
EH 201 5) 2001 7734 {()=72

Social Representations of all and Vocation
Among Portuguese Evangelıcal Christians:

Exploratory Study
Thomas Arabıs

RESUME |imitent-ils certaıns individus Offrent-ils UNeEe Orıen-
tatıon generale UTE direction specifique el individua-

ette E  tude esquISse 1es Urs des representations |isee Un Concept est-i| (enu Dlus haute estime
sociales des CONCepLS d’appe! el de vocation Dnrofes- YUE |’autre pres UTE description des representationssionnelle dans les mMmilieux evangeliques portugals, sociales, ’article presente un  > hreve analyse des don-

de quatre questions L es deux Concepts nees bibliques, afın de mMmontrer les diffe  CEes les
representent-ils deux realites differentes UNe seule deux Conceplis. ermmıne Dar quelques conclusions
2 Representent-ils UNe experience universelle pratiques.

..

SUMMARY
individualised and Darticularised guidance? 4) S (1}  M

This study LraCes the of the sSOCIia|l representa- esteemed INOTE nighiy than the other? Following the
10NS of the CONCEepPLS of call and vocatıon In the Portu- description of the soclial representations, rıe analy-

evangelica| community, usIing four questions: 1) SIS of the 1DIIıcCa data concerning the cConcept IS ffered
| JO the represent realities one®? DIS they d$ of highlighting varlances between the
represent universa| experience are they imited The article concludes ith implications erived from the
certaın individuals? 3) [ JO they er generIC orlientation study.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG SIEe eıne allgemein ültige UOrlentierung oder eiıne detail-
ljerte Wegführung und Anwelsung für Einzelpersonen?

|)iese Studie skizziert anhand VOI] vier Tragen das der eıne Begriff über dem anderen? Nach eiıner
Konzept VOT) Ruf und Berufung, WIE E innerhalb der Beschreibung der Kognitiv-sozialen Verständnisrahmens
portugiesischen evangelikalen Gemeinschaft un ihres folgt eine kurze Analyse der biblischen aten dem
Kognitiv-sozialen Interpretationsrahmens ird Konzept, die Unterschiede zwischen beiden

Beziehen sich diese Begriffe auf ZWEeI oder 1Ur auf eıne egriffen herauszustellen. [ JDer Artikel endet muit prak-
Realität? Stehen SIE für eine allbekannte ahrung tischen Schlussfolgerungen, die sich dUus der Studie CTSC-

benoder reffen SIEe [1UT auf gewlsse ersonen zu® Biıeten

forms DYy which God interacts wıth hıs people heIntroduction Cl them, an rough that call he involves them
For followers of rSt, the bıblical CONCCDL of In hıs salvıfıc and Orlents them toward
calling‘ has the potential of sServing 4S a1d 1ın iıfe that becomes integrated into hıs covenantal
the CONstruction of theır self-ıdentity an COMNSC- plans Responding that call constitutes the fun-
quently for the interpretation of theır vocational damental cCcCOomMMmMIıtment DYy which DCISON decides
lıfe.* Callıng Can function AS key descriptor of the build theır identity and ıfe PUrDOSC God an
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his plans As the following words ıllustrate, call has usSs YCAaL. Among the partıcıpants WEIC PIC
the potential ofdramatically impacting He s  M d- parıng for professional church-related MInNIStrYy
ti0nal iıfe an preparıng for “secular’ Carcers

You AlC called You WEIC NOT born bDy CHance: Ihe theory of soc1al] representations Was

adopted Orlent the analysıs Al description ofYOU do NOT EXIST Just by exIsting. There 1S
divine PULDOSC for VOUTL PASSAYC ON thıs earth the perspectives.° Summarızıng, thıs theory eals

wıth the question of how the incomprehensibleYou ATrC called Gr ALC 110 EXCEptONS. He
brought Nan Into eing* THOMAS ArRABIS ®  his plans. As the following words illustrate, call has  ous year. Among the participants some were pre-  the potential of dramatically impacting one’s voca-  paring for professional church-related ministry  tional life:  and some preparing for ‘secular’ careers.  You are called. You were not born by chance;  The theory of social representations was  adopted to orient the analysis and description of  you. do. not exist just, by, existing. Ihere. is a  divine purpose for your passage on this carth...  the perspectives.” Summarizing, this theory deals  with the question of how the incomprehensible  You are called. There: are no ‚exceptions. He  brought man into being ... to make him useful.  and strange becomes comprehensible and famil-  He created us to work, to be busy, to execute  jar for a social group. According to the theory, a  social group makes use of the known to explain  his personal will, to put ourselves [in his hands]  as an instrument for the realization of his sover-  an unknown new reality within the context of its  social interactions, thereby creating new cognitive  eign purposes and intents ... We all have a call  (especially we, the children of God), a calling,  and social constructions of that reality. The study  attempted to identify the Portuguese evangelical  an order. to: fulfil: Indeed,.the call. to. serve.is  intrinsic to man, it is part of his personality, it is  community’s cognitive and social constructions  the plan of God for the believer. We are all to be  — their social representations — of the concepts of  call and vocation, along with those of work and  committed to the kingdom of God.?  ministry.  It is true that the concept of call has the poten-  In what follows, the contours of the social rep-  tial of orienting the construction of a life project  resentations of call and vocation will be presented  and its resulting vocational dimensions, thereby  under four questions: 1) Do the terms call and  allowing people to encounter profound signifi-  vocation represent two realities or one? 2) Do they  cance in what they do. However, I would propose  represent a universal experience or are they limited  that this same concept has the potential to limit  to certain individuals? 3) Do they offer generic  their ability to construct a life plan. This is due to  orientation or individualised and particularised  the possible interpretations of the concept within  guidance? 4) Is one esteemed more highly than  the evangelical community, some of which create  the other? Following the description of the social  potential obstacles to considering one’s life as  representations, a brief analysis of the biblical data  being participative in God’s work and thus signifi-  concerning the concept will be offered as a means  cant. The following study will explore a variety of  of highlighting variances between the two. The  interpretations found among Portuguese evangeli-  article then concludes with implications derived  cal Christians of the concepts of call and vocation;  from the study.  it will also propose some potential implications for  how believers shape their vocational life.  2. 'Iwo realities or one?  The present article summarizes key elements of  an unpublished thesis that was based on a qualita-  The first question is whether the two words, call  tive investigation carried out by the author.* One of  and vocation, are used as synonyms to represent  the study’s principal objectives was to understand  one reality or whether they are used to represent  the diversity of perceptions within the evangelical  two distinct phenomena, even though possibly  community concerning the concepts of call, voca-  interrelated.® The study concluded that the rep-  tion, work and ministry, along with their interac-  resentations mark a clear distinction between the  tion in interpreting vocational aims and options.  two concepts. In the Bible, vocation and call are  Fifteen semi-structured interviews were carried  two ways of translating one theological concept.”  out, each one lasting on average 45 minutes. The  However, the people interviewed clearly affirmed  study resulted in a database of 277 responses to  the existence of two phenomena based on these  questions with a total of 53,489 words. The par-  two words.  Vocation is identified as the contours of an indi-  ticipants were youth and young adults who identi-  fied themselves with evangelical Christianity, all in  vidual’s vocational makeup formed by God and  an active phase of making vocational choices. They  other agencies such as genetics and social shaping.  included students attending secondary school  In the responses of those being interviewed con-  (grades 9-12), university, evangelical seminary or  cerning the meaning of vocation, frequently used  Bible institute, along with recent graduates who  words were abilities, capacities, aptitudes, person-  had started their professional career in the previ-  ality, desires, likes and dislikes. This vocational self-  78 ® EIF 241make hım useful and STLraANSC becomes comprehensible and famıl-
He created usSs work, be DUSY, GXYXECLLE lar for sOcI1al According the theory,

