuse confess 4S the Hus’ inward calling preaching and
artıicles which ave een truthfully abstracted miniıstry
and abjure the things ascribed Dy false When the church orbade hım preach and teaCH,
wıtnesses... For God knows that AaVe HEVETl Hus disobeyed because he had known 71Ss personal
preached those CITOIS, which they AVNC COHMN-
cocted

inward callıng Dy God, AS evealed In Jesus Christ,
proclaım God’s word everywhere. He consıd-

ered thıs ervıice be Dart of hıs struggle for the
renewal of the church ( vocatıo interna). H Was the

Between obedience and resistance Irıune God, ather, Son and Holy Spirıt, wh had
In thıs section o0k E of Hus’ CO GCOM- HOR aVe MINIStrYy in the church ( Cor
Victi1Oons an their relevance tor today. 12:28 Along wıth thıs, Hus also had callıng from

the church IT 4S a priest, VOCALILO EXLETNAa
IThe CONCEDT of the Holy Scriptures Both these callıngs ATl hıs knowledge of them

Hus consıders the Bıble be the absolutely valıd helped Hus OVETITCOMNNC obstacles, PTCSSUTCS
standard for the ıfe of the Church, tor tradıtıon and inner anxletles that he felt when he refused
and SOCIETY. hıs 15 the maın TCasSsON why all hıs be subjected the regulatiıons of the ecclesiastıical
SCIL110O115S5 focus ON CONTFECT interpretation of the authoritlies. callıng preach strengthened
Scriptures. He SCS diverse 1ainnlcs for the Bible, Hus internally obey God ıIn Jesus Christ an
such 4S °“the Holy Scriptures’, which the be disobedient the church hierarchy.
Old and New Testament, the bıblical „ 4S Hus’ CONCECDL of call cshows that today
adopted Dy the early church. Both f the Od’s call the proclamatıon of the Word
Bıble arC, according Hus; °*the word of God, ın of God Call help preachers al] of
hich ATC contaiıned the NCCCSSALV soter1olog1- temptations, doubts, inner struggles, obstacles of
cal important objectives of commandments incomprehension an misunderstandıng from
and act1o0ns’. In Hus’ VIEW, °the Mosaıc Law, the sides: from believers wiıthin the church Organısa-
Pentateuch, teaches usSs what Aarc do’, °“the t1on and from non-belhevers outsiıde IT Sımilarly
prophets teach whart believe” an Psalms bring the apostle Paul, ıIn hıs difhcult sıtuatıon f being
us the of prayer, namely °“how hould misunderstood al falsely Accused, confesses:
DFaVy properly  d IT that wıth these words, IT would be for NOT preach’ (1 C’ör.
°Hus emphasızes three normatıve meanıngs of the 9:16) Hus’ VOCALLO ınterna P EXLETNAG led hım
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uncondiıtional obedience God and disobedi- theological explanations of Jesus parables,
€.HCC the secular and church authorities of hıs need eCcelve wiıth SOTMNC degree of cautlion. On
Liiıme the other hand, the of ecclesıa miılıtans

and COYDUS MAIXTUuM led the reformer Hus the
Hus’ understanding of the uUurc. conclusıon that LMUC, faiıthful preaching of Od’s

Hus’ CONCCDL of the Christian Church 15 argely word automatıcally reveals the sinful lfe: g-
based ON Wyclıiffe’s CONCCDL of the Church 4S doing, scandals and iımmoralıty of all, including
the NUMEVUHML draedestinatorum (predetermined church eaders In thıs WaYV Hus wanted USCcC the
numbber ). Following Augustine and the bıblı Word of God spirıtual renewal that
cal LGXT Ephesians 1:3 11 Hus talks about od’s the Church INAaY become the actual body of Christ
twofold °the Yrst 1S the af predestina- in the WOTr. For thıs CasO11l he refused obey
tıon eternal ıfe AS5 SCC In the Salnts wh alnıy ecclesjastical decisions that contradıcted the
belong the Holy Mother Church ‘: the second Holy Scriptures, an he W as ready aCCCDL al the

15 destined only for those who presently rısks of suffering, and being SC1I1-

Just and wh: reCcelve forgiveness of SINS, ut tenced death Besides, accordıng Hus, the
who “backslıde 1ın faıth? and OSe theıir salvatıon, 4A5 spirıtual renewal of the Church STAarts wiıth love

