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of the conclusions:mark of the ıfe of Jesus-followers* Book Reviews *  plemental or peripheral to that good news. Instead,  A Summary of the main argument appears in the final  falling within the essentials of the good news, care for  chapter, which includes a discussion of Paul’s socio-eco-  the poor was thought by Paul to be a necessary hall-  nomic location. I quote from Longenecker’s Summary  of the conclusions:  mark of the corporate life of Jesus-followers ... (1).  The introductory essay offers a survey of research,  Paul, the follower of Jesus and apostle to gentiles of  describes the outline of the investigation, and explains  the Greco-Roman world, was concerned about the  the terminology which is employed. Part one surveys  plight of the poor in the urban contexts in which he  poverty in the ancient world in order to establish the his-  operated. ... Communities of Jesus-followers that  torical and theological contexts for understanding Paul  Paul established were expected to offer care for the  and the poor. The individual chapters discuss poverty  poor - albeit in their own groups, in the first instance,  and charitable initiatives in the Greco-Roman World as  although theoretically beyond those confines as well,  well as Judeo-Christian theological traditions (Jesus, the  if/as resources permitted.  Paul imagined care  early Jesus-movement and James). Longenecker high-  for the poor among gentile communities of Jesus-  lights the ‘elite acquisitiveness that so easily transpired in  followers to be an expression and embodiment of the  the advanced agrarianism of the ancient world’.  invading triumph of'the deity of Israel who had made  Part two examines the place and role of the poor in  himself known in the scriptures of Israel, in the life,  Paul’s theology and in the communities that he founded.  death and resurrection of Jesus, and now through  The author presents the evidence that care for the poor  the Spirit/spirit that enlivened small groups of Jesus-  was an essential element of Paul’s theology as well as a  followers. Proto-orthodox forms of Christianity from  requirement within the communities of Jesus-followers.  the second through fourth centuries are known to  He surveys different interpretations of Galatians 2:10  have enormously augmented the strategies and insti-  in the patristic period and in modern scholarship. His  tutions for caring for the poor to an unprecedented  own interpretation is informed by the earliest patristic  extent in the Greco-Roman world (298-299).  paradigm as he examines Paul’s collection and Gala-  tians 2:10, the charge to remember the poor in its close  There are three instructive appendices, a detailed bibli-  rhetorical context, the present tense of the charge, the  ography and indices of modern authors and of ancient  SOUTFCES.  structure of Galatians 2:6-10 and “remembering the  This challenging monograph is important for an  poor’ as a mission strategy. The author concludes that  ‘remember the poor’ in Galatians 2:10 ‘was stipulated  understanding of Galatians, Paul’s ministry and a sig-  nificant aspect of the attitude and behaviour which he  in order to obligate gentile Jesus-groups to care for the  required of believers. It is also important for all who  needy within their local orb of responsibility, thereby  ensuring that Jewish and gentile Jesus-groups would be  seek guidance and inspiration for their own existence  identical in certain key respects, even if they went their  and ministry among the poor of this world and/or seek  to involve others in a biblically balanced way.  separate ways with regard to circumcision’ (207).  Subsequently Longenecker places this fresh under-  Christoph Stenschke, Wiedenest and Pretoria  standing of the charge within the theological emphases  of Galatians as a whole, arguing that it is %ot peripheral  to the issues at stake in Jerusalem and Galatia. He pre-  The Throne Motif in the Book of Revelation  sents the economic profiles of Paul’s churches and of  certain individuals, including a consideration of Paul’s  Library of New Testament Studies 487  rhetorical construct of his communities’ economic level,  Laszlo Gallusz  and he describes the potential attractions of Christian  churches for people of different economic levels and  London: Bloomsbury T&T Clark, 2014; xxii + 396 pp,  hb, £85.00; ISBN 978-0-567-33941-6  means in the cities of the Greco-Roman East. (See also  the instructive study of E. Ebel, Die Attraktivität früher  SUMMARY  christlicher Gemeinden: Die Gemeinde von Korinth im  This is an excellent dissertation by an Evangelical from cen-  Spiegel griechisch-römischer Vereine [WUNT IL, 178  tral Europe. Dr Gallusz argues convincingly that the throne  Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2004] and my review in  (of God) is a core motif in Revelation, which is essential for  Novum Testamentum 53 [2011] 300-306.) He assem-  comprehending the message of the Book. He discusses its  bles ‘the data pertaining to economic relations within  background, the passages in which it occurs, its contents,  Jesus-communities’ and places them within the context  and its role in the historical situation and the theology of  of Paul’s theology of gifting, difference and enhance-  Revelation. His careful analyses enable a better under-  ment within groups of Jesus-followers. The discussion  standing and use of the Book.  includes the resourcing and ‘ownership” of Jesus com-  ZUSAMMENFASSUNG  munities, economic levels of well-being and Paul’s the-  ology of the ‘body of Christ’. The author argues that  Bei vorliegendem Buch handelt es sich um eine ausge-  Paul teaches neither communism nor charity, but com-  zeichnete Dissertation eines evangelikalen Wissenschaft-  munity.  lers aus Zentraleuropa. Dr. Gallusz tritt überzeugend dafür  88 * EJT 24:1(1
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