socl1al makes UuSc of the known explainN1S personal will Put ourselves [ın his hands|
4S al Instrument for the realızatıon ofhis CI - al unknown NCW realıty wıthın the of ITSs

soc1al interact1Oons, thereby creating NCW COognıtıvee1gn and intents* THOMAS ArRABIS ®  his plans. As the following words illustrate, call has  ous year. Among the participants some were pre-  the potential of dramatically impacting one’s voca-  paring for professional church-related ministry  tional life:  and some preparing for ‘secular’ careers.  You are called. You were not born by chance;  The theory of social representations was  adopted to orient the analysis and description of  you. do. not exist just, by, existing. Ihere. is a  divine purpose for your passage on this carth...  the perspectives.” Summarizing, this theory deals  with the question of how the incomprehensible  You are called. There: are no ‚exceptions. He  brought man into being ... to make him useful.  and strange becomes comprehensible and famil-  He created us to work, to be busy, to execute  jar for a social group. According to the theory, a  social group makes use of the known to explain  his personal will, to put ourselves [in his hands]  as an instrument for the realization of his sover-  an unknown new reality within the context of its  social interactions, thereby creating new cognitive  eign purposes and intents ... We all have a call  (especially we, the children of God), a calling,  and social constructions of that reality. The study  attempted to identify the Portuguese evangelical  an order. to: fulfil: Indeed,.the call. to. serve.is  intrinsic to man, it is part of his personality, it is  community’s cognitive and social constructions  the plan of God for the believer. We are all to be  — their social representations — of the concepts of  call and vocation, along with those of work and  committed to the kingdom of God.?  ministry.  It is true that the concept of call has the poten-  In what follows, the contours of the social rep-  tial of orienting the construction of a life project  resentations of call and vocation will be presented  and its resulting vocational dimensions, thereby  under four questions: 1) Do the terms call and  allowing people to encounter profound signifi-  vocation represent two realities or one? 2) Do they  cance in what they do. However, I would propose  represent a universal experience or are they limited  that this same concept has the potential to limit  to certain individuals? 3) Do they offer generic  their ability to construct a life plan. This is due to  orientation or individualised and particularised  the possible interpretations of the concept within  guidance? 4) Is one esteemed more highly than  the evangelical community, some of which create  the other? Following the description of the social  potential obstacles to considering one’s life as  representations, a brief analysis of the biblical data  being participative in God’s work and thus signifi-  concerning the concept will be offered as a means  cant. The following study will explore a variety of  of highlighting variances between the two. The  interpretations found among Portuguese evangeli-  article then concludes with implications derived  cal Christians of the concepts of call and vocation;  from the study.  it will also propose some potential implications for  how believers shape their vocational life.  2. 'Iwo realities or one?  The present article summarizes key elements of  an unpublished thesis that was based on a qualita-  The first question is whether the two words, call  tive investigation carried out by the author.* One of  and vocation, are used as synonyms to represent  the study’s principal objectives was to understand  one reality or whether they are used to represent  the diversity of perceptions within the evangelical  two distinct phenomena, even though possibly  community concerning the concepts of call, voca-  interrelated.® The study concluded that the rep-  tion, work and ministry, along with their interac-  resentations mark a clear distinction between the  tion in interpreting vocational aims and options.  two concepts. In the Bible, vocation and call are  Fifteen semi-structured interviews were carried  two ways of translating one theological concept.”  out, each one lasting on average 45 minutes. The  However, the people interviewed clearly affirmed  study resulted in a database of 277 responses to  the existence of two phenomena based on these  questions with a total of 53,489 words. The par-  two words.  Vocation is identified as the contours of an indi-  ticipants were youth and young adults who identi-  fied themselves with evangelical Christianity, all in  vidual’s vocational makeup formed by God and  an active phase of making vocational choices. They  other agencies such as genetics and social shaping.  included students attending secondary school  In the responses of those being interviewed con-  (grades 9-12), university, evangelical seminary or  cerning the meaning of vocation, frequently used  Bible institute, along with recent graduates who  words were abilities, capacities, aptitudes, person-  had started their professional career in the previ-  ality, desires, likes and dislikes. This vocational self-  78 ® EIF 241We all MS d call
(especlally W! the children of God), callıng, and sOC1a] CONstructions of that realıty. he study