SC In Judas Iscarıot who “never belonged for God and OUur neighbours, which includes the
Holy other Church? On thiıs basıs Hus reJects restoration of UTr relatiıonshıp God and OUuUr
°*the thesis aaT the PODC and the cardınals CONStI- interpersonal relatiıonshıps 22:34-40). Hus’
Tutfe the Roman Church: contends that 11O DODC 1S emphasıs ON biblical preaching an OIl
the head of the Church catholic, but only Christ STAant obedience God’s word 15 also essenti1al for
Hımself* JÄN LIGUS ®  unconditional obedience to God and to disobedi-  theological explanations of Jesus’ parables, we  ence to the secular and church authorities of his  need to receive with some degree of caution. On  tıme  the other hand, the concepts of ecclesia militans  and corpus mixtum led the reformer Hus to the  4.3 Hus’ understanding of the Church  conclusion that true, faithful preaching of God’s  Hus’ concept of the Christian Church is largely  word automatically reveals the sinful life, wrong-  based on Wycliffe’s concept of the Church as  doing, scandals and immorality of all, including  the numerum praedestinatorum (predetermined  church leaders. In this way Hus wanted to use the  number).?® Following Augustine and the bibli-  Word of God to serve a spiritual renewal so that  cal text Ephesians 1:3-11, Hus talks about God’s  the Church may become the actual body of Christ  twofold grace: ‘the first is the grace of predestina-  in the world. For this reason he refused to obey  tion to eternal life as we see in all the saints who  any ecclesiastical decisions that contradicted the  belong to the Holy Mother Church’; the second  Holy Scriptures, and he was ready to accept all the  grace ‘is destined only for those who presently  risks of suffering, contempt and even being sen-  seem just’ and who receive forgiveness of sins, but  tenced to death. Besides, according to Hus, the  who “backslide in faith’ and lose their salvation, as  spiritual renewal of the Church starts with love  we see in Judas Iscariot who ‘never belonged to  for God and our neighbours, which includes the  Holy Mother Church’. On this basis Hus rejects  restoration of our relationship to God and our  ‘the thesis that the pope and the cardinals consti-  interpersonal relationships (Mt 22:34-40). Hus’  tute the Roman Church, contends that no pope is  emphasis on true biblical preaching and on con-  the head of the Church catholic, but only Christ  stant obedience to God’s word is also essential for  Himself ... the pope is its head if he is one of the  the contemporary church.  predestinate’.*° In puncto, Hus discusses three  aspects of the Church: militant, latent and trium-  4.4. Obedience to the authorities  phant.  All main thoughts relating to the topic of obe-  ;The church militant is of a mixed charaetet;  dience to the authorities occur in Hus’ work De  ‘comprising both the good and the wicked’. Hus’  ecclesia (On the Church) which he wrote durin  concepts of ecclesia militansand numerum praedes-  his exile in South Bohemia (1412-1414). The  tinatorum are based on Jesus’ parables ( Matthew  decisions of the Council of Pisa (1378), chap-  13:24-30 and 13:47), which are not concerned  ters 17-21, included the obligation of obedience  with fighting or with the latent church, but with  to the authority of the pope and the prelates. In  the presence of God’s Kingdom in the world.  contrast to that view, Hus talks about three states  Hus was also influenced by the apostle Paul,  or groupings: clergy, nobility and lay people. All  who describes the Church as söma tou Christou  of them belong to the ecclesia militans;, therefore,  -'the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:12). Hus points  it is very important ‘to be properly commingled  into Church militant’. All three states‘ are mem-  to the reality of the church militant as a corpus  mixtum in history, and he explains the metaphor  bers of the church and ‘obedience is due to that  with respect to the biological human body, saying  which is good, disobedience to that which is evil’.  that the human body ‘contains elements that are  Following what the apostle Paul writes in Romans  foreign to it such as spittle, phlegm, excrements  13:1-7, Hus ‘teaches that obedience is due to  and urine that are eliminated from the body’. So  superiors, both secular and spiritual, for they are  ‘on the Day of Judgment all three parts will be  ordained to encourage the good and punish the  evil S  united into one: the Church triumphant’ and ‘the  predestinate alone will remain being bound to the  With respect to the three states Hus talks about  head Christ by predestinating love’. But the pre-  threefold obedience: spiritual, secular and ecclesi-  destined may even now rely on the apostle’s words  astical. ‘Spiritual obedience is due to God’s law;  which say: ‘For those whom God knew before ever  the Saviour and the apostles lived under it and  they were, he also ordained to share the likeness  so should we.’ This requirement of obedience is  of his Son  and those whom he foreordained,  absolute. Secular obedience is due to secular rulers  he also called ... justified and ... glorified’ (Rom  provided, however, that their laws do not conflict  8:28-30).27  with those of God. The third is ecclesiastical obe-  The concept of the Church as the numerum  dience, which has to do with regulations of the  Praedestinatorum, which is based on Wycliffe’s  priests of the Church which go over and beyond  54 * EIT 24:1the DODC 1S ItSs head ıf he 15 11C of the the CONTLCMPOFALCY church.
predestinate . In DUNCLO, Hus discusses three
aASPCCTS of the Church mıilıtant, atent and trıum - bedience the authorities
phant. maın thoughts relatıng the tOPIC of obe