attempted ıdentify the Portuguese evangelıcalAall order IAl Indeed, the call 15
INtrinsıc Man 1T 15 Dart of his personality, IT 15 COoMMUNItY’S COgnIıtıve and socılal constructlions
the plan of God tor the believer. We AL al be their socı1al representations of the of

call and Vvocatıon, along wıth those of work andcommıtted the kıngdom of God ®
MINISTTY.It 1S Irue that the CONCCDL of call has the- In what follows, the CONTLOUFS of the sOoc1al ICDt1al of orlentng the CONstruction of ıfe projJect resentations of call and vocatıon 111 be presentedan Its resulting vocational dimensions, thereby under four questilons: I) Do the call andallowing people profound signıf1- vocatıon rCPrESCHNLT realıties ONe” 2) Do they( AIIL:.€ In what they do However, would PIODOSC rCPrESCHL unıversal EXDEMNENCE Or AIC they 1imıtedthat thıs A CONCCDL nas the potential liımiıt certaın individuals? 5) o they offer generI1Cctheir ability CONSITr. ıfe plan hıs 15 due Orlentatıon (3° individualised and particularısedthe possible interpretations of the wıthın guldance? 4 ) Is ON esteemed HA highly thanthe evangelıcal COMMUNItTY, SOMNC of which CFEGEATE the other? Following the description of the socı1alpotential obstacles considering Ne:s  P ıfe 4S representations, brief analysıs of the biblical Arabeing particıpatıve In .0d’s work an thus signif1- Concerning the CONCCDL ] be offered 4S INCansIhe following study ll explore varıety of of highlighting varlances between the Theinterpretations found Portuguese evangeli- artıcle then concludes wıth implications derivedcal Christians of the of call an VOCcatıon; from the Study.IT wiıll a1so PTIODOSC SOTINNC potential implications for

how believers shape theır vocational ıfe
Iwo realities one*?he PFrESCHNLT artıcle ummarızes kev elements of

al unpublished thesis that W d based OM qualıita- The YrSt question 1S whether the words, call
t1ve investigation carrıed OUT Dy the author.* One of and vocatıon, ATrC sed 4S SYNONYVINS FrCDrFESCHNLTthe study’s princıp objectives Was understand HE reality whether they AT sed rCPrESCHNLTthe diversity of perceptions wiıthin the evangelıcal distinct phenomena, though possiblyCOoMMuUnNItYy Concerning the of Cal OCa- interrelated © The study concluded that the ICD-t1on, work an MINISTTY, along wiıth theır interac- resentations mark clear istinction between the
t1on In interpreting vocatıonal a1mMs an Opt1ons. LW In the C vocatıon an call ATIC
Fifteen sem1-structured interviews WEeEIC carrıed WdVYVS of translating He theological concept.‘
Out, each ON lastıng 0)8!| AVCIASC mıinutes. The However, the people interviewed clearly afırmed
study resulted In database of AT ICSDONSCS the exIstencCce of [WO phenomena based OI these
questiOons wıth total of words. TIThe Par- words.

Vocatıon 1S identihed A the CONTOUFS ofal indi-tıcCıpants WEeEIC youth and YOUN£S£ adults wh iıdenti-
hed themselves wıth evangelıcal Christianity, all 1n vidual’s vocatiıonal makeup formed by God and
an actıve phase of making vocatıonal choices. They other agenc1es such d genet1ics and sOc1a] shapıng.included students attending secondary schoo] In the PLCSPONSCS of those being interviewed COIMN-
grades 2:4A2), unıversIity, evangelical sSemINarYy cerning the meanıng of vOocatıon, frequently sed

institute, along wiıth eCCcENT graduates who words WCCIC abılıities, Capacıtlies, aptıtudes, PCISON-had started their professional CATGGr ın the prevı- alıty, desires, liıkes and dislikes. hıs vocatıonal self-
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identity should ideally function 4S Orlentatiıon the MINISTrY, whereas ONC iscerns whart
for vocational choices. Another interesting pomnt would be potential Hit for future work through
brought ut in the study 15 that vocatıon 15 NOT understandiıng HG  R: vocatıonal makeup hıs
consıdered aAS Statıc but rather AS somewhat fluid distinction, however, requıres NuanNCINS because
an able be developed and reformed through- the f work an MInNIStrYy Oftentimes \
OUuUL ne’s  7 ıte lap IThose who DUrSUC profession based theır

There eXIStS second representation attrıbuted understanding of how God has made them (LEthe FGrmM VOCAatI1OnN: the OCCUPat1ONs which AVE vocatıon 11 oftentimes embrace their profes-the potential of tulfılling the believers’ vocatıonal s1iıonal work AS5 minıstry SOMMC degree COr another.
self-identity and about which they therefore fee]l the Opposıte 1S also FF those who follow
gxo0od in that they would be x00d match for call MINIStrYy also AaCCCDL 1t AS theır OCCUupatlion.them One Can infer that NOT Al1Yy Job 11ECECESSAaTrN- Nevertheless, 1n general, vocatıon 15 INOTC stronglyly qualifies 4S vocatıon, rather only those that inked wıth work whereas call pOo1lNts MINIStrY.potentially translate NTtTO the fulfilment of e S  X
vocatıonal ıdenti

In thıs aSPECL of the sSOcC1a| representations 11C

begins SCC S12NS of dichotomy between theall rCPFrECSCHNLS VerYvY different realıity. Whereas sacred an secular.
vocatıon speaks of realıty insıde of the PCISON,
call rCPrESCHLTS COomMMmMUuUnNICaAatIıve aCt1VItYy ON the
Dart of God toward individuals through which unıversal imited experience?
he Orlents believers toward vocatıiıonal objective. IThe second question explores whether whart 15
Ihe Interviewees sed the following terms ıIn their experienced through call an VOcatıon 15 unıver-descriptions of call speak, reveal,; Communıcate, sally offered al believers OTr limited selectorlent, iInvıte. An A noted In the discussion people.“® Maıntamıing the distinction ıdentihed ınof vocatıon, the term INaYy also be used s the PreVIOUS sectl1on, all interviewees afırmed that
SCNT the xoal tself, 4S 1ın the phrase, ‘Being M1S-
SIONArY 1S callıng.” vocatıon 15 unıversal: each an PCISON has

vocatıonal self-ıdentity that reflects the creativeCOMparıson of the representations of the LW work of God GIE perspective Concerning callreveals simılarıties an differences. Ihe
W d different and revealed certaın aAM OUNT of

dIC siımilar ın that both ALC cons1ıd- ambiıivalence.ered sed Dy God Orlent the believer MaJOrIty, but NOT all, afırmed that NOTtoward appropriate vocational objective. Both
AIC forms of divine Oorlentatiıon for the believers’ believers EXPCHENEE cal  E hıs 1eEW Was ©
vocatıonal ıfe sented particularly those who believe that

However, there ATIC also dıfferences The ST 1S call applies only God calling people partıcu-
lar MINIStrY, that 1S, minıstry ıIn the INOTEC restrictedObvıous: the SOUTCEC where He seeks divine Orlen-

of ecclesiastical ervıice through minıster1a|ltatıon 15 different, and 4S result the obligation
placed the PCISON changes 1n their pursult of roles such AN) DaStOTr, evangelist, youth leader and

M1SSIONATY. Others afiırmed that call 15 Aall exper1-that orlentation. Wırth vOocatıon, people seek Orlen-
tatıon insıde themselves, In their self-ıdentity; thıs that al believers could theoretically eXperl-
implies al obligatiıon of self-understanding. They CI and that God SCS IT Orlent believers ALLYy

vocatıonal AICaMUST STOW ın their self-awareness, discover liıkes
an dislıkes, and determine strengths and weak- Whatever posıtion WasSs taken concerning thıs
NESSCS But wıth call believers seek orlentatıon question, whart Was unanımously afırmed ıIn the

FCSPONSCS W ds$s belief that God actıvely desiresoutside of themselves, wıth the hope of recelving
divine yuldance; call therefore requıres spirıtual ead al believers In theır vocatıonal ıfe he Dar-
listening, ability read the S1SNS that God N t1C1pants verbalıised the cCONvıctiOon that God offers

COMMUNICATteE hıs will supernatural Orlentatıon ftor their VOCd-

The second difference between Vvocatıon an call ti1onal ife that ZFOCS beyond their discernment of
the desired OUTCOME Generally speaking, vocational self-1dentity. Some sed the word call

those interviewed spoke Ö vocatıon AN) offering designate thıs SOTILT of orlıentation, whıiıle others
orientation toward work Al OCCupatıon PIO- those who imiıted call tradıtional MINIStrYy
fession and NOT normally of MINISTTY, 1le call consıdered that thıs unıversal orlıentation 15 SOM C-
offered Orlıentatıon toward MINISTLY. hat 1S, ONC 1S thing distinct from call
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General person-specific Orientation? clearly, SB other mes INOTC indirectly.:“ It 15 always
The thırd question examınes whether call and (30d who inıtlates the PTFOCCSS and 15 actıvely COM-

munıcatıng. On the other hand, In vocatıonvocatıon offer general Orlentatıon specific, actıve role 15 a(011 as clear visıble. He 15 ASpersonal guldance toward MS  4 vocatıonal lıfe ?
inıtıal observatıon be made ere 15 that operatıng through the creation of person’s VOCA-

the object of the Orlentatiıon offered by both call tional makeup, but at the TICHNENE he
an vocatıon 15 the vocatıonal ıfe Both AT CON- Oes OT ADPCAL be actıvely involved. Rather; IT
siıdered I1Calls sed Dy God Orlent indıividuals 15 the PCISON hıimself wh. MUST take the inıtlatıve

discover theır vocatıonal makeup. Connected1n theır vocational lıfe, 1in CONTFAaSsSTt wıth other ıfe
such 4A5 personal relatiıonships (for example, wıth thıs 18 the recogniıtion that He s  2 vocatıonal

makeup involves forces normally consıderedwh: should marr y OTr ethics (for example, how
should respond In certaın sıtuat1on). be natural, such 4S heredity an socıal shapıng.

ere May be an UNCONSCIOUS assumption thatThe maJorıity Gt the interviewees understood
that call offers specıific, individualised gyuldance. these forces, eing natural 1n Nature, H therefore

NOT necessarıly directly controlled by God hatThrough call God offers Orlentatiıon that ll ead
particular vocatıonal objective. For example, being the CaSC, Nes  7} vocatiıonal Orlentatiıon would

be somewhat influenced by chance Or somethingGod INAaYy call SOTMNCOIMNC specific miıiniısterial role
such AS being DastOr, defined proJect such d

untouched Dy .0d’s superintendence.
other explanatiıon ftor the high esteemactıve involvement In particular sOc1a| 1SSUE, placed ON call focuses OIl the fact that NOT y..specific locatıon such AS ervice 4S MIS-

OMNC experlences call; IT 1S generally consıderedSIONAarY ıIn Taıwan. be limited certaın indıviduals, 4S indicatedTIThe self-ıdentity described through vocatıon above. Consequently, who believes theyoffers ımportant clues for appropriate, potential AI being called SCI15C5 that they dAdIC the object ofvocational futures, but thıs SOTT of guldance 15 .0d’s specılal attention.generI1c In NAature Ihıs self-understanding Also, the xoal of cal]l 15 typically consıderedmarks OUuUTt varıety of forms of work that would be HIOI spirıtual. The interviewees generally heldbe appropriate for the PCISON. As people SPOW 1n the belief that minIıstry 15 tightly inked call d ItSstheir AWaTENCSS of theır strengths and weaknesses, x0al, whereas vocatıon typically focuses 0)8| work.theirE and dislıkes, number of vocatıonal OUT- Finally, there ADDCAaIs be the belief that thesurface 45 potentially adequate ın respond- result f call places before the PCISON INOTC
Ing theır makeup Ihıs, of COUTSC, sounds VCLY pecıfC vocational future. eing SpECHIC; themuch ike what 11C TS In the WOTr of call’s gyuldance eEsSsSENS ambigulty and therefore
vocatıonal aSSECESSMENT and testing. affords higher degree of ASSUTANCEC ın following

wıll In Call- the roadmap has A higher def-
Level of esteem nıtıon and the 15 highlighted.