Ihe church milıtant 1S of mıxed character, dience the authorities 1ın Hus’ work DEe
“COmMprisıng both the gz00d an the wıicked’ Hus’ ecclesıa (On the Church) which he WTOTE urın

of ecclesıa mAlıtans an NnÜÜpraedes- hıs exıle ın South Bohemia (1412-1414). Ihe
tinatorum AICc 4sSE 0)8! Jesus’ parables Matthew decisions of the Councıl of 1Sa 1578): chap-
13:24-30 an 13:47), which AI NOT concerned ters 17-21, included the obligatiıon of obedience
wıth nghting OTr wıth the latent church, but wıth the authorıity of the DODC and the prelates. In
the of God’s Kingdom 1ın the WOT. that VICEW, Hus talks about three STAaTtes

Hus Was also influenced Dy the apostle Paul, (JI: rOoupIngs: clergy, nobility an lay people.
wh: describes the Church 4S SOMA LO Chrıstou of them belong the ecclesıa miılıtans; therefOre.

the body of Christ (J COr 1212 Hus polNts IT 1S vCLY ıimportant °tO be properly commıiıngle
NtOo church miılıtant). All three STAaTtEes ATC. INECNMN-the realıty of the church mıiliıtant 4S COYDUS

MIXIUuMmM In histOry, an he explains the metaphor ers of the church and ‘“obedience 15 due that
wıth FrESPECL the biological human body, sSayıng which 15 00d, disobedience thatE 1S evıl?
that the human body “contaıns elements that ATC Following whart the apostle Paul wrıtes In Romans
foreign IT such A4S spittle, phlegm, CX  TS 1517 Hus ‘teaches that obedience 1S due
and urıne that ATIC eliminated from the body’ SO superlors, oth secular and spırıtual, for they AIC
on the Day of Judgment all three wiıll be ordaıned NCOUTASC the x00d and punısh the