In considering these CONCCDLS, reCEIVINS d
call Was generally esteemed INOTC highly than all in the Bıble
discerning nNe s  ‚ vocation.!®© In other words, the TIhe PrevVIOUS sectl1ons dealt wıth the sOc1a]| Crinterviewees expressed the value of vocatıon and sentations created by Portuguese evangelicals of
appreclated the Orlentatıon It offered, but they the of call an vVvocatıon. TIhe following
VCLrY much desired experience call There section 111 PFrESCHL outline of the biblical test1-
ADDCAl be Varıous explanations for thıs result. INONY an COMDALC 1T wiıth those representations.‘*One explanatiıon 15 that experiencing call foundational quality 18 call 15 that IT 15 rela-
15 considered be LNOTC intense SUPECrNALU- onal and affects the believers’ identity. It 1S God
ral experience than discerning nNne’Ss  B vocatıonal who calls 1n Christ ] T1ım 5:24) an SUM11-
makeup.*‘ PTE INAaYy be varlıety of for the believer belong him, become
this belief. Kirst: when ng of call God 15 viewed Dart of hıs COMMUNItY and AdSSUNMNC NCW iıden-
AS takıng All actıve role 1n COoMMuUNICaAtINS hıs wıll tıty 1n Christ (Rom 1 9:26: Cor 1 Jn

the believer. all 1S defined 4S form orer 1) Through call the believer becomes properlynatural COomMMuUNICAtION In which God takes the grounded ıIn G0d rather than through alnıYy SOFTLT of
inıtlatıve and speaks, sometımes vCLY directly an self-grounding.‘* God InNvItes the PCISON C-
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t1 themselves hım (Rom 1 ( ÖT 1  }} lıfe, whıiıle the bıblical test1imoOonYy speaks primarıily
lıve ife worthy of him (1 hes 212 become of salvatıon ın general an IfSs resulting identity 1ın
part of hıs people an Iıve iın Communıty an Christ along wıth L1ICW ethic that aCCompanıes
unıon before hım hıs relational and identifying an exemplifies thıs identity. Call: in Its biblical
quality 15 foundational for the other ASPECCLTS Öt call; VISION, O€s nclude the vocational ıfe AN All aSpeCL
whether iın ItSs universal particular aspeCctL. of ıts operational domaıin, but IT deals wıth IT 1ın the

The call of God 15 primarıly salvatıon. God wıder of salvatıon and ItSs resulting iıden-
calls the PCISON from darkness lıght (1 DPet 2  }} tıty an ethic. Ihe representations ommunicated
he calls them salvation 9:13: Z wıthın the Interviews lost thıs direct connection
5228 Rom 9-30) which 15 understood be between salvation, identity and ethıic and the VOCd-

eternal inheritance (1 1iım 6:12; Heb 9:15); onal lıfe, thereby isolatıng and emphasiızıng the
heavenly callıng (Heb S: 1); an eternal 24(0) V (1 Det latter 4S the almost exclusiıve domaın ın which call
5:10) and future hope (Eph 1:L6: 4 It 15
call Into Od’s kıngdom and glory (1 hes 2:12) I1wo possible CONSCYUCHICCS INAaY result. Ihe

hıs salvatıon which believers AICc called has rsSt an MOST obvious 15 that the evangelıical COIM1-

future quality, but NOT exclusively. It 15 also CXÄDC- mMunı1ty has stopped usıng call termıinology in the
rienced ın He S  z reality. call salvatıon WdYy It OCCUT'S 1ın the Bıble referring salvatıon
implıes WadYy of lıying that 15 ethically dıfferent, and ItSs resulting identity an ethic. Wıthout doubt
OINNC that 1S worthy God who calls us ( hes evangelicals ın Portugal AVEe adopted ther ftorms
ZA2) Ihe believer AdSSUN11C5S5 form Of being an of talkıng about these themes, but the uUusSc of call
actıng that CXPDPICSSCS theiır HE identity. THereiore, has unfortunately fallen into disuse. (One wonders
they cshould ead ife worthy of the gospel (Eph whart 15 lost ın the Communıty’s perception of sal-

vatıon through the SParsCc of SOIINNC key ter-4:]1; hes )- O] that reflects unıty an
wıth others (Eph 4  > Cor S CGol 5:15) along M1nOl10gy.
wıth holiness (1 hes +  „ Tım 1 Det 1:15) Secondly, OMNC wonders what lımiting call the
They cshould Iıve ın lıberty (Gal S: 15); enduring vocatıional domaıiın has done the Communıty’s

perception of theır vocational ıfe Could It be thatAllıYy suffering because of eing iıdentihed wiıth
Jesus (1 Pet Z  > 5:9) hıs transformatıon ought C AT 15 easıly kept from He  e

influence person’s entire ıfe an ear frut 1ın iıdentity ın Christ an 1ts resulting ethıc” CAFGET

of He s  z assumed ıfe roles (2 DPet 1:10): cholice INaYy rePrEeSCHNL .0d’s 1l for the believer
ıf accompanıied by of call by the IAl-Ainal aSpCCL call of all believers speaks

ne’s  D collaboratıon wiıth God’s work. While there MentT of one’s vocational self-understandıing, but IT
1S doubt about the realıty of God InviItıng hıs INaYy NOT necessarıly be reflection of one’s ıdentity
people collaborate wıth hım In hıs work,'> 1T In Christ SInCce the larger of call has eeCn
1S TATC ind the word call OTr vocatıon sed ın gener  V dropped from the COMMUNItTY’S G*
exXpressing this Fealty. - er call 15 word pr1- sentatlions. Since vocational guldance rough call
marıly sed ın regards salvatıon and Its resulting and vocatıon 15 longer subset of the biblical
identity and ethic.!/ richness of call; ut isolated from E: the critical

CONTEXT of seCeINS that guldance 4S Dart of the call
salvatıon an identity along wiıth ItTSs resultingImplications ethıic 1S probably lost.

TIhere arc number of divergences between the
representations identihed through the intervliews Creation of distinct of call

and vocatıon: perception of second-rateand the biblical testiımonYy Concerning the CONCCPL guidanceof call of these AVC implicatıons for the VOCd-

tional ıfe of believers and, LNOTC generally, for the second dıivergence between the Communıty’s
ıfe of the Church. socı1al representations al the biblical testiımonYy

15 the clear distinction between call an vocatıon
LA Amı  o call the vocational ar

broken links
wıithin those representations. *” As result, believ-
GIS AT Z0O1INg DUrSUC Orlıentatıon for theır VOCAa-

The rst divergence eals wıth the domain 1n which tional ıfe In places, speak. TIhe rSt 15
the representations of call and vocatıon operate.“ internal, insıde themselves. Believers 1l seek
Theyv focus almost exclusively the vocatıonal understand their vocatiıonal makeup, the WdY
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iın IC God created them talents, skills, lıkes, call and vocatıiıonal self-understanding ( AIl (TG
dislıkes They will, 4A5 result, attcmpt select platform from 16 thıs DOstuUre becomes
vocatıonal ends that AT In CONSONANCE wıth their easıly assumed. One interviewee felt thiıs might be
discovered makeup Ihe second place 15 outside of the Casec In general her perspectives ON work AT
themselves, 4A5 they seek lısten ftor supernatural MINIStry WEeEIC quıite holistic In NatUurce, afırming
Orlentatıon from God through divine callıng almost complete overlap between the During

It 15 important OTE that thıs second LYPC f the INnterview che began mMusiıng why INanıYyOrlıentatiıon 15 highly esteemed and desired, AS of her Christian friends dıd NOT desire lıve Out
presented above. hıle OT disparaging vocational their vocatiıonal 1fe A MINISTTY. She felt that
self-understanding, the iInterviewees strongly believers who chose work 1ın the secular world
desired recelve personal word from God that actually dıd In order avo1d their responsibil-would define the kev elements of theır future VOCA- 1ty ofbeing involved ın MINISTTY. According her.  .tional ıfe There WasSs SCIISC that wıithout such thıs could ın WdYS Fırst, believers INaYyguldance vocational self-understanding alone choose avo1d fulltıme MINIStrY and feel justifiedof mediocre OTr inferior quality, something do SINCE they did NOT recCcelve supernaturalwelcomed but OT necessarıly something that had call Second, believers INaYy choose secular work

SLrONg mMinIıstry Orlıentation. Thıs emphasıs ON 2vo1d being accountable; they choose NOTindıyıidual call tends OrGAate the hope (and peCL
haps the expectation) that believers ought CXADC-

embrace theiır work 4S MINIStrYy ut rather CeNJOY
the lıberty secular work affords aVC part ofrience the nd of guldance described Dy indıvıdual

call their ıfe NOT COMNNC under the lordship of TYISt
Here AT her words:eCrTEe ATC possible CONSCYUCNCCS. One INAYy

ıIn the secular work context | OE pO1NtSsquestion what happens believers wh; LICVCT

EXPEeHENGE supernatural, individualised call but inger Af UuS, 110 11C us | for NOT CXECMN-

desire tollow God and hım They INMaV plifying Christian lıfestyle | because ATC In
experlience negatıve emotlons such 4S frustra- “normal He In °“normal ıte’ there 15 lot of lib-
t10nN Or doubt The interpretation of surrounding cr | tO I1ve and AaCT AS ONC pleases ]. Therefore
CVCNIS INaYy be atiecte that they AIC made 1T 15 much easier adopt thıs lıfestyle |of NOT

AS indicators of call being salt an lıght| because there do NOT need
key question ın these CiIrcumstances 1S whether be accountable ANVONC for IMY Christian

the person’s vocatıonal self-understanding 15 sufh- testimony |
clent for them embrace theiır vocatıonal ıfe 4S Her belief 1S that thıs desire NOT be accountablebeing (306d? n 11 for them and, AS such, imbibed for ıtfe of testimoOnYy, disregard for the workwiıth significance. OIr 1l that only happen when of God and 081 aversion the sacrıllıce involvedthose vocatıonal choices dIC 4sSEe Supernatu- In professional mMInISstrYy, explain 1n Dart why thereral call? In other words, 15 vocatıonal self-under-
standıng SLTONS enough Dy iıtself translate NE S  Y} AIC NOT LNOTC VOUN£S people pursumng fulltime

Chrıistian MINISTLY.vocatıonal ıtfe Into minıstry? IThe SCNSC that Was Another cenarıo for vocatıonal choice OCCUFTSregularly although NOT exclusively COMMUNN-
cated In the interviews W as that supernatural call when the PCISON has choice but 15 “stuck’? wıth

job personal and ECONOMIC PFCSSUTCS force themWädas g1ven certaın people and resulted In SPC-
c1al ıfe of MINISTIY. vocational self-understand- aCCCDL keep jJob that 15 101 intrinsically ful-

mllıng. Whart ATC the implications for embracingIng W dS consıdered be 700d, but 1T Was avaılable
and when followed sımply resulted In that SOTLT of vocatıonal aCtIVItYy AS signıficant when

appropriate choices for OCCupatlion, something ıf 1S NOT accompanıed Dy call 11OT O€es IT nt wıth
that 15 Just Dart of daily ıfe Ne: s  7 vocatıonal self-1ıdentity? When OIlC of the