evil?unıted INnto Hc the Church triıumphant’ and °the
predestinate alone wıll remaın being bound the Wırth rESPCCL the three STAates Hus 28 about
head Christ by predestinating love?. But the PIC- threefold obedience: spirıtual, secular and ecclesi-
destined INaYy 1L1LOW rely OIl the apostle’s words astıcal. “Spirıtual obedience 1S due Jaw;
hıch SaVy ‘For those whom God knew before CVCT the Savıour and the apostles Iıved under 1T and
they WEIC, he also ordaıned chare the lıkeness should WE hıs requiırement of obedience 15
of 31Ss Son and those whom he foreordained, absolute. Secular obedience 1S due secular rulers
he also called* JÄN LIGUS ®  unconditional obedience to God and to disobedi-  theological explanations of Jesus’ parables, we  ence to the secular and church authorities of his  need to receive with some degree of caution. On  tıme  the other hand, the concepts of ecclesia militans  and corpus mixtum led the reformer Hus to the  4.3 Hus’ understanding of the Church  conclusion that true, faithful preaching of God’s  Hus’ concept of the Christian Church is largely  word automatically reveals the sinful life, wrong-  based on Wycliffe’s concept of the Church as  doing, scandals and immorality of all, including  the numerum praedestinatorum (predetermined  church leaders. In this way Hus wanted to use the  number).?® Following Augustine and the bibli-  Word of God to serve a spiritual renewal so that  cal text Ephesians 1:3-11, Hus talks about God’s  the Church may become the actual body of Christ  twofold grace: ‘the first is the grace of predestina-  in the world. For this reason he refused to obey  tion to eternal life as we see in all the saints who  any ecclesiastical decisions that contradicted the  belong to the Holy Mother Church’; the second  Holy Scriptures, and he was ready to accept all the  grace ‘is destined only for those who presently  risks of suffering, contempt and even being sen-  seem just’ and who receive forgiveness of sins, but  tenced to death. Besides, according to Hus, the  who “backslide in faith’ and lose their salvation, as  spiritual renewal of the Church starts with love  we see in Judas Iscariot who ‘never belonged to  for God and our neighbours, which includes the  Holy Mother Church’. On this basis Hus rejects  restoration of our relationship to God and our  ‘the thesis that the pope and the cardinals consti-  interpersonal relationships (Mt 22:34-40). Hus’  tute the Roman Church, contends that no pope is  emphasis on true biblical preaching and on con-  the head of the Church catholic, but only Christ  stant obedience to God’s word is also essential for  Himself ... the pope is its head if he is one of the  the contemporary church.  predestinate’.*° In puncto, Hus discusses three  aspects of the Church: militant, latent and trium-  4.4. Obedience to the authorities  phant.  All main thoughts relating to the topic of obe-  ;The church militant is of a mixed charaetet;  dience to the authorities occur in Hus’ work De  ‘comprising both the good and the wicked’. Hus’  ecclesia (On the Church) which he wrote durin  concepts of ecclesia militansand numerum praedes-  his exile in South Bohemia (1412-1414). The  tinatorum are based on Jesus’ parables ( Matthew  decisions of the Council of Pisa (1378), chap-  13:24-30 and 13:47), which are not concerned  ters 17-21, included the obligation of obedience  with fighting or with the latent church, but with  to the authority of the pope and the prelates. In  the presence of God’s Kingdom in the world.  contrast to that view, Hus talks about three states  Hus was also influenced by the apostle Paul,  or groupings: clergy, nobility and lay people. All  who describes the Church as söma tou Christou  of them belong to the ecclesia militans;, therefore,  -'the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:12). Hus points  it is very important ‘to be properly commingled  into Church militant’. All three states‘ are mem-  to the reality of the church militant as a corpus  mixtum in history, and he explains the metaphor  bers of the church and ‘obedience is due to that  with respect to the biological human body, saying  which is good, disobedience to that which is evil’.  that the human body ‘contains elements that are  Following what the apostle Paul writes in Romans  foreign to it such as spittle, phlegm, excrements  13:1-7, Hus ‘teaches that obedience is due to  and urine that are eliminated from the body’. So  superiors, both secular and spiritual, for they are  ‘on the Day of Judgment all three parts will be  ordained to encourage the good and punish the  evil S  united into one: the Church triumphant’ and ‘the  predestinate alone will remain being bound to the  With respect to the three states Hus talks about  head Christ by predestinating love’. But the pre-  threefold obedience: spiritual, secular and ecclesi-  destined may even now rely on the apostle’s words  astical. ‘Spiritual obedience is due to God’s law;  which say: ‘For those whom God knew before ever  the Saviour and the apostles lived under it and  they were, he also ordained to share the likeness  so should we.’ This requirement of obedience is  of his Son  and those whom he foreordained,  absolute. Secular obedience is due to secular rulers  he also called ... justified and ... glorified’ (Rom  provided, however, that their laws do not conflict  8:28-30).27  with those of God. The third is ecclesiastical obe-  The concept of the Church as the numerum  dience, which has to do with regulations of the  Praedestinatorum, which is based on Wycliffe’s  priests of the Church which go over and beyond  54 * EIT 24:1justified and* JÄN LIGUS ®  unconditional obedience to God and to disobedi-  theological explanations of Jesus’ parables, we  ence to the secular and church authorities of his  need to receive with some degree of caution. On  tıme  the other hand, the concepts of ecclesia militans  and corpus mixtum led the reformer Hus to the  4.3 Hus’ understanding of the Church  conclusion that true, faithful preaching of God’s  Hus’ concept of the Christian Church is largely  word automatically reveals the sinful life, wrong-  based on Wycliffe’s concept of the Church as  doing, scandals and immorality of all, including  the numerum praedestinatorum (predetermined  church leaders. In this way Hus wanted to use the  number).?® Following Augustine and the bibli-  Word of God to serve a spiritual renewal so that  cal text Ephesians 1:3-11, Hus talks about God’s  the Church may become the actual body of Christ  twofold grace: ‘the first is the grace of predestina-  in the world. For this reason he refused to obey  tion to eternal life as we see in all the saints who  any ecclesiastical decisions that contradicted the  belong to the Holy Mother Church’; the second  Holy Scriptures, and he was ready to accept all the  grace ‘is destined only for those who presently  risks of suffering, contempt and even being sen-  seem just’ and who receive forgiveness of sins, but  tenced to death. Besides, according to Hus, the  who “backslide in faith’ and lose their salvation, as  spiritual renewal of the Church starts with love  we see in Judas Iscariot who ‘never belonged to  for God and our neighbours, which includes the  Holy Mother Church’. On this basis Hus rejects  restoration of our relationship to God and our  ‘the thesis that the pope and the cardinals consti-  interpersonal relationships (Mt 22:34-40). Hus’  tute the Roman Church, contends that no pope is  emphasis on true biblical preaching and on con-  the head of the Church catholic, but only Christ  stant obedience to God’s word is also essential for  Himself ... the pope is its head if he is one of the  the contemporary church.  predestinate’.*° In puncto, Hus discusses three  aspects of the Church: militant, latent and trium-  4.4. Obedience to the authorities  phant.  All main thoughts relating to the topic of obe-  ;The church militant is of a mixed charaetet;  dience to the authorities occur in Hus’ work De  ‘comprising both the good and the wicked’. Hus’  ecclesia (On the Church) which he wrote durin  concepts of ecclesia militansand numerum praedes-  his exile in South Bohemia (1412-1414). The  tinatorum are based on Jesus’ parables ( Matthew  decisions of the Council of Pisa (1378), chap-  13:24-30 and 13:47), which are not concerned  ters 17-21, included the obligation of obedience  with fighting or with the latent church, but with  to the authority of the pope and the prelates. In  the presence of God’s Kingdom in the world.  contrast to that view, Hus talks about three states  Hus was also influenced by the apostle Paul,  or groupings: clergy, nobility and lay people. All  who describes the Church as söma tou Christou  of them belong to the ecclesia militans;, therefore,  -'the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:12). Hus points  it is very important ‘to be properly commingled  into Church militant’. All three states‘ are mem-  to the reality of the church militant as a corpus  mixtum in history, and he explains the metaphor  bers of the church and ‘obedience is due to that  with respect to the biological human body, saying  which is good, disobedience to that which is evil’.  that the human body ‘contains elements that are  Following what the apostle Paul writes in Romans  foreign to it such as spittle, phlegm, excrements  13:1-7, Hus ‘teaches that obedience is due to  and urine that are eliminated from the body’. So  superiors, both secular and spiritual, for they are  ‘on the Day of Judgment all three parts will be  ordained to encourage the good and punish the  evil S  united into one: the Church triumphant’ and ‘the  predestinate alone will remain being bound to the  With respect to the three states Hus talks about  head Christ by predestinating love’. But the pre-  threefold obedience: spiritual, secular and ecclesi-  destined may even now rely on the apostle’s words  astical. ‘Spiritual obedience is due to God’s law;  which say: ‘For those whom God knew before ever  the Saviour and the apostles lived under it and  they were, he also ordained to share the likeness  so should we.’ This requirement of obedience is  of his Son  and those whom he foreordained,  absolute. Secular obedience is due to secular rulers  he also called ... justified and ... glorified’ (Rom  provided, however, that their laws do not conflict  8:28-30).27  with those of God. The third is ecclesiastical obe-  The concept of the Church as the numerum  dience, which has to do with regulations of the  Praedestinatorum, which is based on Wycliffe’s  priests of the Church which go over and beyond  54 * EIT 24:1glorified’ (Rom provıded, however, that theıir laws do NOT conflict
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