Another SCENATIO deals wıth who do PTFOCCSSCS for vocatıonal guldance ave resulted
In something that 1S tulfılling, what 1S OIlC leftNOT necessarily desire that their vocatıonal ıfe be

Dart of call VT them. TIhey ATrC NOT seek- wıth” How O€Ss HC negotlate the connection of
theır tiresome work wıll>? One wondersIng supernatural call: instead they prefer certaın

level of treedom their ıfe ın God and whether the socı1al representations of call an VOCA-
their vocatıonal aCtIVILY. One wonders whether t1o0n AS outlined In the study exacerbate thıs SITU-
the creation of distinction between supernatural at10N.
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Understanding the individual call call be assessed 4S theıir qualifications. One should
NOT feel excluded from the possıbility of mMinıstryminIistry: missed opportunities

third point ofdivergence 15 ftound 1ın the empha- sımply due the absence of call MI1NISTTY.
We MUST consider whether In SOMNIC believersSCS placed call AS being either indıvıdual (JE

unıversal call.?*! IThe biblical evidence clearly high unduly exclude themselves from ıfe of ervice
ın professional mMinıstry due the creation i allıghts the unıversal aSpCCL Sr call while the &:

sentations emphasıse an individualised ExXxpeteENCe. unwarranted prerequisıite.
Throughout the iInterviews call Was represented
primarıly d AL} indıividualised PTFOCCSS, A4S subcat- Conclusionof personalised, divıne guldance specifically As already stated, the Christian CONCCDL of call 15concerned wıth the vocatıonal ıfe of the indi-
vidual. Beyond this and THOLL specifically, In the prec1ous oift which Can gulde the construction

of ıfe proJject 2SE the plans of God andmaJorıty of the interviewees identihed call
be dealıng primarıly wıth call MINISTTY, 11OT1I- thus 4S 111Calls of inding deep an unıver-

al significance in He  2 ıfe However, IT 15 LICCGES-mally fulltime MInNIStrY.
Ihe aST maJorıty ofthose interviewed WE ırm Sar Y identify exactly what call 15 and 15 NO  + Ihe

ıIn their belief that 11C needs experience call bıblical testiımonYy polnts God callıng people
salvatıon an HE identity in Chrıst On theın order eNTer the MINISCtTY, and thıs position 15

regularly heard an taught wıthın the Portuguese hasıs of thıs 1L1CW ldentity, he C hıs people
HE ethic an particıpating ın hıs work In thisevangelical Community.““ TOmM the standpomint of

vocational psychology this belief Can CTGATE bar- world Such VICW of callıng 15 vital building
ıte gulded Dy an for God As Giuinness DULTS Itrier for believers wh desıre DPUrSUC CFT ın

professional MINISTTY, particularly when they AVe Callıng 15 the truth that God calls us hımself
decisıvely that everything AaIC, everythingNOT experienced such cal  —

Ihere AIC IMa y bıblical Instances of indıvıd- do, and everything aVvVe 15 invested wıth
specılal devotion and dynamısm lıved OUuUL 45ual and specific calls MINISTLY; Moses, Varı0us

prophets, the twelve discıples and the apostle DPaul hıs arl service *>
4S examples. However, when examınıng Ihe question arlses, however, whether the

Paul’s teaching the selection of ecclesial leader- socı1al representations created DYy the Portuguese
ship, personal call minIistry 15 NOT DUut orward evangelıcal COoMMunItYy ENCOULASC the pursult of
AS prerequisıte serving 1n pastoral MINISTY. vocatıonal ıfe full ofdivine significance CI whether
Rather compatible PDTOCCSSCS surface. First. the they become counterproductive that pursult.
sımple desire ON the Dart of the indıvıdual Call be

legiıtimate motivatıon for involvement iın church ILhomas Arabıs has served in theological educa-
MINISTLY, AS ONC SCCS ın Timothy 21 °Here 15 tıon iın Portugal SInNCE 1990 He 15 IDırector of
trustworthy Sayıng;: Whoever aspıres be VCI- Teohlos (www.teofllos.org) and Academıiıc IDean
SCHT.: desires noble task? (NIV) IThe indıvıidual of the Seminäarıo Teolögico Baptısta (WWwW.SEM1-
bases the dec1isiıon ON desire, NOT supernatural narıobaptista.com.pt).call Second, the selection of appropriate people
for MIiNIStry 1S carrıed OUT by the COMMUNItY an
ItSs existıng leadershıp (T 1:5) hıs D'  CS Endnotes
that candıdates eed be examıned and evaluated ere dIC word STOUDS In the CS
based certaın qualifications. Interestingly, how- thıs CONCCPEL: y  gara and Ifs derıivatıves in the Old

Testament and haleo and Ifs derivatıves ın theCVCLI, experiencCcing call minıstry 15 NOT found
Septuagınt nd the New lestament. Not al uf-the lists of qualifications ın Timothy an

Titus FEL EGEN of these words rCepresCcnNt the theologica CON-

CCepL of call and other words ATC also used refer
SUgSgECSLT that whıiıle God continues call CET- the CONCECPL. eTe aTrCc also other biblical-theologi-taın indıividuals particular minıstry cal CONSITUCTS that ArC elated the CONCCDL of call

partıcular CIrCUumMstance, the normal PTOCCSS DYy such “the wıl of God’?
which PDCISONS DUrSUC MINIStLY 15 CHhat. seNsSINS the alll usıng vocatıonal ıfe rCpreSCHNLT instrumental
desire DUrSUC church MINIStLY, they into aCtIVILY, namely employment, the mplied actıvıtles
dialog wiıth their ecclesijal leadershıp In order liınked one’s Varlous ıfe roles, and ıfe proJects.
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USCcC employment representative an non-tech- S10N of the relatıon of an pastoral GCare:.
nıcal term for conglomerate of such Interpretation 33.2 1979) 116120

15pald work, OCCupatıon, profession an CALTCGGL. Varıous AQCS spea of the believers’ partıcıpa-
KM (CeSar. VocacaAo: herspectıVvas 20L1CAS teologı- t10Nn wıth God in N1S work wıthout specifically TNECN-
CUS | Vocatıon: 2011C0. and theologıca perspectives| LONINS Cal for example COT 5 12:4-6; 15:586;
Vicosa, Edıitora Ultimato, 199) L7=18; Jn Mt TE
author’s translatıon. Ihe maJjor uUuSCcS ıIn the WOU be the following:

abıs, amada ıda vOocCacCLON.al: vepresentacoes Jesus called be high priest (Heb D  Y Paul! called
SOCLALS do CONCELLO Cr1ista0 de hamada $2.i  N infinen- be apostle (Rom K Cor E: Paul and
C110a sobre »ıda vocacıonal do CVENTE evangelıco Barnabas called CO theır M1SS1ONAarYy work ACtS 3:2)
ortuga P Call an vocatıonal Life. socıal VEDVESENTA- nd later pecıific place LO preach the gospel
F1L0NS Chriıstian CONCEDL of call and theır infiu- CISs 16:10 On the reference socıal position
ENCE the vocatıonal Iıfe of the evangelıcal belıever In (SOFr LEL Fee COMMENTS ‘Although Paul]
In ortugal|, unpublished master’s thesis Lisboa: COMNCS VCeLY close see1INg the setting ın which OC
Universidade Catolıca Portuguesa, Instituto de 15 called AS “Callıng” itself, he quıite makes that
Educacao, 2005 JjJump MOST €  ın refers the CIrcumstances
For an introduction the theory, B Arr In which the callıng took place Gordon CcE
and Moscovicı eds), Socıal representations The Fırst Ebpastle EO the Corinthians Logos Edition
(Cambridge: ambridge Universıty Press, 1984); (Gran: p1ds Eerdmans, 1987 309

MOSCOVvICI, “Notes towards description of a Wright identifies call the central Pauline
socı1al representations’, European Journal of Socıal term used rCPrESCHL CONversi10n: > have alreadyPsychology 18 211:250: Moscoviclı, Social described how Paul understands the MOMENT when
Representations: Explorations ın soc1ıal psychology the gospel of Jesus Lord 1S announced nd people(New York New York University Press, 2001 OIl believe IT and obey ItSs SUIMLLLM1NONS Paul has
Further discussıon In abıs, Chamada ıda 064

CLONAlL, 146-149 regular technical or thıs MOMECNL, nd that

Vocatıon 15 erıved from the Latın word VOocCatıoO techniıcal term 15 neıither ‘“justification ” NOr POON-
version” though he an the latter from timewhich NN used translate the 1DI1Ca refer- time): the word ıIn question 1S “Call” 9nng call

Further discussion ın abıs, Chamada 1da U- ng New Perspectives ON Panul (paper given aT

CLONAL, 150- the u  erIior'! House 1Oth Edinburgh Dogmatıcs
Confterence: 25978 August 20053, SCFurther discussion ın abıs, Chamada ıda 064 ntwrightpage.com/ Wright_New_Perspectives.cCLoNnal, 149, 163-164,;, 170

FEurther discussion In abıs, Chamada ıda 0C4- pdf); retrieved March 2014

cıonal, S Da Further discussıon ın abıs, Chamada »ıda 0C4-

CLONaAlL, 16911 FEurther discussıon ın abıs, Chamada »ıda 064 Further discussion ın abıs, Chamada ıda 0C4-CLONAL, 17148 Sa
While afırmıng that call 1$ consıdered be SUPCI- CLONAL, 170
natural Communıcatıon, It hould be stated that the abıs, Chamada »ıda VocacıonNal, 127/-128,

author’s translatıon.interviewees also held the posıtion that God IMaYy 7choose uUuSc natural [1Ca1ls along with Ssupernatu- Further discussion 1ın abıs, Chamada ıda 04

ral God reveals 11Ss call the indıyıdual hrough cCLONAL, 1 70: 7
FKor example, al artıcle by hıgh profile evangeliı-I1NNCanls such the Holy pırıt, the E, pecıfic cal leader In ortugal: Reıs, cA hamada ParaCIrCumMstances, the Christian Communıity and key

indıviduals In al of thıs, Al intiımate relatiıonship mıniıster10’ e call the MINISTTY | ın Lideranca
wiıth God especlally hrough PraycCr, 15 central Hoje Serlie, Ano 11 DD Z

23 (Js Gumness, The Cal Fındıng an fulfillingdiscerning Or hearıng hıs W1
13 TIhıs section MUST be T1E Its general outline W as the central Durpose of your Life (Nashville,

primarıly developed hrough all inductive study Publishing Group, 1995 See from develop-
of 1DI1Ca dealıng wıth call See abıs, mental perspective, Fowler, Becoming Adault,
Chamada ıda VocacLoNAlL, 13-15 for LNOTC thor- Becoming Chrıstian: development and
ough mM sımıilar SUMMALY N be found Christian faıth (revised ed.:) (San Francısco: Jossey-
In Geense-Ravestein, “CThe beneficient appecal Bass, 75 Chrıistian alt In 1ts classıc
the other sıde of vocation’, International Revıew of an VISION, tells that human fuü  ment INCcCans

recCOgNIısSINg that ATC constituted Dy the ddressMiss1ı0n 2000) 529-538
dee for example, Walter Brueggemann, and callıng of God nd responding become
‘Covenantıng human VOCAatION: discus- In work In the WOT.
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